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CHAPTER  I. 


Buonapartes  arrival  at  Paris.^7%e  two  Chambert  a»wAMe, 
and  adopt  reaolutioM,  indicating  a  wUh  for  Napoieon's 
Abdication.^'Buonapartehoidsa  General  Council.^Fouch^ 
presents  to  the  liepresentatives  Napoleon's  Abdication, 
^hich  stipttlates  that  his  Son  Shall  succeed  hinL^Camofs 
exaggerated  repoH  to  the  Peers ^  of  the  means  of  defimoo^ 
contradicted  by  Ney> — Stormy  debate  in  the  Peers  on  the 
Abdication  Act, — Both  Chambers  evade  formally  recognising 
Napoleon  IL — Provisional  Oovemment  appointed, — Na^ 
pdeon  required  to  retire  to  Malmaison^'-'His  qffkr  of  his 
services  in  the  defence  of  Paris  refected. — He  is  placed  un* 
der  Me  surveillance  of  General  Beker. — Means  provided  at 
Itochefort  for  his  departure  to  the  tinited  States,^~He  ar* 
rives  at  Bochefort  on  Sd  July. — The  Provisional  Govern^ 
meat  attempt  in  vain  to  treat  with  the  Allies,  or  to  excite 
the  French  to  resistance.^~The  Allies  advance  to  Paris,  and, 
an  armistice  being  concluded,  enter  it  on  7th  July. — Chamm 
her  of  Peers  disperse,  and  the  Members  of  the  other  Cham^ 
her  are  excluded  from  the  plaoe  of  meeting. ^^Louis  XVIII. 
rC'enters  Paris  on  Sth  July.^^BeJlections  upon  this  second 
Bestoration  of  the  Bourbons. 

Immbnse  as  the  direct  and  immediate  conseqaenceB 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  certainly  were,  being  the 
total  loss  of  the  campaigD^  and  the  entire  destmction 
of  Napoleon's  fine  army)  the  more  remote  contin- 
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gencies  to  which  it  gnye  rise  were  so  much  more 
important,  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  there 
was  ever  in  the  civilized  world  a  great  battle  follow- 
ed by  so  many  and  such  extraordinary  results. 

That  part  of  the  French  army  which  escaped 
from  the  field  of  Walerloo,  fled  in  the  most  terri- 
ble disorder  towards  the  frontiers  of  France.  Na- 
poleon himself  continued  his  flight  from  Charleroi, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  was  his  first  place  of 
hidting,  and  hurried  on  to  FhiUppeyille.  From  diis 
point,  he  designed,  it  was  said,  to  haye  marched  to 
place  himself  at  the  bead  of  Qroudiy^s  army.  But 
no  troops  of  any  kind  havbg  been  rallied,  and  Char- 
leroi  having  been  almost  instantly  occupied  by  the 
Prussian  pursuers,  a  report  became  current  that  the 
division  was  destroyed,  and  Grouchy  himself  made 
prisoner.  Napoleon,  therefore,  pursued  his  own  re- 
treat, leaving  orders,  which  were  not  attended  to, 
that  the  relies  of  the  army  should  be  rallied  at  Aves- 
nes.  Soult  could  only  succeed  in  gathering  ti^ther 
a  few  thousands,  as  far  within  the  French  territory 
as  Laon.  Meanwhile,  Buoni^arte,  travelUng  post, 
had  reached  Paris,  and  Immght  thither  the  news  of 
his  own  defeat. 

On  the  19th  of  June  the  public  ear  of  the  capital 
bad  been  stunned  by  the  report  of  a  hundred  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  announced  the  victory  at  Ligny, 
and  the  public  prints  had  contiuned  the  most  gascon- 
ading aeeonnts  of  that  action ;  of  the  fordng  the  pas- 
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flageof  the  SuAte^  the  a^ioii  at  Charlerot,  and  the 
battle  <tfQuatre»Bra8»  The  Impenaliatfl  weie  ia  the 
highest  state  of  exultalioii,  the  BepaUicaiirdoubtfuI, 
and  the  ReyaHsts  dejected.  On  the  moiamg  of  the 
Slat,  the  third  day  after  the  &tal  action,  it  was  at 
first  whispered,  and  then  openly  said,  that  Napoleon 
had  returned  alone  fiom  the'^  anny  on  the  preceding 
night,  and  was  now  in  the  palace  q£  Bocorbon-Ely' 
8^.  The  &tal  truth  was  not  long  in  transpiring— < 
he  had  lost  a  dreadful  and  decisiye  {Htched  battle, 
and  the  Fr^ch  army,  which  had  left  the  capital  so 
confident,  so  fidl  of  hope,  pride,  and  determination, 
was  totally  destroyed. 

Many  reasons  have  been  given  for  Napoleon's 
not  remaining  with  his  army  on  ihis  occanon,  and 
endeayouring  at  least  to  bring  it  into  a  state  of  re- 
organization ;  but  the  secret  seems  to  be  exi^ained 
by  his  apprehensimi  of  tibe  faction  of  BepufaUcans 
and  Constitutionalists  in  Pari9.  He  must  have  re- 
membered that  Fouch^,  and  others  of  that  party, 
had  advised  him  to  end  the  distresses  of  France  by  ^ 
his  abdication  of  the  crown,  even  before  he^ldaced 
himself  at  the  head  of  his  army.  He  was  awai^ 
that  what  they  had  ventured  to  suggest  in  his^  mo- 
ment of  strength,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  d^inand 
and  extort  fh)m  him  in  the  hour  of  his  weakness, 
and  that  the  Chamber  of  Representatives  would  en* 
deavuur  to  obtain  peace  for  themselves  by  sacrifi- 
cing him.    ^^  He  is  known,^  says  an  author  ahready 
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quoted,  Men^y  to  his  fame,  ^^  to  have  said,  after 
the  disasters  of  the  Russian  campaign,  that  he  would 
confound  [the  Parisians  by  his  presence,  and  fidl 
among  them  like  a  thunderbolt.  But  there  are  things 
which  succeed  only  because  they  have  neyer  been 
done  before,  and -for  that  reason  ought  never  to  be 
attempted  agam.  His  fifth  flight  firom  his  army 
occasioned  the  enture  abandonment  of  himself  and  his 
cause  by  all  who  might  have  forgiven  him  his  mis- 
fortune, but  required  that  he  should  be  the  first  to 
arise  firom  the  blow."* 

It  was  a  curious  indication  of  public  spirit  in  Pa- 
ris, that,  upon  the  news  of  this  appalling  misfortune, 
the  national  fiinds  rose,  immediately  after  the  first 
shock  of  the  tidings  was  past ;  so  soon,  that  is,  as  ] 
men  had  time]  to  conis|ider  the  probable  consequence 
of  the  success  of  the  aHies.  It  seemed  as  if  public 
credit  revived  upon  any  intelligence,  however  disas^ 
trous  otherwise,  which  promised  to  alnidge  the  reign 
of  Bucmaparte. 

The  anticipations  of  Napdeon  did  not  deceive 
him.  It  was  plain,  that,  whatever  deference  the  Ja- 
cobins had  for  him  in  his  hour  of  strength,  they  had 
no  compasdon  for  his  period  of  weakness.  They 
felt  the  opportunity  fiivourable  to  get  rid  of  him» 
and  did  not  disguise  their  purpose  to  do  so. 

The  two  Chambers  hasUly  assembled.    La  FajN- 

*  Letters  from  Pari9>  written  during  the  Last  Reign  of  Napoleon. 
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€Ue  addressed  that  of  d^  Bqprcae&tatifea  in  the 
cfaar»ctqf  of  aa  old  fiiend  of  freedoin«  spoke'of  the 
sinister  refotts  that  were  spread  abroad,  and  invited 
^  meqotbfrs  to  rally  under  the  three-^obured  ban- 
ner of  liberty,  equality,  and  puUic  order,  \jj  adoptF*  v 
iag  fiye  resohitbns.    The  first  declared  that  the  in« 
d^ndenoe  of  the  nation  was  metmeed.  The  second 
dedared  .the  sittings  of  the  Chambers  permanent, 
imd  d^QUBced  the  pains  of  treascm  against  whom- 
aoever  should  attempt  to  dissdve  them.    The  third 
announced  that  the  troops  had  deserved  well  of  their 
country.    The  fourth  called  out  the  National  Guard. 
The  fifth  invited  the  ministers  to  repur  to  the  As- 
embly. 

These  propositions  intimated  the  apprdiensions  dT 
the  Chamber  of  Representatives,  that  they  might  be 
a  second  time  dissolved  hj  an  armed  force,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  announced  thdr  purpose  to  jdace 
themselves  at  the  head  of  affidrs,  without  fiirthar 
respect  to  the  Emperor.  They  were  adopted,  all 
but  the  fourth  cono^siing  the  National  Guard,  whidd 
was  considered  as  premature.  Regnault  de  St  Jean 
d'^Angely  attempted  to  read  a  bulletin,  giving  an 
imperfect  and  inconsistent  account  of  what  had  pass- 
ed on  the  frontiers ;  but  the  Representatives  becfone 
clamorous^  and  demanded  the  att^dance  of  the  mi« 
nisters.  At  length,  after  a  delay  of  three  or  fcnir. 
hours,  Carnot,  Cauhuncourt,  Davoust,  and  Fouch6| 
entered  the  hall  with  Lucien  Buonaparte. 
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The  ChttBter  fivmed  itself  inla  a  seeret  coittmtt- 
tee^  befine  which  the  mkistm  hid  ike  fuB  extent 
of  the  dtMster^  and  amtounced  that  the  Emperor 
had  named  Canhiinceart,  Fouehft,  aad  Caraot,  ae 
eommissioixera  to  treat  ofpeace  with  the  alUes.  Tlie 
Miiusteia  were  bbmtfy  remiiided  by  the  Bepabficait 
members,  and  particabirly  by  Hemry  Laooste/that 
they  had  no  basis  tat  any  negotiations  which  could  be 
proposed  in  the  Emperor^s  name,  since  the  allied 
powers  had  dedared  war  against  Napolecm,  who  wail 
now  in  plain  terms  jnoBonnoed,  by  more  than  <me 
monber,  diesoleobstaGlebetwixtthenationand  peaces 
UniTersalsppl^use  followed  from  all  parts  of  the  haU, 
and  left  Lucien  no  longer  in  doubt  that  the  ILepro* 
aentatives  intended  to  separate  their  cause  firom  that 
of  his  brother.  He  omitted  no  art  of  conciliaticm 
or  entreaty,  and,«**4nore  eloquent  probaUy  in  ptoae 
than  in  poetry,— appealed  to  their  love  of  glory,  their 
generosity,  their  fidelity,  and  ike  oaths  which  they 
had  so  lately  swcHrn.  *^  We  have  been  faithful,^  re* 
plied  Fayette ;  ^^  we  hare  followed  your  brother  to 
the  sands  of  Egypt— to  the  snows  of  Russia*  The 
bones  of  Fsenchm^,  scattered  in  every  re^on,  attest 
onr  fidelity.^  All  seemed  to  unite  in  one  sentiment, 
that  the  abdication  (^  Bucmaparte  was  a  measure 
absolutely  necessary.  DaToust,  the  minister  at  war, 
arose,  and  disclaimed,  with  protestations,  any  inten^ 
tion  (^acting  against  the  freedom  or  independence 
of  the  Chamber.    This  was,  in  &ct,  to  ei^use  their 
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A  comaSme  of  five  mettben  wa^  appoint* 
•d  to  coiKerl  BietsiUM  wHh  Mimsten.  Even  the 
Ifttter  offioal  penoin,  tboogh  tnoned  bj  die  Ikape- 
nr,  wme  not  supposed  to  be  warmly  attaebed  to 
MuL  Osrnot  and  Fouchi  wefe  tbe  natural  leadors 
ef  the  popular  parly,  and  Caulaincoert  was  su^po* 
•ed  to  be  OB  indil^rent  terms  wiA  Napoleon,  whose 
ministefs,  therefore,  seemed  to  adopt  the  interest  of 
the  Chamber  in  preference  to  his.  luden  saw  that 
hk  brother^s  autlHm^  was  ended,  unless  it  could  be 
Buantained  by  violence.  The  Chambar  of  Peers 
Buglit  have  been  move  friendly  to  the  Imperial 
cause,  but  thdr  constitntion  gave  them  as  little  eon* 
fidence  k  themselves  as  weight  with  the  publie. 
They  adopted  the  three  first  resdLutions  of  thb 
"Lower  Chaanber,  and  named  a  c(«imittee  of  public 
ai^eQr* 

The  line  of  conduct  which  the  Rej^res^tativei 
meant  to  pursue  was  now  obvious ;  they  had  spo-^ 
li&i  out,  and  named  the  sacrifice  which  they  exacted 
firom  Buonaparte,  being  nothing  less  than  abdfea« 
tion.  It  remained  to  be  known  whether  the  Em- 
TPGNX  would  adopt  measures  of  resistance,  or  sub- 
mit to  tMs  Mcroadunent  If  there  could  be  a 
point  c^  right,  where  both  were  so  far  wrong,  it  cer* 
tainlylaywithNapoleon.  These  very  Representatives 
ware,  by  voluntary  ecmsent,  as  far  as  oaths  and  en- 
gagements can  Innd  men,  his  subjects,  convoked  in 
his  name,  and  having  no  political  existaice  except* 
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ii^  as  a  part  of  his  new  eonsdtatumal  goyenuncBtt. 
Howerer  great  his  fiiidts  to  the  people  of  France,  he 
had  committed  none  towards  these  accpmplioes  of  hi& 
usurpation^  nor  were  they  le^datois  otherwise  than 
as  he  was  thek  Emperor.  Theur  i^f^  to  ^discard 
md  trample  upon  him  in  his  adveraltyy  conosted 
only  in  thdbr  haying  the  power  to  do  so;  and  the 
seadiness  which  they  sjiowed  to  exerdse  that  power^ 
spdce  as  Uttle  tor  their  faith  as  for  their  generosity. 
At  the  same  time,  our  commiseration  for  &Uen 
greatness  is  lost  in  our  sense  o£  that  justice,  whkh 
makes  the  associates  and  tools  of  a  usurpar  the 
readiest  implements  of  his  ruin. 

When  Buonaparte  returned  to  Paris,  his  first  in* 
taryiew  was  with  Carnot,  of  whom  he  demanded,  in 
his  usual  tone  of  authority,  an  instant  supply  of 
treasure,  and  a  leyy  of  300,000  men.  The  minister 
reified,  that  he  could  haye  nather  the  one  nor  the 
other^  Napoleon  then  summoned  Maret,  Duke  of 
Bassano,  and  other  confidential  persons  of  his  court 
But  when  his  dyil  councilors  talked  of  defence,  the 
word  wrung  from  him  the  bitter  ejaculation,  '^  Ah, 
my  Old  Guard,  could  they  but  def<md  themsdyes  like 
your  A  sad  omfession  that  the  military  trundiecm, 
bis  best  emblem  of  command,  was  broken  in  his  gripe. 
Luden  urged  his  brother  to  mdntain  his  authority, 
and  dissolye  the  Chambers  by  fierce ;  but  Napoleon, 
aware  that  the  National  Guard  might  take  the  part  of 
the  Representatiyes,  declined  an  action  so  full  of  ha- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPAETK.  11 

zard.  Davoost  was,  however,  sounded  cofioeniiiighi0 
wiUiDgness  to  act  agaUut  the  Chambers,  but  he  po- 
sitively refused  to  ^o  so.  Some  idea  was  held  out  by 
Fouch6  to  Napoleon,  of  his  being  admitted  to  the 
powers  of  a  dictator ;  but  this  could  be  only  thrown 
oat  as  a  proposal  for  the  purpose  of  amusmg  him. 
In  the  meantime  arrived  the  news  of  the  result  of  the 
meeting  c^  the  Representatives  in  secret  committee^ 
The^untlet  was  now  thrown  down,  and  it  was 
necessary  diat  Napoleon  should^resist  or  yield;  de- 
clare himself  absolute,  and  dissolve  the  Chambers 
by  violence;  or  abdicate  the  authority  he  had  so 
latdy  resumed.    Luden,  finding  him  still  undeter« 
Kdned,  hesitated  not  to  say,  that  the  smoke  o£  the 
battle  of  Mont  Saint  Jean  had  turned  his  bnun.  la 
fact,  his  conduct  at  this  crisis  was  not  that  of  a  great 
man.    He  dared  neither  venture  on  die  desperate 
measures  which  might,  for  a  short  time,  have  pre- 
served  his  power,  nor  could  he  bring  himself  to 
the  dignified  step  of  an  apparently  voluntary  resig- 
nation.   He  clung  to  what  could  no  longer  avail 
him,  like  the  distracted  criminal,  who,  wanting  re- 
solutikm  to  meet  his  fate  by  a  voluntary  effort,  must 
be  pushed  from  the  scaffold  by  the  hand  of  the  exe« 
cutioner. 

Buonaparte  held,  upon  the  night  of  the  21st,  a 
sort  of  general  council,  cqpiprehending  the  ministers 
of  every  description ;  the  president  and  four  mem- 
bets  of  the  Chamber  of  Peers,  the  president,  and 
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four  vioe^prendents,  of  the  RepretentaliTes,  with 
odier  offidal  persons  and  eoBiicillors  (Estate,  '^he 
Emperor  laid  before  this  assembly  the  state  of  the 
natiob)  and  required  thdr  advice*  Regnault  (who 
was  the  Imperial  orator  in  ordinary)  seeonded  the 
statement  with  a  proposal,  that  measures  be  taken 
to  recruit  with  heroes  the  hercMc  armyy  and  faring 
succoufs  to  what,  by  a  happily  selected  phrase,  h» 
termed  the  ^*  astonished^eagle."*  He  opined,  th«re- 
fore,  that  the  Chambers  should  mske  an  i^ipeal  (a 
French  valour,  while  the  Emperor  was  treating  of 
peace  ^*  in  the  most  steady  and  dignified  manner.^ 
Fayette  stated^  that  resistance  would  but  aggravate 
the  calamitfes  of  France.  The  allies  stood  pledged 
to  demand  a  particular  sacrifice  when,  they  first  exu 
gaged  in  the  war ;  they  were  not  likely  to  recede  firom 
it  after  this  decisive  victory.  One  measure  alone  he 
saw  betwixt  the  country  and  a*  bloody  and  ruinous 
conflict,  and  he  referred  to  the  great  and  generous 
spirit  of  th^  Emperor  to  discover  its  nature.  Maret, 
Duke  of  Bassano,  long  Buonaparte's  most  confiden- 
tial friend,  and  fatally  so,  because  (more  a  courtier 
than  a  statesman)  be  attended  rather  to  soothe  his 
humour  than  to  guide  his  councils,  took  fire  at  this 
suggestion.  He  called  for  severe  measures  against 
the  Royalists  and  disaffected;  a  revolnticmary  po« 
Ike,  and  revdutbnary  punishments.  ^*  Had  sucb,^ 
he  said,  ^<  been  earlier  resorted  to,  a  person  (meaning 
probably  Fouche)  who  now  hears  me,  would  not  be 

20 
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wm  imiliiig  at  the  misfortunes  of  his  coonCrj,  and 
Wellington  would  not  be  aaarching  upon  Paris."^ 
Tlub  speech  was  received  with  a  burst  of  disappro- 
badon,  whidi  even  the  presence  ef  the  Emperor,  in 
whose  cause  Maret  was  thus  Tehement,  proved  un* 
aUe  to  restrain ;  hisses  and  elianour  drowned  the 
vdce  of  the  speaker.  Camot,  who  hadjuster  views  of 
the  military  strength^  or  rather  weakness^  of  France 
at  the  moment^  was  desirous,  democrat  as  he  was,  to 
retain  the  advantage  of  Napdeon^s  talents*  He  is 
said  to  have  wept  when  the  abdication  was  insisted 
upcm.  Lanjuinais  and  Constant  supported  the  s^i* 
timoats  of  Fayette.  But  the  Emperor  appe«ed 
gloomy,  dissatisfied^  and  uncertain,  and  the  council 
hroke  up  without  coining  to  any  determination. 

For  another  anxious  night  the  decision  of  Buo- 
naparte was  suspended  Had  the  nation,  or  even 
the  ministers,  been  unanimous  in  a  resolution  to  de- 
fend diemselves,  unquesticmaUy  France  might  have 
been  exposed  to  the  final  chance  of  war,  with  some 
prospect  of  a  struggle  on  Napoleon^s  part;  though, 
when  it  is  considered  within  how  short  a  time  the  al< 
lies  introduced,  within  the  limits  of  France,  an  arm* 
ed  force  amounting  to  800,000  effective  men,  it  does 
not  appear  how  his  resistance  could  have  eventually 
proved  successftiL  It  would  be  injustice  to  deny 
Napoleon  a  natural  feeling  of  the  evils  which  must 
have  been  endured  by  the  nation  in  such  a  protract- 
ed contest,  and  we  readily  suppose  him  unwilling  to 
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have  effected  a  brief  continuation  of  his  reign,  by 
becoming  the  cause  of  much  misery  to  the  fine 
country  which  he  had  so  long  ruled.  Like  most  men 
in  difficulties,  he  received  much  more  advice  than 
ofiers  of  assistance.  The  best  counsel  was,  perhaps, 
that  of  an  American  gentleman,  who  advised  him 
instantly  to  retreat  to  the  North  American  States, 
where  he  could  not  indeed  enjoy  the  royal  privileges 
and  ceremonial,  to  which  he  was  more  attached  than 
philosophy  warrants,  but  where  that  general  respect 
would  have  been  paid  to  him,  which  his  splen^d  ta« 
lents,  and  wonderfUl  career  of  adventure,  were  so  well 
caltulated  to  enforce.  But  now,  as  at  Moscow,  he 
lingered  too  long  in  forming  a  decided  opinion ;  for, 
though  the  importunity  of  friends  and  opponents 
wrung  from  him  the  resignation  which  was  demand, 
ed  at  all  hands,  yet  it  was  clogged  by  conditions 
which  could  only  be  made  in  the  hope  of  retiuning  a 
predominant  interest  in  the  government  by  which  his 
own  was  to  be  succeeded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S2d  June,  only  four  days 
after  the  defeat  at  Waterloo,  the  Chamber  of  Re- 
presentatives  assembled  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
expressed  the  utmost  impatience  to  receive  the  act  of 
abdication.  A  motion  was  made  by  Duchesne,  that 
it  should  be  peremptorily  demanded  from  the  Em- 
peror, when  this  degree  of  violence  was  rendered 
unnecessary  by  his  compliance.  It  was  presented  by 
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Foochij  whose  intrignefl  were  thus  Ar  crowned  with 
success,  and  was  couched  in  the  Mowing  tenns  :-^ 

<<  Frenchmen !-— In  commendng  war  finr  nurni- 
taining  the  naticmal  independence,  I  relied  on  the 
union  of  all  efforts,  of  all  wills,  and  the  concurrence 
of  all  the  national  authorities.  I  had  reason  to  hope 
for  success,  and  I  brayed  all  the  declaradons  of  the 
poWers  against  me* 

<^  Circumstances  appear  to  me  changed.  I  offer 
myself  as  a  sacrifice  to  the  hatred  of  the  enemies  of 
France.  May  they  proye  sincere  in  thdr  declara- 
tions, and  haye  really  directed  them  only  against 
my  power !  My  political  life  is  terminated,  and  I 
proclaim  my  son,  under  the  title  of  Napolecm  II., 
Emperor  of  the  French. 

^^  The  present  ministers  will  proyisionally  form 
the  council  of  the  goyemm^t  The  interest  which 
I  take  in  my  son  induces  me  to  inyite  the  Chambers 
to  form,  without  delay,  the  regency  by  a  law. 

*^  Unite  all  for  the  public  safety,  in  order  to  re« 
main  an  independent  nation. 

(Signed)  "  Napoleon."* 

The  Republican  party  haying  thus  obtained  a  yic- 
tory,  proposed  instantly  seyeral  new  models  for  set- 
tling the  form  of  a  constitution,  in  the  room  of  that, 
wUcb,  exactly  three  weeks  before,  they  had  sworn 
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to  in  the  Champ  de  Mai.  This  was  judged  some* 
what  premature ;  and  they  resolved  for  the  fmeent 
to  content  themselves  with  nominating  a  Provisional 
Grovernment)  vesting  the  executive  powers  of  the 
state  in  five  persons— two  to  be  dios^  from  Buima- 
parte's  House  of  Peers,  and  three  from  that  of  the 
Bepresentatives. 

In  the  meanwhile,  to  {nreserve  the  decency  due  to 
the  late  Emperor,  the  Chamber  named  a  committee 
to  widt  on  him  with  an  address  of  dianks^  in  which 
they  carefully  avoided  all  mention  and  recognition 
of  his  son.  Ni^leon,  for  the  last  time,  received  the 
conunittee  del^;ated  to  present  the  address,  in  Ae 
hnperial  habit,  and  surrounded  by  his  state-offioers 
and  guards.  He  seemed  pale  md  pensive,  but  firm 
and  collected,  and  heard  wit;h  a  steady  indifference 
the  praises  which  thqr  bestowed  on  his  patriotic  sa- 
crifice. His  answer  reamunended  unanimity,  and 
the  speedy  preparation  of  means  of  defence ;  but  at 
the  conclusion  he  reminded  them,  that  his  abdication 
was  conditional,  and  comprehended  the  interests  of 
his  son. 

Lanjuinais,  President  of  the  Chamber,  replied, 
with  profound  respect,  that  the  Chamber  had  pven 
him  no  directions  respecting  the  subject  which  Na« 
poleon  pressed  upon.  ^^  I  told  you,^  ^aid  he,  turn- 
ing to  his  brother  Lucien,  ^^  they  would  not,  could 
not  do  it.~Tell  the  Assembly,^  he  said,  again 
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addressing  the  President,  *^  that  I  recommend  my 
son  to  their  protection.  It  is  in  his  faTOur  I  have 
abdicated.^ 

Thus  the  succession  of  Napoleon  II.  came  to  be 
now  the  point  of  debate  between  the  abdicated  £m« 
peror  and  the  Legislative  Bodies.  It  is  certain,  the 
appointment  could  not  have  been  rendered  accept- 
able to  the  allies ;  and  the  influence  which  Baona- 
parte  and  his  friends  were  likely  to  have  in  a  tegmcy^ 
were  strong  arguments  for  all  in  France  who  had  op- 
posed him  in  the  struggle,  uniting  to  set  aside  his 
family  and  dynasty. 

Upon  the  same  S^d  June,  a  strange  scene  took 
place  in  the  Chamber  of  Peers.  The  government 
had  received  intelligence  that  M areschal  Grouchy, 
whom  we  left  on  the  banks  of  the  Dyle,  near  Wavre, 
and  who  continued  his  action  with  Thielmann,  to 
whom  he  was  opposed  till  deep  in  the  night,  had,  on 
hearing  the  loss  of  the  battle  at  Waterloo,  effected  a 
most  able  retreat  through  Namur,  defended  himsdf 
against  several  attacks,  and  finally  made  his  way  to 
Laon.  This  good  news  encouraged  Camot  to  render 
a  brilliant  account  to  the  Chamber,  of  Grouchy  being 
at  the  head  of  an  untouched  army  of  upwards  of 
60,000  men ;  (Grouchy's  whole  force  at  Wavre  ha- 
ving been  only  32,000 ;)  of  Soult  collecting  20,000 
of  the  Old  Guard  at  Mezieres ;  of  10,000  new  levies 
dispatched  from  the  interior  to  join  the  rallied  forces, 
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irilihlOOplei0eBofcMiiioiL  Ney,h«tffiaiitfeathear« 
iog  theM  exaggerated  statements,  and  his  mind  g$il^ 
ed  with  the  sense  of  Napoleon^s  injustice  towards  him, 
as  expressed'in  the  bulletins,  started  up,  and  spoke 
like  a  possessed  person  undc»  the  power  of  the  ex^^ 
mrcist.    There  was  a  reckless  desperation  in  thtf 
manner  of  his  oontvadicting  the  minister.  It  seemed 
as  if  he  wished  Ih^  state  of  the  world  undone  in  hii 
own  undmng.  ^^  The  report,^  he  said,  ^^  was  false-^ 
ftbe  m  eyery  respect.    Dare  they  tell  eye-witnesses 
of  the  disastrous  day  of  the  18th,  that  we  have  yet 
sixty  thousand  soldiers  embodied  ?  Grouchy  cannot 
have  under  htm  twenty,  or  fiye  and  twenty  thousand 
soldiers,  4it  the  utmost   Had  he  possessed  a  greater 
force,  he  might  have  <M>Tered  the  retreat,  and  the 
Emperor  would  have  'been  still  in  command  of  an 
afmy  on  the  frontiers.    Not  a  man  of  the  Guard,^ 
he  said,  *^  will  ever  rally  more.    I  myself  com-^ 
manded  them — I  myself  witnessed  their  total  extern 
mination,  ere  I  left  the  field  of  battle — They  are  an^- 
nihihited~The  enemy  are  at  Nivelles  with  80,000 
men ;  th^  may,  if  th^  please,  be  at  Paris  in  «ix 
days— There  is  no  safety  for  France,  but  in  instant 
prqiositions  of  peace.^    On  being  contradicted  by 
Genend  Flahault,  Ney  resumed  his  sinister  state- 
ment with  even  more  vehemence ;   and  at  length 
striking  at  once  into  the  topic  which  all  felt,  but 
n<me  had  ventured  yet  to  name,  he  said  in  a  low, 
but  distinct  voice, — "  Yes  !  I  repeat  it— your  only 
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course  is  by  negotiadoii— ymintoBt  recill  the  Bouiv 
bons;  and  fiir  me,  I  will  retiire  to  the  United  States.^ 

The  most  bitter  reproaches  were  heaped  on  Ney  for 
this  last  expression.  Lavalette  and  Camot  especially 
appeared  iircensed  against  him.  Ney  rej^ed^  with 
sullen  contempt,  to  those  who  blamed  his  conduct^ 
^  I  am  not  one  of  those  to  whom  their  interest  is 
erery thing;  what  shmdd  I  gain  by  the  restoration 
of  Louis,  except  being  shot  for  desertion  ?  but  I 
must  speak  the  truth,  for  the  sake  of  the  country.*^ 
This  strange  scene  sunk  deep  into  the  minds  of  think- 
ing men,  who  were  thenceforward  induced  to  view 
the  subsequent  sounding  resolutions,  and  bustling  de« 
bates  of  the  Chambers,  as  empty  noise,  unsupport- 
ed by  the  state  of  the  national  resources. 

After  this  debate  on  the  state  of  the  means  of  de* 
fence,  there  followed  one  scarce  less  stormy,  in  the 
House  of  Peers,  upcm  the  reading  of  the  Act  of  Ab- 
dication. Lucien  Buonaparte  took  up  the  question 
of  the  succession,  and  insisted  upon  the  instant  re-r 
cognition  of  his  nephew,  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  constitution.  The  Count  de  Pontecoulant  inter- 
rupted the  orator,  demanding  by  what  right  Lucien, 
an  Italian  prince^  and  an  alien,  presumed  to  name  a 
sovereign  to  thcf  French  empire,  where  he  himself 
had  not  even  the  privileges  of  a  denizen  ?  To  this 
objection,-^a  strange  on^  certainly,  coming  from 
lips  which  had  sworn  feith  but  twenty-two  days 
before  to  accmstitution,  recogninng  Lucien  not  only 
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as  a  denizen,  but  as  one  of  the  blood-royal  of  France, 
— the  prince  answered  that  he  was  a  Frenchman  by 
his  sentiments,  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws.  Ponte- 
coulant  then  objected  to  accept  as  sovereign  a  child 
residing  in  a  different  kingdom ;  and  La  Bedoyere, 
observbg  the  hesitation  of  the  assembly,  started  up, 
and  demeaning  himself  with  unrestrained  fury,  exhi- 
bited the  same  blind  and  devoted  attachment  to  Na- 
poleon, which  had  prompted  him  to  show  the  ex* 
ample  of  defection  at  Grenoble. 

"  The  Emperor,^  he  said,  "  had  abdicated  sole- 
ly in  behalf  of  his  son.  His  resignation  was  null, 
if  his  son  was  not  instantly  proclaimed.  And  who 
were  they  who  opposed  this  generous  resolution  ? 
Those  whose  voices  had  been  always  at  the  sove- 
reign'*s  devotion  while'  in  prosperity ;  who  had  fled 
from  him  in  adversity,  and  who  were  already  has- 
tening to  receive  the  yoke  of  foreigners.  Yes,'* 
continued  this  impetuous  young  man,  aiding  his 
speech  with  the  most  violent  gestures,  and  over- 
powering, by  the  loudness  of  his  tone,  the  murmurs 
of  the  assembly,  "  if  you  refuse  to  acknowledge  the 
Imperial  prince,  I  declare  that  Napoleon  must  agiun 
draw  his  sword — again  shed  blood.  At  the  head  of 
the  brave  Frenchmen  who  have  bled  in  his  cause,  we 
will  rally  around  him  ;  and  woe  to  the  base  generals 
who  are  perhaps  even  now  meditating  hew  treasons  ! 
I  demand  that  they  be  impeached,  and  punished  as 
deserters  of  the  national  standard — that  their  names 
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be  given  to  infamy,  their  houses  razed,  their  families 
proscribed  and  exiled.  We  will  endure  no  traitors 
amongst  us.  Napoleon,  in  resigning  his  power  to 
save  the  nation,  has  done  his  duty  to  himself,  but 
the  nation  is  not  worthy  of  him,  since  she  has  a  se- 
cond time  compelled  him  to  abdicate ;  she  who  vow- 
ed to  abide  by  him  in  prosperity  and  reverses.**^  The 
ravings  of  this  daring  enthusiast,  who  was,  in  fact, 
giving  language  to  the  feelings  of  a  great  part  of  the 
French  army,  were  at  length  drowned  in  a  general 
cry  of  order.  "  You  forget  yourself,'^  exclaimed 
Massena.  "  You  believe  yourself  still  in  the  corps 
dugarde^  Biud  Lameth.  La  Bedoyere  strove  to  go 
on,  but  was  silenced  by  the  general  clamour,  which 
at  length  put  an  end  to  this  scandalous  scene. 

The  Peers,  Uke  the  deputies  of  the  Lower  Cham- 
ber, having  eluded  the  express  recognition  of  Napo- 
leon 11. ,  the  two  Chambers  proceeded  to  name  the 
members  of  the  Provisional  Government.  These 
ware  Camot,  Pouch6,  Caulaincourt*,  Grenier,  and 
Quinette.  In  their  proclamation,  they  stated  that 
Napoleon  had  resigned,  and  that  his  son  had  been 
proclaimed  (which,  by  the  way,  was  not  true) ;  call- 
ing on  the  nation  for  exertions,  sacrifices,  and  una- 
nimity, and  promising,  if  not  an  actually  new  con- 
stitution, as  had  been  usual  on  such  occasions,  yet 
such  a  complete  revision  and  repair  of  that  which 
was  now  three  weeks  old,  as  should  make  it  in  every 
respect  as  good  as  new. 
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This  address  had  Stde  e£^  either  on  the  ttoopt 
or  the  Federates,  who,  like  La  Bedoyere,  were  of 
opinion  that  Napoleon^s  idbdioation  could  only  be  re- 
ceived on  his  own  terms^  These  men  assembled  in 
armed  parties,  and  paraded  under  Buonaparte^s  win^ 
dows,  at  the  palace  of  Bourbon  Elys^e.  Money  and 
liquor  were  delivered  to  tibem,  which  increased  theb 
cries  of  Vive  Napoleon!  Vive VEmpereur !  They 
insulted  the  National  Guards,  and  seemed  disposed 
to  attack  the  residence  of  Fouche.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  National  Guards  were  30,000  men  in  num- 
ber,  disposed  in  general  to  support  order,  and  many 
of  them  leaning  to  the  side  of  Louis  XVIII.  A 
moment  of  internal  ccmvulsion  seemed  inevitable ; 
for  it  was  said,  that  if  Napoleon  II.  was  not  instant- 
ly acknowledged,  Buonaparte  would  come  down  and 
dissolve  the  Chamber  with  an  armed  force. 

On  the  meeting  of  the  24th  June,  the  important 
question  of  succession  was  decided,  or  rather  evaded^ 
as  follows :— Manuel,  generally  understood  to  be  die 
organ  of  Fouch6  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
made  a  long  speech  to  show  that  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  a  formal  recognition  of  the  succession  of  Na« 
poleon  II.,  since  he  was,  by  the  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, already  in  possession  of  the  throne.  When  the 
orator  had  given  this  deep  reason  that  their  Sovereign 
should  neither  be  acknowledged  nor  proclaimed, 
purely  because  he  was  their  Sovereign,  all  arose  and 
shouted,  Vive  Napoleon  I L!  But  when  therte  was  a 
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pco^oMl  to  fwear  all^gianoe  to  the  new  Empetor, 
there  WIS  a  general  cry  of  <<  No  oaths !  Nooj^sP 
as  if  there  existed  a  consdousness  in  the  Chamber  of 
haring  been  too  lavish  of  these  ill-redeemed  ^edges, 
and  a  general  disgust  at  commencing  a  new  coarse 
of  peiQQzy. 

The  Chamber  of  Rq^iesentatiTes  thus  silenced,  if 
t^  did  not  satisfy,  the  Imperialist  party,  by  a  sort 
of  mctdental  and  ostenrible  adcnowledgment  of  the 
young  Napoleon^s  right  to  the  crown ;  while  at  the 
same  time,  by  deckring  the  Pvoyisional  Government 
to  be  a  necessary  guarantee  for  the  liberties  of  the 
subject,  they  prevented  the  interference  either  of 
Niqx)leon  himself,  or  any  of  his  friends,  in  the  ad* 
ministration  of  the  country.  Yet,  notwithstandmg 
the  simulated  nature  of  their  compliance  with  the 
CNqpedal  condition  of  Napoleon'^s  resignation,  th» 
Chambers  and  Provisional  Governm^t  were  as  strict 
in  exacting  from  the  abdicated  Sovereign  the  terms 
of  his  bargain,  as  if  they  had  paid  him  fhe  stipulated 
Value  in  sterling,  instead  of  counterfeit  cdin.  Thus 
they  exacted  frmn  him  a  proclamation,  addressed  in 
his  own  name  to  the  soldiers,  in  order  to  copfirm  the 
fact  of  his  abdication,  which  the  troops  were  unwillbg 
to  believe  on  any  authority  inferior  to  his  own.  In 
this  address,  there  are,  however,  expressions,  which 
show  his  sense  of  the  compulsion  under  which  he 
acted.  After  an  exhortation  to  the  soldiers  to  con- 
tinue in  dieir  career  of  honour,  and  an  assurance  of 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


24  LIFB  OF 

the  interest  which  he  should  always  take  in  dwir 
exploits,  follows  this  passage :— ^^  Both  you  and  I 
have  been  calumniated.  Men,  very  unfit  to  appre- 
ciate our  labours,  have  seen  in  the  marks  of  attach- 
ment which  you  have  given  me,  a  zeal  of  which  I 
was  the  sole  object.  Let  your'  future  successes  tell 
them,  that  it  was  the  country,  above  all  thmgs,  which 
you  served  in  obeybg  me;  and  that,  if  I  had  any 
share  in  your  affecticms,  I  owed  it  to  my  ardent  love 
for  France,  our  common  mother.^^ 

These  expressions  were  highly  disagreeable  to  the 
Chamber  of  Rq>resentatives,  who  at  the  same  time 
regarded  the  presence  of  Napoleon  in  the  capital  as 
dangerous  to  their  own  power,  and  to  the  public 
tranquillity.  The  suburbs,  with  their  fierce  inmates, 
continued  to  be  agitated,  and  soldiers,  the  straggling 
relics  of  the  field  of  Waterloo,  were  daily  gathering 
under  the  walls  of  Parijs,  furious  at  their  recent  de- 
feat, and  calling  on  their  Emperor  to  lead  them  to 
vengeance.  There  seems  to  have  been  little  to  pre- 
vent Napoleon  from  still  placing  himself  at  the  head 
of  a  small  but  formidable  army.  To  remove  him  from 
this  temptation,  the  Provisional  Government  requi- 
red him  to  retire  to  the  palace  of  Malmaison,  near 
St  Germains,  so  long  the  favourite  abode  of  the  dis« 
carded  Josephine.  Napoleon  had  not  been  with- 
in its  walls  a  single  day,  before,  surrounded  by 
Fouch^'s  police,  he  found  that  he,  who,  not  a  month 
since,  bad  disposed  of  the  fate  of  myriads,  was  no 
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longer  Ae  free  master  of  his  own  actions.  He  was 
watched  and  controlled,  though  without  the  use  of 
actual  force,  and  now,  for  the  first  time,  felt  what  it 
was  to  lose  that  free  agency,  of  which  his  despotism 
had  for  so  many  years  depriyed  so  large  a  portion  of 
mankind.  Yet  he  seemed  to  submit  to  his  fate  with 
indifference,  or  only  expressed  impatience  when  beset 
fay  his  personal  creditors,  who,  understanding  that  he 
was  not  likely  to  remain  long  in  France,  attempted 
to  extort  from  him  a  settlement  of  their  cliums.  This 
petty  p^secution  was  given  way  to  by  the  govem- 
mait,  as  one  of  several  expedients  to  abridge  his 
residoice  in  France;  and  they  had  the  means  of 
using  force,  if  all  should  faih 

^hort  as  was  the  time  he  lingered  at  Malmaison, 
incredible  as  it  may  be  thought,  Napoleon  was  al- 
most forgotten  in  Paris.  "  No  one,''  says  a  well-in- 
formed author,  living  in  that  city  during  the  crisis, 
*^  except  the  immediate  friends  of  government,  pre- 
tends to  know  whether  he  is  still  at  Malmaison,  or 
se^ns  to  think  it  a  question  of  importance  to  ask. 

On  Saturday  last.  Count  M saw  him  there ;  he 

was  tranquil,  but  quite  lost.  His  friends  now  pre- 
tend, that,  since  his  return  from  Elba,  he  has  never 
been  quite  the  man  he  was.''*  There  was,  however, 
a  reason  for  his  protracting  his  residence  at  Mal- 


■  Substance  of  Letters  written  by  an  Englishman  resident  at 
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itaiitii,  more  honoiinible  thtfi  mtrt  hunuMi 
anoe  to  submit  to  inevitaUe  calamity. 

The  English  and  ProsdMi  forces  weie  nowiaf^ 
pioaching  Paris  by  rapid  marches ;  ereiy  town  folk 
ing.  before  them  which  oookl  have  been  reckoned 
upon  as.  a  bar  to  their  prc^jress*  When  Paris  was 
agmn  to  be  ffutt  ronsid  with  hostile  armies^  heiioui* 
able  as  well  as  pditicalfodingsmii^  lead  Napolecni 
to  hope  that  the  Represetttatives  might  be  inclined 
to  wave  all  personal  animosity^  and»  having  reoomrse 
to  his  extraordinary  talenta^  and  bis  influence  oirer  the 
minds  of  the  army  and  foderates,  by  which  alone  the 
capital  could  be  de&nded,  migte  permit  him  once 
more  to  assume  the  sword  for  protection  of  Paris; 
He  offered  to  command  the  army  as  general  in  ddef, 

in  behalf  of  his  son.    He  offered  to  take  share,  in 

• 

the  defence,  as  an  ordinary  citizen.  But  the  in* 
temal  discord  had  gone  too  far.  The  popular  par^ 
which  then  {nrevailed,  saw  more  danger  in  the  suc^r 
eess  of  Napoleon,  than  in  the  superiority  of  the  al^ 
lies.  The  latter  they  hoped  to  conciliate  by  treaty. 
They  doubted,  with  good  reason,  the  power  of  r&> 
sisting  them  by  force ;  and  if  »ich  resistance,  was  or 
could  be  maintained  by  Napoleon,  thqr  feared  his 
supremacy,  in  a  military  command,  at  least  as  much 
as  the  predominance  of  the  allies.  His  services  were 
therefore  declined  by  them. 

Like  skilful  anglers,  the  Provisional  Government 
had  been  gradually  drawing  their  nets  around  Ni^o- 
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kon^mdH  wit  Boir  timet  ts  they  thou^^  ti^dnig 
Inm  upoH  the  shallows.  They  proceeded  to>  plaoe 
falm  under  a  sorti  of  arrest,  by  directnig  Generd  Be- 
ker,  an  officer  with  i^iom  Napolemi  had  been  on  in- 
fifibroit  terms,  to  wafedi  orer,  and  if  necessaiy,  tt> 
restrain  his  moyementB  in  such  a^  manner,  that  it 
should  be  impossible  for  him  to  make  his  escape,  and 
to  use  measures  to  induce  him  to  leaYC  Mahnaison 
fir  Rodieibrtj  where  die  mesne  were  provided:  for 
his  departure  out  of  France.  Orders  were  at  the 
%ame  time  given  for  two  frigates  to  transport  him*  to 
the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  &urveiilanoe 
of  General  Beker  and  the  police  was  to  oonttnne 
until  the  late  Emperor  was  on  board  the  vessels. 
This  order  was  qualified  by  directions  diat  all  pos- 
fflble  care  should  be  taken  to  ^isure  the  safety  of 
Napoleou^s  person.  A  corresponding  order  was  trans- 
mitted by  Davoust,  who,  giving  way  to  one  of  those 
equivocal  bursts  of  feeling,  by  which  men  compro- 
mise a  conflict  betwera  their  sentiments  and  their 
duty  or  tfidr  interest,  reused  to  sign  it  himself,  but 
ordered  his  secretary  to  do  so,  which^  as  he  obser- 
ved, would  be  quite  the  same.* 

Napoleon  submitted  to  his  destiny  with  resigna- 
tion and  dignity.  He  recdved  Greneral  B^er  with 
ease,  and  even  clKerfulness ;  and  the  latter,  with 


'  Las  Cases*  Journal,  itjc.  vol.  L  p.  1.  pp.  18  and  19,  Note. 
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feeUngs  which  did  him  honour,  felt  the  task  commit- 
ted to  him  the  more  painful,  that  he  had  experienced 
the  personal  enmity  of  the  individual  who  was  now 
intrusted  to  his  custody.  About  forty  persons,  of  dif- 
ferent ranks  and  degrees,  honourably  dedicated  their 
services  to  the  adversity  of  the  Emperor,  whom  they 
had  served  in  prosperity. 

Yet,  amid  all  these  preparations  for  departure, 
a  .longing  hope,  remained  that  his  exile  might  be 
dispensed  with.  He  heard  the  distant  cannonade  as 
the  war>horse  hears  the  trumpet.  Again  he  offered 
his  services  to  march  against  Blucher  as  a  simple  vo- 
lunteer, undertaking  that,  when  he.  had  repulsed  the 
invaders,  he  would  then  proceed  on  his  journey  of 
ei^patriation.  He  had  such  hopes  of  his  request 
being  granted,  as  to  have  his  horses  brought  out  and , 
in  readiness  to  enable  him  to  join  the  army.  But  the 
Provisional  Government  anew  declined  an  offer,  the 
acceptance  of  which  would  indeed  have  ruined  all 
hopes  of  treating  with  the  allies.  Fouch6,  on  hear- 
ing Napoleon^s  proposal,  is  said  to  have  exclaimed, 
^^  Is  he  laughing  at  us  r  Indeed,  his  joining  the 
troops  would  have  soon  made  him  master  of  the  des- 
tiny of  the  Provisional  Government,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  final  result. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  Napoleon  departed  from 
Malmaison ;  on  the  3d  of  July  he  arrived  at  Roche- 
fort.  General  Beker  accompanied  him,  nor  does 
his  journey  seem  to  have  been  marked  by  any  cir- 
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cumstances  worthy  of  remark.  Wherever  he  came,, 
die  troops  receiyed  him  with  acclamation ;  the  citi*- 
zens  respected  the  mii^rtunes  of  one  who  had  been 
welkiigh  master  of  the  world,  and  were  uleat  where 
they  could  not  applaud. 

.  Thus,  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  was 
completely  ended.  But,  before  advertiDg  to  his  fu- 
ture fate,  we  must  complete,  in  few  words,  the  con« 
sequences  of  his  abdication,  and  offer  some  remarks 
on  the  circumstances  by  which  it  was  extorted  and 
Aforced. 

'  The  Proyisional  Government  had  sent  commis* 
sioners  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  to  request  pass- 
ports for  Napoleon  to  the  States  of  America.  The 
Duke  had  no  instructions  from  his  government  to 
grant  them.  The  Prussiiui  and  English  generalsr 
dike  declined  all  overtures  made  for  the  esta- 
blishment, or  acknowledgment,  either  of  the  present 
Provisional  administration,  or  any  plan  which  they 
endeavoured  to  suggest,  short  of  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons  to  the  seat  of  government.  The  Pro- 
visional Commissioners  endeavoured,  with  as  little 
success,  to  awaken  the  spirit  of  national  defence.  They 
had  lost  the  road  to  the  soldiers'  hearts.  The  thoughts 
of  patriotism  had  in  the  army  become  isidissolubly 
united  with  the  person  and  the  qualities  of  Napoleon. 
It  was  in  vain  that  deputies,  with  scarfs,  and  procla- 
mations of  public  right,  and  invocation  of  the  ancient 
watch- words  of  the  Revolution,  endeavoured  to  awa- 
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ken  the  spirit  of  1794.  The  ioldwn  and  federalei 
miswered  sullenly,  ^^  Why  should  w«  fight  any  more  P 
we  have  ho  longer  an  Emperor.'" 

Meanwhile^  Ae  Royalist  party  assumed  courage, 
and  showed  themselves  in  arms  in  several  of  the  de- 
partments, directed  the  public  opinion  in  many  others^ 
and  gained  great  accessions  from  the  Constitution* 
alists.  Indeed,  if  any  of  the  latter  still  contmued 
to  dread  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons,  it  was  p«t« 
hf  'bom  the  fear  of  reaction  and  retaliation  oa  the 
side  of  the  successful  Royalists,  and  partly  because 
it  was  apprehended  that  the  lite  events  might  have 
made  on  the  mind  of  Louis  an  impression  unfavour^ 
able  to  oonstitutiOBal  limitations,  a  disgust  to  Aose 
by  whom  diey  were  recommended  and  supported, 
and  a  propensity  to  resume  the  arbitrary  measures 
by  which  his  Ancestors  had  governed  thdr  kingdom. 
Those  who  nourished  those  apjnrehcnsions  could  not 
but  allow,  that  they  were  founded  in  the  fickleness 
and  ingradtude  of  the  people  themsdvto,  who  had 
shown  themsdves  unworthy  of,  and  easily  bduced 
to  conspire  i^inst,  die  mild  and  easy  rule  of  a  limit« 
ed  monarchy.  But  liiey  involved,  nevertheless, 
tremmdous  consequences,  if  the  King  should  be  dis- 
posed  to  act  upon  rigorous  and  vindictive  prindples ; 
and  it  was  such  an  apprehension  on  the  part  of 
some,  joined  to  the  fears  of  others  for  pers(»Md  con- 
sequences, the  sullen  shame  of  a  tUrd  party,  and 
the  hatred  of  the  army  to  the  princes  whom  they 
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bad  btoayed,  which  procured  fbr  the  Provisknuil 
Ge^enunait  a  show  of  obedieiree. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Chambers  continued  their  re- 
aistanee  to  receivingtbeir  legitimate  monardi)  though 
unabk  to  ^dte  any  enthusiasm  save  that  expvess* 
ed  in  the  momentary  explosions  diaeharged  witbin 
tbeir  own  place  of  meeting,  which  gratified  no  eaia, 
and  heated  no  brains  but  their  own.  In  the  mean- 
while, the  armies  of  SouH  and  Grouchy  were  driren 
under  the  waUs  of  Paris,  where  ^icy  were  speedify 
fioUowed  by  ihe  Englidi  and  the  Prusaans.  The 
nartnral  gallantry  of  the  French  then  diluted  a  ro- 
aiatance,  lAadi  was  honourable  to  their  arms,  though 
totally  uBsuoeesfltfuL  The  allies,  kistead  of  renew- 
ing ibe  doiditful  attack  on  Montmartre,  crossed  the 
Seine,  and  attacked  Paris  on  the  undefended  side. 
There  was  not,  as  in  1814,  a  hostile  army  to  endan- 
ger the  communkations  on  their  rear.  The  French, 
bowerFsr,  showed  great  bravery,  bolb  by  an  ttttompt 
to  tdefiend  Venailles,  atid  in  a  coup'4e-mam  43I  Gklie« 
val  Excelmaius,  by  which  he  attempted  to  record 
duit  town.  But  at  length,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
sult of  a  council  of  war  held  in  Paris,  on  the  night 
betwiiLt  the  Sd  and  3d  <^  July,  an  armistice  was  con- 
duded,  by  which  the  capital  was  surrendered  to  the 
alfies,  and  the  French  army  was  drawn  off  behind  the 
Loire. 

The  allies  sosptoded  (3ieir  operations  until  the 
French  troqps  should  be  brought  to  submit  to  their 
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destined  moTement  in  retreat,  agiiiist  whicb  tfcey 
^tru^led  with  vain  enthusiasm.  Permitting  their  vio^ 
lence  to  subside,  they  d^^yeid  their  own  occupation  of 
P«ris  until  the  7th  of  July,  when  it  had  been  com- 
pletdy  evacuated.    The  Britifth  and  Prussians  then 
took  military  possessum,  in  »  manner  strictly  regular, 
but  arguing  a  different  state  of  feelmgs  on  both  parts, 
from  those  exhibited  in  the  joyous  procession  of  the 
aUies  along  the  boulevards  in  1814.     The  Provi^ 
sional  Government  continued  their  sittings,  though 
Fouch6,  the  chief  among  th^n,  had  been  long  in- 
diguing,  (and  ever  since  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  with 
apparent  sincenty,)  for  the  second  restoration  of  tl^ 
Bourbon  family,  on  such  terms  as  should  secure  the 
liberties  of  France.-  They  received  on  the  6th  of  July 
the  final  resolution  of  the  allied  sovereigns,  that  they 
consid^ed  all  authority  emanating  from  the  usurped 
pow^  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  as  null,  and  of  no  ef- 
fect ;  and  that'  Louis  XVIII.,  who  was  presently  at 
Saint  Denis,  would  on  the  next  day,  or  day  after  at  far- 
thest, enter  his  capital,  and  resume  his  regalauthority. 
On  the  7th  of  July,  the  Provisional  Commissicm 
dissolved  itself.    The  Chamber  of  Peers,  when  they 
heard  the  act  of  surrender,  dispersed  in  silence ;  but 
thut  of  the  Bepresentatives  continued*  to  sit,  vote, 
and  debate,  for  several  hours.     The  president  then 
prorogued  the  meetbg  till  eight  the  next  morning, 
in  defiance  of  the  cries  of  several  members,  who  call- 
ed on  him  to  maintain  the  Mteral  permanence  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAPOLB^V  BVONAFAftTt.  M 


m/HMg.  Tko  MKt  mammig,  Ike  Memben  wha  a». 
tended  fowd  die  IiaU  ■wifinrHM  bj  Ae  Nadwet 
Gttud,  who  nfiised  them  admiltMoe,  9mi  betird  the 
ezebnuMaont  and  cenphute  ef  ib^  depitiee  wtlli 
gnat  dieregivd.  Nqr»  the  dittppoinbed  nd  uidig- 
luttt  Ifghhrteffft  wfn  eolj^ectod  (e  the  tidieiile  -ef  lie 
idb  qieetatcvt»  whe  afioonqptnied  the  arrhrd  md  i#- 
iatat  of  etch  iittliffidiial  wUi  Uni^iter  and  acofanie^ 
tkn^load  in  propottioiito  thei^paieat  exoeeeaf  fab 
morlificatin. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Lows  ie-«iteied  his  tapitd> 
attended  by  a  rery  bwge  body  of  the  Nationsl  Guards 
and  ^Uxfii.  Vohmteers^  as  irdl  as  by  hk  honsehioU 
tro^s.  In  the  tear  of  these  soldien  eame  a  mme- 
ions  etat-mgor,  toBomg  whom  were  disdagaidied 
tbe  Maneaobrift  Victor,  Mamumt,  Maedenald,  Oa«- 
dinot,  iGonvion  St  Cyr,  Monceyy  Mid  Lefebrre.  An 
immeBse  cenconrse  <^dtisens  received,  with  aodtf- 
ttattons,  the  legitimate  monardi;  and  the  females 
vace  observed  to  be  particnlariy  eager  in  their  ex* 
pBDesmns  of  joy.  Tims  was  Louis  again  installed 
in  the  pataee  of  his  ancestors,  over  whidi  the  white 
faunier  jonee  more  ^ated.  Here,  therefore,  ended 
that  shest  space,  filled  with  so  muoh  that  is  wondev- 
Mf  th«t  jpeiiod  of  an  Hundred  Days,  in  which  die 
events  of  a  eetttnry  seemed  t^  be  contained.  Before 
we  jutooeed  with  the  nasrative,  which  must  in  future 
be  tfaeJustory  of  an  inGU(vidttal,itniaynot  be  impriH 
per  ta  GSAt  a  look  back  iqpon  the  events  comprised 
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within  that  extraoidiiiaty  period,  and  offer  a  fewre^ 
narks  on  their  political  nature  and  tendency. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  ronind  the  reader,  that  Na- 
poleon's restoration  to  the  throne  was  the  comlnned 
work  of  two  fiM^tions*  One  comprehended  the  anny» 
who  desired  the  recovery  of  their  own- honour,  sullied 
hf  reoent  defeats,  and  the  recalling  of  the  Empmir 
to  their  head,  that  he  might  save  th^  from  being 
disbanded,  and  lead  them  to  new  victories.  Theod^r 
party  was  that  which  not  only  desired  that  the  king^ 
dom  should  possess  a  large  share  of  practical  firee- 
dom,  but  felt  interested  that  the  doctrines  of  the  Be* 
volution  should  be  recognised,  and  particularly  that 
which  was  held  to  entitle  the  peopte,  or  thoscTwho 
might  contrive  to  assume  the  right  of  representbg 
them,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  govemm^t  at 
pleasure,  and  to  be,  as  was  said  of  the  great  Earl  of 
Warwick,  the  setters  up  andP  pullers  down  of  kings. 
This  party,  avmling  themselves  of  some  xeal  emn 
of  the  reigning  £unily,  imagining  more,  and  exdting 
a  cloud  of  dark  suspicions,  had  instigated  a  genend 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  against  the  Bourbons.  But 
though  they  probably  might  have  had  recourse  to 
violence,  nothing  appears  less  probable  than  their 
success  in  totally  overturning  royalty,  had  they  been 
unsupported  by  the  soldiers.  The  army,  whidi  rose 
ao  readily  at  Buonaparte's  summons,  had  no  commu- 
nity of  feeling  with  the  Jacobms,  as  they  were  called ; 
and  but  for  his  arrival  upon  the  scene,  would  have 
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acted,  there  ean  be  little  doabC,  at  the  oommcnd  of 
the  MareschaLs,  who  were  almost  all  attached  to  the 
royal  fiimily.  It  was,  therefore,  the  attachment  of  the 
anny  to  thdbr  andent  commander  which  gare  sucoest 
to  the  joint  enterprise,  which  the  Jacobinical  party 
alone  would  have  attempted  in  vain. 

The  Republican,  or  Jacobin  party,  closed  witfr 
thehr  powerful  ally ;  thmr  leaders  accepted  titles  at 
his  hands ;  undertook  offices,  and  became  members 
of  a  Chamber  of  Peers  and  of  Representatives,  sum- 
moned by  his  authority.  They  acknowledged  him  aa 
their  Emperor ;  received  as  bis  boon  a  new  constitu- 
tion ;  and  swore  in  the  face  of  aH  France  the  oath  ef 
fealty  to  it,  and  to  him  as  their  sovereign.  On  suck 
terms  the  Emperor  and  his  Legislative  Body  parted 
on  the  7tb  of  June.  Suspicion  there  existed  between 
them  certainly,  but,  m  all  outward  appearance,  he* 
departed  a  contented  prince  from  a  contented  people. 
Eleven  days  brought  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  with  aD 
its  consequences.  Policy  of  a  sound  and  rational  sort 
should  have  induced  t^e  Chambers  to  stand  by  the 
Emperor  whom  they  had  made,  to  arm  him  with  the 
power  which  the  occasion  required,  and  avail  Aem- 
selves  of  his  extraordinary  military  talent,  ta  try  some 
chance  of  arreieiting  the  invaders  in  then:  progress. 
Even  shame  might  have  prevented  them  from  lend- 
ing their  shoulders,  to  overthrow  the  tottering  throne 
before  which  they  had  so  lately  kneeled^  They  de- 
termined otherwise.    The  instant  he  became  unfor- 
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tanite»  Napok^  ceased  to  he  their  Easpatori  the 
fottroedf  their  poirer  and  Attthori^.  They  oo«U  see 
noOfaig  in  him  but  die  Iwrt  dei^,  who  is  te  be  butted 
firmn  the  herd;  the  Joiuvi  in  the  veMel^  wh^  ie  to  be 
fiong  otretboard.  Whe*  Napolerav  therefeae^  UlkeA 
to  them  of  men  and  mxt9y  they  answered  hioft,  wUh 
^^equdi^andtber^htsofmanr  every  diance  of 
redeetatog  the  eonsequenees  of  Waterloo  was  losl^ 
and  the  Einperor  of  thefar  choice,  i£  not  ostensiU^ft 
was  in  effect  at  least  ttcreated,  and  sent  to  the  sea-, 
eoast,  like  a  ^on  for  dqportation.  Th^  condncty 
howev^>  w«Qt  elearly  to  (show,  diat  Napoleon  was  wi 
Aefiiee  ijboioe  of  the  French  peoj^,  and  espedatty 
that  he  was  not  the  choice  (^  those  w^  termed  theio- 
aslras  exdttsi^ely  the  fiiaids  of  Aeedou. 

HoYmg  thus  shoTim  how  easily  they  could  get  rid 
ef  the  aaicHiareh  who  had  called  them  into  political 
aJeteiayce,  the  Chamb^ns  applied  to  the  allies,  invito 
tiag  them  to  give  their  concurrencj)  to  the  election 
of  another  soteiseigBy  and  asnst  them  to  build  aaotb^ 
Ihlvne  on  the  quicksand  which  had  just  swallowed 
thatofN^eon.  In  one  req^  they  were  not  u^t 
reasonably  te&acious.  They  csired  little  who  the  so- 
vereign rshonld  be,  wheth^  Orleans  or  Qiaage,  tl^ 
Englisli^an  WdUogton^  the  Cossack  Flatoff>  pro* 
nding  only  he  shoidd  derive  no  right  ham  any  one 
but  tboaselTes;  and  that  they  should  be  at  liberty 
to  reeaH  that  i^ht  when  it  mj^  plei^  them  tio  do 
so.    And  th^e  can  be  little  doi^H,  that  any  new 
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nmde  ty  the  assbtanee  atmthmm^  mmMhm^MgfJm 
occasbned  Ute  coDameneemelH;  0I  die  mU  dmee  of 
revolulicni,  till,  Ifte  ao  many  nad  Derviae8»  diaqr 
irhli  the  whirls  Ae  Fv^ich  natien  would  onoe  move 
hare  sank  to  leat  undar  die  ifon  tfw^r  of  deajiotifliii. 
The  affiedaoYeragiM  viewed  Aeie  prq^oaalawiili 
an  evfl  eye^  bodi  in  respect  to  their  nature,  nA^ 
ihoae  by  whom  tliejr  were  proposed.    Of  the  avtbo-' 
^e8,*ihe  most  jnrudent  was  ihe  Dvkio  of  Otranto, 
and  life  had  been  Fouchi  of  Nantes.  Oamot^inaim 
was  to  be  fbond  at  all  the  Moody  rescripts  of  Aebe-^ 
st^erre,  in  which  the  consdence  of  die  did  decapanv 
and  yonng  count  had  nerer  foand  aiqrdihig  t^tkjgw 
gle  at.    There  were  many  odiars,  dlsdnguishedm 
die  Bevohitionary  days.    The  language  whidi  they 
facild  was  ^dready  assuming  die  c«it  of  demoesacy, 
and  diottgh  diete  was  among  them  a  large  ^propoxi*' 
don  of  good  and«blemen,it  wasnet  to  beforgotten^ 
how  many  t>f  such  existed  in  the  first  Assembly,  fur 
no  purpose  but  to  seal  the  moderation  and  rad^aallty - 
of  dieir  political  opinions  with  thek  ISoed.    it  was 
a  matter  of  imperious  necessity  to  avoid  whatever - 
might  give  occadon  to  renew  diose  scenes  of  shaaie^ 
ftd  reoollectiims,  and  d»  Sovereigns  saw  «  guaiMMe 
aganiflt  their  return,  in  insisting  that  Louis  XWII. 
dioffld  remount  the  throne  as  its  legitimate  owner. 

The  right  of  legidmaey,  or  die  right  of  successioB, 
a  regulation  adopted  into  the  eemmon  lawefmostvio- 
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■ardical  cMrthatioiiti  is  boirowed  fysmi  the  analogy 
af  {riTttte  life,  wheie  the  eldeftt  son  becomes  natairaUy 
die  head  and  ptotector  of  the  family  i^nm  the  de- 
cease of  the  fadien  While  states,  indeed,  are  smally — 
before  laws  are  settled, — and  when  much  depends  on 
the  personal  aluli^  and  talents  of  the  monarch, — ^the 
power,  which,  &r  aoght  we  know,  may  exist  among 
the  abstract  rights  of  man,  of  choosing  each  chief 
ma^^strate  after  the  death  of  lus  predecessor,  or  per- 
haps more  frequently,  may  be  exercised  without 
much  inoonvouence.  But  as  states  become  eztaid- 
ed,  and  their  omstitations  circumscribed  and  bound- 
ed by  laws,  whidi  leave  less  scope  and  less  necessity 
Car  ihe  exereise  of  the  soverdgn^s  magisterial  func- 
tions, men  become  glad  to  .exchange  the  licenticuis 
priyilege  of  a  Tartarian  couroultai,  or  a  Polish  diet, 
frr  the  principle  of  Intimacy;  becMise  the  chance 
of  a  hereditary  successor's  proving  adequate  to  the 
daUes  of  his  situation,  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  a 
popular  election  lighting  npon  a  worthy  candidate ; 
and  because,  in  the  former  case,  the  nation  is  flpared 
the  convulsions  occasioned  by  previous  competition 
and  solicitation,  and  succeeding  heart-burnings,  fiic- 
tions,  civil  war,  and  ruin,  uniformly  found  at  last  to 
attend  elective  monarchies. 

The  doctrine  of  legitimacy  is  peculiarly  valuable 
in  a  limited  monarchy,  because  it  aflPords  adq^ree  of 
stability  otherwise  unattainable.  The  principle  of 
hereditaiy  monarchy,  joined  to  that  which  declares 
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AftI  the  KiBg  fan  do  xukMtfmgf  pnmdsB  for  tto  per- 
uumeDoe  of  the  ezeculiye  govemmeiit,  aadrepiesies 
ih«t  ambition  whidi  would  animate  so  many  bosoms, 
were  thore  a  prospect  of  the  supreme  sway  becoming 
▼aeant,  or  subject  to  dection  from  time  to  time.  Tbe 
King^s  ministers,  cm  the  other  hand,  being  req[Km8i- 
Ue  for  his  actions,  remmn  a  check,  for  their  own 
sakesy  upon  the  exercise  of  his  power;  and  thus  pro- 
Tisioii  is  made  for  the  correction  of  all  ordinary  erils 
of  adminktration»  since,  to  use  an  expressive  though 
vulgarinmile,  it  is  better  to  rectify  any  occasional  de- 
viation ftem  the  regular  course  by  dbangbg  the  dri- 
ver, than  by  overturning  the  carriage. 

Such  is  the  pindple  of  legitimacy,  whidb  was  in- 
voked by  Louis  XVIII.,  and  recognised  by  the  allied 
aover^gns.  But  it  must  not  be  ontfounded  with  the 
slavish  doctrine,  that  the  right  thus  vested  is  by  divine 
or%in  indefeasible.  The  heir-at-law  in  private  life 
may  dissipate  by  his  folly,  or  forfdt  by  his  crimea, 
the  patrimony  which  the  law  conveys  to  him ;  and 
the  Intimate  monarch  may  most  unquestiimaUy,  by 
departing  from  the  princ^iles  of  the  constitution  un- 
der which  he  is  called  to  reign,  forfeit  for  himself, 
and  for  his  heirs  if  the  legislature  shall  judge  it  pro- 
per>  that  crown,  which  the  j^nciple  of  legitimacy 
bestowed  on  him  aa  his  birth-right  The  penalty  of 
forfeiture  is  an  extreme  case,  provided,  not  in  virtue 
of  the  constitutbn,  which  recognises  iko  posriUe  de- 
linquoicy  in  the  soverdgn^  but  because  the  oensti* 
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tutiM  hi»  Men  attaqibd  Jttd  k6i^^ 
loonarcby  and  tbetefiire^aiiiaolMBer  be  pcinJH»d4o 
affofd  him  dielter.  Tlie  cnmmij  wIkMi  iMs  high 
pnni«h«mit  u  jnrtly  JBcniTed,  nmt  theitftw  be  rfto 
eodxiuinimaiy  nature,  ^nd  beyond- die  Miih  ef  these 
eooreelivet  £nr  which  the  eonstituikm  pfoVidis,  %y 
the  punifihmpnt  of  minister  and  cotaicillore.  The 
<MNUtitiitioDal  bodkkr  of  impecoabyi^  covert  ^le 
UMmaoDdi  (peraonally)  finr  all  Uamewiffthy  uae  ef  Us 
^pow^t  pnmdiog  it  ia  cac^pciaed  wilhin  the  Hmile  ef 
thct  omslalxUioB;  it  is  irhen  he  atira  beyofid  iif  and 
«0t  Booner,  that  it  i^Bnrda  no  defence  far  Ae  boaem 
of  a  tyrant  A  Sjd|^  of  Britahi)  fbt  exam^,  iiMy 
wage  e  FMh  war,  or  midte  a  du|praorfitl  peace,  k  the 
lawful*  though  iiy«didoiiia  and  Uaraew^thy,  exer- 
oiie.of  the  power  veirted  in  him  by  the  conatittitioB. 
^«  adyiaeis,  not  he  hin^elf,  abattheeaBed,  in  siidi 

41  case^  to  their  responobfli^.  But  i^  Wkt  Jamea  II , 
the  SoY«ieigii  infiingoi  upcm^  or  eodea^otm  to  de- 
Mtwy*  idle  cona^ttntion  itself  it  ia  then  thatfeaiflftiaice 
bacoiiiea  lawful  and  honourable;  and  the  King  is 
juatly  hdid  Ao  have  foiliEated  the  ri^  wfaieh  de- 

$oended  to  iiim  fitom  his  finrefathers,  by  Ik  ettempt 
to  eporfiiiath  caa  the  rights  of  tjhe  subjects. 

The  fninciples  of  herofitary  menatcby,  of  the  ifi- 
viokl^ity  ^the  person  of  the  King,  and  of  the  ne- 
«poi:sibiIity  of  ministers,  wsere  recognised  by  lhe<xm- 
oitulidnal  ehartcr  «f  France.  Louis  XVIII.  was, 
therefore,  duMig  the  ywar  |ffOfions  to  BuonapaiHe's 
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btma^  lh«  binAd  m^er^  tF  France,  tni  it  te^ 
MUM  talteiikmii  by  irkat  i^t  of  treason  to  the  con- 
irtilQM<mlie  had  forfeited  Ins  i^ht  of  Icghimacy'.  If 
the  leader  ivffl  timibftdi:to  Yd.  VIIL  cbap.  IS,  p.  290, 
(mi  We  are  not  conscious  of  having  spared  the  con- 
vict of  the  Boorbohs,)  he  will  probably  be  of  opi- 
mm  wHh  ns,  that  the  errors  of  the  restored  Kfaig^s 
goi^ermnent  irere  not  only  ftirer  than  might  have 
been  expected  in  drcomstances  so  new  and  difficult, 
bttt  w^re  of  sudk  a  nature  as  an  honest,  well-meaning, 
^md  upright  Opporition  irould  soon  hare  checked ; 
he  wiH  find  that  not  one  of  them  could  be  personalty 
attributed  tMy  Loms  XVIII.,  and  that,  far  flrom  ha^ 
Yii^  incuned  the  forfeiture  of  his  legidmate  rights, 
beliid,  dnrmg  tiiese  few  months,  lud  a  strong  claim 
t#Aelcr7e,Tettefation,  and  gratitude  of  his  subjects. 
He  had  fSdAen  a  sacrifice,  in  some  degree,  to  ihe  hu- 
meuM  «nd  rashness  of  persons  ednuccted  with  his 
(Mily  and  housefaold^stffl  more  to  causeless  jea- 
kmsiettaand  unproved  doubts,  tJte  water-colours  which 
hisuneetSon  never  lac^s  to  paint  her  cause  with ;  to 
the  fiddeness  of  the  French  people,  who  became  tired 
of  hia  rittiffle,  orderly,  and  p^u^eful  government; 
but,  above  i^^  to  the  tlissatisfactton  of  a  Hcentious 
and  ^^ised  soldiery,  and  of  clubs  of  moody  banditti, 
panting  for  a  time  of  pcfl-mell  havoc  and  Conftision. 
ThttMSble  expubfen  of  Loms  XVIII.,  aridng 
firom  such  motives,  could  not  break  the  solemn  com-^ 
pad  entered  into  by  France  with  idl  Europe,  when 
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•he  recalled  ker  legkiauite  monarch  from  the  \mA 
of  her  dement  con^erofs,  and  with  him,  and  for  hie 
eake,  obtained  such  conditions  of  peace  as  she  waa 
in  no  condition  to  demand,  and  would  never  dhcrf 
wise  have  been  granted.  The  Eing^s  misfortune,  as 
it  arose  from  no  fault  of  his  own,  could  infer  no  fom 
feiture  of  his  vested  right  Europe,  the  vurtual  gu^r 
rantee  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  had  also  a  tide,  leadu^ 
back  the  lawful  King  in  her  armed  and  victorious 
hand,  to  require  of  France  his  reinstatement  in  Yisk 
rights ;  and  the  termmatiion  which  she  thus  offered 
to  the  war  was  as  just  and  equitable,  as  the  conduct 
of  the  Soverdgns  during  this  brief  campaign  had 
been  honourable  and  successful. 

To  these  arguments,  an  unprejudiced  eye  could 
scarcely  see  any  answer ;  yet  the  popular  party  endea- 
voured to  found  a  pleading  against  the  second  resto- 
ration of  Louis,  upon  the  Declaration  of  the  allies^ 
This  manifesto  had  announced,  they  said,  that  the 
purpose  of  the  war  was  directed  against  Buoni^arte 
personally,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Allied 
Sovereigns,  when  he  should  be  dethroned,  to  leave 
the  French  the  free  exerdse  of  choice  respecting  their 
own  internal  govenmient  The  Prince  Rq^t's  de-^ 
claration,in  particular,  was  referred  to,  as  announcing 
that  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  which  resolved  on  the  de- 
thronement  of  Napoleon,  should  not  bind  the  British 
government  to  insist  upon  the  restoration  of  the  Bour- 
bon fitmily  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  peace. 
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Tlioie  who  ittged  ikb  olgactum  did  aot, «  would 
not  oonsidcr  tlie  nature  of  tbe  tioftty  which  this  ex- 
pfayiatory  chnue  referred  to.  That  trea^  of  Vienna 
had  fiur  its  express  olgect  the  restoration  of  Louis 
XVIII.,  and  the  Prince  Regent  adhered  to  it  with 
the  8«ae  purpose  of  making  every  exertion  for  bri^ 
ii^  about  that  eyont  The  restrictive  clause  was  cmly 
introduced,  because  his  Royal  Highness  did  not  in- 
tend to  bind  himsdf  to  make  that  restoration  aJcme 
the  cause  of  continuing  the  war  to  extremity.  Many 
ihii^  might  have  happened  to  render  an  absolute 
en^igemeiit  of  this  nature  highly  inexpedi^it ;  but 
since  none  of  these  did  happen,  and  since  the  re-esta- 
Uishment  of  the  throne  of  the  Bourbons  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  victory  of  Waterioo,  a  measure 
which  could  be  easily  accomplbhed,  it  necessarily 
Cbllowed  that  it  was  to  be  accomplished  accordmg  to 
the  tenor  of  the  tieaty  of  Vienna.! 

But,  even  had  the  Sovereigns  positively  announ- 
ced in  their  manifestoes,  that  the  will  of  the  French 
people  should  be  omsulted  exclusively,  what  right 
had  the  Legislative  Body,  assembled  by  Buonaparte, 
to  assume  the  character  of  the  French  people  ?  They 
had  ndther  weight  nor  influence  with  any  party  in^ 
the  state,  except  by  the  m<H(nentary  possession  of  an 
authority,  which  was  hardly  acknowledged  on  any 
side.  Thefiict,  that  Napolecm'spower  had  ceased  to 
exist,  did  not  lc^tuna$e  them.  On  the  contrary, 
flowing  from  his  commission,  it  must  be  held  as  ha* 
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ving  faBen  with  his  autbority.  They  ^re  either  the 
Chambers  summoned  by  Napoleoo,  and  footmd^  to 
him  as  ftr  as  oaths  and  proibsrions  cotdd  bind  tliem, 
or  they  were  a  body  witihout  any  pretaision  whatever 
to  a  political  character. 

La  Fayette,  indeed,  contended  that  l!he  present 
Representatives  of  France  stood  in  the  same  situatitii 
as  the  Convention  Parliaments  of  ISngland,  and  the 
army  encamped  in  Hounslow-heath,  at  the  thne  of 
the  English  Revolution.  Ta  have  rendered  this  pa- 
rallel apt,  it  required  all  the  peculiar  circnmstanees  df 
justice  which  attended  the  great  erent  of  1G8®.  Tfcc 
French  should  have  been  able  to  vindicate  the  rea- 
son of  their  proceedings  by  the  aggressions  of  their 
exiled  Monarch,  and  by  the  wiU  of  die  nation  gene- 
rally, nay,  almost  unanimously,  expressed  in  conse- 
quence thereof.  This,  we  need  not  say,  they  were 
wholly  unable  to  do.  But  the  English  history  dnl  af- 
ford one  example  of  an  assembly,  exactly  resembling 
thehr  own,  in  absence  of  right,  and  exuberance  ofpre- 
tension ;  and  that  precedent  existed  when  the  Rtimp 
Parliament  contrived  to  shuffle  the  cards  out  of  the 
bands  of  Richard  Cromwell,  as  the  Provisional  Com^ 
nkissionesrs  at  Paris  were  endeavouring  by  legerde- 
main to  convey  the  authority  from  Napoleon  II. 
This  Rump  Parliament  also  sat  for  a  little  time  as  a 
government,  and  endeavoured  to  settle  the  constitu- 
tion upon  their  own  plan,  in  despite  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  England,  wbo  were  longing  for  the  restoration 
of  their  lawful  Monarch ;  as  speedily  was  shown  to  be 
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ta  fvotea  UMm  ia  tfatf  dadbmtkm  ^  thai  Mil  seiit^ 
mmtfk  ThttwJKdMaMt  exact  pamlklaffiNrdedbgr 
SugJUi  hmMf  to  the  situalioii  cf  the  ProvuBMuJ 
Conuubaonert  ef  Fraace ;  and  both  ihey  aad  Ae 
lUmp  Padiament^  being  eyiallyuilviiflTe  oeeupaote 
of  the  iufvenie  autkerity,  v«ce  alike  justly  dupdni 
of  it  ^  die  letttm  of  the  legitimate  flMmaich. 

While  do  allied  porrera  weae  tlma  denroaa  that 
the  Ki»g  of  FacaBce  dboinld  obtain  posateaon  of  a 
thiena  which  he  bad  never  Ibcialed,  they,  and  En^- 
land  ii  paiidcular^  saw  at  once  the  justice  aad  the  po- 
lk^ of  aeeniing  to  France  every  aoeessionof  w^i^. 
gidated  ficeedem,  which  she  had  obtained  by  and 
Aeetif^  thaBevololft<ni»aawellassnchadditianalim>> 
(MMvements  npon  her  conslitation  as  ezpencnee  had 
ahosm  to  be  desirable.  These  wore  pointed  out  aad 
stipulated  f<Hr  by  the  celdbn^ed  Foach6,  who^  Oft  this 
oacasira,  did  mudi  service  to  his  country.  Yet  he 
strugf^  hard,  that  while  the  Kng  acknowledged, 
whidi  he  was  ready  to  da,  the  several  advantages, 
bath  ui  point  of  public  fiieling  and  public  advantage 
whieh  Fianea  had  derived  fioom  the  Kevohitioii,  the 
SMNraraigi^  should  make  some  steps  to  acknowledge 
the  ftevdution  itself.  He  contended  for  the  tbee* 
ooVanBed  banners  being  adi^tedyasamatterof  the 
last  importimce  ;«— in  thaA  acmieiriiat  resemMing  the 
Aadb^endm  Ae  l^gendaof  neeioHaney,  who,  when 
the  unhappy  pcvaona  mth  wham  he  deals  dedne  to 
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make  orer  thnr  souk  and  bodm  according  to  iris 
first  request,  is  humble  enough  to  ask  and  accept  the 
most  petty  sacrifices'^-the  paring  of  the  nails,  or  « 
single  lock  of  hair,  providing  it  is  offered  in  symbol 
i^  homage  and  devotbn.  But  Louis  XYIIL  was 
not  thus  to  be  drawn  into  i^  incidental  and  equivo* 
eal  homologation,  as  civilians  term  it,  of  all  the  wild 
work  of  a  period  so  horrible,  which  must  have  been 
by  implication  a  species  of  ratification  even  €i  the 
4eath  of  his  innocent  and  murdered  brother.  To 
preserve  and  cherish  the  good  which  had  flowed  from 
the  Revolution,  was  a  very  different  thing  from  a 
ratification  of  the  Revolution  itself.  A  tempest  may 
cast  rich  treasures  upon  the  beach,  a  tornado  may 
clear  the  air ;  but  while  these  ben^ts  are  suitaUy 
prized  and  enjoyed,  it  is  surely  not  requisite  that, 
like  ignorant  Indians,  we  should  worship  the  wfld 
surge,  and  erect  altars  to  the  howlbg  of  the  wind. 

The  King  of  France  having  steadily  refused  all 
proposals  which  went  to  assign  to  the  goveniment  an 
authority  founded  on  the  Revolution,  the  constitution 
of  France  is  to  be  recognised  as  that  of  a  hereditary 
monarchy,  limited  by  the  Royal  Charter,  and  by  the 
principles  of  freedom.  It  thus  affords  to  the  other 
existing  monarchies  of  Europe  a  guarantee  against 
sudden  and  dangerous  commotion ;  while  in  favour  of 
the  subject,  it  extends  all  the  necessary  checks  agaimt 
arbitrary  sway,  and  all  thesuitable  provioons  fi>r  ame- 
liorating and  extending  the  advantages  of  liberal  in- 
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irtitiilioii9,a8ciqpoiii|]iity  shall  ofler,  and  diecxpaiid. 
11^  %Iit  of  informadoii  shall  reoommenct 

The  idlies,  though  their  treaty  with  France  was  not 
made  in  thesamehumour  of  romantic  generosity  whi<^ 
dictated  that  of  1 8  L  4,  insisted  upon  no  articles  whidi 
could  be  considered  as  dishonourable  to  that  natbn. 
The  disjoining  from  her  empire  three  or  fbur  border 
finrtresses  wa§  stipulated,  in  order  to  render  a  rsfid 
and  successM  invasion  of  Germany  or  the  Nellier- 
lands  more  difficult  in  fhture.  Large  sums  of  money 
were  "also  exacted  in  recompense  of  the  heavy  ex* 
penses  of  the  allies ;  but  they  were  not  beyond'what 
the  wealth  of  France  could  readily  discharge.  A 
part  of  her  fortresses  were  also  detuned  by  the  allies 
as  a  species  of  pledge  for  the  peaceslfle  behaviour  of 
the  kingdom ;  but  these  ware  to  be  restored  after  a 
season,  and  the  armies  of  Europe,  which  for  a  tune 
remained  within  the  French  territories,  were  at  the 
same  period  to  be  withdrawn.  Finally,  that  splendid 
Museum,  which  the  rig^t  of  conquest  had  collected 
by  the  stripping  of  so  many  states,  was  transferred 
by  the  same  right  of  conquest,  not  to  those  of  the 
allies  who  had  great  armies  in  the  field,  but  to  Ae 
poor  and  small  states,  who  had  resigned  thefar  pro- 
party  to  the  French  under  the  influence  of  terror, 
and  recmed  it  back  from  the  Confederates  widk 
wonder  and  gratitude. 

These  drcumstances  were  indeed  galling  to  France 
for  the  moment;  but  they  were  the  necessary  oonso- 
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qo^ice  of  the  position  in  which,  perhaps  raUiar  pi9« 
siyely  than  actiyely,  she  had  been  placed  by  the  Be* 
volution  of  the  Hundred  Days.  All  the  ptopbepies 
which  had  been  circulated  to  animate  the  people 
i^ainst  the  allies,  of  their  seeking  selfish  and  vindio^ 
tive  objects,  or  endeayouring  to  destroy  the  high  na-i 
tional  rank  which  that  fair  kingdom  ought  to  hold  i9 
Europe,  were  proved  to  be  utterly  fallacious.  The 
conquered  provinces,  as  they  are  called,  the  aoqui»- 
tions  of  Louis  XIV.,  were  not  rent  from  the  French 
empire — their  colonies  were  left  as  at  the  peaoe  of 
Paris.  The  English  did  not  impose  on  them  an  un* 
favourable  treaty  of  commerce,  which  Napolecm  af> 
firmed  was  their  design,  and  the  omission  to  insist  on 
which  he  afterwards  considered  as  a  culpable  n^lect 
of  British  interests  by  the  English  ministers.  France 
was  left,  as  she  ought  to  be,  altogether  independent, 
and  splendidly  powerfuL 

Neither  were  the  predictions  concarnii^  the  staUh 
lity  of  the  new  royal  government  less  false  than  had 
been  the  vadcinations  respecting  the  purposes  of  the 
allies.  Numbers  prophesied  the  downfall  of  the  Bour* 
bon  dynasty^  It  was  with  difficulty  that  the  political 
augurs  would  allow  that  it  might  last  as  long  t^  the 
life  of  Louis  XVIII.  He  now  sleeps  with  his  fi^thersf 
and  his  successor,  generally  beloved  £ot  his  courteous 
manners,  and  respected  for  his  int^prity  and  l^Knour, 
reigns  over  a  firee  and  flourishing  people^  Time, 
that  grand  pacificator,  is  daily  abating  the  rancour  of 
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pKttj,  and'i^moTingfrom  the  ttceue  tlios6  of  dl  ikfes, 
who,  unaccustomed  to  the  general  «nd  impartial  ex- 
erdse  of  the  lam^s,  were  ready  to  improve  erery  ad^ 
vantage,  and  ddbate  every  polidcal  question,  sword 
in  hand,  or,  as  they  Aemsdi^es  ei^resB  it,  jpor  tMne  di^' 
Jhit*    The  guarantee  for  the  permanence  cf  thdr 
freedom,  ik  the  only  sdtgect  on  which  reasonable 
Frendmien  of  the  present  day  are  anxious.    We 
trust  there  is  no  bcea»m  for  their  solidtude.    Fatal 
indeed  would  be  the  advice  whidi  diould  induce 
the  French  government  to  give  the  dightest  subject 
for  just  complaints.    The  ultra  BoyaUst,  the  Ja- 
cobin enragiy  are  gradually  cooled  by  age,  or  fitte 
baa  removed  them  fircnn  the  scene.    Those  who  sue* 
eeed,  having  never  seen  the  sword  drawn,  will  be  less 
apt  to  hurry  into  civil  strife;  andtheaUeandweU-in-^ 
tentioned  on  either  side,  while  they  find  room  in  the 
Chainbers  for  expressing  their  diffisrence  of  opinion, 
will  acquire  the  habit  of  enduring  contradictidn  with 
calidour  and  good-humour,  and  be  led  to  entertun 
the  wholesome  doubt,  whether,  in  the  imperfect  state 
of  the  human  intellect,  it  is  possible  for  one  dass  id 
statesmen  to  be  absolutely  and  uniformly  right,  and 
their  opponents,  in  alt  instances,  deddedly  wrong. 
TheFrendiwillleam,  thatit  is  from  freedom  of  debate 
-«--from  an  appeal  not  to  the  arms,  but  to  the  undep- 
standings  of  the  people^— by  the  collision  (rf'inte&ect, 
not  the  strife  of  brutal  violence,  that  the  pol^cal  in^ 
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stituttons  of  this  iogeniona  people  are  in  fatare  t^  be 
improved. 

Tlie  aspirations  of  France  after  glory  in  the  field, 
had  been  indulged,  during  the  period  of  which  we 
have  treated,  dreadfully  for  other  countries,  and  the 
requital  to  herself  was  sufficiently  fearfiil.  A  sen- 
timent friendly  to  peace  and  good  order  has  of  late 
years  distingmshed  even  those  two  nations,  which, 
by  a  rash  «id  wicked  expression,  have  been  some- 
times termed  natural  enemies.  The  enlarged  ideas, 
of  commerce,  as  they  spread  wider,  and  become  bet- 
ter understood,  will  afford/perhaps,  the  strongest  and 
most  irresistible  motive  for  amicaUe  intercourse,—-^ 
that,  namely,  which  arises  from  mutual  advantage ;. 
for  commerce  keeps  pace  with  dvilization,  and  a^ 
nation,  as  it  becomes  wealthy  from  its  own  industry, 
acquires  more  and  more  a  taste  fi)r  the  convenienceff 
and  luxuries,  which  are  the  produce  of  the  soU^  or 
of  the  industry,  of  other  countries.  Britain,  of  whom 
all  that  was  selfish  was  expected  and  predicated  by 
Napoleon  and  his  friends — Britain,  who  was  said  to 
meditate  enchaining  France  by  a  commercial  treaty, 
(which  would  have  ruined  her  own  manufactures,): 
has,  by  opening  her  ports  to  the  manufactures  of  her 
naghbour,  had  the  honour  to  lead  the  way  in  a  new 
and  more  honourable  spedes  of  traffic,  which  has^ 
in  some'degree  the  property  ascribed  by  the  poet  Uk 
Mercy,— 

It  blesseth  him  who  gives,  and  him  who  taket. 
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To  the  eye  of  a  stranger,  the  number  of  new 
buildings  established  in  Paris,  and  indeed  through- 
out  France,  are  indications  of  capital  and  enterprise, 
of  a  nature  much  more  satisfactory  than  the  splen- 
did but  half- finished  public  edifices,  which  Napoleon 
80  hastily  undertook,  and  so  often  left  in  an  incom** 
plete  state. '  The  general  improvement  of  ideas  may 
be  also  distinctly  remarked,  on  comparing  the  French 
people  of  1815  and  1826,  and  observing  the  gradual 
extinction  of  long-cherished  prejudices,  and  the  no 
less  gradual  improvement  and  enlargement  of  ideas. 
This  state  of  advancement  cannot,  indeed,  be  regu- 
lar— ^it  must  have  its  ebbs  and  flows.  But  on  the 
whole,  there  seems  more  reason  than  at  any  former 
period  of  the  world,  for  hopbg  that  there  will  be  a 
'  general  peace  of  some  lengthened  endurance ;  and 
^that  Britain  and  France,  in  particular,  will  satisfy 
themselves  with  enjoying  in  recollection  the  lauiels 
each  country  has  won  in  the  field,  and  be  contented 
to  struggle  for  Ihe  palm  of  national  superiority  by 
the  arts  of  peaceful  and  civilized  industry. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Disposition  of  the  British  Fleet  aiong  the  Western  Coast  of 
France,  in  order  to  prevent  Buonaparte's  Escape. — The 
BeUerophon  appointed  to  the  Station  off*  Rochefort.'^Orders 
under  which  Captain  Maitkmd  acted, — Plans  agitated  for 
Napoleorts  Escape. — Circumstances  which  show  that  Ms 
surrender,  if  made,  could  not  be  a  matter  of  choice. — Savary 
and  Las  Cases  open  a  Negotiation  with  Captain  Maitland^^ 
Captain  Maitland^s  Account  of  what  passed  at  their  Inter^ 
view^-^Las  Cases'  AecourO-^The  two  Statements  comparoi, 
and  preference  given  to  Captain  Maitland's. — Napoleon's 
Letter  to  the  Prince  Regent — He  surrenders  himself  on 
hoard  the  Bellerophon,  on  16th  July. — His  Behaviour  du- 
ring the  passage. — His  arrival  off"  Torbay^^i^  Plymou^. 
'--Great  curiosity  prevaik  among  the  English  People  to  see 
him. — All  approach  to  the  Ship  prohibited. — Final  determvm 
nation  of  the  English  Government  that  Buonaparte  shall  be 
sent  to  St  Helena,  communicated  to  him — His  Protest  and 
Memonstrances  against  U* 

OuB  history  returns  to  its  principal  object.  Buo- 
naparte arriyed  at  Rochefort  upon  the  3d  July ;  so 
short  had  been  the  space  between  the  bloody  cast  of 
the  die  at  Waterloo,  and  his  finding  himself  an  exile. 
Yet  even  this  brief  space  of  fifteen  days  had  made 
his  retreat  difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  Means, 
indeed,  were  provided  for  his  transportation.  The 
two  French  frigates,  the  Saale  and  the  Medusa,  to- 
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gather  with  tht  Ballsdi^re,  •  odrfctle,  nd  the 
Spemer^  *  laqpe  brig,  yrutoi  BttomgMrte^s  pre- 
sence, wd  iffdem  to  sail  fctf  America  firam  tlbrir  ata^ 
don  imder  the  lak  d^ Aix.  But,  as  Napokcm  hiauelf 
aaidiihcarftly  aftonrards,  whererer  there  was  water  to 
flirim  a  ship,  there  he  was  sore  to  find  the  Britiah 

The  news  of  the  defeat  at  Waterioo  bad  bem  the 
mgojd  to  the  Admiraky  to  eoTer  the  western  coast  of 
Franco  with  owmv,  in  ondor  to  prevent  the  possl- 
bility  of  Napoleon^s  eacapbg  by  sea  firom  any  of  the 
poKts  in  that;  direction.  Admiral  Lord  K(rith,  an  of- 
ficer x^great  ^Kperienee  and  activity,  then  command* 
er^in^duef  of  th0  Channel  fleet,  had  made  a  most 
judicioii3  disposition  of  the  fleet  under  bis  command, 
by  slatbiiing  m vaxm Une  of  ciuueri», (^various  de« 
seriptAops,  off  tho  {^^pal  ports  between  Brest  ttid 
Payonne,  with  an  exterior  line,  neoessarily  mmre 
widely  ezt^nd^d,  t^twixt  Usbant  and  Cape  Fini* 
i^terre.  The  conwand^rs  of  these  Tessds  had  the 
8^;mt§si^  orders  to  «uffer  no  vessd  to  pasa  unexami- 
ned. No  Im  than  thiny  ships  of  differi^t  descrip- 
^gm  majntaiijied  this  Uo^cade.  According  to  this 
arriMPgeiQieiit,  (be  British  line-of-battle  ship,  the  Bet- 
kn^ibpn,  cruised  off  Bocbefort,  with  the  occasional 
ajsriatoOice  of  the  Slimey,  tbo  Phoebe,  and  other  small 
yiessela,  aonoi^nies  present  and  sometimes  detached, 
aaAQScgcyiqe  might  require.  Captain  Maitland,  who 
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eoinmaiidedi  ibe  BdteropIioB,  is  a  nttoi  of  Ugh  cbft* 
racter  in  lus  pTofessioo,  of  birdi,  of  fitB^ess  of  rand, 
and  of  die  mofit  indisputable  bonour.  It  is  neeessaary 
to  mention  these  ciicumstances,  beoaose'the  national 
charaeter  of  En^bmd  herself  is  deeply  •  cono^meil 
and  identified  widi  that  of  Captain  Maitland,  in  the 
narratiye  which  follows. 

The  several  orders  under  which  this  officer  acted, 
expressed  ike  utmost  anxiety  about  interce^ng 
Bucmaparte^s  flight,  and  cmvassed  du&  d]£ferent  pro- 
babiKties  concerning  its  direction.  His  attention 
was  at  a  later  date  particularly  directed  to  the  firi- 
gates  mAix  Beads,  and  the  iep<Nrt  amoeming  iheir 
'  destination.  Admiral  Hotham  writes  to  Captain 
Maidand,  8th  July  1815,  the  followmg  order  :•— 

«  The  Lords  Comnusd(niers  of  the  Admiralty 
having  every  reason  to  beHeve  that  Napdeon  Buo- 
naparte  meditates  his  escape,  with  his  family,  from 
France  to  Am^ca,  you  are  hereby  required  and  di« 
rected,  in  pursuance  of  ord^s  from  their  Lordships, 
signified  to  me  I^  Admiral  the  Bight  Honourable 
Viscount  Edth,  to  keep  the  most  vigilant  look-out, 
for  the  purpose  of  interceptbg  him ;  and  to  make 
the  strictest  search  of  any  vessel  you  may  fidl  in 
with;  and  if  you  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  inter- 
cept him,  you  are  to  transfer  him  and  hk  fiunily  to 
.  the  ship  you  command,  and^  there  keeping  him  in 
earefiil  custody,  return  to  the  nearest  port  in  Eng- 
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witb  idl  pootidd  expedilMm ;  and,  m  jma  ankvl, 
yoaarenotto  permit  aay.ounBiiiicatiQtt'iPluilvftr 
wiUi  ibe  shore,  except  as  herem  after  divected ;  and 
yoa  will  be  hdd  leqpoBsUde  far  IceepiBg  ihe  wbole 
transactkm  a  profimad  secret^  nnlilyra  receive  tWr 
LordfliupB^  fiirtfaar  orders. 

<<  In  case  yoa  shouM  aitire  at  a  port  where  Aere 
is  a  flsg-<^cer,  you  azeto  send  to  acqiiaiBt  him  with 
the  drcumstaiioeB^  strietty  cfanrgiBg  the  offioer,  aent 
on  sluae  witii  yoor  letter,  «net  to  diyulge  its  con- 
tents ;  and  if  ihsase  should  be  no  flag^<^B«er  at  the 
port  where  you  arrive,  you  are  to  send  one  letter  ex- 
press to  the  Secretary  of  tile  Adttinl^,  an&a&odur 
to  Admiral  Lord  Keith,  with  strict  injmctieni  of 
secrecy  to  each  officer  who  may  be  the  beavsr  of 
them."* 

We  give  these  orders  at  iiill  lengdi,  to  show  that 
they  left  Captain  Maidand  no  anthorily  to  make 
coiiditbns  or  stipulations  of  nirrender,  cnr  to  fareat 
Napt^em  otherwise  than  as  an  ordinary  prisoner  of 
war. 

Captain  Maidand  proceeded  to  exercise  all  the 
vi^Iance  wUch  an  ooeasicm  so  interesting  demand- 
ed;  anditwassoonerident^tfaattheprescnoeofthe 
Bellerophon  was  an  absdute  bar  to  Napoleon's  es- 
cape I7  means  of  the  frigates,  unless  it  shonId.be  at- 
tempted by  open  force.  In  this  latter  case,  the  British 
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4mUuig  tfae  Me  wiseU  wd  thi^wing  on  boiid  of 
htt  » Inmdred  mad  idccted  ftr  tbe  pvipone,  wUla 
dieB^0BO)^iontQlaiUwUbaUq^eedi]ipiiinu  of 
her  consort,  9iiidi]im  made  89iie  of  boib.  Hebadaifo 
two  sBu£  TMidA^  tl|0  0]iM|r  Md  PlHsbef  whkh  he 
could  attach  to  the  pursait  of  tbe  fijgate,  80  as  at 
least  to  |f»^  her  in  ynt^f  This  jdaa  might  haye 
0Mbd  by  aoddcB^  but  it  vas  so  jodjidoiudiy  hiid  as 
to  have  ereKjr  ^^panep  id  hmig  oiaoasi^ ;  and  it 
seems  that  Napeleon  lee^ved  no  ttieouiagemeDt 
firom  the  ttmunandfln  (rfthefirigates  to  try  ibe  erent 
iof  a  finrdfale  eaeqpiB. 

The  acheme  of  a  secret  flif^t  was  next  paedUtitpd* 
A  ehassei^mar^  a  peculiar  specias  of  Tessel,  used  only 
|n  die  coasting  ttade,  was  to  be  fittisd  up  and  man- 
ned with  young  probationers  of  the  navy,  equivalent 
f0  Qur  midshipmea.  TUs,  it  was  tboi^t,  m%ht 
/elude  the  vigilanee  of  su(^  British  pruisers  as  were 
in  Aiffoe ;  but  then  it  must  have  been  a  9uq[MGiou3 
/dgect  at  sea,  and  the  possilnlity  of  its  being  able  to 
make  the  voyage  to  America,  was  considered  as  pre- 
carious. A  Danish  oorvette  was  next  purduu^d,  and 
as,  in  kaving  the  harbour,  it  was  certain  she  would 
bt  Inoug^t  to  and  examined  by  the  Knglish,  a  place 
ef  concealment  was  oonlaived,  bdng  a  cask  supj^ied 
widi  ak-tdbes,  to  be  stowed  in  the  hold  of  the  ves- 
sel, in  whiidi  it  was  intended  Napolecm  should  lie 
concealed.    But  the  extreme  rigour  with  which  the 
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aeaidi  imt  lyidy  to  be  ptoaamted^  «id  tiM  ootpabnoe 
of  Boimapurtft,  whidi  would  not  parmit  him  to  xe- 
nuun  kmg  in  a  dote  or  CNmatraincd  podtioa,  made 
this  as  weU  as  other  headless  coBtriTmoes  be  kid 
aside. 

There  were  undoubt^y  at  tlus  time  maiqr  ff^h 
posab  made  to  the  £x-£mperor  by  the  army,  who, 
compeOed  to  retreat  behind  the  Loiret  were  s^  ani- 
mated by  a  thirst  of  revenge,  and  a  sense  of  injured 
hoDonr.  There  is  no  doubt  Aat  they  would  have 
seoeiTed  Napelaon  with  acclamation ;  but  if  he  ccmid 
not,  <«  would  not,  pursue  a  course  so  desperate  in 
1814,  when  he  had  still  a  considerable  army,  and  a 
reqpe^aUe  extent  of  terriu»ry  remaining,  it  must  have 
seeftied  mudi  more  ineligible  in  1815,  when  his  num- 
bers were  so  nuich  more  duproportioned  than  they 
bad  fbrm^ly  beoi,  and  when  his  best  generals  had 
embraced  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons,  or  fled  out  of 
France.  N^qioleon^^  condition,  had  he  embraced  this 
altocaatiye,  would  have  been  that  of  the  chief  of  a 
roving  tribe  of  warriors,  struggling  for  existence,  with 
equal  misery  to  themselves  and  the  countries  through 
whidi  they  wandered,  until  at  length  farokm  down 
and  destr^ed  by  superior  force. 

Bgeeting  t^  expedient,  and  all  others  having 
been  found  equally  objectionable,  the  only  alternative 
whidi  remained  was  to  surrend^  his  person,  dther 
to  the  AlUed  Powers  as  a  body,  or  to  any  one  of 
Ihem  in  particular.    The  fimaer  course  would  have 
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been  difficult,  unless  Napoleon  had  adopted'  the 
idea  of  resortmg  to  it  earlier,  which,  in  the  Tiew  of 
his  escape  by  sea,  he  had  omitted  to  do.  Neither  had 
he  time  to  n^tiate  with  any  of  the  allied  soToreigns, 
or  of  travelling  back  to  Paris  for  the  purpose,  mik 
any  chance  of  personal  safety,  for  the  Royalists  were 
now  everywhere  holding  the  ascendency,  and  more 
than  one  of  his  generals  had  been  attacked  and  killed 
by  them.    • 

He  was  cooped  up,  therefore,  in  Bochefort,  al- 
though the  white  flag  was  already  about  to  be  hoist*- 
ed  there,  and  the  commandant  respectfully  hinted 
the  necessity  of  his  departure.  It  must  have  been 
anticipated  by  Napoleon,  that  he  might  be  soon  de- 
prived of  the  cover  of  the  batteries  of  the  Isle  of  Aix. 
The  flu^t  is,  (though  we  believe  not  generally  known,) 
that  on  the  13th  July,  Lord  Castlereagh  wrote  to 
Admiral  Sir  Henry  Hotham,  commanding  off  Cape 
Finisterre,  suggesting  to  him  the  propriety  of  at- 
tacking, with  a  part  of  his  force,  the  two  frigates  in 
the  roads  of  the  Isle  d^Aix,  having  first  informed  the 
'  commandant  that  they  did  so  in  the  capacity  of  allies 
of  the  King  of  France,  and  pladng  it  upon  his  respon- 
sibility if  he  fired  on  them  from  the  batteries.  Napo- 
leon could  not  indeed  know  for  certain  that  such  a 
plan  was  actually  in  existence,  and  about  to  be  at- 
tempted, but  yet  must  have  been  aware  of  its  proba- 
bility, when  the  Royalist  party  were  becoming  every- 
where superior,  and  their  emblems  were  assumed  in 
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theBe^Mbouringtownof  Bodidle.  Itisythemfiwe, 
in  yam  to  ttate  Bnonaparte^s  subsequent  ccmdoet,  as 
a  vdhmtary  oonfidaicc  reposed  fay  him  in  the  honour 
«of!&agland.  He  was  precisely  in  the  condition  of  the 
commandant  of  a  besieged  town,  who  has  the  choice 
of  surr^ideriDg,  or  encountering  the  ridut  of  a  storm* 
Nather  was  it  open  for  him  to  contend,  that  he  se- 
lected the  British,  out  of  ail  the  other  Allied  Powers, 
with  whom  to  treat  upon  this  occasion.  ,  Like  the 
^  commandant  in  the  case  aboye  supposed,  he  was  im- 
der  the  necessity  of  surrendering  to  those  who  were 
the  immediate  besi^^rs,  and  therefore  he  was  com- 
pell^  to  i^ply  for  terms  of  safety  to  him  who  alone 
possessed  the  direct  power  of  grantmg  it,  that  is,  to 
Captain  Frederick  Maitland,  of  the  BeUerophon. 

Napoleon  opened  a  communication  with  this  officer 
on  the  10th  July,  by  two  of  his  attendants.  General 
Sayary  and  Count  Las  Cases,  \mdes  pretence  of  in- 
quiring about  a  safe-conduct, — ^a  passport  which  Na- 
poleon pretended  to  eicpect  firom  England,  and  which, 
he  said,  had  been  promised  to  him,  without  stating 
fay  whom.  Under  this  round  assertion,  for  which 
there  was  not  the  slightest  grounds,  Messrs  Sayary 
and  Las  Cases  derired  to  know,  whether  Captain 
Maitland  would  permit  the  frigates  to  sail  with  him 
uninterrupted,  or  at  least  giye  him  leaye  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  neutral  yessel.  Captam  Maitland,  with- 
out hesitation,  declared  that  he  would  not  permit 
any  armed  yessel  to  put  to  sea  from  the  port  of 
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Bochefort  ^*  It  was  equally  out  of  hk  power,^ 
he  stated,  ^^  to  allow  the  Empevw  to  proceed  in  a 
neutral  vessd,  without  the  sanction  of  Admiral 
Hotham,  his  commanding  officer.^  He  offered  to 
write  to  that  officer,  howeyer,  and  the  French  gentle- 
men having  assented,  he  wrote,  in  their  presence  to 
the  Admiral,  announcing  the  commnnicatimn  he  had 
recdved,  and  requesting  orders  tat  his  guidance. 
This  was  all  but  a  prelude  to  the  real  sulgect  of  ne- 
gotiation. The  Duke  of  Bovigor  (SaTa]^)  and  Count 
Xas  Cases  remained  two  or  three  hours  on  board, 
and  said  all  they  could  to  impress  Ciqitain  Maitland 
wilh  the  idea,  that  Napoleon^s  retirement  was  a  mat- 
ter of  choice,  not  of  compulsion,  and  that  it  was  the 
interest  of  Britain  to  consent  to  his  going  to  Ameri- 
ca ;  a  measure,  they  sud,  whidh  was  solely  dictated 
to  him  by  humanity,  and  a  desire  to  save  human 
blood.  Captain  Maitland  asked  the  natural  ques- 
tion, which  we  give  in  lis  own  words ; 
^^  ^  Supposing  the  British  government  should  be 
induced  to  grant  a  passport  for  Buonaparte^s  going 
to  America,  what  pledge  could  he  give  that  he  would 
not  return,  and  put  England,  as  well  as  all  Eur(q[>e, 
to  the  same  expense  of  blood  and  treasure  that  has 
just  been  incurred  K 

*'  General  Savary  made  the  following  reply  :-— 
'  When  the  Emperor  first  abdicated  the  throne  of 
France,  his  removal  was  brought  about  by  a  Action, 
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at  the  head  of  which  was  TaUeyraml,  and  the  tense 
of  the  nation  was  not  consulted :  but  in  the  present 
instance  he  has  voluntarily  resigned  the  power.  The 
influence  he  once  had  over  the  French  people  is  past ; 
a  very  considerable  change  has  taken  place  in  their 
sentiments  towards  him,  since  he  went  to  Elba; 
and  he  coiQd  never  regain  the  power  he  had  over 
their  minds ;  therefore,  he  would  prefer  retiring  in- 
to  obscurity,  where  he  might  end  his  days  in  peace 
and  tranquillity;  and  were  he  solicited  to- ascend 
the  throne  again,  he  would  decline  it.^ 

^'  *  If  that  is  the  case,'  said  Captain  Maitland, 
'  why  not  l»k  an  asylum  in  England  ?'  Savary  an* 
swered,  ^  There  are  many  reasons  for  his  not  wish-* 
ing  to  reside  in  England ;  the  dimate  is  too  damp 
and  cold ;  it  is  too  near  France ;  he  would  be,  as  it 
were,  in  the  centre  of  every  change  and  revolution 
that  might  take  place  therg,  and  would  be  subject  to 
suspicion  ;  he  has  been  accustomed  to  consider  the 
English  as  his  most  inveterate  enemies,  and  they 
have  been  induced  to  look  upon  him  as  a  moncfter, 
without  one  of  the  virtues  of  a  human  being/'' 

Captain  Knight  of  the  Falmouth  was  present  du^ 
ring  the  whole  of  this  conversation,  from  which  Cap- 
tain Maitland,  like  an  able  diplomatist,  drew  a  con- 
elusion  respecting  the  affairs  of  Napoleoli,  exactly 
opponte  from  that  which  they  endeavoured  to  im- 
press upon  him,  and  concluded  that  he  nrast  be  in 
extremity. 
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On  the  14tfa  July,  Count  Las  Cases  igeitk  came 
on  board  the  Bellerophon,  now  attended  by  General 
Count  L^AUemand.  The  pretext  of  the  visit  was,  to 
leam  whether  Captain  Maitland  had  received  any 
answer  from  the  AdmiraL  Captain  Maitland  obser- 
ved, the  visit  on  that  account  was  unnecessary,  as 
he  would  have  forwarded  the  answer  so  soon  as  re- 
c^ved ;  and  added,  he  did  not  approve  of  frequent 
communication  by  flags  of  truce ;  thus  repellbg  ra« 
ther  than  inviting  them.  The  conference  was  resu- 
med after  breakfast.  Captain  Maitland  having,  in  the 
mean  time,  sent  for  Captain  Sartorius  of  the  Slaney, 
to  be  witness  of  what  passed*  In  this  most  imporUmt 
conference,  we  hold  it  unjust  to  Captain  Maitland  to 
use  any  other  words  than  his  own,  copied  from  his 
Journal,  the  original  of  which  we  have  ourselves  had 
the  advantage  of  seeing : 

"  When  breakfast  was  over,  we  retired  .to  the 
after-cabin.  Count  Las  Cases  then. stud,  ^  The 
Emperor  is  so  anxious  to  spare' the  ^ther  efiusion 
of  human  blood,  that  he  will  proceed*  to  America  in 
any  way  the  British  government  chooses  to  sanction, 
either  in  a  French  ship  of  war,  a  vessel  armed  en 
flutey  a  merchwt  vessel,  or  even  in  a  British  ship  of 
war.*"  To  this  I  answered, '  I  have  no  authority  to 
agree  to  i(ny  arrangement  of  that  sort,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve my  government  would  consent  to  it ;  but  I 
think  I  may  venture  to  receive  him  into  this  ship, 
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imd  convey  him  to  Enj^d :  if^  however/  I  added, 
^  he  adopts  that  piimf  I  cannot  enter  inio  any  pronUsef 
as  to  t1^  reception  he  may  meet  withy  as,  even  in  the 
case  I  have  mentionedy  I  shall  be  acting  on  my  own 
responsibility^  and  cannot  be  swre  that  it  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  British  government.^ 

<^  There  was  a  great  deal  of  conyersation  on  this 
subject,  m  the  course  of  which  Lucira  Buonaparte^s 
name  was  mentioned,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
had  lived  in  England  alluded  to ;  but  I  invariably 
assured  Las  Cases  most  explicitly,  that  I  had  no 
authority  to  make  conditions  of  any  sort,  as  to  Na* 
poleon^s  reception  in  England.  In  fact,  I  could  not 
have  dime  otherwise,  since,  with  the  exception  of  the 
order,  [inserted  at  page  54,]  I  had  no  instructions 
for  my  gmdance,  and  was,  of  course,  in  total  igno- 
rance of  the  intention  of  his  Majesty^s  ministers  as  to 
hb  future  disposal.  One  of  the  last  observations  Las 
Cases  made,  before  quitting  the  ship,  was,  ^  Under 
all  ckcumstances,  I  have  little  doub^  that  you  will 
see  the  Emperor  on  board  the  Bellerophon  f  and, 
in  fact,  Buonaparte  must  have  determined  on  that 
step  before  Las  Cases  came  on  board,  as  his  letter 
to  his  Boyal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  is  da- 
ted the  18th  of  July,  the  day  before  this  conversa- 
tion.'' 

The  Count  Las  Cases  gives  nearly  a  similar  de- 
tail of  circumstances,  with  a  colouring  which  is  ex- 
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aviated,  and  an  arrai^^emeirt  of  dales  whidi  iis  cer* 
tainlyinaecurate.  It  must  be  also  noticed  that  Count 
LaaCasea  dissembled  his  acqaamtance  with  the  £i^ 
lish  language ;  and  th^efore,  if  any  mistake  had  o<s 
euned  betwixt  him  and  Captain  Maitland,  who  spoke 
French  with  difficulty,  he  had  himself  so  far  td 
blame  for  it.  Of  the  visit  on  board  the  Bellerophon 
on  the  10th,  after  giving  the  same  statement  as  Cap- 
tain Maidand,  concermng  the  sppMcation  for  the 
passports,  the  Count  states,  *^  It  was  suggested  to 
us  to  go  to  England,  and  we  were  assured  we  had 
no  room  to  fear  any  bad  treatment^* 

On  the  14th,  being  the  date  of  his  second  virit, 
he  states  that  there  was  a  repetition  of  the  invitation 
to  England,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  was  recom^ 
mended.  ^^  Captain  Maitfamd,^  he  says,  ^<  told 
him,  that  if  the  £mper(»r  diose  immediately  to  em- 
baik,  he  had  authority  to  receive  him  on  board, 
and  conduct  him  to  England/'  This  is  so  express- 
ed, as  to  lead  the  reader  to  believe  that  Captun 
Maitland  spoke  to  the  Count  of  some  new  directbns 
or  orders  which  he  had  received,  or  pretended  to 
have  received,  concerning  Buonaparte.  Such  an  io- 
ference  would  be  entirely  erroneous ;  no  new  or  ex- 


•  "  II  nous  fftt  sugg^r^  de  nous  rendrc  en  Angleterre,  et  afferm^ 
qu'on  ne  pouvait  y  craindre  aucun  mauvais  traitemenU"— Jot#nia/ 
d€  Lot  Cases,  Tom.  Imi^re,  Partie  Imiere,  p.  S& 
12 
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tended  authority  was  receired  by  Captain  Maitland, 
nor  was  he  capable  of  innnuating  the  existence  of 
^uch.  His  sole  instroctions  were  oontuned  in  die 
orders  of  Admiral  Hotham,  ipioted  at  p.  £4,  Erect- 
ing him,  should  he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  inteveapt 
Buonaparte,  to  transfer  him  to  the  dup  he  com- 
manded, to  make  sail  for  a  British  port,  and,  whan 
arrired  there,  to  communicate  instantly  with  the 
Port-Admind,  or  with  the  Admiralty* 

Count  Las  Cases  makes  Captain  Maitland  pro- 
ceed to  assure  him  and  Savary,  that,  ^^  in  his  own 
private  opinion,  Napolecm  would  find  in  England  all 
the  respect  and  good  treatment  to  which  he  couM 
make  any  pretension ;  that  there,  the  princes  and 
ministers  did  not  exercise  the  absolute  authmrity  used 
on  the  contin^it,  and  diat  the  English  people  had 
a  liberality  of  opinion,  and  generosity  of  sentiment, 
superior  to  that  entertained  by  soYereigns.^  Count 
Las  Cases  states  himself  to  have  replied  to  the  pa-* 
negyric  on  England,  by  an  oration  in  praise  of  Bikk 
naparte,  in  which  he  described  him  as  retiring  from 
a  contest  which  he  had  yet  the  means  of  supporting, 
in  order  that  his  name  and  rights  might  not  serve  as 
a  pretext  to  probng  civil  war.  The  Count,  ac^cc^ 
ing  to  his  own  narrative,  concluded  by  saying,  that, 
^'  under  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought  the  Em* 
peror  might  come  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  and  go 
to  England  with  Captain  Maitland,  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving  passports  for  America."   Captain  Mait- 

VOL  IX.  K 
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laiNl  desired  it  riiOtdd  be  jandentibody  that  be  by  no 
means  warranted  that  such  would  be  granted. 

*^  At  the  bottom  of  my  hemtt^^  siqre  Las  Cases^ 
*^  I  never  supposed  the  passports  wonM  be  granted 
tons;  but  as  the  Emperor  had  resolved  to  remain  in* 
future  a  persondi  stranger  to  polittod  events,  we  saw, 
without  alarm,  the  probability  that  we  nught  be  pre» 
vented  from  leading  England ;  but  to  that  point  aU : 
our  fears  and  suppositions  were  limited.  Such,  too^ 
was  doubiless  the  belief  of  Maitlaod.  I  do  him,  aa 
well  M  the  other  officers,  the  jusdce  to  believe,  that 
he  was  sincere,,  and  of  good  faith,  in  the  painting 
ibqr  drew  us  (^  the  sentiments  of  the  English  na- 
tion.'' .    '  ' 

The  envoys  returned  to-  Nq>oleon,  who  held,  ac- 
cording to  Las  Cases,  a  sort  of  council,  in  which 
they  considered  all  the  chances.  The  plan  of  the, 
Bmnsh  vessel,  and  thai  of  the  chasse-maree,  were 
given  up  as  too  perilous ;  the  British  cruiser  was! 
pronounced  too  strong  to  be  attacked ;.  there  remain- 
ed oidy  the  alternative  of  Napoleon's  joining  the 
tvoops,  and  renewing  the  war,  or  accepting  Captain 
Maidand's  offer  by  going  on  board  the  Bellerophon. 
The  former  was  rejected ;  the  latter  plan  adopted, 
and  "  THEN,''  says  M.  Las  Cases,  "  Napoleon  wrote 
io  the  Prince  Regent:*  The  letter  follows,  but  it  is 
remarkable  that  thedateis  omitted.  This  is  probdbly 

*  *'  Ahrg  Napol^n  tfcrivit  au  Prince  R^ent.**— ^/orirfMr/  ds  L»s 
€at$i^  Tom.  liuiire,  Partie  Imlere^  p.  3S. 
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the  ftmm  ifhy  CitMi  Lm  C«iei  Hd  not  disoorer 
that  bis  mmatf  was  betrAyieg  blm,  since  that  date 
must  have  remsaded  Mtti  that  the  tetter  was  writCei^ 
befbre^  vm  i^ft^s  ^^  cottfoettee  of  the  14th  Joljr. 

CVotA  thk  numdre  two  things  are  plain;  f. 
That  M  iMH»  of  cafntidfltion  wtva  nlade  whb  CafH 
tain  Maitlatid.  It.  That  it  is  d^  object  of  Cout 
Las  Gases  to  imnnoate  tlie  belief  that  it  was  m  co»- 
seqoeAce  of  the  arguments  used  by  Captain  Mait- 
kmd,  supported  by  the  British  offioests  present,  diat 
Lae  Cmm  vas  kidttoed  to  recommend,  and  Napc^n 
to  adopt,  the  step  «f  surtenderii^  himself  o»  board 
1^  Bell«ro]^«i.  But  dds  whole  irferenee  is  dispio* 
ved  by  two  small  ciphers ;  the  date^  namely,  of  1914 
sfJml^m  the  lottor  addressed  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
which,  therefore,  eoidd  not,  m  the  nature  of  things, 
hate  hem  written  in  eoitte^efiee  of  a  eouference  be^ 
twiit  JILas  Gases  and  Gaptaia  MaiilaBd,  and  a  con-* 
sidtation  betwixt  Niq^leon  and  his  fdlowers ;  which 
eonftren^  snd  consultatbn  did  not  Ukd  j^ace  till 
the  14ih  ff  Jvhf.  The  resolutkm  was  takoi,  and 
the  l^ter  i^rittea,  ike  day  beftaro  all  those  glowing 
Ascriptions  of  ^  EngHrii  peofto  put  info  the 
mouth  i^Gqitain  Maklaid  ;^  and  the  fidch  of  Niq)4. 
teon  was  gfotinded  upon  die  ilnpersonal  tugg^tion 
to  go  to  Englatfd^*  maito  to  Las  Cases  and  Savary  on 


*  See  p.  64»  whevs  IAm  CaftO  Bays,  **  It  wa$  Htggeiied  to  ui  M| 
» to  Englancl.** 
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their  fir$t  visit  to  the  Bdlexoi^ioiu  The  Tint  of  tbe 
14th,  doubtless,  confirmed  the  resolution  which  hsA 
been  adopted  the  preceding  day. 

No  deky  now  intervened.  On  the  same  14th  of 
July,  General  Baron  Gourgaud  was  sent  o^with  the 
letter,  so  oft^i  mentioned,  addressed  to  the  Prince 
R^ent,  which  was  in  these  well-known  terms : 

''  Rochefort,  July  13th,  1815. 
<^  YouA  Royal  Highness, 
^<  A  victim  to  the  fitctions  which  distract  my  coim-» 
try,  and  to  the  enmity  *of  the  greatest  powers  of  Sur 
rope,  I  have  terminated  my  polidcal  care^,  and.  I 
oome,  like  Themistocles,  to  throw  myself  up0n;t^ 
hospitality  of  the  British  people*  I  put  myself  uh- 
der  the  protection  oi  their  laws ;  whidi  I  claim  from 
your  Royal  Highness,  as  the  most  powerful,  the 
most  constant,  and  the  most  generous  of  my  ene-» 
mies. 

*'  Napolbok.''' 

Cqitain  Maitland  informed  Count  Las  Cases,  that 
he  would  dispatch  General  Gt)uqpmd  to  England, 
by  the  Slaney,  and  himsdf  prepare  to  receive  Napo- 
leon and  his  suite.  General  Gourgaud  (nroposed  to 
write  to  Count  Bertrand  instantly,  when,  in  presence 
and  hearing  of  his  brother  officers,  Captains  Sartorius 
and  Gunbier,  Captain  Maitland  gave  another  in* 
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8tiiiee<^  hi«  ttixiety  not  to  bemisimdentood  on  this 
iffip<Nrtant  oectskm. 

*  ^  When  Grener  al  Gomrgtud  was  about  ti  wrke  the 
letter,  to  prerent  any  future  misunderstanduig,  I 
said^  <  Mei^eur  Las  Cases,  you  will  recollect  that 
I  am  not  authorised  to  stipulate  as  to  the  reception 
of  Buonaparte  in  England,  but  that  he  must  con- 
oder  hims^  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  Regent.^  He  answered,  >  I 
am  p^ectiy  aware  of  that,  and  haye  ahready  ac- 
quainted the  Emptor  with  what  you  said  on  the 
aulgect^'' 

CaptMU  Makland  subjoins  the  fdlowbg  natural 
and  just  remark  :— 

*^  It  might,  perhaps,  haKe  been  better  if  this  de- 
claration had  been  given  in  an  official  written  form ; 
and  could  I  have  iGnreseen  the  discussions  which  aC- 
terwarda  took  jdace,  and  whieb  will  appear  in  the 
sequel,  I  undoubtedly  should  haye  done  so ;  but  as 
I  repeatedly  made  it  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  it 
did  not  occur  to  me  as  being  necessary ;  and  how 
coold  a  strotiger  prod  be  adduced,  that'  no  stipula- 
ti<ms  were  agreed  to  respecting  the  reception  of 
Buimaparte  in  England,  than  the  fiu^  of  their  n<^ 
beaxkg  reduced  to  writing?  which  o«^nly  would 
haye  been  tiie  case  had  any  fiiyouraUe  terms  been 
demaided  on  tiie  part  of  Monsimir  Las  Case^^^nd 
agreed  to%.  mcj^  *     ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


7Q  LIFE  OF     .  • 

To  coodude  the  evidence  on  this  Bulgect,  ve  add* 
Captain  Maitland^s  letter,  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
«f  the  Admiralty  (m  14th  July: 

^^  For  the  informatioH  of  the  Loida  Commission- 
ers c£  ike  Admiralty,  I  have  to-  aoqiuunt  you  that 
^he  Count  Las  Cases  and  General  fj^Allemand  thk 
'day  came  on  boiprd  his  Majesty^«  ship  under  tny 
command,  with  a*prqK>sal  from  Count  Bertrand  for 
me  to  receive  on  board  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  for 
ibe  purpose  of  throwing  himself  on  the  generosity  of 
the  Prince  Regent.  Ccmc^ving  myself  authorised 
fby  their  L(»didiip8^  secret  'Ord^,  I  have  acceded  to 
<thc  proposal,  and  he  is  to  emhafb  on  boMrd  this  ship 
Jto-morrow  morning.  <That  no  misunderstanding 
might  arise,  I  have  explicitly  and  deariy  ^plained 
/to  Count  Las  Cases,  that  I  have  no  autiiority  what- 
dBver  for  granting  terms  of  any  eort,  but  that  aH  I 
42an  do  is  to  carry  him  and  M9  suite  to  England,  to 
ibe  received  in  «ich  mann^  as  bis  Royal  Highness 
onay  deem  ^cpediMit.^^ 

Is  it  in  buman  natore  to  suppose,  that  a  firi^h 
^celr,  with  two  o^bess  of  .the  same  rank  as  witeesses 
4)f  iJie  whole  negotiation,  would  have  exjnressed  bbn* 
sc^lf  o^rwise  than  as  toitb  warranted,  in  a  case 
which  was  si»e<to  be  so  stiietljr  inquired  into  ? 

On  the  ISih  July  i8U,  Napoleon  finally  left 
France,  to  the  history  of  which  he  bad  added  so 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAP0L£09  SyONArARTK.  71 

much  t>f  viciory,  an^  to  iiludi  of  deftat ;  the  coumry 
•    which  his  rise  had  saved  jronfc  civil  discord  a^d  ^ 
*  reign  inVasion,  and  which  his  fall  consigned  to  both ; 
in  a  word,. that  fair  land  to  which  he  had  been  so 
long  as  a  Dei^,  and  was  in  future  to  be  of  less  import  ( 
tiban  the  meanest  peasant  on  the  soil    He  was  ac- 
'   eontpai^ed  by-four  of  his  generals — ^Bertrand,  Sava- 
ry,  L^Allemand,  and  Montbofon,  and  by  Count  Las 
.  CaseS)  repeatedly  mentioned  as'  councillor  of  state. 
Of  these,  Bertrand  and  Montholon  had  their  ladles 
■-  on  boaxd^  widi  three,  children  belongmg  to  Count 
Bertrandy-alid  one  <^  Count  Monthdon's.'  The  son 
of  Las  Cisses  accompanied  the  Emperor  as  a  page. 
'    There  were  nine  officers  of  inferior  radc,  and  thirty^ 
nine  domestics.  The  principal  persons  were  received 
OH  board  the  Bell^ophon,  the  others  in  the  corvette. 
Buonaparte  came  t>ut  of  Aix  Roads  on  board  of 
the  Epervier.    Wind  and  tide  being  against  the 
brig.  Captain  Mudand  s»it  the  barge  of  the  Belle- 
rophon  to  transport  him  to  that  ship.     Most  of  the 
.  -  officers  and  crew  of  the  Epervier  had  tears  in  their 
eyes,  and  they  continued  to  cheer  the  Emperor  while 
their  voices  could  be  heard.     He  was  received  on 
bo&rd  the  Bellerophon  respectfully,  but  without  any 
.uinte  or  distbguished  honours.    As  Captain  Mait- 
land  advanced  to  fneet  him  on  the  quartor-deck,  Na- 
poleon pulled  off  his  hat,  and,  addressbg  him  in 
a  firm  tone  of  voice,  said,  ^*  I  eome  to  place  myself 
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under  the  protection  of  your  Frmce  and  laws.""  Qis 
manner  was  uncommonly  pleasing,  and  he  displayed 
much  address  in  seizing  upcm  opportunities  of  say« 
ing  things  flattering  to  tlie  hearers  whom  he  wished 
to  condliate. 

As  when  formerly  on  board  Captain  Usher^s  ves* 
sel,  ISuonaparte  showed  great  curiosity  concemi^ 
the  discipline  of  the  ship,  and  expressed  considerable 
surprise  that  the  British  vessels  should  so  easily  de« 
fisat  the  French  ships,  which  were  heavier,  larg^> 
and  better  manned  than  they.  Captain  Maitland  ac^ 
counted  for  this  by  the  greater  experience  of  the  men 
and  o£Scers.  The  Ex-Emperor  examined  the  marines 
also,  and,  pleased  with  ih&r  appearance,  said  to  Ber- 
trand,  ^^  How  mudi  might  be  done  with  an  hundred 
ti:iou8and  such  men  r  In  the  management  <^  the 
vessel,  he  particularly  admired  the  silence  and  good 
order  of  the  crew  while  going  through  thdr  manoeu- 
vres, in  comparison  to  a  French  vessel,  *^  where 
every  one,^  he  said,  ^^  talks  and  gives  orders  at 
(mce.^  When  about  to  qujt  the  Bellerophon,  he 
adverted  to  the  same  subject,  saying,  there  had 
been  less  noise  on  board  that  vessel,  with  six  hun- 
dred men,  in  the  whole  passage  from  Rochefort, 
than  the  crew  of  the  Epervier,  willi  only  one  hun- 
dred, had  contrived  to  make  between  the  Isle  d'- 
Aix  and  Basque  Roads. 

He  spoke,  too,  of  the  British  army  in  an  equal  style 
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of  praise,  and  was  joraed  by  his  o£Scen  in  doing  so. 
One  of  the  French  oflScers  observing  that  the  English 
cayafary  were  superb.  Captain  Maitland  observed,  that 
in  England,  they  had  a  higher  (pinion  of  the  infantry. 
*<  You  are  right,^  said  the  French  gentleman ;  ^^  there 
is  none  such  in  the  world ;  there  is  no  making  an 
iipipression  on  them ;  you  might  as  well  attempt  to 
charge  through  a  wall,  and  their  fire  is  tremendous*^ 
Bartend  reported  to  Captain  Maitland  that  Nqpo- 
leon  had  communicated  to  him  his  opinion  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  in  the  foUowing  words : — ^^  The 
Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  management  of  an  armj^ 
is  fully  equal  to  myself,  with  the  advantage  of  possess* 
ing  more  prudence.*^  This  we  conceive  to  be  the  ge* 
nuine  unbiassed  opinion  of  one  great  soldier  concern* 
ing  another.  It  is  a  pity  that  Napoleon  could  on 
other  occasiims  express  himself  in  a  strttn  of  depre- 
ciaticm,  which  could  only  lower  him  who  used  it,  to- 
wacds  a  rival  in  the  art  of  ^ar. 

During  the  whole  passl^,  notwithstandmg  his  si- 
tuation, and  the  painful  uncertttnty  under  which  he 
laboured.  Napoleon  seemed  always  tranquil,  and  in 
good  temper ;  at  times,  he  even  approached  to  cheer- 
fulness.  He  spoke  with  tenderness  of  his  wife  and 
£uniiy,  complained  of  being  separated  firom  them, 
and  had  tears  in  his  eyes  when  he  showed  their 
portraits  to  Captain  Maitland.  His  health  seemed 
perfectly  good;  but  he  was  occasionally  sulgectto 
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8oinQbl0itcy,proc^^iDg,  pevkapv,  ^m  -the  exhauf^ 
tion  6f  a^DBtilutioii  wbich  bad  gone  through  sudi 

*  ierere  service. 

'On  523d  July,  they  passed  Ushant    Napd^ikm 
remained  lotig  on  deck^  and  cast  many  a  melancholy 
look  4o«'4lie  coast  ^  France,  jbut  miide  no  obserra- 
.  tions..'  At  day-breitk  on  $4tb',  the  Bellerophon  was   . 
.  <yff  Dartmouth;  and  Buonaparte  was  struck,  first  , 
with  the  boldness  of  the'  coast,  and  then»  as  h^  en-  . 
'  '  tered  Terbay,  with  the  well-known  beauty  of  the  . 
' '  Hu^enery.    *^  It  reminded  him,^^  he  i^id,  <^  of  Porto 
-  ^emqo,  m  Elba  ;^  an  assodatioli  whtdi  must  at  the  , 

*  :moment  have  wakened  strange  remembrances  in  \k^ 
mind  of  the  deposed*  Emperor*  /    .  _ 

The  Bellerophon  had  hardly  anchored,  when  or-  ' 
ders  came  from  the^  Admiral,-  Lord  Kdth,  which 
werp  soon  after  seconded  by  others  froHn  the  Admi- 
ralty, enjoining  that  no  one,  of  i^hateyer  rank  or  sta- 
tion, should  be  permitted  to  come  oil  board  the  Bel-, 
lerophon,  excepting  the  officers  and  men  belonging  ' . 

*  to  the  ship.  On  the  ^th,  the  vessel  received  wders   . 
to  mov6  roiind  to  Plymouth  Sound. 

In  the  meantime,,  the  newspiq)ers  which  weie* 
brought  on  board  tended  to  impress  anxiety  and 

•  constetnatipn  among  the  unhappy  fugitives.  The 
report  was  generally  circulated  by  these  periodical 
publications^  that  Buonaparte  would  not  be  permitted 
to  laixd,but  would  be  presently  sent  ofl^  to  St  Helena, 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NArpLMOtt  MIOHAfAftTK.       •  !75   . 

wur*  Ni^ol^ii  ^j|yi^fi|yfptf'fi§ffftyi^  and  aftsioiift'  ^ 
ly  desirous,  of  seeing  Lord  K€itJi,  Irlio  luid  ezpraiMd  * 
Imfvii  liesa^ej^.some  kindheas  wlilcfa.liis-iiej^ir'^, 
C«p(tUii  !Elf^i«9|oiie  pf  1^  '^th  Hussars,  bad  ttmr  * 
wd  &MI  tberEmporar,  whtgi  wta^i^ded  aii4  nftde  fffip 
amer  al  Wiledotf;  •«  Suohan  mterview  aocordi»{^y 

'  i^^i^ace'  beltixt  the.  notiip  Admiral  and  the  iMe 
Svoperdr,  upon  the  SBtli  July,  but  without  any  fa- 

'  suits  of  importance,  as  IiOfd  Keith  vas  not  then  pos- 
aeised  of  tlib  decision  of  the  British  gov^prnment  » 
^hat'  ifeoisy  of  pc^ular  curiosity,  which,'  piredj|- 
«9U)ittiiig  in/aUiree  0^tes,;seemff  to  his  carried  to 
the  utmost  ejLcess  by  the  English  nation,  cansod 
such  numtors  of  )ioats.to  wxround  the  Bellerophcm, 
<diat,  notWi^lstlM^^^ag  the  peremptcdry  orders  s£  tlir 
Admiral^,  jpd  in  q^te  of  the  eflbrts  of  the  nun-; 
4>f>war^8  boatf,. which  maintained  constant  gtfard 
fom4  tbe  >e8|id«  it  was  idmost  impossible  to  kaep 
ifcem  at  the  pres<»ribeJ  distance  ,of  a  cable's  Img^ 
ffiom  this  ship.  Th^y  incurred  the  risk  of  being 
run  down,-— of  being,  as  ihey  might  aplpsehencl, 
shot,  (fiHT  muskets  were  discharged  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidation,)  of  all  the  dangers  of.  a  naval  combat» 
mtber  ibw  lose  the  eppoistunity  of  seeing  the  Em- 
peror whom  they  had  heard  so  much  of.  When  he 
•ppewred  be  was  greeted  wUh  hussacr,  vhic&  he  re- 
turned with  bewSf  but  could  not  help  exiHcassing  His 
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wonder  at  the  cagtmess  ot  popufair  curionty,  wluda 
he  was  not  accustomed  to  see  in  sudi  a  pitdi  of  ex- 
citation. 

On  the  eveninji^  of  the  30th  of  July,  Major-Gme- 
ral  Sir  Henry  Bimbury,  one*  of  the  Under  Secreta- 
ries of  State,  arriyed,  bringing  with  Inm  the  final 
intentions  of  the  British  goyernment,  fiKr  the  £spo- 
sal  of  Buonaparte  and  his  suite.  Upon  the  dlst. 
Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Henry  waited  upon  the  £x« 
Emperor,  on  board  of  the  Bellerophon,  to  com- 
municate to^him  the  unpleasing  tidii^*  They  were 
ycompanied  by  Mr  Meike,  die  secretary  ai  Lord 
Keith,  whose  pres^ioe  was  deemed  necessary  as  a 
witness  to  what  passed.  Napoleon  receiyed  the  ad- 
miral and  imder  secretary  of  state  with  becoming 
digni^  and  calmness.  The  letter  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville  (First  Xiord  of  the  Admiralty)  was  read  to  the 
Ez-£mperor,  announcmg  his  future  4cstinati<»i.  It 
stated,  that  ^*  it  would  be  inconristent  with  the  duty 
of  the  British  ministers  to  their  soyereign  and  his  al- 
lies, to  leaye  General  Biumqparte  the  means  or  op- 
portunity of  ag&in  disturbing  the  peace  of  Europe- 
announced  that  the  island  of  St  Hdena  was  seleet- 
ed  for  his  future  residence,  and  selected  as  such* 
because  its  local  situation  would  permit  his  mijoy* 
ing  more  freedom  than  could  be  compatible  with  ade- 
quivte  security  elsewhere— that,  with  the  exception  of 
Generals  Sayary  and  L' Allemand,  the  G^eral  might 
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sdect  three  officers,  together  with  bis  surgeon,  to  at- 
tend him  to  St  HdcBA— thftt  tirrive  domestics  would 
also  be  allowed.^  The  same  document  stated,  that 
^'  the  perscms  who  might  attend  upon  him  would  be 
liable  to  a  certain  degree  of  restraint,  and  could  not 
be  permitted  to  leave  the  island  without  th<  sanction 
of  the  British  government^  Lastly,  it  was  announced 
that  <^  Be«r-Admiral  Sir  George  Codcburn,  appoint- 
ed to  the  chief  command  o€  Ae  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
would  be  presently  ready  to  sul,  far  the  purpose  of 
conveying  General  Buonaparte  to  Saint  Helena,  and 
•therefore  it  was  desirable  that  he  should  without  d«. 
ky  make  chmce  of  the  persons  who  i^ere  to  form  his 
suite.'' 

The  letter  was  read  in  French  to  BuonaparteHby 
Sit  Henry  Bunbury.  He  listened  without  impa- 
>  tience,  interruptbn,  or  emodon  of  any  kiikl.  When 
he  was  requested  to  state  if  he  had  any  reply,  he 
began,  with  great  calmness  of  manner  and  mildness 
of  countenance,  to  declare  that  he  solemnly  protest- 
ed against  the  orders  whidi  had  been  read— that  the 
British  ministry  had  no  right  to  dispose  of  him  in 
the  way  proposed— 4hat  he  appealed  to  the  British 
people  and  the  laws — and  asked  what  was  the  tribu- 
nal  which  he  onght  to  appeal  to.  <<  I  am  come,''  he 
continued,  ^^  voluntarily  to  throw  myself  on  the  hos- 
pitalky  of  your  nation— I  am  not  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  if  I  was,  have  a  right  to  be  treated  according  to 
the  law  of  nations.     But  I  am  come  to  this  country 
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a  passenger  on  boardone  .otjimt  Tetsek,  after  a  pre^- 
tSoiib  negotuidon  with  fsh^eomaaaiiGt.  If  he  had 
itoid  nie  I  w^.to*be  a  fHrisoner,  I  would  not  hav« 
.  /^mk .  I  asked  Urn  if  he  was  willing  to  reoeiTO  me 
on  board,  and  convey  me  to  England.  Jdmiral 
Maitland  said  he  was,  haying  reeeived,  or  telMng  me 
he  had  received,  special  orders  of  gov^mm^fii  ccm* 
cerning  me.  It  was  a  jsniu^,  then,  that  had  bemi  spfead 
for  me ;  I  came^on  Iboard  a  Britbh  v^essel  as  t  would 
have  altered'  one  of  their  towns — a  vessel,  a  village, 
it  is  tlm  same  lhing.1  As  for  the  island  of  St  Hel^% 
it  i^ould  bQ  my  sentence  of  deadi^.  I  demand  to  ht 
recdved  as  an  ^English  citisen.  How  mMiy  years  en* 
tit|e'  me  'to  be  domidliated  ?^^ 

*8ir  Henry  Bimbnry  answered^  that  he  bdieved  foiur 
were  necessi»ry.  ^  Well,  then,**^  continued  Napoleon, 
^^  let  the  Prince  Regent  during  that  time  place  me 
under  any  superintendence  he  thinks  peoper — ^let  um 
be  placed  in  a  country-house  in  the  centre  of  the 
island,  thirty  lei^es  from  every  sea>port-'-^(daoe  a 
commissKmed  officer  about  me,  to  examine  my  cmte*- 
spondence  and  superintend  my  acti<ms ;  or,  if  the 
l^rlnce  Regent  should  reqfoire  my  word  of  bonosr, 
perhaps  I  might  give  it  I  might  then,  enjoy  a  cer- 
tfltin  degree  of  persoual  liber^,.  and  I  should  have 
the  freedom  of  literature.  In  St  Helena  I  could  not 
live  three  months ;  to  my  halnts  md  ccmstitutbn  it^ 
would  be  death.     I  am  used  to  ride  twenty  miles  a- 
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day^-p-what  am  I  to  do  on  that  Uttk  rocLat  tbe  end  '* 
of  the  w<nrld  ?  No,!  Botuy  Bay  is  better  thm'S^i*, 
Helena — I  pr^r  death  tp  St  Helena — And  whajT  . 
good  ia  my  death  to  do  you  ?  I  am  no  longer  a  so^" ' 
verdgn.  What  danger  could  result  from  my  liying 
as  a  piifate  person  in  the  heart  of  England,  and  re- , 
stericted  in  any  way  which  the  government  shQuld  . 
think  proper  f^ 

He  referred  repeatedly  to  the  manner  of  his  co- 
mii^  on  board  the  Bellerophon,  insisting  upon  his 
bemg  perfisctly  firee  in  his  choice,  and  that  he  had 
prefiarred  confiding  to  the  hospitality  and  generosity 
ef  the  British  nation. 

^  Otherwise,^  he  said,  ^^  why  should  I  not  have 
'  gone  to  my  father-in-law,  or  to  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
der, who  is  my  personal  friend  ?  We  have  become 
enemies,  because  he  wanted  to  annex  Poland  to  his 
dmniBionsy  and  my  popularity  among  the  Poles  was 
in  his  way.  But  otherwise  he  was  my  friend,  and  he 
would  not  have  treated  me  in  this  way.  If  your  go- 
Y^Bunent  act  thus,  it  will  disgrace  you  in  the  qres  of 
Europe.  Even  your  own  people  will  blame  it.  Be- 
^es,  yolx  don<^  Imow  the  feeling  that  my  death  will 
create  both  in  France  and  Italy.  There  is,  at  present, 
a  high  oj^nion  of  England  in  these  countries.  If  you 
kill  me,  it  win  be  lost,  and  the  lives  of  many  English 
will  be  sacrificed.  What  was  there  to  force  me  to 
the  stq)  I  todi  P   The  tri-coloured  flag  was  still  fly-. 
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ing  at  Bourdeaux,  Nantds,  and  Rochefort.*  The 
army  has  not  eren  yet  submitted.  Or,  if  I  had  cho* 
sen  ta  remain  in  France,  what  was  there  to  prevent 
me  from  remaining  concealed  for  years  amongst  a 
people  so  much  attached  to  me  P^ 

He  then  returned  to  his  negotiation  witfi  Cap* 
tain  Maitland,  and  dwelt  on  the  honours  and  atten« 
tions  shown  to  him  personally  by  that  officer  and 
Admiral  Hotham.  '<  And,  after  all,  it  was  only  a 
snare  for  me  r-f  He  agiun  enlarged  on  the  disgraee 


*  The  white  flag  was  flying  at  Rochdle  and  the  Ide  of  dens. 
It  was  hoisted  on  the  12th,  and  hauled  down  afterwards;  again 
hoisted  on  the  13th  July,  to  the  final  exclusion  of  the  three-colour- 
ed ensign. 

-f  Admiral  Hotham  and  CapUun  Maitland  had  no  particular  or- 
ders how  this  uncommon  person  was  to  he  treated,  and  were  natu- 
rally desirous  of  showing  respect  under  misfortunes  to  one  who  had 
been  so  great.  Their  civilities  went  no  farther  than  mnt^iyg  the 
yards  when  he  entered  the  Superb  on  a  breakfast  visit,  and  when  he 
returned  to  the  Bellerophon  on  the  same  occasion.  Captain  Maitland 
ako  permitted  Napoleon  to  lead  the  way  into  the  dining  cabin,  and 
seat  himself  in  the  centre  of  the  table ;  an  honour  which  it  would  have 
been  both  ungracious  and  uncalled  for  to  have  disputed.  Even  these 
civilities  could  not  have  been  a  pordon  of  Ae  snare  of  which  Napo- 
leon  complains,  or  have  had  the  least  effect  in  induchig  him  to  Uifce 
his  resolution  of  surrendering  to  the  English,  as  the  argument  in  the 
text  infers  ;  for  that  resolution  had  been  taken,  and  the  surrender 
made,  befine  Uie  attentions  Napoleon  founds  upon  conld  have  been 
offered  and  received.  This  tends  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  Nelson^ 
that  the  French,  when  treated  with  ceremonial  politeness,  are  apt  to 
form  pretensions  upon  the  concessions  made  to  them  in  ordinary 
courtesy.  9 
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to  Ei^luid  whidi  was  iapfaidiiig.  ^<  I  hold  but  tol 
AePrineeRegeiiC  he  snd,  ^'the  biightegt  pa^  m 
liifl  MaUmyi  in  plaeing  my^  at  his  diaer^n*  I 
have  made  war  upim  you  far  twieiity  yean^  and  I 
give  yoa  the  highest  proof  of  confidenoe  by  Tohm* 
tarily  giviagmyddfifttothehaiidsofiiiyiiioitiiive* 
torale  and  constant  enemies.  Bemembcr,"*  he  eonti* 
sued,  ^  what  I  have  been,  and  how  I  stood  among 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe.  TMs  courted  my  pioteo^ 
lion-*-lia^  ga;ve  me  hk  danghtsr-  all  seoght  for  my 
iriendsh^.  I  was  Emperor  acknowledged  by  all  die 
powen  in  Europe,  except  Great  Britain,  and  she  had 
aeknowkdged  me  as  Chief  ConsuL  Your  goTem* 
ment  has  no  right  to  term  me  General  Buonapark^ 
he  added,  pconting  with  his  finger  to  the  oflfensiTe 
epithet  in  Lord  Melville's  letter.  ^*  I  am  Prince^  or 
Consul,  and  ou^t  to  be  treated  as  such,  if  treated 
with  at  alL  When  I  was  at  Elba,  I  was  at  least  as 
much  a  sovereign  in  that  island  as  Louis  on  the 
throne  of  France.  We  had  both  our  respective  flags, 
eur  ships,  our  troops — Mine,  to  be  sure,^  he  said 
with  a  smile,  *'*'  were  rather  on  a  snudl  scale— I  had 
ttx  hundred  soldiers,  and  he  had  two  hundred  thod- 
sand.  At  length,  I  made  war  up<m  him,  defatted 
him,  and  dethroned  him.  But  there  was  nothing  in 
this  to  deprive  me  of  my  rank  as  one  of  the  sovia- 
ragns  of  Europe.'' 
During  tUs  interesting  scene,  Napoleon  spoke  widi 

VOL.  IX.  F 
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little  intem^^ption  hem  Lord  Keillt>  aad  Siat  Heoxj 
Buobury,  ipbo  dectined  replying  to  his  reinoii8traiioeii| 
stating  themselves  to  be,  unauthorised  to  enter  into 
jUscnssionS)  as  their  only  duty  ivas^  to  convey  the  in- 
tentions of  government  taNapoleon,  and  transmit  bis 
answer,  if  he  charged  them  with  any.  He  repeated 
again  and  .again  his  determination  not  to  go  to  St 
Helena,  and  his  desire  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in 
Great  Briudn. 

'  Sir  Henry  BunbvDry  thoa  said,  he  was  certain  that 
St  Helena  had  been  selected  as  the  place  of  his  reai- 
d^ce,  because  its  local  situation  aHowed  freer  scc^ 
for  exercise  and  indulgence,  than  could  have  beoei 
permitted  in  any  part  of  Great  Britab. 

^^  No,  no,^^  repeated  Buonaparte,  with  animation, 
**  I  will  not  go  there— iYou  would  not  go  there,  sir, 
were  it  your  own  case— nor,  my  lord,  would  you.'' 
Lord  Keith  bowed  and  answered,— ^^  He  had  been 
already  at  St  Helena  four  times.''  Napoleon  went  on 
reiterating  his  protestations  against  being  imprison- 
ed, or  sent  to  St  Helena.  ^^  I  toiU  not  go  thither," 
he  repeated ;  ^^  I  am  not  a  Hercules,  (with  a  smile,) 
>but  you  shall  not  conduct  me  to  St  Helena.  I  pre^ 
fer<  death  in  this  place.  You  found  me  free,  send  me 
back  again ;  replace  me  in  the  condition  in  which  I 
was,  or  permit  me  to  go  to  Amenc&.T 

He  dwelt  much  on  his  resolution  to  die  rather 
than  to  go>to  St  Helena ;  he  had  no  great  reason,  he 
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fiad,  to  wah  jfinr  fife.  Ho  urged  the  Admiral  to  take 
nofertber  steps  toiemoye  him  into  the  Northim* 
beriand,  before  goyenunent  Aonid  hiaye  been  inform- 
ed of  what  he  had  said,  and  have  signified  their  final 
decision.  He  conjured  Sir  Henry  Bunbory  to  itse  no 
dday  in  comnninicating^  his  answer  to  government, 
and  refinred  himsdf  to  Sir  Henry  to  pnt  it  into  finrm: 
After  some  cursory  questions  and  pauses,  he  again 
returned  to  the  p^essbg  subject,  and  urged  the  same 
arguments  as  before.  ^<  He  had  expected,^  he  said, 
^  to  have  had  Hb^ty  to  land,  and  settle  himself  ia 
Ae  coumry,  some  eommbsioiier  being  named  to  at- 
tend him,  who  would  be  of  great  use  for  a  year  or  two 
toteach  him  what  he  had  to  do.  You  could  ehodse,^ 
he  said,  <^  some  respectable  nmn^  for  the  Eiq^h  ser.^ 
tice  must  have  officers  distingmabed  far  ptobiiy  and 
hflfHoar ;  and  do  not  put  about  me  an  intriguing  peri^ 
son,  who  would  only  play  die  qpy,  and  makecabi^.^ 
He  declared  again  lus  determination  nc^  to  go  to 
St  Helena ;  and  tfaia  in^resting  intervkw  waa  con- 
cluded. 

After  the  Admkal  and  Sir  Henry  Burinny  had 
left  the  aiUn,  Napoleon  recalled  Lord  Keith,  whomy 
in  respect  of  his  former  attention  to  his  lordship^s  re« 
lative,  Captain  Elphtnstone^  he  might  coosMer  as 
more  favouraUe  to  his  person. 

Napoleon  opened  the  conversation,  by  asking  Lord 
Keith's  advice  how  to  conduct  himself   Lord  Keith 
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reified,  ibat  h^  was  an  officii',  and  had  'dSscharged 
his  duty,  and  left  witii  hin  the  heads  of  his  instruo* 
tions.  If  he  considered  it  necessary  to  Tenew  the  dia-' 
cus^n,  1^  Henry  Bunbury  must  be  called  in.  Biib^^ 
naparte  said  that  was  unnecessary.  '^  Can  you,^  ssid 
he,  **  after  what  is  passed,  detain  me  until  I  hear  ftdni^ 
Londov  ?^  Lord  Seith  replied,  that  must  depend  on 
die  instructimis  brovight  by  the  other  Admiral,  with 
whidi  he  was  miacquainiied.  *^  Was  there  any  tabiK 
nal,^  he  asked,  ^  to  which  he  cenld  ap^y  P*  Inord 
Keith  answered,  that  he  was  no  ctviK^h,  but  believed 
thatiiitrewisBoiM^'wlmteTer.  He  added,  that  ^wa» 
sadsfied  there  was  every  dispositbn  on  the  part  6f  the 
British  goTemmeDt  to  render  his  ttthmtifloof  ab  een^ 
fortabk  as  prudence  would  permit  ^*  How  so  i"^ 
said  Napokoo,  lifting  the  paper  irMi  the  taUe,  ai^ 
speaking  with  animation.  Upon  Lord  Eeidi^'s  ohser^' 
vug,  '^  tibat  it  was  surely  preCeirahle  to  being  confined 
to  a  waHaf  space  in  Englaad,  or  bmi^  sent  to  Frttice« 
or  perhaps  te  Russia,^— -'^  Russia  P  exclaimed  Bvlo^ 
naparte,  "  God  presenre  me  from  it  l^^ 

During  thds  remarkable  scetie^  Napoleon's  man- 
ner was  perfectly  calm  and  colleeted,  his  voice 
eqnid  and  fitm,  his  tones  Tcry  pleasing.  Once  oi 
twice  only  he  spoke  more  lapidty,  and  in  a  harsher 
key.    He  used  little  goticttlaitiiin,  and  hk  attitudea 

•  Rxrasit  !«P.I>leo  m*en  gftrde ! 
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were  ungraceful ;  but  the  action  of  the  head  was  dig- 
nified, and  the  countenance  remarkably  soft  and  pla- 
dd,  without  any  marks  of  severity.  He  seemed  to 
have  made  up  his  mind,  anticipating  what  was  to  be 
announced,  and  perfectly  prepared  to  reply.  In  ex- 
pressing his  positive  determination  not  to  go  to  St 
Helena,  he  left  it  to  his  hearers  to  infer,  whether  he 
meant  to  prevent  his  removal  by  suicide,  or  to  resist 
it  by  force.* 


*  Having  Imd  the  iftHipablt  adnAt^gf  ff  ccmpiing  Sir  Henry 
BaQibuiy't  ooiitutcf  of  this  itnkiiig  tmmactlon  with  thoie  of  Mr 
Meike,  who  accompanied  Lord  Keith  in  the  capacity  of  secretary, 
the  autjior  has  been  enabled  to  lay  before  the  public  the  most  ample 
and  exaqt  account  of  the  interview  of  Slst  July,  wMch  has  yet  ap- 
peared. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

I^4ifioko»*s  rial  view  of  the  meaeure  ofeending  him  to  St  Hfi" 
kna^^AUegatUm  that  Captain  Maitland  made  terms  with 
Mm^disprowd^Frbbability  that  the  iHstntiation  mfwe  with 
LatCasee,  who  was  disappointed  that  awgotiaikm  ^vhif^ 
he  had  conducted  was  not  success/id, — Scheme  of  removing 
Napoleon  from  the  Belierophon,  by  citing  him  as  a  witness 
in  a  case  of  libet.— Threats  of  self-destruction  by  Napoleon 
— iy  his  Followers  that  they  would  put  him  to  death-~only 
madeto  intimidate  theGovemment.--Napoleongoeson  hoard 
the  Northumberland,  which  sails  for  St  Helena. — His  be- 
haviour  on  the  voyage, — Manner  in  which  he  was  treated  by 
:S^  George  €ockbum.^He  arrives  at  St<Helena,  and  lands 
«»  im  October. 

The  int^est  attaching  to  the  forgoing  interview 
betwixt  Napoleon  and  thegentl^tnen  sent  to  announce 
his  doom,  loses  much,  when  we  regard  it  in  a  great 
measure  as  an  empty  personification  of  feeling,  a  well- 
painted  passion  which  was  not  in  reality  felt  Na- 
poleon, as  will  presently  appear,  was  not  serious  in 
averring  that  he  had*  any  encouragement  fix>m  Cap- 
tain Maitland  to  come  on  board  his  ship,  save  in  the 
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character  of  a  pritoner,  to  be  {daced  at  tht  Prince 
itegeiit^sdiacretioB.  Neither  had  lie  the  most  distant 
idea  of  prei^nUng  his  removal  to  the  Northumber^ 
land,  either  by  vblence  tohmself,  or  any  one  else. 
Bodi  'topics  of  declamation  were  only  used  for  riiow^ 
— the  one  to  alarm  the  sense  of  honour  entertained 
by  the  Prince  Begent  and  the  people  of  England^ 
and  the  other  to  woric  upon  thdr  humanity. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  Nq)oleon  saw  the  pro- 
balnlity  of  the  St  Helena  voyage^  so  soon  as  he  sur- 
rendered himself  to  the  Captain  of  the  Bellerophon. 
Ho  had  affirmed,  that  there  was  a  purpose  of  trans- 
ferring him  to  St  Helena  or  St  Lucie,  even  before 
be  left  Elba ;  ami  if  he  thought  the  En^ish  capidde 
of  seniBng  him  to  such  banishment  while  he  was 
under  the  protection  of  the  treaty  of  Fontamhleau, 
he  could  hardly  suppose  that  they  would  scruple  to 
execute  stich  a  purpose,  after  his  own  conduct  had 
deprived  him  of  all  the  immuniiies  with  which  that 
treaty  had  invested  him. 

Nevertheless,  while  aware  that  his  experiment 
might  possibly  thus  terminate,  Napoleon  may  have 
hoped  a  better  issue,  and  conceived  himself  capable 
(^  cajolbg  the  Prince  Regent  and  his  administra- 
tion into  hazarding  the  safety  and  the  peace  of 
Europe,  in  order  to  display  a  Quixotic  generosity 
towards  an  individual,  whose  only  plea  for  deserving 
It  was,  that  he  had  been  for  twenty  years  thw  mor-^ 
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Ui  enemy.  Btich  bopes  he  may  hftvt  Ctatertmnfid  3 
for  it  omnot  be  dioiight  l&it  lie  woidd  aeknoirledgt 
even  to  Itimfiielf  the  personal  disquahfioatioBs  whudi 
rendered  him,  m  the  eyes  of  all  Eurojpe^  linwotdiy 
of  trust  6t  confidence.  His  expectation  ofa  fiiTOniv 
ia>le  reception  did  not  go  so  fiur,  m  all  likdihood,  as 
those  of  the  indiyidual  among  his  Mowers,  who  be- 
lieved that  Napoleon  would  receive  the  Qrdor  of  the 
Garter  firom  the  Prince  Eegent;  but  be  mi^hope 
to  be  permitted  to  redde  in  Britain  on  the  same  terma 
as  his  brother  Lucien  had  done. 

DocAtless  be  calcuhrted  upon,  and  pwhaps  over- 
rated, idl  these  more  fiivourablediances.  Yet,  if  the 
worst  Aould  arrive,  he  saw  even  in  that  toorsty  that 
Island  of  St  HdeiM  itself,  the  ceitamtj  <^  personal 
safety,  whidi  h^  could  not  be  assured  of  in  any  des- 
potic country,  where,  as  1^  himself  must  have  known 
pretty  w^  an  obnoxious  prisoner,  (»  ditmuy  may 
lose  Us  life  par  negligence y  without  any  bustle  or 
alarm  being  excited  upon  the  occasion.  Upon  the 
16th  August,  while  on  his  passage  to  St  Helena,  he 
frankly  acknowled^d,  that  though  he  had  been  de- 
eeived  in  the  reception  he  had  expected  from  the 
Englidi,  still,  harshly  and  unfably  as  he  thot^ht 
bimsdf  treated,  he  found  comfort  frcmi  knowii^ 
that  he  was  under  the  protection  of  British  lawa, 
whidi  he  could  not  have  enjoyed  had  he  gone  to  an- 
other country,  where  his  iate  would,  have  depended 
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upon  tbe  apriot  of  aa  individual.  This  we  bditTc 
lo  be  the  real  aecBet  of  hia  reiuEtioii  to  Ehgland,  ia 
pwferenoe  to  Mia  fitthafwin-hiw  of  Austria,  or  faia 
ficiend  in  Buaaia.  He  mighty  in  the  firat-namod 
country,  be  kept  in  custody,  more  or  lesa  aevere ;  but 
he  would  be  at  least  aecure  fixna  perishing  of  aome 
political  diaeaae.  Even  while  at  St  Hdena,  he  al* 
lawed,  in  an  interval  of  good-tempered  candour,  that 
comparing  one  place  of  exile  to  another,  St  Helena 
#aa  entitled  to  the  preference.  In  higher  latitudes, 
he  obaenred,  they  would  have  suffered  from  cold,  and 
m  any  other  tropical  iabnd  they  would  have  been 
burned  to  death.  At  St  Helam  the  country  was  wiU 
and  savage,  the  climate  monotonous,  and  un&vom> 
Me  to  health,  but  the  temperature  was  mild  and 
pleasing.* 

The  allegation  on  which  Napoleon  had  insisted  so 
much,  namely,  that  Captain  Maitland  had  pledged 
himself  for  his  good  reception  in  England,  and  re- 
ceived him  on  board  hia  vessel,  not  as  a  prisoner,  but 
as  a  guest,  became  now  an  important  subject  of  in- 
yeatigation.  All  the  while  Niqpoleon  had  been  on 
board  die  Bellorophon,  he  had  expressed  the  great- 
est respect  for  Captain  Maitland,  and  a  sense  of  Ins 
civilities  totally  inconnstent  with  the  idea,  that  he 
conceived  himself  betrayed  by  him.    He  had  even 

*  Las  Coses,  Tom.  I.  P.  2de,  p.  229. 
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tottided  that  officer,  bjr  the  meam  of  M«l«ne  Ber- 
trand,  to  know  whether  he  would  aooept  a  |nretent  of 
his  portrait  set  with  diamonds,  which  Captaan  Mait- 
hmd  requested  might  not  be  offered,  as  he  was  de- 
termined to  decline  it  ' 
On  die  6th  of  August,  Count  Las  Cases,  fiir  the 
first  time,  hinted  to  Captain  Mutland^  that  he  had 
understood  him  to  have  giren  an  assurance,  that  Na^ 
pokon  should  be  well  received  in  England.  Captain 
Maidand  replied,  it  was  impossible  the  Count  could 
mistake  him  so  &r,  dnce  he  had  expressly  stated  he 
could  make  no  promises ;  but  that  he  thought  his 
(Mrders  would  bear  him  out  in  receiving  Napoleon  on 
board,  and  conveying  him  to  England.  He  remind* 
ed  the  Count,  that  he  had  questioned  him  (Cap-^ 
tain  Maitland)  repeatedly,  as  to  his  private  ofO- 
nioD,  to  which  he  could  only  answer,  that  he  had 
no  reason  to  think  Napoleon  would  be  ill  reoei* 
ved.  Las  Cases  had  nothing  to  offer  in  rq»ly. 
Upon  the  same  6th  August,  Napoleon  himself  spoke 
upon  the  subject,  and,  it  will  be  observed,  how  very 
different  his  language  was  to  Captab  Maitland,- 
from  that  which  he  held  in  his  absence.  *^  Th^  say,^ 
he  remarked,  ^'  that  I  made  no  conditions.  Certain^ 
I  made  no  conditions.  How  could  an  individual  en^ 
terinto  terms  with  a  nation?  I  wanted  nothingof  than 
but  hospitality,  or,  as  the  ancients  would  express  it, 
air  and  water.  As  for  you,  Captain,  I  have  no  cause 
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cf  ooni|dmBt ;  your  oosdiict  hu  bom  dmt  of  a  mm 

Theinvtttigitkinof  this  BMiltet  did  sot  end  beri^ 
for  the  ungrounded  assertion  tluit.Captiia  Msitl«Dd 
had  granted  some  conditioaB,  ea^tesaed  or  iQi(rijed, 
was  no  sooner  lepeDed  than  it  was  again  revived. 

On  the  7(h,  Count  Las  Cases  having  a  part* 
mg  interview.with  Lord  Keith,  tax  the  purpose  of 
delivering  to  him  a  priH^est  on  the  pMrt  of  Buona- 
parte, '*  I  was  in  the  act  of  telling  him^  said  the 
Count,  ^^  that  Captain  Maicland  had  said  be  was 
authorised  to  carry  us  to  London,  without  letting 
us  suspect  th^t  we  were  to  be  regarded  as  prisonera 
of  war ;  and  that  the  Captain  xrould  not  deny  that 
we  came  fireely  and  in  good  faith ;  that  the  letter 
fmn  the  Emperor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  had  given  Captain  Maitland  in- 
formation, must  necessarily  have  created  tacit  con«. 
ditions,  smce  he  had  made  no  ohsmrvation  ,on  it'! 
Here  the  Admkal^s  impatience,  nay,  ttagev,  broke 
forth*  He  said  to  him  sharply,  that  in  diatcaseiCap- 
tafai  Mttlland  was  a  fod^  since  his  instructions  con*, 
tained  not-a  word  to  such  a  purpose;  and  this  he 
should  surely  know,  since  it  was  he.  Lord  Keith,  who. 
issued  them.  Count  Las  Cases  still  persevered,  sta- 
ting that  hb  lordship,  spoke  with  a  hasty  severity, 
for  which  he  might  be  himself  responsible ;  since  the 
other  officers,  as  well  as  Bear- Admiral  Hotham,  bad 
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expieised  Aemmdves  to  the  Bone  dibet,  wUcb  emM 
not  have  been  the  case  had  the  letter  of  instnioliona 
been  so  clearly  ezpvesied,  and  so  podtive,  as  his 
loidship  seimied  to  think.* 

Loid  Keith,  upon  thb  statement  ol  Count  Xiaa 
CaseS)  called  upon  Captain  Maidand  for  the  most 
am|^  acoooiu  he  could  give  of  the  communications 
which  he  had  had  with  the  Count,  previous  to  Na* 
poleon^s  coming  on  board  the  Bellerophon.  Captain 
Maidand  of  course  obeyed,  and  stated  at  full  length 
^  manner  in  which  the  French  fingates  lay  block- 
aded, the  great  improbability  of  their  effecting  an 
escape,  and  the  considerable  risk  they  would  have 
run  in  attempting  it ;  the  application  to  him,  ^t  by 
Savary  and  Las  Cases,  afiterwards  by  Las  Cases  and 
Gourgaud;  his  olgecting  to  the  frequent  flags  of 
topuce;  his  refusal  to  allow  Buon^iarte  to  pass  to^ 
sea,  either  im  French  ships  of  war,  or  in  a  neutral 
vessd;  his  ccmaenting  to  carry  to  England  the 
Ifte  EmpeiKNT  ai|d  his  auite,  to  be  at  the  disposal  of 
Ab  Prince  Regent,  with  his  cautions  to  them,  i^;iain 
and  again  renewed,  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Sar« 
tonus  and  Captain  Gambler,  that  he  could  grrat  no 
stipulations  or  conditions  whatsoevor.    The^e  offi* 


*  The  reader  nifty  judge  for  himself,  by  tumiiig  to  p.  54,  where 
the  instructions  are  printed,  acting  under  which  no  man  but  a  fool, 
as  the  Admiral  truly  said,  could  have  entered  into^sudi  a  treaty,  as 
Count  Las  Cases  pretends  Captain  Maitland  to  have  engaged  in. 
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OHM  firipeltili'tiidcMoe  «»  4fae  tsflieteAei/bf  thcb 
wikttn^ltettalbiitk  If»  dmnfinn,  llw  ulsbttaliott  of 
Cooirtl^wGttaeSyfer  itUMafeitatoiioBiore,  ktobt 
placed  against  tbs  espteM  and  eqpUcat  awiaiamt  of 
Captaa  Maitlinid^  the  latter  muirt  pncpondiraite^  wwi0 
it  bat  by  aid  of  Ae  direct  tettimoBy  ef  two  othar 
BftaMi  offidn.  Fimdiy,  Oaptara  Maitland  loen- 
^ttiied  Niqfiiboii^a  acknofirledginettt,  and  that  of  bk 
atdte/that  tb«^  tbeir  elpectatiaai  had  been  dar> 
a]^xM&lied,  liiey  imputod  no  Uaaie  to  lam,  wVuk  fae 
coidd  Hot  faafve  escaped,  hadbeviedany  uiiwaRWi^ 
ed  aikd^tOaekms  proposab  to  endoe  them  mu  beaad 
hiaYend.  As  die  bwt  piece  ef  eTidenoey  he  umb*- 
tio&ed  his  taking  (mtmdl  of  Menlhabn,  who  agdh 
ntetted  to  (Jbp6leon%  wMi  to  maktt  hiai  a;  pnaant, 
aad  expressed  Ae  Emperor's  sense  of  his  civttttieBi 
and  his  h%fa  and  honouraUe  deportment  damagh 
^  whole  trfiMaedon; 

Captaih  Maidand,  to  use  his  own  words,  tfaeii 
said,  ^  ^  I  feel  much  hurt  that  Cbunit  Las  Gases 
should  hire  atated  to  Lord  Eath,  that  I  had  fn^ 
mised'Buonaparte  should  be  well  reeeived  in  fii^i 
land,  or  indeed  made  promises  of  any  sort  I  have 
endeavemwd  to  conduct  myself  with  integrity  md 
honour  Uiroughout  the  whole  of  this  transaction,  aad 
therefore  csnnot  allbw  such  an  assemon  to  ga  mi^ 
contradicted.^  ^OUf  said ConBt  M<mlholeii,  'Las 
Casea  i^^otiated  this  business ;  it  has  tunied  cmt 
▼ery  difierendy  fvom  what  he  and  all  of  us  expected. 
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He  aUnbvlM  dw  Enperar'f  ttMuitfett  to  fabnitl^ 
and  is  thezefim  deairoiis  of  giTing  h  the  bi^  ooiiii- 
tenanoe  he  can ;  but  I  aaaore  you,  die  Esipenn  b 
eenTiiiced  jcmr  condttct  haa  been  most  honoufahie  r 
then  laldi^  my  hand,  hepteaBed  it^  and  added,  ^  and 
that  is  s^  opinion  alao.^  ^ 

Lovd  Keilli  iras,  of  conese,  perfeody  eomrinctd 
that  the  chaige  agttnat  Ciqplain  Mailland  was  net 
only  totally  unauppofted  by  testitneny,  but  tlntrit 
wiw  disproved  by  the  eiddoice  of  impttrttal  iriiaesies, 
aa  well  as  by  the  conduct  and  puUte  ezpressbn  of 
acntimenta  of  these  who  had  the  best  right  to 
conq^am  of  that  efteer^s  conduct,  had  it  been  leaOy 
daserving  of  cenmne.  The  reason  why  Count  Las 
Cases  should  persiat  in  grounding  hopes  and  wishes 
of  his  own  firaming,  upon  svqiposed  expreeaiotts  of  en- 
coiai^^emoit  firom  Captain  Maidand,  has  been  pro* 
baUy  rightly  treated  by  Count  Montibohm.  Napo« 
kon^s  conduct,  in  loading  Captain  Maithmd  with 
ike  chaige  of  ^^  laying  siuures  for  him,^"  while  his  own 
conscience  so  far  acquitted  that  brave  oflieer,  diat 
he  pressed  upon  him  thanks,  and  yet  more  substan- 
tid  evidence  of  his  favourdUe  opinion,  can,  we  are 
afraid,  only  be  imputed  to  a  predonnilant  sense  of 
his  own  interest,  to  which  he  was  not  unwiUing  to 
have  sacrificed  the  piofesnonal  cfaasactw  and  ho- 
nourable name  of  an  officer,  to  whom,  on  other  occa- 
sions, he  acknowledged  himself  obliged.     Aa  Ci^ 

tain  Mutland's  modest  and  manly  narrative  is  now 

17 
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puUtthed,  the  figment,  that  Napoleon  came  on 
hoard  theBdlerophon  in  any  other  charaeter  than 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  must  be  considered  as  silenced 
for  ever. 

Having  prosecuted  this  interestbg  subject  to  a 
conclusion,  we  return  to  the  train  of  circumstances 
attending  Napoleon^s  departure  from  England,  so 
far  as  they  seem  to  contun  historical  interest. 

The  inoonrenient  resort  of  immense  numbers, 
sometimes  not  less  than  a  thousand  boats,  scarce  to 
be  kept  off  by  absolute  force  by  those  who  rowed 
guard  within  the  prescribed  distance  of  800  yards 
from  the  Bellerophon,  was  rendered  a  greater  annoy* 
ance,  when  Napoleon'^s  repeated  expressions,  that  he 
would  never  go  to  St  Helena,  occasioned  some  sus- 
picions that  he  meant  to  attempt  his  escape.  Two 
fingates  were  therefore  appointed  to  lie  as  guards  on 
the  Bellerophon,  and  sentinels  were  doubled  and 
treUed,  both  by  night  and  day. 

An  odd  inddent,  of  a  kind  which  could  only  hate 
happened  in  England,  (for  though  as  many  bizarre 
whims  may  arise  in  the  minds  c£  foreigners,  they  are 
much  more  seldom  ripened  into  action,)  added  to 
the  cares  of  those  who  were  to  watch  this  important 
prisoner.  Some  newspaper,  which  was  not  possess- 
ed of  a  legid  adviser  to  keep  it  right  in  point  of 
form,  had  suggested,  (in  tenderness,  we  suppose,  to 
public  curiosity,)  that  the  person  of  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte should  be  r«noved  to  shore  by  agency  of  a 
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writ  pf  Habeas  C<Mrpus.  This  ^sagical  rescript  of 
the  Old  Bttley,  as  Smdiett  terms  U»  lose^  Us  influ*^ 
ence  over  an  alien  and  prisoner  of  war,  and  tbere-^ 
fore  such  an  absurd  proposal  was  not  acted  upon. 
But  an  individual  prosecuted  for  a  Ubel  upoxi  a 
naval  officer,  conceived  the  idea  of  dting  Napoleon 
as  an  evidence  in  a  court  of  justice,  to  prove,  as  he 
pretended,  the  state  of  the  French  navy,  which  waa 
necessary  to  his  defence*  The  writ  was  to  have 
been  served  (m  L<Nrd  Keith;  but  he  duappointed 
the  litigant,  by  keeping  his  boat  off  the  ship  while 
he  was  on  board,  and  afbrwards  by  the  speed  of  bis 
twelve-cHired  baige,  which  the  attomey^s  panting 
rowers  toiled  ajGter  in  vain.  Although  this  was  a 
m&e  absurdity,  and  only  worthy  of  the  laqg^ter 
with  which  the  anecdote  of  the  attomey^s  pursuit 
and  the  Admiral's  flight  was  goierally  received,  yet 
it  might  have  given  rise  to  inconvenience,  by  sug- 
gesting to  Napoleon,  that  he  was,  by  some  process 
or  othe^,  entitled  to  redress  by  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  might  have  encouraged  him  in  resist* 
ing  attempts  to  remove  him  from  the  BeUeropbon. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  to  end  sivdti  inconvenient  oc*> 
currences,  the  Bellerophon  was  appointed  to  put  to 
sea  and  remwi  cruising  off  the  Start,  where  she  was 
to  be  joined  by  the  squadron  destined  for  Saint  Her 
lena,  when  Napoleon  was,  with  his  immediate  i|^ 
tendants,  to  be  removed  on  board  the  Northumber* 
land.  14 
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His  spirit  for  some  time  seemed  wound  up  to  some 
desperate  resolre,  and  though  he  gare  no  hint  ol 
suicide  brfore  Captain  Maitland,  otherwise  than 
by  expressing  a  dogged  resolution  not  to  go  to  St 
Helena,  yet  to  Las  Cases,  he  spoke  in  undisguised 
terms  of  a  Roman  death.     We  own  we  are  not 
afiraid  of  such  resolutions  being  executed  by  sane  per* 
sons  j  when  they  take  the  precaudon  of  consulting  an 
intelligent  friend.   It  is  quite  astonishbg  how  slight 
ia  backing  will  support  the  natural  love  of  life,  in 
minds  die  most  courageous,  and  circumstances  the* 
most  desperate.    We  are  not,  therefore,  surprised 
to.  find  that  the  philosophic  arguments  of  Las  Cases 
determined  Napoleon  to  survive  and  write  his  his- 
tory.    Had  he  consulted  his  military  attendants, 
he  would  have  received  other  coimsels,  and  assist- 
ance  to  execute  them  if  necessary.    L^AUemand, 
Montholon,  and  Gourgaud,  assured  Captain  Mait« 
land,  that  the  Emperor  would  sooner  kill  himself 
Aan  go  to  St  Helena,  and  that  even  were  he  to  c(m- 
sent,  they  three  were  determined  themselves  to  put 
him  to  death,  rather  than  he  should  so  far  degrade 
himself.    Captain  Maitland,  in  reply,  gave  some 
hints  indicative  of  the  gallows,  in  case  such  a  scheme 
were  prosecuted. 

-    Savary  and  L^Allemand  were,  it  must  be  owned, 
under  cdrcumstances  peculiatly  painftil.     They  had 
been  among  the  list  of  persons  excluded  from  the 
VOL.  IX.  a 
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waatesty  by  the  royal  goTemment  of  France,  and 
now  tbey  were  prohibited  by  the  British  ministry 
from  accompanying  Napoleon  to  St  Helena.    They 
entertainecU  not  unnaturally,  the  greatest  aaiiety 
about  thdr  fate,  apprehensiTe,  though  entirely  with« 
out  reason,  that  they  might  be  delivered  up  to  th« 
French  government.    They  resolved  upon  personal 
redstance  to  prevent  their  being  separated  from  their 
Emperor,  but  fortunately  were  so  ccmsiderate  amid 
their  wrath,  as  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  late  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  and  statesman.  Sir  Samuel  Ro- 
milly.    As  the  most  effectual,  mode  of  serving  these 
unfortunate  gentlemen,  Sir  Samuel,  by  personal  ap- 
plication to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  learned  that  there 
were  no  thoughts  of  ddivering  up  his  cfients  to  the 
French  government,  and  thus  became  able  to  put 
their  hearts  at  ease  upon  that  score.    On  the  subject 
of  the  resistance,  as  to  the  legality  of  which  they 
questioned  him.  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  acquainted  them, 
diat  fife  taken  in  an  affiray  of  the  kind,  would  be  con- 
atrued  into  murder  by  the  law  of  England.  No  greater 
danger,  indeed,  was  to  be  expectjed  from  an  assault, 
legalized  upon  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  lawyer,  than 
from  asuicide  adjusted  with  the  advice  of  a  council- 
lor of  state;  and,  we  suppose  neither  Napoleon  nor 
his  followers  were  more  serious  in  the  violent  pro- 
jects which  they  announced,  than  they  might  think 
necessary  to  shake  the  purpose  oiihe  English  minis- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAPOLVOlf  BUONAPARTE.  99 

try.  In  this  thej  were  totaUyiimueceiifUylttidtliMr 
inlemperate  threats  only  jDccaaioiied  their  beii^  de- 
prived of  arms,  excepting  Napoleon,  who  was  left  in 
possession  of  his  sword.  Niqwleon  and  hia  fiJlowers 
were  greatly  hurt  at  this  marked  expression  of  want 
of  confidence,  which  must  also  have  been  pdnfiil  to 
the  English  officers  who  executed  the  order,  thoi^h 
it  was  explained  to  the  Frendi  gentlemen  that  the 
measiffe  was  only  one  of  precaution,  and  that  their 
weapons  were  to  be  carefully  preserved  and  restored 
to  diem.  During  his  last  day  <m  board  the  Bdle^ 
rophon,  NapoIe<m  was  employed  in  composing  a  pro* 
test,  which,  as  it  contains  nothing  more  than  Mb  ad- 
dress to  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  we 
have  thrown  into  the  Appendix,  No«  IX.  He  idso 
wrote  a  seomd  letter  to  the  Prince  Regent* 

On  the  4fth  of  August,  the  BeUerophon  set  sml, 
and  next  morning  feU  in  with  the  Northiunberiand, 
and  the  squadron  destined  for  St  Helena,  as  also 
with  the  Tonnant,  on  board  of  which  Lord  Keith'^s 
flag  was  hdsted. 

It  was  now  that  Napoleon  gave  Captain  Maitland 
the  first  intimation  of  his  purpose  to  submit  to  his 
exile,  by  requesting  that  Mr  O^Meara,  surgeon  of 
the  Bellero^on,  might  be  permitted  to  attend  him 
to  St  Hdiena,  instead  of  his  own  surgeon,  whose 
health  could  not  stand  the  voyage.  This  made  it 
clear  that  no  resistance  was  designed ;  and,  indeed, 
so  soon  as  Napoleon  observed  that  his  threats  had 
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ptodoced  no  effect,  be  submitted  widi  bis  udtxil  equa- 
BBBity.  He  dso  gave  txden  to  deliver  up  bis  ftnas. 
Hisbiiggage  was  likewise  subjected  to  aform  of  searcb, 
but  witboat  unpaPcking  or  disturbing  any  article.  Tbe 
treasure  <^  Buonaparte,  amounting  only  to  41000  gold  \ 
Napoleons,  was  taken  into  custody,  to  abridge  bim  of) 
that  powerful  means  of  effecting  bis  escape.  Full  re- 
ceipts^ of  course,  w^re  given,  rendering  tbe  Britisb 
government  accountable  for  tbe  same;  and  March- 
and,  the  &vourite  valet-de-cbambre  of  tbe  Emperor, 
was  permitted  to  take  whatever  money  be  thought 
m^ht  be  immediately  necessary. 

About  eleven  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  tbe  7th 
August,  Lord  Keith  came  in  bis  barge  to  trans- 
fo:  Napoleon  firom  tbe  Belleropbon  to  tbe  Nor- 
thumberland. About  one  o^dock,  when  Buonaparte 
had  announced  that  be  was  in  full  readiness,  a  cap- 
tsin'^s  guard  was  turned  out ;  Lord  Keith's  barge  was 
prepared ;  and  as  Napoleon  crossed  tbe  quarter-deck, 
the  soldiers  presented  arms  under  three  ruffles  of  the 
drum,  being  the  salute  paid  to  a  general  officer.  Hi$ 
step  was  firm  and  steady ;  his  farewell  to  Captain 
Maitland  polite  and  friendly.  That  officer  bad  no 
doubt  something  to  forgive  to  Napoleon,  who  had 
endeavoured  to  fix  on  him  the  stigma  of  having  laid 
a  snare  for  him ;  yet  tbe  candid  and  manly  avowal  of 
the  feelings  which  remuned  on  bis  mind  at  parting 
with  him,  ought  not  to  be  suppressed.     They  add 
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credit,  were  that  required,  to  hit  plfun*  bonett,  and 
unvamislied  narrative. 

'^  It  may  appear  surprising,  that  a  possibilitj  coidd 
exist  of  a  British  officer  being  prejudiced  in  &Toiir 
of  one  who  had  caused  so  many  calamities  to  his 
country ;  but  to  such  an  extent  did  he  possess  ths 
power  of  pleasing,  that  there  are  few  people  who 
could  have  sat  at  the  same  table  with  him  for  neariy 
a  month,  as  I  did,  without  feeling  a  sensation  of 
pity,  allied  perhaps  to  regret,  that  a  man  possessed 
of  so  many  iasdnating  qualities,  and  who  had  held  so 
high  a  station  in  life,  should  be  reduced  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  I  saw  him.**^ 

Napoleon  was  received  on  board  of  the  Northiiift- 
berland  with  the  same  honours  paid  at  leaving  the 
Bellerophon.  Sir  George  Cockbum,  the  British  ad- 
miral to  whose  charge  the  late  En^ror  was  now 
committed,  was  in  every  respect  a  p«nson  h^;bly 
qualified  to  discharge  the  task  with  delicacy  towards 
Napoleon,  yet  with  fidelity  to  the  instructions  he  had 
recdved.  Of  good  birth,  accustomed  to  the  first  so^ 
dety,  a  handsome  person,  and  an  agreeable  address, 
he  had  yet  so  much  of  the  firmness  of  his  profirasion  as 
to  be  able  to  do  unpleasing  things  when  necessary./ 
In  every  particular  within  the  circle  of  his  orders, 
he  was  kind,  gentle,  and  accommodating ;  bejrond 
them,  he  was  inflexible.  This  mixture  of  eoorlevf 
and  firmness  was  particularly  necessary,  since  Na^ 
poleon,  and  still  more  his  aitendai^  on  his  bdiaif. 
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W€xe  d€Mroup  upcm  fieveral  occasions  to  arrogate  a 
degree  of  roy^  rank  for  the  prisoner,  whidi  Snr 
George  Coclburn-s  mstrucdons,  for  reasons  to  be 
hereafter  noticed,  poiatiTely  forbade  him  to  concede; 
AU  that  he  could  giye,  he  gave  with  a  readiness 
whidi  showed  kindness  as  well  as  courtesy;  but 
aiware  that,  beycmd  the  fixed  limit,  each  admitted 
claim  would  only  form  the  foundation  for  another,  he 
made  his  French  guests  sensible  that  ill-humour  or 
anger  oould  have  no  effect  upon  his  conduct 

The  consequence  was,  that  though  Napoleon^ 
when  transferred  to  the  Northumberland,  was,  by 
the  <Hrders  of  the  Admhralty,  deprived  of  certain 
marks  of  deference  which  he  received  on  board  of 
the  Bellerophon,  (where  Captain  Miutland  had  no 
piedse  orders  on  the  subject,  and  the  withholding 
of  which  in  him  would  have  been  a  gratuitous  in« 
flictbn  of  humiliation,)  yet  no  positive  quarrel,  fiur 
kss  any  rooted  ill-will,  took  place  betwixt  Napoleon 
and  the  AdmiraL  The  latter  remained  at  the  prin- 
dpal  place  of  his  own  table,  was  covered  when  on  the 
quarter^^deck,  after  the  first  salutations  had  passedj 
and  disregarded  other  particulars  of  etiquette  obser- 
ved towards  crowned  heads ;  yet  such  circumstances 
only  occasioned  a  little  temporary  coldness,  which, 
as  the  admiral  paid  no  attention  to  his  guests^  dis- 
l^basore,  soon  gave  way  to  a  Frenchman's  natural 
love  ef  society ;  and  Sir  Crecffge  Cockbinm  (ceasing 
lobethaX^iiSuLasCases  says  the  French  termed 
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him  whm  thay  were  in  die  pet^  beeaae  that  arixtare 
of  the  obligiiig  gratleman  a&d  strict  oflSoer  for  which 
Napoleon  hdd  him  whelieTer  he  spoke  candidly  on 
the  subject 

It  may  be  mentioned  as  no  bad  instance  of  this  line 
of  conduct,  and  its  effects,  that  upon  the  Northumber- 
land crossing  the  line,  the  Emperor  desiring  to  exhibit 
his  nmnificence  to  the  seamen,  by  presCTting  them  with 
a  hundred  louis  d^<Nr,  under  pretext  of  paying  the  mr- 
dinary  fine,  Sir  George  Cockbum,  considering  this 
tribute  to  Neptune  as  too  excessive  in  amount,  would 
not  permit  the  donative  to  exceed  a  tenth  part  of  the 
sum ;  andNapoleon,  offended  by  the  restriction,  mod 
nothing  at  alL  Upon  another  occasion,  eariy  in  the 
^oyi^ge,  a  difference  in  national  manners  gave  rise  to 
one  of  those  slight  misunderstandings  which  we  have 
noticed.  Napoleon  was  accustomed,  like  all  French^ 
men,  to  leave  the  table  immediately  after  dinner,  and 
Sir  George  CodLbum».with  the  English  officers,  re- 
mained after  him  at  table ;  for,  in  permitting  his 
French  guests  their  liberty,  the  Admhal  did  not 
choose  to  admit  the  right  of  Napoleon  to  break  up 
the  party  at  his,  Shr  George%  own  table.  This  gave 
some  discontent.^  Notwithstanding  these  trifling 
subjects  of  dissatisfaction,  Las  Cases  informs  us  that 

*  hM  CaseS)  Tom.  Imi^  Partk  Imi^,  p.  101,  gives  Mnnewluit 
ft  different  aocoont  oi  this  tiifliDg  matter,  whidi  appears  to  havt 
been  a  nysimaentaaj&ig.  LasCases  supposes  «be  Admiral  to  hats 
been|ofifended  at  Napoleon's  rising,  whweas  Sir  Oeoige  Gockbora 
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the  Admiral,  whom  lie  took  to  be  prepoesoftied  against 
them  at  first,  became  every  day  more  amicaUe.  The 
Emperor  used  to  take  his  arm  every  eveiing  on  the 
quarterrdeck,  and  hold  long  conversations  with  him 
upon  maritime  subjects,  as  well  as  past  events  in  ge- 
nerate 

While  on  board  the  Northumberland,  the  late  Em- 
peror spent  his  mornings  in  reading  or  writing  ^  his 
evenings  in  his  exercise  upon  deck,  and  at  cards. 
The  game  was  generally  vingt  un.  But  when  the 
play  became  rather  deep,  he  discouraged  that  amuse- 
ment, and  substituted  chess.  Great  tactician  as  he 
was.  Napoleon  did  not  play  well  at  that  military 
game,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  his  antagonist, 
Monthobn,  could  avoid  the  solecism  of  beatmg  ^e 
Emperor. 

During  this  voyage.  Napoleon's  Jowr  defiteoc* 
curred,  which  was  also  his  birth-^ay.  It  was  the  15th 
August ;  a  day  for  which  the  Pope  had  expressly 
canonized  a  St  Napoleon  to  be  the  Emp^or^s  pa< 
tron.  And  now,  strange  revohubn,  it  was  celebnu 
ted  by  him  on  board  of  an  English  man-of-war, 
which  was  conducting  him  to  his  place  of  imprisoa* 
ment,  and,  as  it  proved,  his  tomb.    Yet  Napoleon 


was  only  desiroiis  to  show  that  he  did  not  conceive  himself  obliged 
to  bieak  up  the  party  because  his  French  guests  withdrew.   It  seems, 
however,  to  have  dwelt  on  Napoleon's  mind,  and  was  always  quoted 
when  he  desired  to  express  dissatisfaction  with  the  Admiral* 
:  •  Im  Ciwcs,  Tom.  In^^,  Fartie  Imierei  p.  149t 
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i  seemed  cheedid  and  contented  during  the  whole  day, 
and  was  even  pleased  with  being  fortunate  at  play, 

*   which  he  received  as  a  good  omen. 

Upon  the  15th  October  1815,  the  Northumber- 

.  land  reached  St  Helena,  which  presents  but  an  un- 
promising aspect  to  those  who  design  it  for  a  resi- 
dence, though  it  may  be  a  welcome  sight  to  the  sea- 
worn  mariner.  Its  destined  inhabitant,  firom  the  deck 
of  the  Northumberland,  surveyed  it  with  his  spy* 
glass.  St  James^  Town,  an  inconsiderable  village, 
was  before  him,  enchased  as  it  were  in  a  valley,  amid 
arid  and  scarped  rodcs  of  immense  height ;  every 
platform^  every  opening,  every  gorge,  was  bristled 
with  cannon.  Las  Cases,  who  stood  by  him,  could 
not  perceive  the  slightest  alteration  of  his  counte- 
nance. The  orders  of  government  had  been  that 
Napoleon  should  remain  on  board  till  a  residence 
could  be  prepared  suitable  for  the  line  of  life  he  was 
to  lead  in  future.  But  as  this  was  likely  to  be  a 
work  of  time.  Sir  George  Cockburn  readily  under- 
took, on  his  own  responsibility,  to  put  his  passengers 
on  shore,  and  provide  in  some  way  for  the  security 
of  Napoleon's  person,  until  the  necessary  habitation 
should  be  fitted  up.  He  was  accordingly  transferr^ 
to.  land  upon  the  16th  October ;  and  thus  die  Empe- 
^,of  France,  nay  wellnigh  of  Europe,  sunk  into  tbp 

d  fl^ViMe  of  St  Helena. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Cauaa  which  JuH^  the  EngH»h  Chvemmeni  in  ik$  meoMW 
ofNapoleon'9  BaiMhment-^He  was  a  PrUaner  of  War,  and 
had  already  shown,  hy  breach  of  the  Treaty  of  FontainNeau, 
(hat  no  confidence  could  he  reposed  in  hkn.'^The  Govern^ 
ment  was  even  censured Jhrnot  taking  stronger  pretanOions 
to  prevent  his  escape  from  Elba.^Napoieon's  wish  to  retire 
to  England,  in  order  that,  being  near  France,  he  might 
again  interfere  in  her  ajffairs.^Reasons  for  withholding 
from  him  the  title  of  Emperor^^Advantages  qf  St  Helena, 
as  a  place  of  Banishment.^Sir  George  Cocldmm's  Instruct 
turns  for  the  Treatment  of  Napokcm.-^Longwoodfixed  on 
as- the  place  of  residence  of  the  E/v^Emperor.^Temporary 
aeeommodaiion  prepared  for  him  at  Briars.-^He  removes  to 
Longwood.'^Preoautions  taken  for  the  sqfe  custody  of  the 
Prisoner.'^IUgvMi^ms  concerning  the  Vessels  permitted  to 
enter  the  ff arbour. 

We  are  now  to  touch  upon  the  aiguments  whidi 
seem  to  justify  the  administration  of  England  in  the 
strict  course  which  they  adopted  towardslNapdeon 
Buonaparte,  in  restraimng  his  person,  and  Abating 
ihe  priTileges  of  rank  which  he  tenaciously  daimed. 
And  here  we  are  led  to  observe  the  change  produced 
in  men's  feelings  within  the  space  of  only  twelf« 
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yetrs.  In  1816,  when  the  present  author,  however 
inadequate  to  the  tadc,  attempted  to  treat  of  the  same 
salgect,  there  existed  a  considerable  party  in  Britain 
who  were  of  opinicm  that  the  British  government 
would  best  have  discharged  their  duty  to  France 
and  Europe,  by  delivering  up  Niq>oleon  to  Louis 
XVIII.^s  government,  to  be  treated  as  he  himself 
had  treated  the  Dmke  d'Enghien.  It  would  be  at 
this  time  c^  day  needless  to  throw  away  argument 
upon  this  sulgect,  or  to  show  that  Napoleon  was  at 
least  aitided  to  security  of  life,  by  his  surrender  to 
the  British  flag. 

As  needless  would  it  be  to  go  over  the  frequently 
rqieated  ground,  whidh  proves  so  clearly  that  in 
other  resqpects  ihe  transactbn  with  Captain  Maitland. 
amounted  to  an  unconditional  surrender.  Napoleon 
had  considered  every  plan  of  escape  by  force  or  ad- 
dress, and  none  had  seemed  to  h^  to  present  such 
chance  of  a  favourable  result,  as  that  which  upon 
full  consideration  he  adopted.  A  surrender  to  Eng* 
land  insured  his  Ufe,  and  gave  him  the  hope  of  ta- 
king fiirther  advantages  from  the  generosity  of  the 
British  nation ;  for  an  unconditional  surrender,  as 
it  secures  nothing,  so  it  excludes  nothing.  Gene- 
nd  Bertrand,  when  on  board  the  Northumberland, 
said  that  Niqpdeon  had  been  much  influenced  in 
taking  the  step  he  had  done  by  the  Abb6  Sieyes, 
who  had  strongly  advised  him  to  proceed  at  once  to 
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England,  in  preference  to  taking  any  other  course^ 
which  proves  that  his  resolution  roust  of  course  have 
been  formed  long  before  he  ever  saw  Captain  Mait- 
land.  Even  Monsieur  Las  Cases,  when  closely  exa- 
mined, comes  to  the  same  result ;  for  he  admits  that 
he  never  hoped  that  Napoleon  woidd  be  considered 
as  a  free  man,  or  receive  passports  for  America ;  but 
only  that  he  would  be  kept  in  custody  imder  milder 
restrictions  than  were  inflicted  upon  him.  But  as  h^ 
made  no  stipulation  of  any  kind  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  these  restrictions,  they  must  of  course  have 
been  left  to  the  option  of  the  conquering  party.  The 
question,  therefore,  betwixt  Napoleon  and  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  was  not  one  of  JusticCy  which  has  a  right 
to  its  due,  though  the  consequence  should  be  de« 
struction  to  the  party  by  which  it  is  to  be  rendered, 
but  one  of  generosity  and  clemency,, feelioga  which 
can  only  be  wis^y  indulged  with  reference  to  the 
safety  of  those  who  act  upon  them. 

Napoleon  being  thus  a  prisoner  surrendered  at 
discretion,  became  subjected  to  the  common  laws  of 
war,  which  authorize  belligerent  powers  to  shut  up 
prisoners  of  war  in  places  of  confinement,  firom  which 
it  is  only  usual  to  except  such  whose,  honour  may  be 
accounted  as  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  their  good 
iaith»  or  whose  power  of  doing,  injury  \s  so  small 
^tbatft^^ight  be  accounted  bontemptiUe.  But  Buo* 
naparte  was  neither  in  the  one  situation  nor  the 
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odier.  His  power  was  grett ;  the  temptatieii  to  use 
it  strong ;  and  the  confidence  to  be  placed  in  his  re- 
solution or  promise  to  resbt  sach  temptation^  very 
1^^  indeed; 

There  is  Mn  nnamthorised  report  that  Lord  CasUe- 
reigh,  at  the  tnne  of  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau, 
asked  Caohuncourt,  why  Napoleon  did  not  choose 
to  ntk  refuge  in  England,  rather  than  accept  the  al« 
raostridicuioustitleof  Emperor  of  Elba.  We  doubt 
much  if  Lord  Casdfereagh  did  this.  But  if,  either 
upon  such  a  hint,  or  upon  his  own  free  motion.  Na- 
poleon had  chosen  in  1814,  to  repose  his  confidence 
in  the  British  nation ;  or  even  had  he  fallen  into  our 
hands  by  chmoe  of  war,  England  ou^t  certainly, 
on  so  extraordinary,  an  occasion,  to  have  behaved 
with  magnanimity ;  and  perhaps  ought  either  to 
have  permitted  Napoleon  to  reside  as  an  individual 
within  her  dominions,  or  sufiSsred  him  to  have  de- 
parted to  America.  It  might  then  have  been  urg^ 
(though  cautious  persons  might  even  then  hesitate,) 
diat  the  pledged  word  of  a  soldier,  who  had  been 
so  lately  a  sovereign,  ought  to  be  received  as  gua- 
rantee for  his  observance  of  treaty.  Nay,  it  might 
then  have  been  held,  that  the  talenU  and  activity  of 
a  single  individual,  suppo^ng  them  as  great  as  hu- 
man powers  can  be  carried,  would  not  have  enabled 
him,  however  desirous,  to  have  agam  disturbed  the 
peace  of  Europe.  There  would  have  been  a  natural 
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^dre^  Aoefiire^  ta  grsnt  ia  rmaariuMe  a  penon  Ihftl 
liberty,  whidi  a  genorooa  nafeioii  mij^t  have  bem 
wiUing  to  conceiTe  would  not,  and  could  im^  be 
abused.  Buttheexperiment  of  Elba  gave  too  an^ile 
proof  at  once  how  little  reliance  was  to  be  ^aced  in 
Napoleon^s  ei^agemeat,  and  hew  nmch  danger  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  him,  even  whea  his  fbrtunes 
were  i^parently  at  the  lowest  ebb.  His  brcadi  of 
Ae  treaty  of  Fontainbleau  altered  entirely  his  re* 
lations  with  England  and  with  Europe ;  and  placed 
hiin  in  the  condition  of  one  wliose  word  could  not  be 
trusted,  and  whose  personal  (teedom  was  inconsist- 
ei^  with  the  liberties  of  Europe.  The  experiment 
L  of  trusting  to  his  parole  had  been  tried  and  failed* 

The  wise  may  be  deceiyed  once ;  only  fools  are  twice 
cheated  in  the  same  manner. 

It  may  be  pleaded  and  admitted  for  Napokon, 
that  he  had,  to  instigate  his  returning  fiom  Elba, 
as  strong  a  temptation  as  earth  eould  hold  out  to 
an  ambitious  spirit  like  his  own,*— the  proipect  of 
an  extraordinary  enterprise,  with  the  Imperial  throne 
for  its  reward.  It  may  be  also  allowed^  diat  the 
Bourbons,  delaying  to  pay  his  stipulated  revenue, 
afforded  him,  so  &r  as  they  were  concerned,  a  certain 
d^ee  of  provocation.  But  aU  this  would  only  ar* 
gue  against  hit  being  again  trusted  within  the  reach 
of  such  temptation.  While  France  was  in  a  state  of 
such  turmoil  and  vexaticm,  with  the  remains  of  a  dis* 
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fa«iid>  fickle  popnhrion^ 
while  the  King  (in  <Mrder  toBiakegoodhisBtipuhiled 
pttymenta  to  thealliei,)  was  obliged  to  impoae  heavy 
taxes,  wad  to  raise  them  with  some  ^e^entjj  maoy  op- 
portimities  aoight  aiise,  in  which  Napoleon,  either 
eomidahiing  ^  seme  petty  iajwies  of  hie  own,  orift- 
Tited  by  the  diseontented  state  of  the  French  nation, 
■i]{^  renew  his  memorable  attempt  of  S8th  Febc»- 
aiy.    Xt  was  the  business  of  the  British  minktry  te 
prevrntallhaiardofthis.    It  was  but  on  the  SOth 
April  before,  that  they  were  called  upon  by  the  Op^ 
position  to  account  to  the  House  of  Commons  fior 
not  taking  proper  precautions  to  preyent  Buonar 
parte^s  escape  ftom  Elba.  For  what  then  would  they 
have  rendered  th^nselTes  responsible^  had  they  pla- 
ced him  in  circumstances  which  admitted  of  a  second 
escape  ?— at  least  for  the  full  extent  of  all  the  confu- 
sion and  bloodshed  to  which  sudi  an  event  must  ne- 
cessarily haye  giyoi  rne.  The  justice  as  well  as  the 
necessity  of  die  case,  warranted  the  abridgmoit  of 
Buraaparte's  liberty,  the  extoit  of  which  had  been 
made,  by  his  surrender,  dependent  upon  the  will  of 
Britain. 

In  deducing  this  condnsion,  we  have  avoided  ha- 
ying any  recourse  to  the  argument  ad  hommem.  We 
have  not  mentioned  the  dungeon  of  Toussaint,  on  the 
frontier  of  the  Alps,  or  the  detention  of  Ferdinand, 
a  confiding  and  circumvented  ally,  in  the  chateau  of 
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Valenfay.  Weliave  not  adrerted  to  the  instances  of 
honours  and  appointments  bestowed  on  officers  who 
had  bn^en  their  parole  of  honour,  by  escaping  from 
England,  yet  were  rec^ved  in  the  Tuilleries  with 
fiiYour  and  preferments.  Neither  have  we  alluded  to 
the  great  state  maxim,  which  erected  political  neces* 
si^,  or  expediency,  into  a  power  superior  to  moral 
law.   Wer^  Britain  to  vindicate  her  actions  by  such 
instances  as  the  above,  it  would  be  reversing  the 
blessed  rule^  acting  towards  our  enemy,  not  according  . 
as  we  would  htkYe  desired  he  should  have  done,  but 
as  he  actually  JKzd  done  in  regard  to  us,  and  obser« 
ving  a  crooked  and  criminal  line  of  policy,  because 
our  adversary  had  set  us  the  example. 

But  Buonaparte^s  former  actions  must  necessarily, 
have  been  consid^ed,  so  far  as  to  ascertain  what 
confidence  was  to  be  reposed  in  his  personal  charac- 
ter ;  and  if  that  was  foimd  marked  by  gross  instances  of 
breach  of  faith  to  others,  ministers  would  surely  have 
been  inexcusable  had  they  placed  him  in  a  situation 
where  his  fidelity  was  what  the  nation  had  principal- 
ly to  depend  on  for  tranquillity.  The  fact  seems  to 
be  admitted  by  Las  Cases,  that  while  he  proposed 
to  retire  to  England,  it  was  with  the  hope  of  again 
meddUng  in  French  affairs.*     The  example  of  Sir 


•  ThiB,  to  be  sure,  according  to  Las  Cases,  was  only  in  order  to 
carry  through  those  great  schemes  of  establishing  the  peace,  the  ho- 
BOUT,  and  the  union  of  the  country.    He  had  hoped  to  the  last,  it 
19 
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Niel  C«m|>belF  bad  sbown  faow  Httl^  restraint  ftbe 
mere  presmiee  of  a  commissioner  would  have  had 
oTer  this  extraordinary  man ;  and  his  resurrection 
after  leaving  Elba,  had  distinctly  denumstrated  that 
nothing  was  to  be  trusted  to  the  second  pofitical 
death  which  he  proposed  to  submit  to  as  a  recluse  in 
England. 

It  has,  however,  been  urged,  that  if  the  character 
of  the  times  and  his  own  rendered  it  an  act  of  stern 
necessity  to  take  from  Napoleon  his  personal  free- 
dom, his  captivity  ought  to  have  been  at  least  ae- 


seems,  in  the  cntieal  moment,  ^'  That,  at  the  sight  of  the  puhUc 
danger,  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  France  would  be  opened ;  that  they 
would  return  to  him,  and  enable  him  to  saye  the  country  of  Fraucift. 
It  was  this  which  made  him  prolong  the  time  at  Malmaisona^t  was 
tills  which  induced  him  to  tarry  yet  longer  at  Rochefort.  If  he  is 
now  at  St  Helena,  he  owes  it  to  that  sentiment.  It  is  a  train  Of 
thought  from  which  he  could  never  be  separated.  Yet  more  lately, 
when  there  was  no  other  resource  than  to  accept  the  hospitality  of 
the  BeUerophon,  perhaps  it  was  not  without  a  species  of  satlsfactibn 
that  he  found  himself  irresistibly  drawn  on  by  the  course  of  evems 
towards  England,  since  being  there  was  being  near  France.  He  knew 
well  that  he  would  not  be  free,  but  he  hoped  to  make  his  opinion 
heard ;  and  then  how  nlany  chances  would  open  themselves  to  the 
new  direction  which  he  wished  to  inspire." — Sijour  aupfh  de  T- 
Emperear  Napoleon^  &c  Tom.  II.  Pariie  Sieme.  We  cannot  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  this,  unless  it  implies  that  Napoleon,  while 
retirii^  into  England,  on  condition  of  abstaining  from  politics,  en* 
tertained  hopes  of  regaining  his  ascendency  in  French  affairs,  by  and 
through  the  influence  which  he  expected  to  exercise  over  those  of 
Britain. 

VOL.  IX.    -  U 
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cmnpamcdwith  all  marks  of  honoiiniUe  dfodnctton ; 
miA  dtst  it  was  mmeeessarily  cruel  to  hurt  the  feel- 
ings of  his  fbUowers  and  his  own,  by  refb^ghim  the 
Imperial  title  and  personal  observances,  which  he 
had  enjoyed  in  his  prosperity,  and  of  which  he  was 
tenacious  in  adyersity. 

It  will  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  if  anythmg 
(Could  have  been  done  connstent  with  the  main  exi- 
gendes  of  the  case,  to  save  Napoleon,  in  his  unfor- 
tunate situation,  a  single  pang,  that  measure  should 
liave  been  resorted  to.  But  the^  could  be  no  reason 
why  Britain,  in  compassionate  courtesy,  should  ^ve 
to  her  priscmer  a  title  which  she  had  refused  to  him 
dejurcj  even  while  he  wielded  the  empire  of  France 
de  facto ;  and  Uiese  were  arguments,  to  be  hereafter 
stated,  which  weighed  powerfully  against  granting 
juch  an  indulgence. 

The  place  of  Napoleon^s  confinement,  also,  has 
been  the  sulgect  of  severe  censure;  but  the  questicm 
is  entirely  dependent  upon  the  right  of  confining  him 
atalL  If  that  is  denied,  there  needs  no  forther  argu- 
ment;  for  a  fdace  of  ocmfinement,  to  be  effectual^  must 
connect  several  circumstances  of  safety  and  seclu- 
sion, each  in  its  d^ree  aggravating  the  suffermg6 
of  the  person  confined,  and  inflicting  pain  which 
ought  only  to  be  the  portion  of  a  legal  prisoner.  But 
if  it  be  granted,  that  a  person  so  formidable  as  Na- 
poleon  should  be  debarred  from  the  power  of  making 
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a  seooQil  avutar  on  tb«  eattby  tfaete  is  ftrhmfi  mm 
place  in  the  world  where  so  ample  a  degree  of  aeduikjr 
Gotdd  have  hem  reoomled  widi  the  mam  degree  of 
pergonal  freedom  to  the  captiTe^  as  St  Hdc&a. 

The  healthfuloess^tbe  elunate^^that  idmud  m'tik 
be  best  proved  by  the  contents  of  Aieportamiexedta 
a  return  made  on  Mth  March,  l»ei,  by  Dr  Thomas 
Sbo?tt^{Ay8ician  to  die  forces;  from  which  it  appears^ 
(hat  among  the  troops  then  statioBed  in  St  Helenav 
constantly  employed  in  ordinary  or  on  fstigoe  diityv 
and  always  exposed  to  the  atouM^here^  the  {»ropo(lkm 
ef  sick  was  cmly  as  <me  man  to  forty-two,  even  indu^ 
ding  casualties,  and  those  sent  to  the  hospital  slW 
punishment.  This  extraofdinary  degree  of  healdi^ 
superior  to  that  of  mo^  places  in  the  world,  Dr  Shdrtt 
imputes  to  the  drcumstmice  of  the  island  beii^  jit^ 
eed  in  the  way  of  the  trade-winds,  where  the  contimieil 
steady  breeze  carries  off  the  superfluous  heat,  and 
with  it  such  effluvia  noxiousto  the  human  constitution, 
as  it  may  have  generated  The  same  cause,  bni^(tng 
with  it  a  sudcesBion  of  vapours  from  the  ocean,  «£& 
fords  a  cloudy  curtain  to  intancept  the  sun^s  rays,  and 
prevents  the  oomrrence  of  those  violent  and  rapid 
forms  of  disease,  which  {M'escnt  diemselves  through* 
out  the  tropes  in  general*  Checked  perspiratimi  is 
noticed  as  an  occasional  cause  of  disease,  but  which, 
if  properly  treated,  is  only  fatal  to  those  whose  con- 
stitutions have  been  previously  exhausted  by  long 

yoL,  IX. 
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i«H(knee.iiiahU€luaitte.  It  ihould  dbo  be  obser^ 
vjad»  tbfti  tbt  cUrnale  of  tke  idand  is  renmrkablf 
stMdyy  Bot  ymryitig  vpov  as  average  Biore  tbaa> 
twenty;  degrees  in  the  course  of  tbe  year;  whieb 
(Quality  of  tempoiaiiire  is  aootber  great  cause  of  die 
gtdenlibailtfaiUness.*  Tbe  atmosphere  is  warm  iiK> 
(Gbwd  s  but,  as  Napoleon  was  himself  bom  in  a  hot 
iqK»Mc^  and  was  alated  to  be  aftaid  of  the  ^old  eren 
(pf  BritaiO)  that oould  hardly  in  his^ease  be  ccNuidei^ 
^  as  a  disadTanti^;eous  orcumstance. 

In  respect  to  Napdcon^s  personal  treatment^  Sic 
G^oige  <3ockbum  proceeded  on  his  arrival  to  ar-« 
WUge  tUs  u|x>il  the  system  recommended  by  his 
fmd  instructions,  which  run  thus ; 

<<  In  committii^  so  important  a  trust  to  British 
ofteer%  the  Pridoe  Regent  is  sensible  tbat  it  is  not 
wcessary.to  impress  upon  them  his  anxiotM  desire 
lluit  no  greater  measure  ot  sei^erity  widi  respect  to 
confinement  or  restriction  be  imposed,  than  wliat  is 
deemed  neeesairy  for  the  fiuthful  dischaige  <^  that 
^ty,  which  the  Admiral,  as  wdi  as  the  GovemoF 
#f  Samt  Helena,  must  ever  keep  in  mind^— »the 
lierfect  security  of  General  Buonaparte"^  person. 
Whatever,  con^stent  with  this  great  object,  can 
be  allowed  in  the  shape  of  indulgence,  bis  Royal 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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ia  confident  will  be  wiflingly  sbewn  to  tke  General ; 
and  h#  relies  on  Sir  George  CodOmiii's  known  lesl 
and  ^mergy  of  oharaeter^  thet  he  will  not  allow  him- 
aetf  to  be  betrayed  into  any  improvidhnt  rdaxatton 
of  hie  duty."* 

It  was  in  the  4i|Hrit  of  these  iaatructiona  that  Sir 
George  €o<ibQni  aoted^  in  selecting  a  (dace  of  reet- 
dttiee  lor  hU  important  priaoner,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  he  omecdted  Napoleon^s  widbes  as  nntdi  ae  the 
case  could  poeilbly  admit 

The  aecommodati<m  upon  the  ishmd  was  by  no 
fiaeanseuoh  ascould  be  dcknred  in  the  circumstancee. 
Thare  were  oidy  three  houses  of  a  pi^c  character, 
which  were  in  any  degree  adapted  fer  such  a  gneet. 
Two,  the  town  reridences  of  ^e  governor  and  Heu- 
tenaiH^gi^enior  of  the  idand,  w^e  unfit  fbr  the  ha« 
bitation  of  Napoleon,  because  they  were  within  Jmnes 
Town,  a  situation  which,  for  obvious  rea8(m8,\was 
not  advisable.  The  third  was  Phmtadon-HousMe,  a 
viUa  in  the  country,  fodonging  to  the  governor,  which 
was  the  best  dwelling  in  the  iriand.  The  Britodi 
administration  had  prohibited  the  sdection  of  this 
house  for  the  rendence  of  the  late  Imperial  captive. 
We  difier  from  their  opinion  in  this  particular,  be* 


*  Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Earl  Bathurst,  addressed  to  thp 
iiords  Cammisationen  of  the  Admiraltf ,  4ated  SOth  July,  ISl^ 
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cause  Uie  very  best  aeooivmod^on  wasdiia  to  fidiLn^ 
gxeatness;  and,  in  bis  dreumstanees,  NApdeon, 
ji^ith  ev^y  teepti^  to  the  authority  of  the  gojtatmar^ 
plight  to  have  bew  the  last  petson  on  the  Uaad 
sulgected  to  inconyenirace.  We  have  little  doidit 
t^t  jt  would:  have  been  so  ^ranged,  but  &t  the 
^uafiofiition  of  the  late  Ficndi  fUnp^et  and  his  &&• 
lowers  to  use  every  pout  of  deference  ^r  complai- 
aanc^  ex^pcised  towards  than,  as  an  argument  tot 
pushing  their  pretensicms  fiurtber.  Thus,  the  oiyiL 
itf  «boii^  by  Adnural  Hotham  and  Captain  Mait- 
l#nd,  in  jnanning  the  yarda  as  Napdeon  passed  from 
one  vessel  to  the  other,  was  pleads  upon  as  a  proof 
that  his  free  and  re|^  condition  was  eicknowledgiBd 
l^  these  officoKS ;  and,  no  doubt,  the  assigmng  for 
hia  use  the  best  house  in  the  island,  might,  acoord- 
ing  to  the  same  mode  of  logic,  have  been  assumed  to 
«gi|^y  that  Napoleim  had  no  superior  in  St  Hdena. 
Still  there  were  means  of  repelling  this  qpirit  of  en- 
goadiwent,  if  it  had  shown  itself;  and  we  thmk  it 
fTimld  have  been  better  to  risk  the  consequences  inr 
pleated,  and  to  have  assigned  Plantation-House  f<Hr 
his  residence,  as  that  which  was  at  least  the  best  ao- 
commodation  which  the  island  afforded.  Some  etr- 
cumstances  about  the  locality,  4t  is  believed,  had  ex* 
cited  doubts  whether  the  house  could  be  completely 
guarded.  But  this,  at  any  rate,  was  a  question  which 
ha4  been  considered  at  home,  where,  perhaps,  the 
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slo«d ;  Aud  Sir  6«oi|[e  C^kborOffetlcved  by  ]iift  ku 
fltr^etkmf^  lui4  ne  tfbiMce  in  die  malter. 

Beades  Plantatioii-Houfle,  tbee^  wm  aoollMr  re* 
«i4^ce  tttqjtted  ia  th^  cowiaty^  Md  oec«pi0d  1^  tlit 
lieutaumt-goTemor,  c»Ued  Long^poedf  wUeh,  iiAiv 
nU  tke  di&r^t  eetatet  and  re^dences  in  ihtf  idtmi 
bad  been  examiiied,  was  diosen  by  Sir  George  Oooh> 
bom  ss  the  fiiture  roiMdence  of  NupolMii.  It  liat 
delached  firom  the  getmMy  inhabited  plaaee  of  Ae 
idmd,  censequaitly  wma  werb  likely  to  ftetgtueM 
its  ne^bourhoed^  unltss.  thoae  who  oame  these  en 
bemMa.  It  was  also  dittant  firom  these  points  which 
were  ssost  accessible  to  bouts,  whiohi  until  thsy 
ishiMiId  be  soffioiendy  defended,  it  was  not  dsanrablA 
to  expose  to  the  ohserviitkm  of  ^bipoleon  <»  his  nii 
htary  oompanions.  At  Longwood,  toe^  there  wM 
Ml  extoitof  leYel^oimd,  capable  of  beii^;  obserred 
Mid  secured  by  s^ittineb,  presenting  a  space  adapted 
for  exerdi^,  whether  <m  horadiad^  or  in  a  caniage^ 
and  the  ditnatioii,  being  hij^  was  m^re  ooel  than 
the  confined  yalteys  of  the  ne^boodiood.  The 
house  itsdf  was  equal  in  aoeonunodation  (thec^ 
that  is  not  saying  mnch)  to  any  on  the  idand.  Plants 
adcH^-Honse  CKcej^ed. 

To  ccmcLude,  it  was  approved  .o£  by  Niq^oleon^ 
who  visited. it  personally,  and  expressed  himsdf  so 
nrndi  satii^ed,  diat  it  was  difficult  tepierail  os^m 
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to  leave  the  piace.  Immediate  preparatiotis  were 
tiierefere  made,  for  mlikiog  such  additions  as  should 
render  the  residence,  if  not  such  a  one  as  could  be 
wished,  at  least  as  eomino£ous  as  the  cireumstaiices 
admitted.  Indeed  it  vas  hoped,  by  assistance  of  ar^ 
tiieers  and  firames  to  be  sent  firom  England,  to  im- 
piOTC  it  to  any  extent  required.  In  the  meanwhile, 
until  the  repairs  immediately  necessary  could  be  made 
at  Longwood,  General  Bertrand,  and  thereist  of  Na- 
poleon'^s  suite,  were  quart^ed  in  a  furnished  house 
in  James  Town,  while  he  himself,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, lock  up  his  abode  at  Briars,  a  small  house,  or 
co^age,  ron^antically  situated,  a  little  way  from  Uie 
t»wn,  in  which  he  could  only  have  oira  spare  room  far 
hisownaccommodatbn.  Sir  George  Cockbum  would 
liave  persuaded  him  rather  to  take  up  his  tonpc^rary 
abode  in  the  town,  where  the  best  house  in  the  place 
was  provided  for  him.  Napoleon  declined  this  propo- 
8al>  {heading  his  natural  aversion  to  expose  himself  to 
the  public  gaze.  Besides  the  solitude,  the  pleasing 
landscape,  agreeable  especially  to  those  whose  persons 
have  been  lately  confined  to  a  ship,  and  whose  eyes 
have  long  wandered  over  {he  waste  of  ocean,  det^- 
mined  the  Ex-Emperor  in  favour  of  Briars. 

Whilst  dwelling  at  Briars,  Napoleon*  limited  him* 
sdf  more  than  was  necessary ;  for,  taking  exception 
at  the  sentinels,  who  were  visiUe  from  the  windows 
of  the  house,  jand  dyecting  more  reasonaUy  to  the 
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resort  of  visitors,  he  sequestered  himself  in  a  small 
pavilion,  consisting  of  one  good  room,  and  two  snaH 
atdc  apartments,  whieh  stood  about  twenty  yards 
from  the  house.  Of  course,  his  freedom,  unless  when 
aceompanied  by  a  Britbh  field-officer,  was  limited  to 
the  smril  garden  of  the  cottage,  the  rest  of  the  pre- 
dncts  being  watched  by  sentinels.  Sir  George  Cock- 
bum  felt  for  the  situation  of  his  prisoner,  and  endea- 
voured  to  hurry  forward  the  improvements  at  Long, 
wood,  in  order  that  Napoleon  might  remove  thither. 
He  employed  for  this  purpose  the  ship-carpenters  of 
the  squadron,  and  dl  the  artificers  the  island  could 
afibrd ;  "  aiid  Longwood,''  says  Dr  O^Mei^a,  "  for 
nearly  two  montJis,  exhibited  as  busy  a  scene  as  had 
ever  been  witnewed  during  the  war  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty^s  dock-yffirds  whUst  a  fleet  was  fitting  out  under 
Ae  personal  direction  of  some  of  our  best  naval 
commanders.  The  Admiral,  indefatigable  in  his  ex* 
ertions,  was  firequently  seen  to  arrive  at  Longwood 
shortly  after  sunrise,  stimulating  by  his  presence  the 
'  St  Helena  workmen,  who,  in  general  laxy  and  im^ 
lent,  beheld  with  astonishment  the  dispatch  and  ac- 
tivity of  a  man-of-war  succeed  to  the  dharacteristio 
idleness,  which  until  then  they  had  been  accustom- 
ed both  to  witness  and  to  practise."* 

During  the  £x-Emperor"s  residence  at  Briars, 
he  remained  much  secluded  from  society,  spent  his 
morniiigs  in  the  garden^  and  in  the  ev^ung  played 
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at  whist  tor  sugar-phmiSy  with  Mr  Bileoi|ibf,  the 
proprietor^  and  the  oiembers  of  his  fiunily.  The 
Count  Las  Cases,  who  seons,  among  those  of  lus  red* 
miO)  to  hare  possessed  the  most  various  and  extensive 
information,  was  naturally  selected  as  the  chie^  if  no( 
the  only  compani<m  of  his  studies  and  recreations  in 
the  morning.  On  such  occasions  he  wa?  usually  gea- 
tle,  aooessiblei  and  captivating  in  his  manners* 

The  exertions  of  Sur  Gleorge  Cockbum,  struggling 
with  every  difficulty  which  want  of  building-materials, 
means  of  tran^ort,  and  everything  which  fiiciUtates 
such  operations,  could  posdUy  interpose,  at  length 
cnaUedhim  toaccomplishthetransmutadonof  Loiq;* 
wood  into  such  a  dwelling-house,  as,  though  it  was 
far  bdow  the  former  dignity  of  its  possessor,  might 
sufficiently  accommodate  a  captive  of  the  rank  at 
wUch  Napolecm  was  rated  by  the  British  Govern* 
ment.* 

On  the  9th  December,  Longwood  received  Na- 
poleon and  part  of  his  household ;  the  Count  and 
Countess  of  Montholon  and  their  children ;  the 
Count  Las  Cases  and  his  son;  General  Gour* 
gaud.  Doctor  O'Meara,  who  had  been  received  as  his 


*  The  suite  of  apartments  destined  fbr  his  own  peculiar  tise  con« 
sisted  of  a  saUoo,  an  eating-xo(Hn,  a  libr^,  a  small  study,  «id  a 
sleeping-i^Mtftment.  This  was  a  strange  contrast  with  the  palace^ 
which  Napoleon  had  lately  inhabited ;  but  it  was  preferable,  in  the 
tame  proportion,  to  the  Tower  of  the  Temple,  and-the  dungeons  of 
Vincennes. 
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iMdical  attencUnl,  and  muk  other  of  Napoleon^s  aU 
tmidants  as  could  not  be  lodged  within  the  house^ 
were,  for  the^time,  aeconuno^ted  with  tents;  and 
the  Count  and  Countess  Bertrand  were  h)^«d  in  a 
small  cottage  at  a  place  called  HutV  gate,  just  on  the 
▼erge  of  what  might  be  called  the  privileged  gnnmds 
of  Longwood,  whilst  a  new  house  was  building  for 
their  reception*  Upon  the  whole,  as  it  is  scarcely 
dffliied,  on  the  one  hand,  that  every  eflbrt  was  made 
to  render  Longwood-House  as  commodious  for  the 
porisoner  as  time  and  means  could  possiUy  permit) 
so,  on  the  other,  it  must  in  fairness  be  considered^ 
that  the  delay,  however  inevitaUe,  must  have  been 
painfully  felt  by  the  Ex-Emperor,  confined  to  his 
hut  at  Briars ;  and  that  the  house  at  Longwood^ 
when  finished  as  well  as  it  could  be  in  the  circum^ 
stances,  was  far  inferior  in  accommodation  to  that 
which  every  Englishman  would  have  desired  that  the 
distinguished  priscmer  should  have  enjoyed  whikt  in 
English  custody. 

It  had  been  proposed  to  remedy  the  deficiencies  of 
Limgwood  by  constructing  a  habitation  of  wood  upon 
a  suitaUe  scale,  and  sending  it  out  in  jaeees  S^m 
England,  to  be  put  together  on  the  spot ;  the  only 
mode,  as  the  island  can'  scarce  be  said  to  afford  any 
building-materials,  by  which  the  desired  object  of  Na*- 
poleoh^s  fitting  accommodation  could,  it  was  thought, 
be  duly  attained.  Circumstances,  however,  prevent- 
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cd  this  plan  from  b^g  attempted  to  be  carried  into 
execution  for  several  months ;  and  a  series  of  unhappy 
disputes  betwixt  the  Govemor  and  his  prisoner  add- 
ed years  of  delay ;  which  leads  us  again  to  exprei^ 
our  regret  that  Plantation-House  had  not  been  at  once 
assigned  to  Napoleon  for  his  residence. 

We  haye  already  said,  diat  around  the  house  of 
Longwood  lay  the  largest  extent  of  open  ground  in 
the  neighbourhood,  fit  fcNr  exercise  either  on  foot  or 
upon  horseback.  A  space  of  twelve  miles  in  circum- 
ference was  traced  cff^  within  which  Napoleon  might 
take  exercise  without  being  attended  by  any  oife.  A 
chain  of  sentinels  surrounded  this  domain  to  prevent 
his  passing,  jonlcss  accompanied  by  a  British  officer. 
If  he  inclined  to  extend  his  excursions,  he  might  go 
to  any  part  of  the  island,  providing  the  officer  was  in 
attendance,  and  near  enough  to  observe  his  motions. 
Such  an  orderly  officer  was  always  in  readiness  to 
attend  him  when  required.  Within  the  limited  space 
already  mentioned,  there  were  two  camps,  that  of 
the  5Sd  regiment  at  Deadwood,  about  a  mile  from 
Longwood ;  another  at  HutVgate,  where  an  officer's 
guard  was  mounted,  that  being  the  principal  access 
to  Longwood. 

We  are  now  to  consider  the  means  resorted  to  for 
the  safe  custody  of  this  important  prisoner.  The  old 
poet  has  said,  that  ^^  every  island  is  a  prison  C^  but, 
in  point  of  difficulty  of  escape,  there  is  none  which 
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can  compate  with  St  Helena ;  which  was  no  doubt 
the  chief  reason  for  its  being  selected  as  the  place  of 
Napoleon^s  detention. 

Dr  O^Meara,  no  friendly  witness,  informs  us  that 
the  guards,  with  attention  at  once  to  Napoleon's  ftel- 
ings,  and  the  security  of  his  person,  were  posted  in 
the  fi[)llowing  manner : — 

<^  Asubaltem'^s  guard  was  posted  at  the  entrance 
of  Longwood,  about  six  hundred  paces  from  the 
houses,. and  a  cordon  of  sentuiels  and  {dcquets  was 
placed  round  the  limits.  At  nine  o'clock  the  senti** 
nels  were  drawn  in  and  stationed  in  communication 
with  each  other,  surrounding  the  house  in  such  po-* 
sitions,  that  no  person  could  come  in  or  go  out 
without  being  seen  and  scrutinized  by  them*  At  the 
entrance  of  the  house  double  sentinels  were  placed, 
and  patrols  were  continually  passing  backward  and 
forward.  After  nine.  Napoleon  was  not  at  liberty 
to  leaye  the  house,  unless  in  company  with  a  field* 
officer ;  and  no  person  whatever  was  allowed  to  pass 
without  the  counter-sign.  This  state  of  affiurs  con** 
tinned  until  day-light  in  the  morning.  Every  land- 
ing-place in  the  island,  and,  indeed,  every  place 
which  presented  the  semblance  of  one,  was  fiimish- 
ed  with  a  picquet,  and  sentinels  were  even  placed 
upon  every  goat-path  leading  to  the  sea ;  though  in 
truth  the  obstacles  presented  by  nature,  in  almost 
all  th6  paths  in  that  direction,  would,  of  themselves, 
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hate  protect  insiurmoimtable  to  so  unwieldy  a  pers<m  ] 
as  Napoleon.^ 

The  precautions  taken  by  Sir  George  Cockbura, 
to  atail  himself  of  the  natural  character  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  island,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility 
<^its  new  inhabitant  mi^iig  his  escape  by  sea,  were 
so  strict,  as,  even  without  die  assistance  of  a  more 
immediate  guard  upon  hiis  person,  seemed  to  exclude 
the  possibility,  not  only  of  an  escape,  but  even  an 
attempt  to  communicate  with  the  prisoners  from  the 
sea-coast 

'  <<  From  the  various  signal-posts  on  the  islantl,^ 
continues  the  account  of  Dr  O'^Meara,  ^^  ships  are 
freqiiently  discovered  iM;  twenty-four  leagues^  dis- 
tance, and  always  long  before  they  can  approach  the 
shore.  Two  ships  of  war  continually  cruised,  one  to 
windward,  and  the  other  to  leeward,  to  whom  sig« 
nals  were  made  as  soon  as  a  vessel  was  discovered 
from  the  posts  on  shore.  Every  ship,  except  a  Bri« 
tish  man-of-war,  was  accompanied  down  to  the  road 
by  one  of  the  cruisers,  who  remained  with  her  until 
she  was  either  permitted  to  anchor,  or  was  sent  away. 
No  foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to  anchor,  unless 
under  drcumstances  of  great  distress ;  in  which  case, 
no  person  from  them  was  permitted  to  land,  and  an 
officer  and  party  from  one  of  the  ships  of  war  was 
sent  on  board  to  take  charge  of  them  as  long  as  they 
remaned,  as  well  as  in  order  to  prevent  any  impro. 
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per  communicaluHi.  Every  fishiog-boftt  bebDging 
to  the  island  was  numbered^  and  andiored  every 
evening  at  sunset,  under  the  superintendence  of  a 
lieutenant  in  the  navy.  No  boats,  excepting  guaid- 
boats  from  the  ships  of  war,  which  pulled  about  the 
island  all  night,  were  allowed  to  be  down  after  sun* 
set  The  orderly  officer  was  also  instructed  to  ascer* 
tain  the  actual  presence  of  Napoleon,  twice  in  the 
twenty.four  hours,  which  was  dime  with  as  much 
delicacy  as  possible.  In  fact,  every  human  precau-\ 
tion  to  prevent  escape,  short  of  actually  ineaicera- . 
ting  or  enchainhig  him,  was  adopted  by  Sir  George 
Cockbum.^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Buonaparte's  alleged  grievances  considered. — Right  of  Great 
Britain  to  restrict  his  Liberty, — Propriety  of  withliol'ding 
the  Tkte  o/EmpsfW, — The  Right  of  inspecting  his  dfrre^ 
spondence  might  have  been  dispensed  with* — Rlfgulation  thai 
a  British  Orderly  Officer  should  see  Napoleon  at  certain 
times  in  the  day^ts  importance. — Limits  allowed  Napoleon 
for  his  Walks  and  Rides. — Complaints  urged  by  Las  Cases 
against  Sir  George  Cockbum. — Measures  adopted  by  the 
European  Powers  to  secure  Napoleon's  safe  custody. — Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  appointed  Governor  of  St  Helena — his  Qua- 
lifications for  the  Office  oonsidered.^~Information  given  by 
General  Gourgaud  to  Government. — Agitation  of  varunts 
Plans  for  Buonaparte's  Escape* — Writers  on  the  subject  of 
Napoleon's  Residence  at  St  Helena. — Napoleon's  irritating 
Treatment  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.— Interviews  between  them, 

HiTHEftTO^  as  we  have  prosecuted  our  task,  each 
year  has  been  a  history  which  we  have  found  it  dif« 
ficttlt  to  contain  within  the  limits  of  half  a  volume ; 
remaining  besides  conscious,  that,  in  the  necessary 
compression,  we  have  been  obliged  to  do  injustice  to 
the  importance  of  our  theme.     But  the  years  of  im« 
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priMnment  wliich  pass  so  much  more  slowly  to  the 
captivC)  occupy,  with  their  ndancboly  monotony, 
odiyasmaUportbmof  the  pj^  of  history;  and  the 
tale  of  five  years  of  St  Hel^a,  might,  so  far  as  events 
are  ooneemed,  be  sooner  told  than  the  l^istory  of  a 
aiaj^  campaign,  the  shortest  which  was  fought  un« 
dcr  Bvumaparte^s  aospces.  Yet  these  years  were 
ptii^uUjr  marked^  and  indeed  embittered,  by  a  train 
of,  irritating  disputes  betwixt  the  prisoner  and  the 
officer  to  whom  was  committed  the  important,  and 
yet  most  delicate^  task  of  restrabing  his  liberty,  and 
cuttk^  off  all  ^i^ct  of  escape,  and  whose  duty  it 
was,  at  the  same  time,  to  mix  the  necessary  degree  of 
▼i^^laQoe  with  as  nmdi  courtesy,  and  we  will  add 
kindness,  as  Napoleon  could  be  prevailed  on  to  ac- 
cept 

We  have  had  consideriftde  opportunity  to  collect 
inibrmation  on  this  subject,  the  correspondence  of 
^  Hudson  Lowe  with  his  Majeety^s  government 
having  been  opened  to  our  researches  by  the  libera- 
lity of  Lord  Bathurst,  bte  secretary  of  state  for  tte 
cid<mial  depaj^ent  This  communication  has  ena- 
bled us  to  speak  wkh  conidence  respecting  the  grae- 
ni  principles  by  which  the  British  goveofnment  were 
guided  in  ^eir  instructions  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and 
the  tenor  of  these  instructmns  themselves.  We  there- 
fore propose  to  discuss,  in  the  first  place,  the  alleged 
grievances  of  Napoleon,  as  they  arose  out  of  thein* 
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Rtmdioiit  of  the  Britii^  goTcniinent ;  yesekrring  a»  a 
seccmd  sulgect  of  discnsflioii,  the  farther  compliinte 
of  the  aggravated  mode  in  which  these  inirtsraetiona 
are  aUeged  to  have  been  executed  by  the  Governor 
of  St  Helena.  On  the  latter  subject  our  infonna- 
tion  is  less  p^ect,  from  the  distuice  of  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  from  Europe  preduding  personal  inquiry,  and 
the  impossibility  o£  producing  impa^tial:eviddaoe  im 
the  subject  of  a  long  train  of  minute  and  petty  ind- 
dents,  eadi  of  which  necessarily  demmids  investiga- 
tion, and  is  the  subject  of  inculpation  and  ddence^ 
We  have,  however,  the  means  of  saybg  somediing 
upon  this  subject,  also. 

We  have  already  discussed  the  circumstances  of 
NapoleonV  surrender  to  the  British,  without  reserve, 
qualification,  or  condition  of  any  kind ;  and  we  have 
seaa,  that  if  he  sustained  any  disiqppwitm^t  in 
being  detained  a  prisoner,  instead  of  bdng  coitm'^ 
dered  as  a  guest,  or  fr^  inmate  of  Britain,  it  arose 
from  the  failure  of  hopes  which  he  had  adopted 
on  his  own  calculation,  without  the  lightest  encou- 
iragement  from  Captain  Maitland.  We  doubt  grei^ 
ly,  ii^eed,  if  his  most  sMsguine  expectalions  ever 
seriously  anticipated  a  reception  very  different  fir6m 
what  he  experienced;  at  least  he  testified  little  mr 
no  surprise  when  informed  of  his  destiny.  But, 
at  any  rate,  he  was  a  prboner  of  war,  having  ac« 
c|uired  by  his  surrender  no  right  save  to  claim  safe- 
ty of  life  and  limb.     If  the  English  nation  had  in- 
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Y&glLeA  Napokon  into  s  capitulalioii,  under  omdi^ 
tiont  which  they  had  subsequently  broken,  he  would 
haye  been  in  the  condition  of  Toussamt,  whom,  no* 
rertheless,  he  immured  in  a  dungeon.  Or,  if  he  had 
been  invited  to  viat  the  Prince  B^ent  of  England  ' 
in  the  character  of  an  ally,  had  been  at  first  recet* 
Ted  wi^  courteous. hosjHtaltty,  and  then  committed 
to  confinemmit  as  a  prisoner,  his  case  would  have  tup* 
proached  that  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  trepan- 
ned to  Bayonne.     But  we  should  be  ashamed  ta 
vindicate  our  country  by  quotbg  the  evil  example 
of  our  enemy.     Truth  and  falsehood  remain  immu« 
taUe  and  irreconcilaUe ;   and  the  worst  criminal 
ought  not  to  be  proceeded  against  accordii^  to  his 
own  example,  but  according  to  the  general  rules  of 
justice.  Neverthdess,  it  greatly  diminishes  our  inte* 
rest  in  a  complaint,  if  he  who  prefers  it  has  himsdf 
been  in  the  habit  of  metbg  to  others  with  the  same 
unfair  weight  and  measure,  which  he  comj^aina  of 
when  used  towards  himself. 
-  Napol^n,  therefore,  being  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
to  be  disposed  of  as  such,  (a  point  which  admits  of 
no  dispute,)  we  have,  we  conceive,  further  proved^ 
Uiat  his  residepce  within  the  territories  of  Great  Bri» 
tain  was  what  could  hardly  take  place  consistently 
with  the  safety  of  Europe.     To  have  delivered  him 
up  to  any  of  the  other  allied  powers,  whose  govern* 
ment  was  of  a  character  similar  to  his  own,  would 
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oertMnly  have  been  hi^ily  olgectioiudUe ;  lince  in 
doing  80  Britain  would  hare  so  far  broke  fiuth  with 
him,  as  to  part  with  the  power  of  protecting  his  per- 
sonal safety,  to  which  extent  the  country  to  whi^ 
fiesurrenderedhimselfstoodundmiididy  pledged.  It 
only  remained  to  keep  this  important  prisoner  in  sndi 
a'  state  of  restraint,  as  to  insure  his  m^  baring  the 
means  of  making  a  second  escape,  and  i^ain  inrol^ 
ving  France  and  Europe  in  a  bloody  and  doubtftil 
war.  St  Helena  was  sdected  as  the  place  of  his  de- 
tention, and,  we  think,  with  much  {m>priety ;  since 
the  nature  of  that  sequestered  island  aff<»ded  the 
mesms  finr  the  greatest  certainty  of  security,  with  the 
least  restrictmn  on  the  personal  liberty  of  the  distin- 
guished prisoner.  Waves  and  rodLS  around  its  shores 
aflforded  the  security  of  walls,  ditches,  bars,  and  bolts, 
in  a  dtadd ;  and  his  hours  6f  exercise  nnght  be 
saftly  extended  over  a  space  of  m^ny  miles,  instead 
of  being  restrained  within  the  narrow  and  guarded 
limits  of  a  fortress. 

The  right  of  imprisoning  Napoleon  .being  conce- 
ded^  or  at  least  prpved,  and  the  selection  of  St  He- 
lena^ as  his  place  (^residence,  being  vindicated,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  avowing  Ae  {srinciple,  that 
everything  posrible  ought  to  have  been  done  to  alle- 
viate the  painful  feeUngs,  to  which,  in  every  point  of 
view,  a  person  so  distinguished  as  Napoleon  must 
have  been  subjected,  by  so  heavy  a  chtuige  of  for- 
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tune.   We  would  not,  at  that  momeiiLt,  have  rcBsem- 
b^red  the  lives  lost,  fiNrtunes  destroyed,  and  hopes 
blighted,  of  so  many  hundreds  of  oar  countrymen, 
civilians  travelling  in  Franee,  mi  detained  thcne 
against  every  rule  of  dviliiad  war ;  nor  have  thought 
ourselves  entitled  to  avenge  upon  Napoleon,  in  his 
misfortunes,  the  cruel  inflictbns,  whidi  his  policy,  if 
not  his  indination,  prompted  him  to  awaid  against 
.  others.    We  would  not  have  made  his  dungedn  ao 
wretdbed,  as  that  of  the  unhappy  Negro  chief, 
starved  to  death  amidst  the  Alpine  snows.     We 
would  not  have  surrounded  him,  while  a  prisoner, 
with  sjoes,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Elgin ;  or, 
as  in  that  of  Prince  Fa^dinand,  have  spread  a  triqp 
fat  him  by  means  of  an  emissary  like  the  false  Ba- 
ron EoUi,  who,  in  proffetti^  to  assist  hb  escape, 
should  have  had  it  for  an  olgect  to  obtain  a  pretenoe 
for  treating  him  more  harshly.     These  things  we 
would  not  then  have  remembered;  or,  if  we  could  not 
banish  them  firmn  our  recollection,  in  considermg  how 
far  firaud  and  ignoble  violence  can  debase  gemus, 
and  render  power  odious,  we  would  have  remembered 
them  as  examples,  not  to  be  followed,  but  shunned. 
To  prevent  the  prisoner  from  resuming  a  power  which 
he  had  used  so  fatally,  we  would  have  regarded  as 
a  duty  not  to  Britain  alone,  but  to  Europe  and  to 
the  world.    To  accompany  his  detention  with  every 
alleviation  which  attention  to  his  safe  custody  would 
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permit,  wm  a  debt  due,  if  not  to  his  personal  deserts, 
at  least  to  our  own  nobleness.  With  such  feelings 
upon  the  subject  in  general,  we  proceed  to  consider 
the  most  prominent  subjects  of  complaint,  which 
Bu(maparte  and  his  adrocates  have  brought  against 
the  administration  of  Great  Britain,  for  their  treat* 
inent  of  the  distinguished  exile. 

The  first  loud  subject  of  complaint  has  been  al- 
ready touched  upon,  that  the  Imperial  title  was  not 
given  to  Napoleon,  and  that  he  was  only  addressed 
and  treated  with  the  respect  due  to  a  general  officer 
of  the  highest  rank.  On  diis  subject  Napoleon  was 
particularly  tenacious.  He  was  not  of  the  number  of 
those  persons  mentioned  by  the  Latin  poet,  who,  in 
poverty  and  exile,  suited  their  titles  and  their  lan- 
guage to  their  condition.*  On  the  contrary,  he  con- 
tended with  great  obstinacy,  from  the  time  he  came 
to  Portsmouth,  on  his  right  to  be  treated  as  a  Crown- 
ed Head ;  nor  was  there,  as  we  have  noticed,  a 
more  fertile  source  of  discord  betwixt  him  and  the 
gentlemen  of  his  suite  on  one  side,  and  the  Gover- 


'  £t  tragicus  plerumque  dolet  eenxioiie  pedestri. 
Tdephus  et  Peleus,  cum  pauper  et  exul  uterque, 
Projidt  ampuUos  et  sesquipedalia  verba. 

Hoiu  Ar$  Poctica, 

Princes  will  sometimes  mourn  tbeir  lot  in  prose* 

Peleus  and  Telephus,  broke  down  by  woes, 

In  indigence  and  exile  forced  to  roam. 

Leave  sounding  phrase,  and  long-tailM  words,  at  home. 
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nor  of  St  Hdena  on  the  oUier,  than  the  pertfasiciint* 
dtim,  on  Napdeon'^s  part,  for  honouiPB  and  fiirmt  of 
address,  which  the  orders  of  the  British  ministry  had 
prohibited  the  GoY^rnor  firom  grantiag,  and  which, 
therefore,  Napoleon's  knowledge  ci  a  soldier's  duty 
should  have  prevented  his  ezactbg.  But,  indqprad- 
ently  of  the  Governor's  instructions,  Buonaparte's 
claim  to  the  peculiar  distinction  of  a  soyereign  prince 
was  liable  to  question,  both  in  respect  of  the  ptf^  by 
whom  it  was  insisted  <m,  and  in  relation  to  the  go« 
vernment  firom  whom  it  was  claimed. 
.  Napoleon,  it  cannot  be  denied,  had  been  not  only 
an  Emperor,  but  perhi^s  the  most  powerful  that  has 
ever  existed;  and  he  had  been  acknowledged  as 
such  by  all  the  contmental  sovereigns.  But  he  had 
been  compelled,  in  1814,  to  lay  aside  and  abdicate 
the  empire  of  France,  and  to  receive  in  exchange 
the  title  of  Emperor  of  Elba.  His  breach  of  the 
treaty  of  Paris  was  in  essence  a  renunciation  of  the» 
^  empire  of  Elba ;  and  the  reassumption  g£  that  of 
France  was  so  far  from  being  admitted  by  the  alUes, 
tiiat  he  was  declared  an  outlaw  by  the  Congress  at 
Vienna.  Indeed,  if  this  second  occupation  of  the 
French  throne  were  even  to  be  admitted  as  in  any  re- 
spect re-establishing  hisforfeiteddaim  to  the  Imperial 
:  \  dUgpty,  it  must  be  remembered  that  he  himself  a  se- 
-V  cond  timeabdicated,  and  formidly  renounced  a  second 
time  the  dignity  he  had  in  an  unhappy  hour  reassu*^ 
med^  But  if  Napideon  had  no  just  pretension  to  the 
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Imperial  title  or  honours  after  hi&  second  sibdicalioii,' 
ew&k  from  those  who  had  before  acknowledged  hin  ais 
Eoaperor  of  France,  still  less  had  he  any  right  to  a  title* 
which  he  had  laid  down,  from  a  nation  who  had  neTar 
aoqiuiesced  in  his  taking  it  np.  At  no  time  had  Gieat 
Britain  recognised  him  as  Emperor  ^  France ;  and 
Lmrd  Castlereagh  had  expressly  declined  to  accede  to  • 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  by  which  he  was  acknowledged  as 
Emperor  of  Elba.  Napol^m,  indeed,  founded,  or 
attempted  to  found,  an  argument  upon  the  treaty  of 
Amiens  having  been  coiududed  with  him,  when  he 
held  the  cqiacity  of  First  Consul  of  France.  But 
he  bad  himsdf  destroyki  the  Consular  govern*, 
ment,  of  which  he  then  constkuted  the  head;  and 
his  having  been  once  First  Consul  gave  him  na  more 
Utle  to  the  dignity  of  Emperor,  than  the  Director, 
diip.of  Barras  invested  him  widi  the  same  title.  On 
no  occasion  whatsoever,  whether  directly  or  by  imjdi- 
Qitbn,  ^id  Great  Britain  recognised  the  title  of  her 
prisoner  to  be  considered  as  a  sovereign  prince;  and 
it  was  surely  too  late  to  expect  acquiescence  in  daims 
in  his  present  situation,  which  had  not  been  allowed 
when  he  was  actually  mastear  of  half  the  world. 

But  it  may  be  urged  that,  admitting  that  Napo* 
h(m\  claim  to  be  treated  with  royal  ceremonial  waa 
in  itsdf  groundless,  yet  since  he  had  actually  evijoyed 
the  throne  for  so  many  years,  the  British  miiiistcrs^ 
ought  to  have  allowed  to  hina  that  rank  which  he 
had  certainly  possessed  defactOy  though  not  dejure. 
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The  trifling  poials  of  rank  and  oeiemoiiial  ougiu,  i# 
jnay  be  tho^^l,  aoeording  to  the  prineipkB  wUcb 
we  hare  endeaTouied  to  expsessy  to  have  been  am* 
ceded  to  edipeed  wpwmgaty  and  downfiiUen  gitat* 


To  this  it  may  be  roj^ed,  that  if  the  conoessioa 
recommended  could  havehad  nofitrther  coBBeqaeneet 
than  to  mil^p^  the  repinings  of  N«poleon-«*tf  he 
could  have  found  com&it  in  the  emp^  sound  of 
titles,  or  if  the  observance  of  formal  etiquette  eouM 
have  reconciled  his  feelings  to  his  melancholy  and 
dethroned  condition,  without  altering  the  relattvo 
state  of  the  question  in  other  respects— -sueh  concesii 
tion  ought  not  to  have  beoi  refused  to  him. 

But  the  real  cause  of  his  desiring  to  have,  and  of 
the  British  government's  persisting  in  refusing  te 
him^  the  name  and  honours  of  «  sovereign,  lay  a 
great  cbal  deeper.  It  is  true,  that  it  was  a  foible 
ei  Buonaparte,  incident,  perhaps,  to  his  situation  as 
a  Parvenu  amoi^^  the  Crowned  Heads  of  Europe^ 
to  be  at  all  times  peculiarly  and  anzbusly  solidteus 
that  the  most  strict  etiquette  and  form  should  be 
observed  about  his  person  and  court.  But  grantii^ 
that  his  vanity,  as  well  Us  his  policy,  was  concern- 
ed in  insistmg  upon  such  rigid  ceremonial  as  is  fre- 
quently dispensed  with  by  sovereigns  of  ancient  de* 
scent,  and  whose  tide  is  unquestionable,  it  will  not 
fellow  that  a  person  of  his  sense  and  capacity  coul^ 
have  been  gratified,  even  if  indulged  in  all  the  marks 
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of  external  influeiioe  paid  to  the  Great  Mogul,  on 
conditum  that,  like  the  later  desoeodaiita  of  Tiniar^ 
he  was  still  to  remain  a  close  prisons.  His  purpose 
in  tenacioialy  claiming  the  name  of  a  sovereign,  was 
to  establish  his  claim  to  the  immunities  belonging 
to  that  title.  He  had  already  ^ipenenced  at  Elba 
the  use  to  be  derived  from  erecting  a  barrier  of 
etiquette  betwixt  his  person  and  any  inconveni^t 
visitmr.  Once  acknowledged  as  Emperor,  it  follow-  ' 
ed,  of  coarse,  that  he  was  to  be  treated  as  such  in 
every  particular;  aikl  thus  it  would  have  beccmie 
impossible  to  enforce  such  regulations  as  were  ab- 
aoliUely  demanded  for  his  safe  custody.  Such  a 
staiusy  once  granted,  would  have  fumbhed  Napo^ 
leon  with  a  general  argument  against  every  {nrecau- 
tion  which  might  be  taken  to  prevent  his  escape. 
Who  ever  heard  of  an  Emptor  restrictedin  his  pron 
menades,  or  subjected,  in  certain. cases,  to  the  sur-* 
veillance  of  an  officer,  and  the  restraint  of  sentinels  ? 
Or  how  could  these  precautions  against  escape  have 
been  taken,  without  irreverence  to  the  person  of  a 
Crowned  Head,  which,  in  the  drcumstances  of  Na* 
polecm  Buonaparte,  w^re .  indispensaUy  necessary  ? 
Those  readers,  therefore,  who  may  be  of  opinion  that 
it  was  necessary  that  Napoleon  should  be  restrained 
of  his  liberty,  must  also  allow  that  the  British  go<> 
vemment  would  have  acted  imprudently  if  they  had 
gratuitously  invested  him  widi  a  character  which 
they  had  hitherto  refused  him»  and  that  at  the  very 
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moment  wb«[i  their  doing  so  was  to  add  to  the  diflU 
culties  att^iding  his  safe  custody. 

The  question,  however,  does  not  terminate  even 
here ;  for  not  only  was  Great  Britain  at  foil  liberty 
to  refuse  to  Buonapaite  a  tide  whidi  she  had  neter 
recognised  as  his  due — ^not  only  would  her  granting 
it  have  been  attended  with  great  practical  inconve- 
nience, but  farther,  she  could  not  have  complied  widi 
Mb  wishes,  without  affording  the  most  smous  cause 
of  complunt  to  her  ally  the  King  of  France.  If  Nar 
poleon  was  called  Emperor,  his  title  could  apply  to 
France al(me;  andifhewasacknowledgedasEmperbr 
of  France,  of  what  country  was  Louis  XVIII.  King? 
Many  wars  have  arisen  from  no  other  cause  than  that 
the  government  of  one  country  has  given  the  title  and 
ceremonial  due  to  a  sovereign,  to  a  person  pretend- 
ing to  the  throne  of  the  other,  and  it  is  a  ground  of 
quarrel  recognised  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  true, 
drcumstances  might  have  prevented  Louis  from  re- 
s^ting  the  supposed  recognitioh  of  a  royal  character 
in  his  rival,  as  severely  as  Britain  did  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  exiled  Stuarts  by  Louis  XIV.,  yet 
it  must  have  been  the  subject  of  serious  complaint ; 
the  radier  that  a  conduct  tending  to  indicate  Eag- 
land'^s  acquiescence  in  the  Imperial  title  claimed  by 
Napoleon,  could  not  but  keep  alive  dangerous  recol- 
lections, and  encourage  a  dangerous  faction  in  the 
bosom  of  France. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  all  we  have  said,  we  feel 
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tliete  was  to  awkwardness  in  approaching  the  indiw 
vidoai  who  had  been  so  pre-eminently  powerful,  with 
the  familiarity  applicable  to  one  who  had  never  stood 
mete  high  abore  others  than  he  would  haye  done 
metdj  as  General  Buonaparte.  A  compromise  was 
accordingly  offered  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  in  propo* 
ang  tomake  use  of  the  word  Niqx>leon,  as  amore  dig- 
nified style  of  addressing  his  prisoner.  But  an  easy 
and  respectable  altematiTe  was  in  the  prisoner^s^own 
power.  Napoleon  had  but  to  imitate  other  Sovereigns^ 
who,  either  when  upon  foragn  travel,  or  when  other 
circumstances  reqube  it,  usually  adopt  a  conventional 
appdiative,  which,  while  their  doing  so  waves  no  part 
of  their  own  daim  of  right  to  royal  honours,  is  equally 
far  firom  a  concession  of  that  right  on  the  part  of  those 
who  may  have  occasion  to  transact  with  them.  Louis 
XVIII.  was  not  the  less  the  legitimate  King  of 
France,  that  he  was  for  many  years,  and  in  various 
oouotries,  only  known  by  the  name  of  the  Comte  de 
Lille.  The  conveniency  of  the  idea  had  struck  Na- 
poleon himself;  for  at  one  time,  when  talking  of  the 
conditions  of  his  residence  in  England,  he  said  he 
would  have  no  olgecticm  to  assume  the  name  of  Meu- 
n>n,  ttA  aide-de-camp  who  had  died  by  his  side  at  the 
battle  of  Areola.  But  it  seems  that  Napoleon,  more 
tenacious  of  form  than  a  prince  who  had  been^ra* 
died  in  it,  considered  this  vailing  of  his  dignity  as 
too  great  a  concession  on  his  part  to  be  granted  to 
the  Governor  of  St  Helena.    Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  at 
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Me  timo,  destraiis  to  coiBpromuie  this  siUjr  wabj/eci 
of  diqpute,  would  have  been  contested  to  rendar 
Napdeon  the  title  of  Excellency,  as  due  to  a  FiekU 
M«eschaly  but  neither  did  this  meet  with  accepts* 
ties.  Napoleon  was  determined  either  to  be  acknew- 
lodged  l^  theGt)Temor  as  Empexor,  or  to  retain  his 
grievance  in  its  full  extent.   No  modifications  couU 
be  devised  by  which  it  could  be  r^dered  palatable. 
Whether  this  pertinadty  in  claiming  a  title  whidi 
WM  rendered  ridiculous  by  his  situation,  was  the  re- 
sult of  some  fiselings  which  led  him  to  doubt  his  ewn 
title  to  greatoess,  when  his  ears  weie  no  kmger  flat- 
tered by  the  language  of  humility ;  or  whether  the 
pcKtical  CKNuidexations  just  alluded  to,  rendered  him 
obsynate  to  refuse  all  efnthets,  except  one  whi^ 
ttight  found  him  in  claims  to  those  indemnities  and 
privileges  with  which  so  high  a  title  is  intimate,  and 
from  which  it  may  be  smd  to  be  inseparaUe,  it  is  im- 
possible  for  us  to  say ;  vanity  and  policy  mi^t  com- 
tnne  m  recommendbg  to  him  perseverance  m  lus 
daim.     But  the  strife  should  certainly,  for  his  own 
sake,  have  been  abandoned,  when  the  point  remained 
at  issue  between  the  Governor  and  YAm  only,  since 
ev»  if  the  former  had  wished  to  comply  with  the  pri- 
soner's desires,  his  instructions  forbade  him  to  do  so. 
To  continue  an  unavailing  struggle,  was  only  to  in- 
vite the  mortification  of  defeat  and  repulse.    Yet 
Ni^leon  and  his  followers  retained  so  much  seii- 
sibility  on  this  subject,  that  though  they  must  have 
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been  aware  that  Sir  Hudeon  Lowe  only  used  thela»» 
guage  prescnbcd  by  Jhis  goTemment,  and  indeed 
dared  use  no  other,  this  unfortunate  phrase.of  Gau- 
rai  Buonaparte  occurring  so  often, in  thdr  corre- 
spondence^  seemed  to  render  every  attempt  at  ccmci- 
liation  a  species  of  derogation  and  insult,  and,  made 
snch  jO¥ertore9  resemble  a  coarse  cloth  tied  over  a  raw 
wound,  which  it  firets  and  injures  more  than  it  pro- 
tects. 

Whatever  might  be.the  merits  of  the  case,  as  be^ 
tween  Napoleon  and  the  British  ministry,  it  was  dear 
that  Sir  George  Cockbum  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  were 
ld%  by  their  instructions  no  option  in  the  matter  at 
issue.  These  instnictions  bore  that  Napoleon,  thmr 
prisoner,  was  to  receive,  the  style,  and  treatment  due 
to  General  Buonaparte,  a  prboner  of  war;  and  it  waa 
at  their  peril  if  they  gave  him  a  higher  tide,  or  a  dif- 
if^ni  style  of  attention  from  what  that  title  implied. 
No  one  could  know  better  than  Napoleon  how  strict- 
ly a  soldier  is  bound  by  his  consigne;  and  to  upbraid 
§ijr  Hudson. Lowe  as  ungenerous,  unmanly,  and  so 
forth,  because  he  did  not  disobey  the  instructions  of 
hJ9  government,  was  as  unreas(mable  m  to  hope  that 
his  remonstrances  could  have  any  effect  save  those. of 
irritation  and  annoyance.  He  ought  to  have  been 
aware  that  persistbg  to  resent,  in  rough  and  insult- 
ing terms,  the  deprivation  of  his  title  on  the  part  of 
an  officer  who  was  prohibited  from  using  it,  might 
indeed  fret  and  provoke  one  with  whom  it  would  have 
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he&Oi  best  to  keep  upon  cinl  tenns,  but  could  not 
bring  bim  one  inch  nearer  to  the  point  which  he  Ml 
anzioudy  desired  to  attain. 

In  fact,  this  trivial  but  unhqipy  subject  of  dispute 
was  of  a  character  so  subtle,  that  it  pene^mted  into 
die  whde  correspondence  between  the  Emperor  imd 
the  Grovetnor,  and  tended  to  mix  with  gall  and  vi* 
tiegKt'$Sk  attempts  made  by  the  latter  to  cuhimte 
something  like  civil  intercourse.  This  unlucky  bar- 
tier  of  etiquette  started  up  and  pdsoned  the  whole 
effect  <^  Miy  intended  politeness.  While  Sir  George 
Codcbum  remained  on  the  island,  for  example,  he 
gave  more  than  one  ball,  to  which  General  Btumch' 
parte  and  his  suite  were  r^larly  invited.  In  simi- 
lar ckeomstances^  Henry  IV.  or  Charles  II.  would 
have  attended  the  ball,  and  to  a  certainty  wcmldr 
have  Voiced  with  4he  prettiest  young  woman  present,^ 
without  dreaming  that,  by  so  doing,  they  derogated 
firom  pretensioiis  derived  from  a  long  line  of  royal  an^ 
cestors.  BuonapiHrte  and  Las  Cases,  on  the  contrary, 
feodk  (^Seiice  at  the  familiarity,  and  wrote  it  down  as  a 
wilMand  flagrant  afiront  on  the  part  of  the  Adihtrsd.* 
These  were  not  the  feelings  of  a  man  of  consdous 
dignity  of  mind,  but  of  an  upstart,  who  conceives  the 
honour  of  preferment  not  to  consist  in  havii^en^ 
joyed,  or  in  still  possessing,  a  high  situation,  gain« 
ed  by  supMority  <^  talent,  so  much  as  in  wearing 
the  robes,  or  listening  to  the  sounding  titles,  which 
«re  attadied  to  it. 
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^*  A  sUlgeci^  upon  rnhiHk  we  are  oalUdvpoa  to  ex- 
press much  more  sympathy  wkk  the  ooDdmon  of 
Napoleon,  than  moves  us  iqpon  the  coaBideratkiii  of 
bis  abm^ted  title,  is,  the  screen  which  was  dvawn 
betwixt  him,  and,  it  may  be  said,  the  liTing  world, 
through  which  he  was  not  permitted  to  penetrate,  by 
letter,  even  to  his  dearest  fiiends  and  rdattves,  u»« 
less  siKh  had  been  previously  commnnicated  to,  and 
read  by^  the  Governor  of  the  idand. 

It  is  no  doubt  true,  that  this  is  an  inoonvenieBife 
to  which  prisoners  of  war  are,  in  aU  cases,  subjected  ; 
nor  do  we  know  any  country  in  which  their  paide 
ishdd  so  sacred  as  to  induce  the  government  to  dia* 
pense  with  the  right  of  inspecting  their  lettenu  Yet 
the  high  place  so  lately  occupied  l^  the  fidkii  mo* 
aarch  might,  we  think,  have  cbdmed  fivr  hini  son^ 
dispensalmi  from  a  restriction  so  humiliating.  If  a 
third  person,  oold-Uooded  at  best,  perhaps  mdined 
to  hold  up  to  scorn  the  expressions  of  our  grief  or  our 
affectbn,  is  p^emitted  to  have  the  review  of  the  efiu* 
tions  of  our  heart  towards  a  wife,  a  sister,  a  brother, 
or  a  bosom-friend,  the  correspondence  loses  half  its 
value;  and,  forced  as  we  are  to  keep  it  wkhin  the 
bounds  of  the  most  discreet  caution,  it  becomes  ta 
us  rather  a  new  source  of  mcnrtification,  than  the 
opening  of  a  communion  with  those  absent  persons, 
whose  friendship  and  attachment  we  hold  to  be  the 
dearest  possession  of  our  lives.  We  tlic  radier 
think  that  some  exercise  of  this  privilege  might  have 
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kan  kft  to  Nqptieo^  wklnQt  aajr  ridk  of  embngeE. 
ingtb&atfecintkljrof  liirpcnMi;  beannewe«re 
F«(^vdlooiiniiocdthat  allcflbctsstricdr  tocnfiMve 
tUa  stguklaon  did,  and  iini8tlHnreiiMTed,niflf&«tit8l, 
•ad  that  in  aniie  ataat  hy  metas  ot  noa^,  od  at 
athor  tioMi  fagr  the  aere  influenoe  of  coufMsriooy 
hft  «ad  U*  ftUawemnmld  ahrayi  aoquire  the  Mans 
of  tWMmhiing  prmtelettos  flrom  the  idand  iritb- 
(>««rqgaidtotheiestrielion.    Whattwer,  thewfowv 
•M  to  be  appr^oided  of  danger  in  this  speekti^ 
Wiaetma^  by  letter,  waa  mudh  mere  likely  to  oc- 
wat  w  a  dandeatiae  ooirespondence,  Am  in  one 
wnied  on  even  by  sealed  letters,  openly  and  by 
peewMdoaofthegareminent.    We  cannot  help  er- 
ptearing  oar  opinion,  that,  considering  the  acenriite 
atteaiion  of  the  pofice,  vUch  would  natundly  hare 
tamed  in  foreigii  countries  towards  letters  fiom 
St  Helena,  there  was  fittle  danger  of  the  pubKtf 
port  being  made  use  of  for  any  dangeront  macM- 
»«tM>w*    Siqupoong,  tberrfove,  that  the  ExUe  had 
be««  permitted  to  use  it,  it  Wuld  hare  been  too 
dangerous  to  have  risked  any  proposal  for  his 
wcape  dnwqjh  that  medium.    A  secret  correspond- 
«Bce  must  haire  been  resorted  to  for  that  purpose, 
*nd  that  lader  drcumstances  which  would  have  put 
«we«y  weU-meaning  person,  at  least,  upon  his  guard 
^gtUMt  being  aiding  in  it;  sbce,  if  the  ordmaiy 
cbaaneU  of  commnnicBtion  were  open  to  the  prison. 

T0l/„  IX.  •  X 
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er,  there  could  hsve  been  no  justifiaUe  leaaon  finr 
his  resorting  to  private  means  of  forwarding  letters 
from  the  island.  At  the  same  time,,  while  such  is 
our  oj^mon,  it  is  founded  upon  reasoning  totally  ub« 
omnected  with  the  claim  of  right  urged  by  Napo* 
leon  ;  as  his  situation,  considering  him  as  a  prisoner 
«f  war,  and  a  most  important  one,  unquesdonably 
enttded  the  govemm^t  ci  Britain  to  lay  him  un« 
der  all  die  restrictions  incident  to  persons  in  tbM 
situation^ 

Another  espedal  subject  of  oomplunt  pleaded 
upon  by  Napolecm  and  his  adrocates,  arose  fironj  a 
reguladon,  which,  we  apprehend,  was  so  essential  to 
his  safe  custody,  that  we  are  rather  surprised  to  find 
it  was  dispensed  with  upon  any  occasion,  or  to  any 
extent ;  as,  if  fiilly  and  regularly  complied  with,  it 
would  have  afforded  the  means  of  relaxing  a  con* 
siderable  proportion  of  other  restrictions  of  a  ha- 
rassing and  irritatbg  character,  liable  to  be  chan-> 
ged  from  time  to  time,  and  to  be  removed  and  re- 
placed in  scMue  cases,  without  any  very  adequate  or 
intelligible  motive.  The  regulation  which  we  allude 
to  is  that  which  required  that  Buonaparte  should  be 
visible  twice,  or  at  least  once,  in  the  day,  to  the 
British  orderly  officer.  If  this  rq^tion  had  been 
submitted  to  with  equanimity  by  the  £x-£mper(Hr, 
it  would  have  given  the  strongest  possiUe  guarantee 
against  the  possilnlity  of  his  attempting  an  escape. 
From  the  hour  at  which  he  had  been  seen  by  the 
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i>flicer,  tdfitil  that  at  which  he  should  again  become 
Timble^  no  yessel  would  have  been  permitted  to  leave 
the  island ;  and  supposing  that  he  was  missed  by  the 
officer  at  the  regular  hour,  the  alarm  would  hare  been 
general,  and,  whether  concealed  in  the  town,  or  on 
board  any  of  the  yessels  in  the  roadstead,  he  must 
necessarily  hare  been  discoTcred.  Indeed,  the  risk 
was  too  great  to  induce  him  to  have  tried  to  effort  so 
dangerous.  It  might  easily  have  been  arranged/ that 
the  orderly  oiBcer  should  have  the  opportunity  to 
execute  his  duty  with  every  possible  respect  to  Napo- 
leon'^s  privacy  and  convenience,  and  the  latter  might 
himself  have  chosen  the  time  and  manner  of  exfal- 
l»tmg  himself  for  an  instant  In  this  case,  and  con* 
sidering  how  many  other  precautions  were  taken  to 
jmvent  escape — that  every  accessible  path  to  the 
beach  was  closely  guarded— and  that  the  island  was 
very  much  in  the  situation  of  a  dtadel,  of  which  sol*  . 
£ers  are  the  principal  inhabitants — the  chance  of 
Napoleon'^s  attempting  to  fly,  even  if  permitted  the 
unlimited  range  of  St  Helena,  was  highly  improbaUe» 
and  the  chance  of  his  effecting  his  purpose  next  to  an 
impossibility.  But  this  security  depended  upon  hia 
submitting  to  see  a  British  officer  at  a  fixed  hour ; 
and,  resolute  in  his  plan  of  yielding  nothing  to  cir* 
ctimstances.  Napoleon  resisted,  in  every  possible 
mannet,  the  necessity  of  cotnplying  with  this  very 
important  regulation.   Indeed  Sir  Hudson  Lowe^  oq 
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his  pwtty  was  oh  many  occasioiis  ^contented  to  wink 
at  its  being  altogether  neglected,  when  the  orderly 
officer  could  not  find  the  means  of  seeing  Napoleon 
by  stealth  while  engaged  in  a  walk,  or  in  a  ride,  or 
as  it  sometimes  happened,  through  the  casement 
This  was  not  the  maj  in  which  this  important  rego* 
ktion  ought  to  hare  been  acted  upcm  and  enforced, 
and  the  Governor  did  not  reap  a  great  harvest  of 
gratitude  from  his  conduct  in  dispensing  with  this 
act  of  superintendence  upon  his  own  responsibility* 

We  have  seen  that  a  circuit  of  twelve  miles  and 
upwards  was  l^d  off  for  Buonaparte's  private  ezer« 
cise.  No  strangers  entered  these  precincts  without 
a  pass  from  Bertrand,  and  the  Emperor  had  uninter* 
rapted  freedom  to  walk  or  ride  within  them,  unac- 
companied by  any  one  save  those  in  his  own  frtmily. 
Beyond  these  privileged  bounds,  he  was  not  permit* 
ted  to  move,  without  the  attendance  of  a  British 
officer ;  but  under  the  escort  of  such  a  person  he  was 
at  liberty  to  visit  every  part  of  the  island.  To  this 
arrangement  Napoleon  was  more  averse,  if  possible, 
than  to  that  which  appointed  that  a  British  officer 
should  see  him  once  a-day. 

Other  subjects  of  complaint  there  were ;  but  as 
they  chiefly  arose  out  of  private  discussions  ^vrith  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe— out  of  by-laws  enacted  by  that  offi-^ 
oer— and  restrictions  of  a  more  petty  description,  we 
Mmit  ourselves  for  the  present  to  those  of  a  general 
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character,  whidi,  however  incoiiYeiiieiit  and  dirtreifr* 
ing,  were,  it  is  to  be  observed,  such  as  natoraUy' 
attached  to  the  c(mdition  of  a  prisoner ;  and  which^ 
like  the  fetters  of  a  person  actually  in  chains,  xte 
less  annoying  when  submitted  to  with  fortitude  and 
equanimity,  than  when  the  captive  struggles  in 
vain  to  wrench  himself  out  of  their  gripe.  We  are 
far,  nevertheless,  from  saying,  that  the  weight  of 
the  fetters  in  the  one  case,  and  the  hardship  of 
the  personal  restrictions  in  the  other,  are  in  thenii* 
selves  evils  which  can  be  easily  endured  by  those 
who  sustain  them.  We  feel  especially  how  painful 
the  loss  of  liberty  must  have  been  to  one  who  had 
not  only  enjoyed  the  freedom  of  his  own  actions, 
but  the  uncontrolled  right  of  directing  those  of 
others.  Impatience,  however,  in  this,  as  in  other  in- 
stances, has  only  the  prerogative  of  injuring  its  mas* 
tec  In  the  many  hours  of  meditation  whidi  were  ai-^ 
forded  to  Buonaparte  by  his  residence  in  St  Helena, 
we  can  never  perceive  any  traces  of  the  reflection^ 
that  be  owed  his  present  unhappy  situation  less  to 
the  immediate  influence  of  those  who  were  agents  in 
his  defeat  and  imprisonment,  than  to  that  course  of 
i^bition,  which,  sparing  neither  the  liberties  of 
Fiance,  nor  the  independence  of  Europe,  had  at 
length  rendered  his  personal freedominconsistentwith 
the  rights  of  the  world  in  general.  He  felt  the  dis- 
tresses of  his  situation,  but  he  did  not,  or  could  not, 
reason  on  their  origin.    It  is  impossible  to  reflect 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


160-  '  hlFE  OP 

upon  him  without  the  idea  being  excited  of  a  noble 
lion  imprisoned  within  a  nanow  and  gloomy  den, 
and  yentbg  the  wrath  which  once  made  the  forest 
tmnUe,  upon  the  petty  bolts  and  bars,  which,  insig^ 
nificant  as  they  are,  defy  his  lordly  strength,  and  de* 
tain  him  captive. 

The  situatbn  was  in  evary  respect  a  painM  one ; 
nor  is  it  possible  to  refuse  our  sympathy,  not  only,  to 
the  priscmer,  but  to  the  person  whose  painful  duty  it 
became  to  be  his  superintmident  His  duty  of  de* 
taining  Napoleon'^s  person  was  to  be  done  most 
strictly,  and  required  a  man  of  that  extraordinary 
firmness  of  mind,  who  should  never  yield  for  one  in- 
stant his  judgment  to  his  feelings,  and  should  be  able 
at  once  to  detect  and  reply  to  all  such  false  argu-^ 
ments,  as  might  be  used  to  deter  him  &om  the  down- ' 
right  and  manM  discharge  of  his  office.  But  then^ 
there  ought  to  have  been  combined  with  those  rare 
qualities  a  calmness  of  temper  almost  equally  rare, 
and  a  generosity  of  mind,  which,  confident  in  its  own 
honour  and  integrity,  could  look  with  serenity  and 
compassion  upon  the  daily  and  hourly  e&cts  ci  the 
maddening  causes,  which  tortured  into  a  state  of  con- 
stant and  unendurable  irritability  the  extraordinary 
being  subjected  to  their  influence.  Buonaparte,  in- 
deed, and  the  followers  who  reflected  .his  passions^ 
were  to  be  regarded  on  all  occasions  as  mai  acting  and 
speaking  under  the  feverish  and  delirious  influence  of 
things  long  past,  and  altogether  destitute  of  the  power 
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of  cod  or  desr  reasiniii^^  on  any  grounds  that  ex* 
dxmrely  referred  to  things  present  The  Emperor 
oould  not  forget  his  empire,  the  husband  oould  not 
fo^et  his  wife,  the  father  his  child,  the  hero  his  tri- 
umphs, the  legislator  his  power.  It  was  scarce  in 
nature,  that  a  brain  agitated  by  such  recoUectiom 
should  remain  composed  under  a  change  so  fearful, 
(HT.  be  able  to  reflect  calmly  on  whai  he  itow  was,  when 
agitated  by  the  extraordinary  contrast  of  his  present 
otuation  with  what  he  had  been.  To  have  soothed 
hfan  would  have  been  a  vain  attempt ;  but  the  ho- 
nour of  England  required  that  he  should  have  no 
causeof  irritation,  beyond  those  whidi  severely  enough 
attached  to  his  condition  as  a  captive. 
;  From  the  character  we  have  given  of  Sir  George 
Codbum,  it  may  be  supposed  that  he  was  attmtive, 
as  far  as  his  power  ext^ided,  and  his  duty  permit- 
ted, to  do  all  that  could  render  Napoleon^s  Mtui^on 
more  easy.  The  various  authors,  Br  O^Meara,  Las 
C»es,  Santini,  and  others,  who  have  written  with 
mudi  violence  concerning  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  am- 
duct,  have  m^ntbned  that  of  Sir  George  as  fair,  ho- 
BouraUe,  and  conciliatory.  No  doubt  there  were 
many  occasions,  as  the  actual  inconveniences  of  d» 
place  were  experienced,  and  as  the  rays  of  undefined 
hope  vanished  from  their  eyes,  when  Napoleon  and  his 
followers  became  unreasonably  captious  in  their  dis- 
cussions with  the  Admiral.  On  such  occadons  he  pur- 
sued with  professional  bluntness  the  stra^ht-forward 
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be  8ultai.a6  long  •»  they  wo«ld,  and  enlenng  into 
coBQlDttiiication^agaia  wUh  diem  whmiever  iikkef  ep« 
peexed  to  desire  it  It  was  piobeUy  Ihis  eqnaaimly, 
vhidbt  TOtwithitandiiig  yarbue  acknoidedgiiieiits  of 
Im  geed  and  h<moarabl»  coDduct  toward!  then^  seni* 
ad  10  have  drawn  upon  Sir  George  Cockfaum  the 
eoisure  of  Maneieiir  Las  Gases,  and  somedung  that 
waaneantasaspeciesof  maokfEoni  Napcdeon  hiiii^ 
ssl£  As  Sir  George  CocUmm  is  admowledged  on 
Ae  whole  to  have  discharged  his  duty  towards  then 
mkh  mildness  and  temper,  we  are  the  rathor  tsempted 
to  eatsr  into  thdr  grounds  of  ecnaplaint  against  himy 
because  they  tend  to  show  the  exasperated  and  nice* 
nrted  state  of  mind  with  whidi  these  unfortunate 
gnttlemen  regarded  those,  who,  in  thdur  present  offioey 
had  no  idteraadye  b«it  to  discharge  the  duty  wfaidi: 
Ihek  sovereign  and  country  had  imposed  upon  them. 

At  the  risk  <^  being  thought  trifling  with  our 
readers^  patience,  we  shall  recapitulate  the  grievances 
oomplained  of  by  Las  Cases,  who  frankly  admits, 
that  the  bad  humour,  arinng  out  of  his  situaticmy 
may  haye  in  some  degree  influenced  his  mind  in 
judgbgof  SirGe(»ge  Cockbum's  conduct,  andshaU 
suli|(»n  to  eadi  charge  the  answer  wbidi  seems  to 
correspond  to  it. 

let.  The  Admiral  is  accnsed  of  having  called  the 
fimpeitor  Napdeon,  Genensd  Butmapartei  and  to 
have  pronounced  the  words  with  an  ab  of  self-satis* 
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fiietioii,  wkkdi  dhowed  tim  the  expf«Mioii  gvttlfied 
hks.  It  it  refiiM,  that  ^  George  CoeUbum^e  in- 
Btnictkms  irere  to  address  Nspdecm  by  tlifttepitlieti 
and  die  eoiasieiit«ry  on  tl^  lo6ks  <Nr  ume  wMi  wliidi 
he  did  so,  IB  hypercritical—^  Napoleon  waaqMr* 
toed  in  Biinrs  ftr  two  aumdiB,  whfle  die  Admiial 
Idflttelf  redded  in  Pfamtatioii-Hoiise.  Antw^ed^that 
the  instroctions  of  goremmwt  were,  that  Napcrfeon 
riiould  r^nain  on  board  till  his  Acde  was  pr^iared^ 
but  finding  that  would  occupy  so  much  more  time 
Aan  was  expect^,  Sir  GhM»ge  CodJbuna,  im  his  owtt 
responiddKty,  placed  him  on  shore,  $mA  at  Briars,  as 
beii^  die  residence  which  he  himself  prefermL— 
8d,  The  Admiral  {daced  sentinds  under  Napoleen^s 
windows.  Belied,  it  is  the  usual  practice  lAen  pti- 
aerors  o£  importance  ne  to  be  seeored,  espedudly  if 
they  do  not  even  c/Set  didr  parole  diat  diey  wffl 
make  no  attempt  to  escape.--4di.  Sir  George  did  not 
permit  any  one  toTisit  Napoleon  without  his  pmnnis- 
sion.  Replied,  it  seoned  a  necessary  oonaeqnanoe  of 
his  rituation,  until  Sir  George  should  be  aUe  to  dis- 
tinguish those  visitors,  who  m^ht  be  wiA  ptapABty 
admitted  to  an  unlimited  privilege  of  visitiag  Aeka* 
portant  prison^.— Sth,  He  invited  Napoleon  to  a 
baU,  by  the  title  of  General  Buonaparte.  The  suh* 
ject  of  the  tide  has  been  already  discussed ;  and  it 
does  not  appear  how  its  being  used  in  sending  an  in- 
vitadon  to  a  convivial  party,  could  vender  die  name 
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by  whieh  the  Admiral  w«8  instmoled  to  addfess  his 
pduBoner  more  offmsive  than  on  other  oecarions.— 
6lh)  Sk  Greorge  Cockbum,  pressed  by  Bertrandfs 
iMrtes,  in  which  he  qualified  the  prisoner  as  an  em- 
poor,  rqplied  sarcastically,  that  he  knew  of  no  em- 
peror at  St  Hdraa,  nor  had  heard  that  my  Enropetti 
^nparor  was  at  present  trarelling  abroad.  Repfied, 
hy  irferring  to  the  Admirars  instinicuons,  and  1^ 
the  &ct,  that  if  an  emperor  can  abdicate  his  qualily, 
«artaiidy  Napoleon  was  no  longer  one; — ^7th,  Sir 
Geoftge  Cod^bum  is  said  to  have  influowed  tibe  opi-:- 
ttkms  of  others  upcm  this  sulgectf  and  pumshed  widi 
amest  some  subordinate  persons,  who  used  the  phrase 
'  of  £mp«K>r.  Answered  as  before,  he  had  orders  &6m 
Im  govemment  not  to  sui&r  Buonaparte  to  be  ad* 
dressed  asEmperor,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  cause  them 
to  be  obeyed.  He  could  not,  however,  have  been  t^ 
rig<90tts,  sinee  Monsieur  Las  Cases  informs  us  that 
the  ojSoers  of  the  53d  used  the  mezzo-termine  Napo* 
leon,  apparently  without  censure  from  the  6ovenk>r. 
^-^Lastly,  There  remains  only  to  be  added  the  com- 
plaint, that  there  was  an  orderly  officer  appointed  to 
attend  Napoleon  when  he  went  beyond  certain  limits, 
a  point  of  precaution  which  must  be  very  useful,  if  not 
indispensable,  where  vigilant  custody  is  required. 

From  this  munmary  of  ofBences^  it  must  be  plain 
to  the  reader,  that  the  resentment  of  Las  Cases  and 
his  master  was  not  so  much  i^inst  Sir  George 


Digitized 


by  Google 


NAFOLEOV  BVONAFA&TE.  156^ 

Cockbump^rsoioudly^Magaiiisthkaffioi;  ladthat 
the  Admiral  would  have  been  very  aeceptaUe,  if  he 
oeuld  have  reconciled  it  to  his  duty  to  treat  Napo- 
leon as  an  emperor  and  a  free  man ;  suffered  himsdfy 
like  Sb  Niel  Campbell,  to  be  admitted  or  CTcIuded 
&9m  his  presenoe,  as  the  etiquette  of  an  imperial 
court  might  dictate ;  and  run  the  risk  of  bebg  rt* 
warded  for  his  complaisance  by  learning,  when  he 
least  looked  for  it,  that  Napoleon  had  sailed  fi>r 
America,  or  perhaps  for* France.  The  questi<mt 
how  fiur  Britain,  or  rather  Europe,  had  a  r%ht  U> 
keep  Napolecm  prisoner,  has  akeady  been  discussed^ 
If  th^  had  no  such  right,  and  if  asecond  insurreOi^ 
lion  in  France,  a  second  fidd  of  Waterioo,  should 
be  hasarded,  rather  than  that  Napoleon  Buonaparte 
should  suffer  diminution  of  dignity,  or  restraint  of 
fieedcmi,  then  Napoleon  had  a  right  to  comf^ain  of 
the  ministry)  but  not  of  the  officer,  to  whom  his  in-' 
structions  were  to  be  at  once  the  guide  and  vindica* 
tion  of  his  conduct. 

:  While  these  things  passed  at  St  Helmia,  the  mi« 
nbtry  of  Great  Britain  were  emj^yed  in  {dadi^  the 
detention  of  the  £xr£mperor  under  the  regidaticm 
<tf  an  Act  of  Parliament,  wBidi  interc^eted  all  inters 
course  and  commerce  with  St  Elelena,  exceptu%  by 
the  East  India  Ccunpaiqr^s  r^ular  chartered  vessels. 
Ships  not  so  chartered,  attempting  to  trade  or  touch 
at  St  Helena^  or  hovering  within  eight  leagues  of 
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the  iaiaikl,  were.dedtted  mi^M  to  semureand  oon- 
fiflcatioik  The  crews  of  the  yesselB  who  came  on 
dunse^  or  other  peisons  yisiting  the  ishmd,  were  lia- 
ble to  be  ami  on  board,  at  the  Groyernor's  pleasure; 
and  thoBe  who  might  attempt  to  omceal  themselyes 
onshore,  were dedarednilgect to pmiishment  Ships 
were  permitted  to  approach  iqx>n  stress  of  weather, 
bit  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  proye  the  indispen- 
sable necessity,  and  while  they  remained  at  St  He- 
lena, they  were  watched  in  the  closest  manner.  A 
dause  of  indemnity  protected  the  Goyemor  and  Coia^ 
nussionanfinmi  any  act  traniigressing  the  letter  of  the 
law,  which  thqr  might  already  haye  committed,  while 
detaining  Niqpoleon  in  custody.  Such  was  the  act, 
56  George  III.  ch.  23,  which  Iqpdised  the  omfin^ 
Bient  of  Napoleon  at  St  Helena. 

Another  conyention  betwixt  the  prindpal  powon 
of  Europe,  at  Fans,  20th  August,  1815,  had  been 
also  entered  into  xxpaa  the  subject  of  Napoleon,  and 
the  custody  of  his  person.  Xt  set  forth,  I.  That,  in 
order  to  rmider  impossible  any  fiirther  attempt  on 
the  part  of  Niqpoleon  Bucmaparte  against  the  repose 
of  the  world,  he  should  be  considered  as  prisoner 
to  the  high  contracting  powers,  die  King  of  Great 
Britain  and  IreUnd,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
Emperor  of  Bussia^  and  the  King  of  Frusua.  11. 
That  the  custody  of  his  person  was  committed  to  the 
British  goyemment,  and  it  was  remitted  to  them  to 
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choose  the  most  secure  place  and  mode  of  deCttiuiig 
him  in  security.  III.  That  the  courts  of  Austria, 
Bussia,  and  Prussia,  were  to  name  commisrionen 
who  were  to  inhabit  the  same  phK^e  which  should  be 
assigned  for  Napoleon  Buonaparte'*8  rendence,  and 
who,  without  being  respcmsible  fer  his  detention, 
should  certiorate  themselves  that  he  was  actually 
present.  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  was  also  m- 
Tited  to  send  a  commissioner.  IV.  The  King  of 
Great  Britain  engaged  faithfully  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  assigned  to  him  by  this  convention. 

Of  these  powers,  only  three  availed  themselves  cf 
the  power,  or  privilege,  of  sending  commissicmers  to 
St  Helena.  These  were,  Count  Balmain,  on  the  part 
of  Russia,  Baron  Sturmer  for  Austria,  and  an  old 
emigrant  noblemiua,  the  Marquis  de  Montchemi,  fcft 
France.  Prussia  seems  to  have  thought  the  ex* 
pense  of  a  resident  commissioner  at  St  Helena  un- 
necessary. Indeed,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of 
these  gentlemen  had  an  important  part  to  play 
while  at  St  Helena,  but  yet  their  presence  was  ne- 
cessary to  place  what  should  pass  there  under  the 
vigilance  of  accredited  representatives  of  the  High 
Powers  who  had  engaged  in  the  Convention  of  Paris. 
The  imprisonment  of  Napoleon  was  now  not  the 
work  of  England  alone,  but  of  Europe,  adopted  by 
her  most  powerful  states,  as  a  measure  indisp^nsaUe 
for  pubhe  tranquillity. 
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'  Several  months  before  the  arrival  of  the  cominis- 
aioners.  Sir  George  Cockbum  was  superseded  m  his 
aanous  and  painful  office  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
who  remained  Governor  of  St  Helena,  and  had  the 
diarge  of  Napoleon^s  person,  until  the  death  of  that 
remarkable  person.  The  conduct  of  this  officer  has 
been  censured,  in  several  of  the  writings  which  have 
treated  of  Napolecm^s  confinement,  with  such  extre- 
mity of  bitterness  as  in  some  measure  defeats  its 
t>wn  end,  and  leads  us  to  doubt  the  truth  of  charges 
which  are  evidently  brought  forward  under  deep 
feelings  of  personal  animosity  to  the  late  Governor 
of  St  Hielena.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  require 
a  strong  defence  on  the  part  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
himself,  refuting  or  explaining  many  things  which 
as  yet  have  neither  received  contradiction  nor  com* 
mentary,  to  induce  us  to  consider  him  as  the  very 
rare  and  highly  exalted  species  of  character,  to  whom, 
as  we  have  already  stated,  this  important  charge 
ought  to  have  been  intrusted. 

Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  risen  to  rank  in  the  army 
while  serving  chi^y  in  the  Mediterranean,  in  a  fo- 
reign  corps,  in  the  pay  of  England.  In  this  situation 
he  became  master  of  the  French  and  Italian  lan- 
guages, circumstances  which  highly  qualified  him 
for  the  situation  to  which  he  was  appointed.  In  the 
campaign  of  1814,  he  had  been  attached  to  the  army 
of  the  allies,  and  carried  on  a  correspondence  widi 
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the  Eij^h  goTemniiBt,  deacrilHiig  the  ei^^ 
campaign,  part  of  which  was  puUished,  and  intittuKes 
qunt  and  tale&t  in  the  writer.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  re- 
oeiyed  firom  several  of  the  alHed  sorere^ps  and  ge- 
nerals the  most  honourable  t^timonies  of  his  senrioes 
diat  could  be  r^ukred.  He  had  thus  thd  oppor- 
tonity  and  habit  of  mixing  with  persona  of  distinc- 
tion in  the  discussion  of  affairs  of  importance ;  and 
his  character  as  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  hoDimr 
was  carefully  inquired  into,  and  highly  yoiKhed,.  ere 
his  nomination  was  made  out.  These  were  pointB 
on  which  predse  inquiries  could  be  made,  and  dis- 
tinct answers  received,  and  they  were  all  in  fiivour  of 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

But  there  were  other  qualifications,  and  those  not 
less  important,  his  possession  of  which  could  only 
be  known  by  puttbg  him  upon  trial.  The  indis- 
pensable attribute,  for  example,  of  an  imperturbabte 
temper,  was  scarce  to  be  ascertained,  until  his  pro- 
ceedings in  the  office  intrusted  to  him  should  show 
whether  he  possessed  or  wanted  it.  The  same  must 
be  said  of  that  firmness  and  decision,  which  dictate 
to  an  official  person  the  exact  line  of  his  duty — pre- 
vent all  hesitation  or  wavering  in  %he  exercise  of  his 
purpose-^render  hhn,  when  it  is  dischai^ed,  boldly 
and  firmly  confident  that  he  has  done  exacdy  that 
which  he  ought — and  enaUe  him  fearlesdy  to  resist 
dl  importunity  whidi  can  be  used.to  induce  him  to 
change  his  conduct,  and  to  contemn  all  misrepresen- 
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tsdcMB  idl  oUoqvy  which  mq^  sriie  from  fab  «dhe« 
riigto  k* 

Kaomag  nodtti^  of  Sk  Hodbcm  Lo^e  penc^^ 
and  aUawii^  lum  to  possess  die  qoalidcs  of  m  lui^' 
Boonfalo,  and  iibe  aooooqdishmeiits  of  m  well-uifonN 
edsMiiy  we  aveindinedyfiroiii  a  review  of  hbcondnct^ 
diiMtiiig  it  so  £Mr  as  we  caa  of  the  ezaj^jcnitioDs  of 
his  psnonal  enemies,  to  think  their  remam  traces  of 
a  watm  and  initaUe  temper,  whidi  seems  sometimes 
to  have  enFerbome  his  discretfoii,  and  induced  him  to 
ifiKgst  that  his  prisoner  was  in  a  aquation  where  he 
might  not,  eren  when  his  condnct  seemed  most  vay> 
jreasmiable  and  most  provoking,  to  be  ooosidered  as 
an  object  of  resentment,  or  as  being  sutject,  like  other 
men,  to  retort  and  retaliation.  Niqpolecm^s  sitoation 
precluded  the  possibility  of  his  inflicting  an  insult, 
and  th^nefore  the  traaper  <^  the  panon  to  whom  tutk 
was  Q&red,  ought,  if  possible,  to  have  remained  ood 
and  unruffled  It  does  not  seem  to  us  that  this  was 
vaaSotaly  the  case. 

In  hke  manner,  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  aj^esrs  to  have 
been  a^^ated  by  an  oppressive  sense  of  the  impcnrt- 
aace  and  the  difficulties  of  his  situation,  to  a  nervous 
and  iiritatii^  degree.  This  over  anxiety  kd  to  firo- 
quent  changes  dl  bis  rq^uliaticms,  and  to  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  which  were  afterwards  abandoned, 
.wd  perhaps  aj^renuned.  All  this  uncertainty  oc- 
casioned just  subject  of  complamt  to  his  prisrao;  for, 
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thopgb  a  ciqi^e  may  become  ptfdiially  aocwIcMed 
tD  the  fetters  wbicfa  he  we«rs  duUy  in  the  maae  hmhew 
im^  be  naist  be  driven  to  impatienoe  if  the  m^  oi 
a^jufiliiig  tbem  be  altoed  frcm  day  to  d^. 

It  is  probable  that  the  warm  temper  of  Sir  Hudara 
l^owo  w^  in  some  decree  cmveniml;  to  Napoleon^. 
aa  it  i^orded  him  the  mnm  otmfimtlM  upon  the 
imioediHte  instrum^it  of  bis  oonfinement^  by  Maldng 
the  G0v&w»c  feel  a  jfart  of  the  annoyance  vhiah  ho» 
biaiself^perieneed.  Sir  Geoi^e  CoddNim  had  been 
inseipsototus^Uree^fUguerotundiM.  HedidwhaUua 
du^  directed,  and  cared  little  what  Napoleon  thou^t 
or  said  upon  the  sulgect.  The  new  Goremor  was 
vulnerable ;  he  could  be  rendered  «ngry»  and  mght 
iherefiqre  be  takeiji  at  advantnge.  Thus  NapolcMi 
might  eigpy  the  vindictiTepleasuret  too  natural  to  the 
human  boaom»  of  living  pidn  to  the  paraon  who  waa 
the  agenti  thongh  not  the  author,  in  therealdctioiM 
to  which  he  himself  was  sulgected.  But  Napoleon^a 
interest  in  provoking  the  Govc^or  did  not  rest  upon 
the  mere  gratificatbn  of  spleen.  His  views  went  &r 
deeper,  and  were  connected  with  the  proq^  otnh^ 
taining  his  liberty,  and  with  the  mode  by  which  he 
hoped  to  accomplish  it.  And  this  leads  usto  inquire 
upon  what  these  hopes  were  rested,  and  to  place  bei* 
fore  our  readers  evidence  of  the  most  indisputabk 
credit,  concerning  the  line  of  policy  adopted  in  the 
councils  of  L(mgwood. 

VOL.  IX.  t 
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It  must  be  pien^bed  that  the  military  gestlemen, 
who,  so  much  to  the  honour  of  their  own  fidelity,  had 
attended  on  Buonaparte,  to  soften  his  calamity  by 
their  sodety  and  sympathy,  were  connected  by  na 
other  link  than  their  mutual  respect  for  the  same  un- 
happy master.  Being  unattached  to  each  other  by  any 
ties  of  friendship,  or  community^  of  feelings  or  pui^ 
suits,  it  is  no  wond^  that  these  officers,  given  up  to 
muiui,  and  feeling  the  addity  <^  temper  which  siK^ 
a  ntuation  is  sure  to  cause,  should  have  had  misun* 
derstandings,  nay,  positive  quarrels,  not  with  the  GtH 
verpor  only,  but  with  each  other.  In  these  dream- 
stances,  the  conduct  of  General  Goui^ud  distin- 
guished him  from  the  rest.  After  the  peace  of  Pa* 
ris,  this  officer  had  been  aide-de-camp  to  the  Duke 
o£  Berri,  a  situation  which  he  abandoned  on  Napo« 
kon^s  return/at  the  period  of  the  Hundred  Days. 
As  he  was  in  attendance  upon  the  Ex-£mperor  at  the 
moment  of  his  fall,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  accompany 
him  to  St  Helena.  While  upon  that  island,  he  took 
less  share  in  Napoleon's  complaints  and  quarrds  with 
the  Governor,  than  either  Grenerals  Bertrand  and 
Montholon,  or  Count  Las  Cases,  avoided  all  ap- 
pearance of  intrigue  with  the  inhabitants,  and  was 
regarded  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  as  a  brave  and  loyal 
soMier,  who  followed  his  Emperor  in  adversity,  with- 
out taking  any  part  in  those  proceedings  which  the 
Governor  considered  as  prejudidal  to  his  own  autho< 
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iky.    As  sucli,  he  k  Anxactemed  luyftrmiy  in  Sir 
HtidBOn^s  cKspttdies  to  hii  ga>remtnciit. 

Tfais  officer  had  left  in  France  a  mother  and 
inater,  to  i^om  he  was  tenderly  devoted^  and  who 
loved  him  with  the  fondest  aflfecti<m.  F^m  attach* 
ment  to  these  beloved  reladves,  an4  their  affect- 
ing desire  that  he  should  rgdb  than.  General  Groor- 
gtad  became  desirous  of  revrnting  his  native  couii- 
try^;  and  his  resdution  was  the  stronger,  iStM  con- 
dderdble  jealousies  and  mfannderstan£ligB  arose  be- 
twist  him  and  Count  Bertrand.  In  these  circmoa- 
stances,  he  apptied  for  and  obtained  permisdon  fimn 
theGoTemor,  to  return  to  London  direct.  Before  lea- 
ving St  Helaia,  he  was  very  commumcative  both  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  md  Barcm  Sturmer,  the  Austrian 
emnmissioner,  respecting  the  secret  hopes  and  plans 
wUeh  were  carrying  on  at  Longwood.  When  he  ar- 
rived in  Britain  in  the  spring  1 818,  he  was  no  less 
iiEank  aid  open  with  the  British  government;  infimn- 
ing  them  of  the  various  proposab  for  escape  which 
had  been  laid  bef<»re  Napoleon ;  the  fiidlities  and 
•difficulties  which  attended  them,  and  the  r^uons 
why  he  prefisrred  remaining  on  the  idand,  to  making 
the  attempt  At  this  period,  it  was  supposed  that 
XJeneral  €rourgaud  was  desirous  of  making  his  peace 
'with  the  King  of  France ;  but  whatever  might  be  his 
private  views,  the  minutes  of  the  information  which 
he  afforded  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  and  Baron  Sturmer 
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H^Hdmii  wd  «ft9fivii^  alLMdon^p  the  UHr 
der  Sectetavy  M  War,  are  4tiU  preserved  ^  the  i^ 
iffidaof  die  Fei^  Office.    They  a^cee  entirdy 
with  eaeh  elbmr,  and  their  eutbentiaty  oann^  be 
foeslaeBed*    ^he  ooiimmioirtifflM  are  etudioivdj 
m$A^  wiih  ooniideraUe  reserve  as  to  proper  nemeib 
in  Older  that  no  kidividiial  shoold  be  eaUed  i^ 
fkieitioiL  lor  Mythii«  vhich  is  time  staled;  aod 
m  gcMcal  th^  bear,  m  nas  to  be  e^^peeted,  afi  air 
oftheutmoslsiiiiplidtyaBdyeracily.  WediaUeC- 
tm  tove  oceasian  to  allude  to  these  doouma^  thft 
the  reader  may  be  ^labled  to' place  the  real  paifoaes 
^Napoleoii  in  oppoaition  to  the  language  whkh  he 
made  use  of  for  accomfdishiDg  them;  but  we  have 
not  thoi^ght  it  proper  to  quote  the  minutes  et  leui^ 
unkss  as  far  as  Niqpoleon  is  concerned.    We  un- 
derstamd  that  Cr^aerid  Gourgaud,  on  his  return  to 
the  c^itinent,  has  resumed  Aat  tenderness  to  K»- 
pplew^s  meHK^>  wUch  may  induce  him  to  v^gret 
having  commnmcated  the  secrets  of  his  prk(m*-house 
to  lees  fii^dly  ears.    But  this  dmnge  of  saithneois 
can  neither  diminiA  the  truth  of  his  evidence,  nor 
affect  our  right  to  bring  forward  what  we  find  reocnsd- 
ed  as  communicated  by  him. 

Having  thus  ^ven  an  account  of  the  evidaice  we 
mean  to  use,  we  resume  the  mitgect  of  Niqpoleon^ 
quarrels  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe* 

It  was  not,  according  to  G^oal  Gouigaud,  for 
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imit  of  m«Mn  of  cfloqpe,  dMl  N^nteott  •oMmiied  to 
BNMm  at  St  BMenfti    Tlicre  was  <me  plm  Ibr  cm- 
ijil^  Mm  out  ia  A  tmak  iritb  dktf  Hnoi ;  and  an 
general  i^  tbe  opiidoo  of  the  eztrame  iti^idi^  of 
liie  Eiig&li  sentineli,  tfaiA  th^re  was  an^Oior  bf 
vUdi  U  wai  fiopoaed  be  ahpald  dqp  tfamra|^  d» 
oampiiidiflgaaeof  as^rvutcanyingAdisb.  Whoa 
(lie  Baeoti  Starmer  lepmented  tbe  impoaobililgr^ 
mshinU^aia  being  in  ai^taticm,  GamgaudaagvoKw 
ed,  <^  There  was  no  impossibifity  to.  Aose  who  had 
ndli^ma  at  Adr  command.  Ye8ylrqpeatit,''heoo»- 
linned,  <^ beam-escape  from  hencoi  and  go  to  Amo- 
nea  wb^nerer  he  has  a  mind.^*-^^^  Why,  thra, 
should  I»  remain  here  ?^  said  Baron  Stunner.  Groinr«« 
gaud  rei^kdy  <^  dut  all  bis  followara  bad  urged  him 
to  make  the  experimrat  <tf  escape ;  but  be  prefinrred 
ooitttmnBg  on  the  island.    He  has  a  seeset  pride  in 
die  consequence  attadied  to  the  custody  of  hb  per- 
em,  imd  the  mtetest  generally  taken  in  hi&£ite.   H^ 
has  siud  repeatedly,  <  I  can  no  longer  live  as  a  pri* 
TSte  pefson*    I  wmild  rather  be  a  prisoner  on  thb 
imk,  than  a  ftee  but  undiitii^piisbed  individnal  in 
the  United  States.'  ""f 


^  ^^JeU  repetey  U  pent  i^evader  teuU  et  aUer  m  AmeHque  qmnd 
Hkvoudm*^*  Taken  from  a  i^^  of  Biuwii  Staxmer  to  frinee 
Mettemich,  giving  an  account  of  General  Gourgaud's  communica- 
tions, dated  14th  March,  181& 
'^*^Je  m  pmit  fku  viwre  enpartktSer,  JkiUne  mieim  Uvepri^ 
sonnxer  id^  que  libre  aux  Etatt  UnitJ** 


jA.^  cl<. 'K^,  c-i'^^-^t^t.^    t'l   /:'; 


^  ^  Cu^i*-/<^  :^  /* 


1^  I.1FE  01^ 

General  Gbiurgaud  sidd,  theiefore,  that  the  event 
t#  which  Napoleon  trusted  for  liberty,  was  some 
diange  of  politics  in  the  court  of  Great  Britain, 
which  should  brmg  into  administration  the  party 
who  were  now  in  opposition,  and  who,  he  rather  too 
tadily  perhaps  conceiyed,  would  at  once  restore  to 
him  his  liberty.  The  British  mimsters  recdved  lie 
same  assurances  from  Geiraral  Gtnirgaud  witJi  those 
ghren  at  St  Helena.  These  last  are  thus  expressed 
in  the  original : 

^  Upon  the  subject  of  General  Buonaparte^s  es- 
cape, Monsieur  Gourgaud  stated  confidently,  diat 
althougli  Longwpod  was  from  its  situation  capable 
of  bdng  well  protected  by  sentries,  yet  he  was  car- 
tain  that  there  would  be  no  di£Sculty  in  eluding  at 
any  lime  the  vigilance  of  the  sentries  posted  round 
die  house  and  grounds ;  and,  in  short,  that  escape 
from  the  island  appeared  to  him  in  no  degree  im- 
practicable. The  subject,  he  confessed,  had  hem 
discussed  at  Longwood  amongst  the  individuals  of 
the  establishment,  who  were  'separately  dedred  to 
give  their  plans  for  effectbg  it.  But  he  expressed 
his  belief  to  be,  that  General  Buonaparte  was  iso 
fidly  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that  he  would  be 
permitted  to  leave  £t  Helena,  dther  upon  a  change 
cf  ministry  in  England,  or  by  the  unwillingness  of 
the  English  to  bear  the  expense  of  detainiog  him, 
that  he  would  not  at  prraent  run  the  hazard  to  which 
an  attempt  to  escape  might  expose  him.    It  appear- 
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ad,  hovevef ,  fr^in  die  Uiktman^  of  6ew9iiil  Qom* 
gmi^  sad  fiNWi  other  circwimtancea.  ittted  by  Un^ 
tiuit  Baona{Mt?te  had  always  looked  to  the  praied  of 
the  removal  of  the  allied  arnues  from  France,  as  thi^ 
laost  fanroiUftUe  for  his  return ;  and  the  probajinli^ 
of  such  an  eir^t,  and  the  consequences  which  would 
§ow  from  it,  wa:^  urged  by  him  asan  argument  to 
dissuade  General  Gouigaud  from  quitting  him  until 
9£tmr  that  period*'' 

General  Gourgaud's  communications  fiirther  bear, 
what  indeed  can  be  collected  from  many  othm^  eir« 
cumstances,  that  as  Napoleon  hoped  to  obtain  his 
lUierQr  from  the  impression  to  be  made  on  the  minds 
of  the  English  nation,  he  was  careful  not  to  sttfiW 
his  condition  to  be  forgotten,  and  most  anxious  that 
die  puUic  mind  should  be  carefully  kept  aUre  to  it, 
Ifj  a  successiim  of  publications  coming  out  one  after 
anedier,  modified  acccxrding  to  the  different  tern- 
per  and  infonm^ion  of  the  various  authots,  but 
bearing  all  of  them  the  stamp  of  havbg  issued  in 
whole  or  in  part  from  the  interior  of  Longwoo<).  Ac* 
oc»rdingly,  the  various  works  of  Warcten,  O'Meara, 
Santini,  the  Letter  of  Montholon,  and  othc^  publica- 
Uons  upon  St  Helena,  appeared  one  after  anoUier, 
to  keep  the  sulgect  awake,  which,  aUbough  seemingly 
discluMrged  by  various  hands,  bear  the  strong  peculi^ 
ari^  of  being  directed  at  identically  the  same  mark, 
and  of  being  arrows  from  the  same  quivar.  Qmstr 
gaud  mentioned  this  spedes  of  file^rbg,  and  its  pur« 
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pose.  Ev«B  the  ifttiMMTtt  de  ift  H$line,  a  traei,-iil 
iriii^  dates  and  fiKta  were  muidaoed  and  oMifoiiiid* 
•d,  was  also,  acooidiilg  to  OeHeral  Oourgatid,  lihe 
woric  of  Buonaparte,  and  composed  to  pttsiAe  and 
91^9^  the  British  pnhye.  He  told  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  that  he  f^w  mt  to  ecmslder  file  abase  ht 
these  yarious  paniUets  as  lerdled  agflonst  hhn 
penonally,  bat  as  written  upon  political  'ciAmhi^ 
tion,  with  the  view  of  eztcnrting  some  relaxation  of 
TtgUaaee  by  the  ratieration  of  complaints.  The  ce- 
Idbiated  Letter  of  Montholon  was,  according  to  the 
same  authority,  written  in  a  great  measare  by  Na^* 
poleon ;  and  the  same  was  the  case  wkh  Sanfef^, 
thon^  80  grossly  orer^coloored  that  he  Mmself  a& 
terwards  disowned  it  Odier  papers,  he  6«d,  wotdd 
appear  under  the  names  of  captams  of  merchantmen 
and  the  like,  for  Napdeon  was  possessed  by  a  mitaia 
fixr  scribbling,  whidi  had  no  inteiruption.  It  becomes 
the  historian,  tiierefinre,  to  receire  witii  caution  Hbt 
Bttrratires  of  those  who  hare  tiius  taken  a  determined- 
ly partial  part  in  the  eontroversy,  and  ecmcocted  their 
statemaits  fifom  die  details  aflbrded  by  the  party 
ptincipaUy  concerned.  If  what  General  Gourgaud 
h»s  said  be  accurate,  it  is  Napoleon  who  is  plea^ig 
his  own  emise  under  a  borrowed  name,  in  tiie  pages  <»f 
O  Meara,  Santini,  M<mtholon,  &c.  Even  when  the 
facts  mentioned  in  theae  works,  therefore,  are  onde- 
niaUe,  stiU  it  is  necessary  to  strip  them  of  ekt^gera* 
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tim^  msA  ^Utioe  them  in  a  fiur  and  jii$t  H^t  belbfe 
fvwoQiieoig  ttn  tlMm. 

Theerictence  of  O'Meara,  as  contained  in  a  Voice 
Ikrom  St  Hdena^  is  that  of  a  disappointed  man,  Ut- 
tariy  incensed  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  as  the 
eause  of  his  disappdntment  He  had  no  need  to 
kindle  the  flame  of  his  own  resentment,  at  Aat  of 
Boonaparte.  Bnt  it  may  be  granted  that  dieir  tin* 
dietiTe  feelings  must  hare  strengthened  each  other. 
The  quarrel  was  the  more  irreconcilable,  as  it  ap* 
pears  that  Dr  O^Meara  was  originally  in  great  ha- 
bits of  intimacy  wkh  Sit  Hucbon  Lowe,  and  in  the 
tustom  of  repeating  at  Plantation  House  die  gossip 
wldA  he  had  beard  at  Longwood.  Some  prooft  of 
this  weM  laid  before  the  puUic,  in  the  Qnarterly  Re- 
view ;  and  &t  Hudion  Lowers  correspondence  with 
goremment  ccmtains  various  aliusbns  to  Mr  O^Mea* 
nv^s  autiiority,*  dbwn  to  tiie  period  when  their  mutual 
toAfidence  was  terminated  by  a  violent  cjuarre).    * 


*  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  writes,  for  example,  to  Lord  Bathurst,  13ch 
lity,  laid  s^^  HftViBg  iMind  Dr  O'Meara,  who  was  attached  to 
Biu>Daparte*8  family  on  the  lemoval  of  his  French  physiciaii,  vwy 
useful  in  giving  information  in  many  instances,  and  as,  if  removed, 
it  might  be  difllcult  to  fibd  another  person  who  might  be  equally 
aptceable  to  Oeninl  Buonapute,  I  havt  deened  il  aetviaaMy  to  md* 
fee  him  to  remain  in  the  family  on  the  same  footing  as  before  my  aim 
i^aL"  On  the  29th  of  March,  1817,  Sir  Hudson  writes  ^— "  Dr 
0*ifeaia  bad  iafbiaied  mc  of  die  eoavcmrtioiis  that  had  oeeimed, 
and,  with  that  readlneai  wluch  he  always  mauUet ts  upoa  su^  oociir 
sions,  immediately  wrote  them  down  for  me/' 
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Count  Las  Cases  is  not,  in  pomt  of  mpwittiMikff 
to  be  ranked  much  above  Dr  O'Moara.  He.  was 
originally  a  French  emigrant,  a  wordiipper  by  i^o- 
ibssion  of  royalty,  and  therefore  only  chai^^  lua 
idol,  not  his  religion,  when  he  substituted  the  idol 
Napoleon  for  the  idol  B<mrbon.  He  embtacea  with 
passive  obedicsiee  the  interests  of  his  dtief,  real  cv 
suiq^KMed,  and  can  see  nothing  wrong  which  Niqpo- 
leon  is  disused  to  think  right.  He  was  also  the 
personal  enemy  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  We  have  no 
idea  that  he  would  fiJsify  the  truth ;  but  we  cannot 
but  suspect  the  accuracy  of  his  reccdlecticHi,  when  we 
find  he  inserts  many  expressions  and  incid^Kts  in  Im 
Journal,  long  after  the  period  at  which  it  was  origin^ 
ally  written,  and  it  is  to  be  presimxedfrcHn  memc»y. 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  the  original  manuscript  £Mr 
fome  time  in  his  possession,  and  we  have  at  preset 
before  us  a  printed  copy,  in  which  Sir  Hudson  has, 
wuh  his  own  hand,  marked  those  additions  which 
had  been  made  to  the  Journal  since  he  saw  it  in  its 
primitive  state.  It  is  remarkable  that  all,  or  almost 
|dl,  the  additions  which  are  made  to  the  Journal, 
consist  of  passages  highly  bjurious  to  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  which  had  no  existence  in  the  original  ma< 
nusciipt  These  additions  must  therefoie  have  been 
made  under  the  influence  of  recollecdon,  sharpened 
by  angry  passions,  since  they  did  not  at  first  seem  im^ 
portant  enough  to  be  preserved.  When  memory  is 
put  on  the  rack  by  passion  and  prejudice*  she  will 
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recoUact  mttwag^  things ;  and,  Uke  irUttesaM  nttdec 
the  actual  torture^  somdiines  arow  what  neyer  took 

Of  Dt  Antommarchi  it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
much ;  he  was  a  legatee  o£  Buonaparte,  and  an  aa^ 
nnitant  of  his  widow,  besides  beii%  anxious  to  pre^i 
serve  the  countenanoe  of  his  very  wealthy  hmiiff 
He  never  speaks  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  without  ran« 
conr.  Sir  Hudson's  first  offence  against  him  was  in^ 
quiring  fiir  clandestine  corre^Mmdence ;  his  last  was^ 
preventing  the  crowd  at  Napoleon^s  funeral  from 
pulling  to  pieces  the  willow-trees  by  which  the  grave 
was  sheltered,  besides  placing  a  guard  over  the  place 
of  sepulture.  What  truA  is  there,  then,  to  be  lrepo« 
sed  in  an  author,  who  can  thus  misreimsent  two  mr^ 
cumstances, — the  one  imposed  on  Sir  Hudsovi  Lowe 
by  fab  instructions ;  the  other  bong  what  decency 
and  propriety,  and  reqieet  to  the  deoeaaed,  impera- 
tively demanded  ? 

.  The  mass  of  evidence  shows,  Aatto  have  remain- 
ed upon  good,  or  even  on  decent  terms  with  the  Go* 
vemor,  would  not  have  squared  with  die  politics  of 
one  who  desired  to  have  grievances  to  complain  of; 
and  who,  far  firom  having  the  usual  motives  which 
may  lead  a  captive  and  his  keeper  to  a  toIeraUe  iuh 
derstanding,  by  a  system  of  mutual  accommodation, 
wished  to  provoke  the  Governor,  if  posdUe,  bqrond 
the  extent  of  human  patfence,  even  at  the  risk  of 
subjecting  himself  to  some  new  infliction,  which 
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11^^  swdl  die  list  of  Wrongs  which  faeiras  aecimnH 
kiiilg  to  I17  beibre  die  puUic; 

What  we  hure  stated  above  is  exemidified  by  Na« 
peteon^s  lecqpdon  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  against  whom 
he  ai^peMTS  to  have  adopted  the  most  Tblent  prqu* 
Aees  at  die  v^  fifst  inter?iew,  and  befinre  the  Xio^ 
vemor  c^ndd  have  aflbrded  him  the  d^htest  dine* 
speet.  We  quote  it,  beeanse  it  diows  that  die  mind 
ef  the  prisoner  was  made  up  to  prordce  and  insole 
Sk  Hudson,  widumt  waiting  tor  any  provocation  im 
Us  part 

The  Oovemor^s  first  agression,  (so  represented,) 
was  his  requiring  permission  of  General  Snonaparie 
to  eaU  together  his  domestics,  widi  a  view  to  didr 
taking  the  declaration  required  by  the  Kitidi  go- 
temment,  tending  themselves  to  abide  by  the  rules 
laid  down  fer  the  custody  of  Buonaparte'^s  penMm. 
This  permission  was  refiised  in  very  haughty  tenm. 
If  Napoleon  had  been  at  the  Tuiileriei,  sudi  a  re- 
vest could  not  have  been  uHnre  highly  resented. 
The  servants,  however,  appeared,  and  took  die  ne- 
oessary  dedaradon  But  the  afiimt  was  net  cane^ 
led ;  ^^  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  had  put  hia  finger  betwixt 
Napoleon  and  Ins  valet-de-chambre^^  This  was  on 
dianth  July,  18ie. 

Upon  the  80th,  the  Governor  again  pnd  his  re- 
q^ts  at  Longwood,  and  was  received  with  one  of 
diose  calculated  bucsts  of  furious  pMdon  wkh  which 
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Nw^bra  WM  woBi  la  tEjF  Ibe  jcowige,  and  d«te 
Ibe  jn&rffB  of  those  over  wlma  bedteired  to  Mqpiiit 
feftumce.  He  epoke  of  ptetestuig  egainst  tbeCmi^ 
j^aatioa  of  Pani,  and  demanded  wbal  yigbt  tbe  ae* 
veragaft  thefein  dliedliad  to  cfispose  of  <»ie,  thm 
ei|ual  always,  and  atim  their  supockir.  He  cdlad 
tuffm  the  Goynmoj  fiar  death  or  liber^r--as  if  il  had 
haeii  in  Sir  Hndaon  Lowers  power  to  give  him  either 
Ae  mie  or  the  oAer.  Sir  Hudson  enki^ed  en  the 
ocmTcaicnces  of  the  boildiiig  whidi  was  to  be  sent 
inm  Esi^and,  to  supply  the  present  want  of  aocxMai> 
modatiim.  Buonaparte  repelkd  die  pnq^oeed  cen^ 
eolation  with  fury*  It  was  not  a  house  that  he  wanU 
ed>  it  was  an  eaneutioner  and  j^  line^  These  be 
Sffwhi  esteem  a  fiiTour ;  all  die  rest  was  hat  hmaj 
nnd  insult  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  could  in  xef^y  only 
iMipe  that  he  had  given  no  personal  oflEence,  andwae 
jreminded  of  his  review  of  die  demestios;  whisb  rei^ 
jj^roach  he  listened  to  in  silence. 

Presendy  afterwards,  Napoleon  fidl  on  a  new  and 
^Idng  mediod  of  exorcising  Sir  Hndsem^s  padcmce. 
A  bodk  on  the  campaign  of  1814»  lay  on  the  tahie. 
Napdeon  turned  up  some  of  the  FingKsh  bdletini, 
andac^edfWidi  a  tone  whidi  was  pcJcfectfyinteU%iUe^ 
whether  the  Governor  had  notbeen^die  writer  of  these 
letters.  Bang  answeredin  the  affir]ialive,I>bipoIe(m9 
according  to  Dr  O'Meara,  tcdd  Sir  Hudson  diey  were 
iiill  o£  foUy  and  fidsehood ;  to  whidi  the  Governess 
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with  more  paUbnce  than  most  ineii  dotdd  hArt  cma^ 
ttaaded  on  such  an  occasion,  replied,  *^  I  beUeve 
I  saw  what  I  hare  sUted;"^  an  aiower  certainly  as 
temperate  as  could  be  returned  to  so  gratuitous  an 
fnsidt  After  Sir  Hiids<m  left  tlie  room  in  wlik^ 
he  had  been  received  with  so  much  u^pnoroked  in« 
tinriMty,  Napdeon  is  described  as  having  harai^(ued 
upon  the  imiister  expression  of  his  countenance,  aba* 
aed  him  in  the  cowraest  manner,  and  even  cmsed 
his  valet<dcHchambre  throw  acupof  coflfee  out  of  the 
window,  because  it  had  stood  a  moment  on  the  tMe 
beside  the  Governor. 

£vcfy  attempt  at  condliation  on  the  part  of  the 
Governor,  senned  always  to  fumkli  new  subjects  ci 
initadim.  He  sent  fowling-pieces  to  Longwood,  and 
Nqpole(m  returned  for  answer,  it  was  an  insult  to  give 
fowlii^jaeces  where  there  is  no  game;  though  Santi- 
ni,  by  the  way,  pretended  to  support  die  family  in  a 
great  measure  by  his  gun.  Sir  Hudson  s^t  a  variety 
<tf  cloAes  and  other  i^rticles  from  England,  whidi  it 
might  be  supposed  the  exiles  were  in  want  of  The 
thanks  returned  were,  that  the  Gt)vemor  treated  them 
like  paupers,  and  that  the  artides  ought,  in  due  re- 
qpect,  to  have  been  ld%  at^  the  store,  or  Govemor^a 
house,  while  a  list  was  sent  to  the  Emperor^s  house- 
hold, that  such  things  were  at  their  command  if  diey 
had  any  occasion  for  them.  On  a  third  occasion^ 
Sir  Hudson  resolved  to  be  cautious.     He  had  de- 
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tetnused  ta  give  a  ball ;  but  he  ooiumlted  Dr  O^ 
Meara  whether  Napoleon  would  take  it  well  to  be 
invited.  The  Doctor  foresaw  that  the  fatal  address. 
General  JBwmaparte,  would  make  shipwreck  of  die 
inidtation.  The  Governor  proposed  to  avoid  tins 
stumbling  Uock,  by  asking  Napoleon  verbally  and  in 
p^nsKHi.  But  with  no  name  which  his  dviUty  could 
devise  for  the  invitation,  could  it  be  rendered  accept 
table.  A  governor  of  St  Helena,  as  Napoleon  him- 
sdf  observed,  had  need  to  be  a  person  <^  great  polite-, 
ness,  and  at  the  same  time  of  great  firmness. 

At  length,  on  18th  August,  a  decisive  quarrd  took 
{dace.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  was  admitted  to  an  au« 
dience,  at  which  was  present  Sir  Pultei^ey  Malcdm, 
tlie  admiral  who  now  connnanded  on  the  station.  Dr 
O^Meara  has  preserved  the  Showing  account  of  the 
interview,  as  it  was  detailed  by  Napoleon  to  his  suite, 
the  day  after  it  took  place. 

♦*  *  That  Grovemor,'  said  Napoleon,  *  came  here 
yesterday  to  «inoy  me.  He  saw  me  walking  in  the 
garden,  and  inconsequence,  I  could  not  refuse  to  see 
liim.  He  wanted  to  enter  into  some  details  with  me 
iibout  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  establishment. 
He  had  the  audacity  to  tell  me  that  things  werb  as 
he  found  them,  and  that  he  came  up  to  jusdfy  him- 
self; that  he  had  come  up  two  or  three  times  before 
to  do  so,  but  that  I  was  in  a  bath."  I  replied, 
'  No,  sir,  I  was  not  in.  a  bath ;  but  I  ordered  one 
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on  piiipoie  Bot  to  Bee  ]F0ii.  In  endeMooriiig  fee  jofr*' 
lify  yoozself  you  make  mttteni  woree.*  He  mU^ 
that  I  did  not  know  him ;  ibet»  if  I  knew  lum,  I 
should  change  my  opinion.  ^  Kneir  yoa»  mxV  I 
answered ;  ^  how  could  I  kno#  you  ?  People  makn 
tbnmselves  known  by  iheir  aotkms—by  eommandhq( 
m  battles.  You  have  never  commanded  in  hatde» 
You  have  never  commanded  any  but  vagabond  Com 
doan  deserters,  Piednmntese,  and  Neapolitan  hdn 
gands.  I  know  the  name  of  every  English  general 
who  has  distinguished  himself;  but  I  never  heard  of 
yoU)  except  as  a  scrivano*  to  Blucher,  or  as  a  com« 
mandantof  br^;ands.  You  hseve  never  conmianded, 
or  been  accustomed  to  m^(^h<mour.*  Hesaid^thai 
he  had  not  sought  for  his  present  situatLnif  I  told 
him  that  such  employments  were  not  asked  finr;  dial 
they  were  given  by  governments  to  people  who  had 
dishonoured  diemselves.  He  said,  that  he  only  did 
his  duty,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  blame  him,  as  he 
only  acted  according  to  his  orders,  I  rq[died,  ^  So 
does  the  hangman ;  he  acts  according  to  his  of- 
ders.  But  when  he  puts  a  rope  about  my  neck  to 
finish  me^  is  that  a  reason  that  I  should  like  that 
hangman,  because  he  acts  according  to  his  orders  f 
Besides,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  government  could 
be  so  mean  as  to  give  suck  orders  as  you  cause  tO/be 
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«xeeiUe(U'  I  tcddhim  thatyif  he  fdeftiedylie  netd 
ooi  aaid  up  any  thing  to  ett ;  that  I  would  ga  oTei; 
and  dine  at  the  table  of  the  brare  officers  of  the  53d ; 
that  I  was  sure  there  was  not  one  of  them  who  would 
not  be  hai^y  to  give  a  plate  at  the  table  to  an  old 
acddier;  that  there  was  not  a  soldier  in  the  rq^npat 
who  had  not  more  heart  than  he  had ;  that  in  the 
iniquitous  bill  of  Parliament^  they  had  decreed  that 
I  was  to  be  treated  as  a  priscmer ;  but  that  he  teeat* 
ed  me  worse  than  a  condemned  criminal  or  a  galley 
dave,  as  they  were  permitted  to  receive  newspapers 
and  printed  books,  of  which  he  depriTed  me.^  I  siud^ 
^  You  have  power  over  my  body,  but  none  over  m  j 
souL  That  soul  is  as  proud,  fierce,  and  determined 
0t  the  preset  moment,  as  when  it  commanded  Eur 
iTope.^  I  told  him  that  he  was  a  sbirro  SkUkmo^ 
(Sicilian  thief-taker,)  and  not  an  Englishman ;  and 
desired  him  not  to  let  me  see  him  again  until  he 
came  with  orders  to  dispatch  me,  when  he  would 
find  all  the  doors  thrown  open  to  admit  him.^^ 

It  is  not  surprising  that  this  extreme  violence  met 
with  some  return  (m  Sir  Hudson^s  part  He  told 
Napoleon  that  his  language  was  uncivil  and  unj^n* 
tlemanlike,  and  that  he  would  not  remain  to  listen 
to  it.  Acoordb^y,  he  left  Longwood  without  evmi 
the  usual  salutation. 

Upon  these  occasions,  we  think  it  is  evident  that 
Napoleon  was  the  wilful  and  intentional  aggressor, 
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kM  Uutt  his  ecmduet  ptoe^ed  dibeif  fir^  tte  fttiagi 
(rf  hijuted  pride,  or  a  caleoliited  seheme,  whieh  made 
faim  prefer  b^g  OA  bad  rather  than  good  €enns  with 
JSi^  Hudson  Lowe.  On  the  other  hand,  we  couM 
wish  that  die  Governor  had  avoided  entering  npon 
ihe  sttlgeet  of  the  expense  of  his  ^detention  with  Na- 
'poleon  in  person.  The  sulject  waa  iU-ohosen,  and 
bonld  prodnce  no  ftvourable  resak. 

They  never  afterwards  met  in  friendships  or  even 
on  t^ms  of  decent  civility ;  and  having  given  ^Ms 
account  of  their  final  quarrd,  it  only  remains  for  ua 
to  classify,  in  a  general  nianner,  the  various  snbjeeea 
of  angry  discussion  which  took  place  betWtxt  than, 
placed  in  such  uncomfortable  rdative  eircnmstaneea, 
and  each  determined  not  to  give  wAy  to  the  oth^ll 
arguments,  or  ictommoAnte  himsi^If  to  the  other^a 
wishes  or  (convenience. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

Inttruetiora  to  Sir  Hudaon  Lowe  for  kU  Treaimmt  of  Na* 
poteon.-^Sumatkiwod  by  ^JMtM  Government/^ 

.  A^MTor't  eapmeee^/^Tke  aikgaiioni  ikat  hU  mbk  wm 
nof  nifficientiji  eufipUeii,  eonMered.'^Napoiean'e  prcfpoeai 
to  defray  his  own  Eapenees^'-^Sale  of  hie  Plate^^made  in  or- 
der to  produce  afaUe  impreieUmoftke  itaie  to  wkkhhewtu 
reduced. — Thofaet,  tkait  he  had  at  that  time  a  large  eum  ^ 
Money  in  hie  etrony^howy  staied.^^WbodenffoiuecQnetruet'- 
ed  in  London  for  Buonaparte,  and  transported  to  St  Heie^ 
no. — Interview  between  Sir  Hiideon  Lowe  and  Napoleon  om 
ite  arrivoL^DOaye  in  the  erection  of  il^When  fiwUkei, 
Buonaparte's  iU^heaUh  prevented  his  being  removed  to  it. — 
The  Regulation  that  a  British  Officer  should  attend  Napo- 
Icon  in  kis  rides,  a  subject  qf  niiccft  displeasure  to  him.—- 
Free  eommunicaiion  wiUi  Europe  carriedon  hy  the  hmmtis 

'  <ifLotf^gwood,  without theknowlcdge^tbcQovfirn^.'^Bff^h' 
lation  reacting  Napoleon's  Intercourse  with  the  Inhtdfit^ 
ants  of  St  Helena.-— General  Eejleetions  on  the  Disputes 
between  him  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowe. 

Before  altering  upon  such  brief  inqnirjr  m  our 
bounds  wUl  permit,  into  the  conduct  of  the  new  6^ 
Temor  towards  Napoleon,  it  may  be  neeessary  to 
show  what  were  his,  Sir  Hudsoa  Lowe^  instnicticMs 
Arom  the  English  Govemaient  on  Ae  subjeet  of  ^ 
ettttody  of  the  Ex-Emperor : 
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««  Downing  Stieet,  12th  September,  1816. 

*'*'  You  will  observe  that  the  desire  of  his  Majes- 
ty^s  Govemmeiit  is,  to  allow  every  indulgence  to  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  which  may  be  compatible  with  the 
entire  security  of  his  person.  That  he  should  not  by 
any  means  escape,  or  hold  communication  with  any 
person  whatsoever,  excepting  through  your  agency^ 
must  be  your  unremitted  care ;  and  those  points' 
being  made  sure,  every  resource  and  amusemrat, 
which  may  serve  to  recondle  Buonaparte  to  his  con- 
finement, may  be  permitted.'^ 

A  few  weeks  later,  the  Secretary  of  State  wrote  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  a  letter  to  the  same  purpose  with 
the  former,  26th  October,  1816 : 

*^  With  respect  to  General  Buonaparte  himself,  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  ^ve  you  any  farther  instruc- 
tions. I  am  confident  that  your  own  disposition 
will  prompt  you  to  anticipate  the  wishes  of  his  Royal 
Highness  ihe  Prince  Regent,  and  make  every  al- 
lowance for  the  e£Pect  which  so  sudden  a  change  of 
fituation  cannot  fail  to  produce  on  a  person  of  his 
irritable  temper.  You  will,  however,  not  permit 
your  forbearance  or  generosity  towards  him  to  in- 
iterfere  with  any  regulations  which  may  have  been 
established  for  preventing  his  escape,  or  which  you 
may  hereafter  consider  necessary  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  his  person."" 
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The  just  and  honourable  pnnciple  avowed  by  go^ 
vernment  is  obvious.  But  it  was  an  extraordinary 
and  most  delicate  tax  upon  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  which 
enjoined  him  to  keep  fast  prisoner  an  individual^ 
who,  of  all  others,  was  likely  to  be  most  impatient  of 
restraint,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  treat  him  with 
such  delicacy  as  might  disguise  his  situation  from 
himself,  if  it  could  not  reconcile  him  to  it.  If  Sir 
Hudson  failed  in  doing  so,  he  may  be  allowed  to  plead, 
that  it  was  in  a  case  in  which  few  could  have  suo 
ceeded.  Accordingly,  Napoleon'^s  complaints  against 
the  Governor  were  bitter  and  clamorous. 

The  first  point  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  fa- 
mily at  Longwood,  respected  the  allowance  assign^ 
ed  by  the  British  government  for  their  support, 
which  they  alleged  to  be  insufficient  to  their  wants. 
'  This  was  not  a  point  on  which  Napoleon  thought  it 
proper  to  express  his  feelings  in  his  own  person.  His 
attention  was  apparently  fixed  upon  obtaining  con- 
cessions in  certain  points  of  etiquette,  which  might 
take  him  from  under  the  condition  in  which  he  was 
most  unwilling  to  allow  himself  to  be  placed,  in  the 
rank,  namely,  of  a  prisoner  of  war.  The  theme,  of 
the  inadequacy  of  the  allowance,  was  not,  however, 
left  untouched,  as  those  concerned  were  well  aware 
that  there  was  no  subject  of  grievance  which  would 
come  more  home  to  the  people  of  England  than  one 
.  whkh  turned  upon  a  deficiency  either  in  the  quan- 
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tily  cr  qiiaUty  of  tbo  food  sup^y^d  to  the  exiles. 
Montholoii^s  letter  was  clamant  <m  the  subject;  and 
Santini  indmated  that  the  Emperer  must  sometimes 
have  go9fte  without  a  meal  aItojgether»  had  he  (San-^ 
tini)  not  been  successful  with  bis  gun. 

The  true  state  of  tbe  case  was  this.  The  British 
government  bad  determined  that  Napoleon^'s  taUa 
should  be  provided  for  at  the  rate  of  a  gen^id  of  the 
irst  rank,  together  with  bis  military  family.  Thit 
^pense  of  sucb  an  establishment  was,  by  the  rega^i' 
lations  fiimished  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  dated  1^ 
April,  and  22d  November,  1816,  supposed  to  leacb 
to  L.8Q00  a-year,  with  permission,  however,  to  ex- 
laid  it  as  &r  as  L42,000,  should  he  think  it  neces- 
lary.  The  expense  could  not,  in  Sir  Hudson  LoweVi 
pinion,  be  kept  within  L.8000;  and  indeed  it 
was  instantly  extended  by  him  to  L.1^,000,  paid  in 
monthly  instahnents  to  the  purveyor,  Mr  Balcombe, 
by  whom  it  was  expended  in  support  of  the  establish- 
ment at  Longwood.  If,  however,  even  L.1S,0Q0,  the 
sum  fixed  as  a  probable  ultimatum,  should,  in  the 
GovenuNc^s  <qpinion,  be  firand^  fiK>m  dearth,  high  price 
ef  pcovisicms,  or  otherwise,  i^ractically  insufficient  to 
meet  and  answer  tbe  expense  of  a  generates  fiunily^ 
calculated  on  a  liberal  scale,  Sbr  Hudscm  Lowe  had 
fiberty  firom  government  to  ext^id  the  purveyor's 
idlowancc  widmut  limitatson.  But  if,  on  the  odier 
hand,  the  French  should  desire  to  add  to  their 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


KAPOMON  BUOKArAHTE.  IM. 

h0iMe*loMpiiig  anytling  «luAh  the  Ga?«enor  i^ouU. 
tliiiik  niperflttouif  in  teSmoce  to  tbe  rank  ass^ned 
ta  tSbe  priticipal  per8Mi»  thejr  were  ihemselyefl  to  be. 
ai  the  cbttjge  of  suoh  extnierdiniucy  escpenditura 

It  is  ap^bended  that  the  &iti«h  ^vemiMsit 
oeuld  not  be  expected  to  do  ndore  for  Na^leoa'^a 
libfaal  maiiiteiiaace,  tbaii  to  g^ve  the  Governor  an 
imliaited  order  to  provide  for  it>  upon  the  scale  vp* 
plicaUe  to  the  rank  q£  a  general  officer  of  the  tot 
rate.  But  yet  the  result,  as  the  matter  was  managed^ 
was  not  so  honourable  to  Great  Briti^n,  as  the  intea- 
tiona  of  the  govfurnment  really  designed.  The  fiict 
is,  that  virtues  as  well  as  vices  have  their  day  of  fa- 
shion in  England ;  and  at  theoondusion  of  the  peace, 
when  the  liadon  were  cbyed  with  victory,  men  began, 
like  epicures  after  a  feast,  to  wrangle  about  the  teck^ 
ojoing.  Eveiy  one  felt  the  influ^ce  of  the  Quart  ^» 
heure  deMdbelais.  It  ascended  into  the  Houses  of 
ParKamrnt,  and  econ(Mny  was  the  generid  theme  df 
the  dayi  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  judidous 
xeatriction  upon  ezpen^ture  is  the  only  permanent 
flooEce  of  national  wealth;  but,  like  all  other  vir« 
toes,  pardmony  may  be  carried  to  an  extreme,  and 
there  are  situations  in  which  it  has  all  the  meanness 
t£  avazsce.  The  waste  of  a  few  pounds  of  meat,  of 
a  hundred  billets  of  wood,  of  a  few  bottles  of  wine, 
oii{^  net  to  have  been  Aade  the  shadow  of  a  ques- 
tion  between  Britain  and  Napoleon ;  and  it  woul4 
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luiTe  -been  tietter  to  h*Te  winkad  at  and  giren  mwf 
to  the  ptiodigality  of  a  family,  which  had  no  motives 
of  economy  on  their  own  part,  than  to  be  called 
upon  to  discufis  such  petty  domestic  details  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  sitting  as  judges  betwixt 
England  and  her  prisoner.  A  brief  answer  to  Aose 
who  might  in  that  case  hare  charged  the  goyem- 
ment  with  prodigality,  might  hare  been  found  in  re* 
ferring  the  censors  to  the  immense  sums  saved  by 
the  detention  of  Napoleon  in  St  Helena.  It  is  some- 
thing of  a  different  scale  of  expense,  which  is  reqin^ 
site  to  maintain  a  score  of  persons  even  in  the  most 
extravagant  manner,  and  to  support  an  army  of  three* 
hundred  thousand  men. 

.  But  although  such  disputes  arose,  we  think,  from 
the  Governor  mistaking  the  meaning  of  the  British 
ministers,  and  descending,  if  he  really  did  so,  to  do-. 
taila  about  the  quality  of  salt  or  sugar  to  be  used  in. 
the  kitchen  at  Longwood,  there  is  no  reascm  to  ent^« 
tain  the  belief  that  the  prisoners  had  any  actual  re« 
stricticm  to  complain  of,  though  it  might  not  alwaysr 
happen  that  articles  of  the  first  quaUty  could  be  pro*, 
cured  at  St  Helena  so  easily  as  at  Paris.  The  East 
India  Company  sent  out  the  supplies  to  the  purvey-* 
or,  and  they  consisted  of  every  luxury  which  could 
be  imagined ;  so  that  delicacies  very  unusual  in  St 
Helena  could,  during  Napoleon^s  residence,  be  obtain^ 
ed  there  for  any  one  who  chose  to  be  at  the  expense. 
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Tbe  wkie  was  (geneitlly  sp^ddiig)  ezcdient  in  qua- 
lity, and  of  the  fim  price  ;*  and  although  there  was 
rather  too  mudi  said  and  thought  about  the  quan- 
tity consumed,  yet  it  was  fomished,  as  we  shall  here- 
srfter  see,  in  a  quantity  far  beyond  the  limits  of  or- 
dinary conviviality.  Indeed,  although  the  French 
officers,  while  -hunting  for  grievances,  made  com- 
plaints of  their  treatment  at  table,  and  circulated,  in 
such  books  as  that  of  Santini,  the  grossest  scandal  on 
that  subject,  yet  when  called  on  as  men  of  honour  to 
give  their  opinicm,  they  did  justice  to  the  Govenunr 
in  this  respect. 

In  a  lettar  of  Graeral  Bertrand  to  ^e  Gk>vemor, 
he  expresses  himself  thus : — ^^  Be  assured  that  we 
are  well  persuaded  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernor, to  supply  us  with  everything  necessary,  and 
that  as  to  provisions  there  will  never  be  any  com- 
plaints, or  if  there  are,  they  will  be  made  against  the 
government,  not  against  the  Governor,  upon  whom 
die  matter  does  not  depend.'^  He  adds,  ^^  that  such 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  Emperor.  That  indeed 
they  had  been  under  some  difficulties  when  the  plate 
was  broken  up,  but  that  ever  dnce  then  they  had 
been  well  supplied,  and  had  no  complaint  whatever 


*  Thedaret,  for  example,  was  that  of  Oarbonelli,  at  £6  per  dozen 
witliout  doty.  JBach  domestic  of  superior  rank  was  allowed  a  bottle 
of  this  wine,  which  is  as  choice,  as  dear  certainly,  as  could  be  brought 
to  the  table  of  sovereigns.  The  labourers  and  soldiers  had  each, 
daily,  a  bottle  of  Teneriffe  wine  of  excellent  quality. 
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toiMlte.^  Si]dSiUl]ieevidaic#ofC0iiQiBettewMl» 
wkm  ddtybeirately  wiUang  to  the  Goveii^qar  tib]:oii^b. 
hu  lyulitmry  secretwry* 

Biit  weliATO  also  the  opiiiioB  of  the  Ej^-^mpeior. 
hinaself,  transmitted  by  Dr  O'Meara,  who  was  at  that 
time,  as  already  noticed,  in  the  habit  ei  sendiqg  to 
the  Govmauor  sudi  scraps  of  information  m  he  heard 
in  ceny^Tsation  at  Longwood : 

"  5th  June,  1817, 

*^  He  (Buonaparte)  phserved  that  Sanlitti''s  was  a 
foolish  production,  exaggerated,  full  of  cogUonerie^ 
and  seme  lies :  Truths  there  were  in  it,  hit  exag- 
gerated. That  th^e  never  had  existed  tint  actual 
wttit  descrUied  by  him ;  that  there  had  bee*  enoiq^ 
to  cat  supplied,  but  not  enoi^h  to  keep  a  j^oper 
table ;  that  there  had  been  enough  of  wine  for  them.; 
that  there  certainly  had  been  sometimes  a  defioienqf 
of  necessary  articles,  but  that  thismig^t  be  aocmuitr 
ed  for  by  acddents ;  that  he  believed  frequent  put* 
diases  had  been  made,  at  the  canqi,  of  bread  aad 
other  providons,  whidi  might  also  have  occasionalfy 
ansen  fiom  the  s«ne  cause.  He  added,  he  was  can- 
vinced  some  Englishman  had  written  it,  and  sot 
Santini,'' 

There  is  something  to  the  same  purpose  in  Dr 
0'MearaV]^ted  book,  but  not  so  particular.  What 
makes  Napoleon's  coniutatiop  of  Santini's  work  the 
more  amusing,  i^,  that  according  to  General  Gour* 
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gtn^  comi&imiefttion  to  Ae  BritiA  gsvtnmnv 
Nftpoleoir  was  Mftsdf  tke  auiiiiirof  tW  wbole^  on 
greater pwt^ofdiewerk in quettim.*  Thcdifferaiioe 
between  the  pritoner  and  GdTentoor,  ao  ftr  aa  it  reril]^ 
eiifted,  may  have  luri  its  rifle  in  the  <>rigMuA  diapiite ;. 
for  a  table,  wbidiauited  iht  latik^f  »  general^  mmI 
bare  beea  eonaidcfably  iitfcrior  to  one  kept  fiw  an 
enpercNT ;  and  while  Ae  ftsmer  waa  what  the  G«(V«r^ 
nor  was  directed  to  maintain,  tl^  latter  was  what  Na« 
pdeon  conceived  himself  entitled  to  expect 

The  penmssion  giren  to  BnoHaparto^  and  which 
indeed  could  not  be  wdB  r«fitsed»  to  puvcbase  ficoaa 
hii  own  funds  what  additional  artides  he  desired  be- 
yond those  suppfied  by  the  Britidi  government^  aA 
lidded  pecfaliar  fkcilities  to  the  Frendi,  whidb  thif 
did  not  fml  to  make  use  of.  Napoleon's  laoney  had 
been  temporarily  lakta  into  custody  when  he  left  the 
Bellero^Nm,  with  ki  view  to  prevent  his  lumng  itbe 
means  of  ftdlitating his  eseapeby  bribery.  Thepes- 
srittinglmii  to  draw  upcm  the  continent  for  monq^ 
would  have  been  hi  a  great  measme  restoring  to  him 
Ihe  gddm  key  before  #hic9i  prison-gates  giwe  wqr, 
and  also  tending  te  afford  him  Ae  memsi  of  secMl 
eorrespobdenee  irith  those  fii^idB  abroad,  whemii^ 
aid  him  to  anrai^  a  seheme  of  iUf^ 

Indeed,  the  advanti^i^  of  this  spedea  of  ocmree 
iqMmdence  were  of  sueh  Evident  ImportaBce,  that  Nn- 
poleon>  thitmg^  fietieral  Monthokn,  made  the  Mr 
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kfwuig  proposal,  which  was  sent  to  Lord  Bathurst 
by  the  Governor,  8th  September,  1816.  **  The  Em- 
peror,^^  he  said,  ^*  was  desirous  to  enter  into  arrange- 
ments for  paying  the  whole  of  his  expenses,  provi- 
ding any  house  here,  or  in  England,  or  on  the  con- 
linent  of  Europe,  to  be  fixed  on  with  the  Governor's 
consent,  or  even  at  his  own  choice,  were  appointed  to 
transact  his  money  matters ;  under  assurance  firmn 
Mm,  General  Buonaparte,  that  all  letters  sent  through 
bis  hands  would  be  solely  on  pecuniary  affairs.  But 
provided  always,  that  such  letters  should  pass  seat-' 
ed  and  tmopefied  to  thdr  direction.'" 

It  is  probable  that  Napoleon  concluded,  from  the 
ferment  which  was  at  that  time  taking  place  in  Par- 
liament on  the  subject  of  economy,  that  the  English 
nation  was  on  the  point  of  bankruptcy,  and  did  not 
doubt  that  an  offer,  which  promised  to  relieve  them  of 
LJf,000  a-year,  would  be  eagerly  caught  at  by  Sr 
Hudson  Lowe,  or  the  British  ministry.  But  the  Go- 
vernor saw  the  peril  of  a  measure,  which,  in  its  imme- 
diate and  direct  tendency,  went  to  place  ftinds  to  any 
mnount  at  the  command  of  the  Ex-Emperor,  and 
might,  more  indirectly,  lead  the  way  to  private  corre^ 
spondence  of  every  kind.  Napoleon,  indeed,  had  oflfer- 
ed  to  plight  his  word  that  the  communication  should 
not  be  used  for  any  other  than  pecuniary  purposes, 
but  Sir  Hudson  liked  not  the  security.  On  his  part, 
the  Governor  tendered  a  proposal  that  the  letters  to  the 
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hinkera  ahoidd  be  vidUecmly  to  himMlfyiiiidtoIxiid 
Badiurst)  the  aeeretiry  for  the  ccdonial  cbpirtmcntt 
and  pledged  his  word  that  they  would  obeenre  the 
most  inTiokble  secrecy  on  the  subject  of  the  con* 
;tents ;  but  this  arrangement  did  not.  answer  Napo- 
leon'^s  purposes,  and  the  arrangement  was  altogether 
dropped. 

It  was  about  the  same  time  that  Sir  Hudaoa 
^luowe  was  desirous  to  keep  the  expense  of  the  esta* 
blishment  within  L.18,000.  A  conference  on  this 
au^ect  was  held  betwixt  Gren^nd  Monthokm,  who 
took  charge  of  the  department  of  the  household^  and 
Major  Gorrequer,  belcmging  to  Sir  Hudson^s  staff, 
who  acted  on  the  part  of  the  Governor.  It  appears 
that  Sir  Hudson  had  either  misapprehiaided  the 
instructions  of  the  government,  and  deemed  himself 
rigidly  bound  to  limit  the  expenses  of  Longwood 
within  L«1£,000  yearly,  not  adverting  that  he  had  an 
option  to  extend  it  beyond  that  sum ;  or  else  that  he 
oonaidered,the  surplus  above  L.1000  per  month,  to 
consbt  of  such  articles  of  extra  expenditure  as  the 
French  might,  in  a  free  interpretation  of  his  instaio- 
tions,  be  required  to  pay  for  themselves,  as  being 
beyond  the  limits  of  a  general  officer^s  taUe,  pro- 
vided  upon  the  most  liberal  plan.  General  Moi>- 
tholon  stated^  that  the  family  could  not  be  provided, 
even  after  many  reductions,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
L.1 6,194,  and  that  this  was  tiie  miifwmwnk  ff  mini* 
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$mifM^  did  least  fofiaiU^  ram.  Hr  crffaraA  dutt  tb^ 
£»peiNir  W4>M  draw  fer  die  sum  wuited,  pwridkij; 
lie  iv«8  pctmtoldl  to  wid  II  sealed  letler  to  (he  tMm^ 
ing-hottae.  TU»,Migor6orvpiiiwr6aid,coiddiiolbe 
aOoved.  Ceuiit  Mo&tlKdoii  then  deelaied,  liun  »a 
dM  fimpentf  was  not  pendttod  by  the  British  ge^ 
Temment  to  have  access  to  his  funds  in  EuM^,  he 
iMid  no  oAmc  means  left  than  to  dispos^dT  his  pto- 
pev^  here;  and  that  if  the  Emperor  was dbliged  to 
•defray  theee  expenses  of  the  estaUisfaadent,  widdi 
irentbeyond  the  allowance  made  by  Aitain,  henMUt 
JcKspose  of  his  plate. 

'  Tins  proposal  vas  too  rashly  amented  to  fay  Sir 
Httdaon  Lowe,  whose  instructio&$  of  28d  Metember 
eaipowMped  him  to  have  prevented  a  eiixnunstantie 
ao  glaringly  calculated  to  accredit  all  that  had  ever 
'been  said  or  written  respecting  the  me$A  and  mnotbi 
-manner  in  which  the  late  Empetor  of  Franee  was 
treated.  Napcdeon  had  an  oppertnmty,  at  theeacri- 
fice  of  a  panel  of  old  silver  plaie,  to  amuse  his  own 
aaoments  of  languw,  bj  laughing  at  and  turning  mto 
ffi^oole  the  inconsistent  qualitiea  of  the  Engtish  na- 
tien,  ■<ntone  time  siding  him  a  hoqse  and  funat- 
toie  to  the  vafaie  of  L.60,000,  or  L.70,000 ;  at  an- 
-otbtt  obliging  him  to  sell  his  plate^  and  disebaige 
his  servants,  and  all  for  the  sake  of  a  ftw  bottles  of 
<  wine,  (ot  pounds  of  meat  Sb  Hndaon  Ix»we  ought 
not  to  Jbave  exposed  his  country  to  iush.  a  cfaa^ ; 
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»Hlr  evon  if  bis  iastruetbiM  Menedinexplidt  on 
tbe  fmkj^ctj  ke  ougfa^  on  his  own  interpretftdon  of 
AnU)  tobawfflid  the  extra  expense^  wkbout  giving 
iMm  to^  sox^  general  scandal  at  was  sure  to  arise 
ftotn  Napoleon^s  dispodng  of  his  platew  . 

Bi^  if  the  Gkyvemor  todc  too  narrow  aviewof  Ms 
dntf  npm  this  oceasien,  what  are  we  to  say  of  the 
poqr  oonduet  of  Napdeon,  who,  white  he  had  speoie 
kt  ha$  strong  box  to  have  defrayed  diree  times  die 
mm  wanted  to  defray  the  alleged  bidance,  yet  pre- 
faced making  the  paltry  mile  alinded  to,  that  he 
Hdght  appear  before  Europe  injbrma  pauperis,  and 
set  up  a  daim  to  compassion  as  a  man  driven  to 
en^  exttiemity  I  as  to  be  didiged  to  pwrt  wi A  the  pUte 
fitaihifi  taUe^  in  <»der  to  be  miabled  to  cover  it  with 
the  necessary  foodl  He  was  well  aware  that  litde 
l^dttipaidon  woidd  have  been  paid  to  him,  had  he  been 
liloaght  possessed  of  ready,  money  sufficimt  to  sup- 
^  any  deficienoes  in  the  toleraUy  ample  allowance 
pidd'  by  Englaisdl ;  mid  that  it  was  only  the  idea  of 
hb  pov^rty^  proved,  as  it^  seemedi  by  a  step,  wUA 
ev^  private  individtials  only  tdLO  in  a  ease  of  neees* 
isity,  which  made  his  case  appeal  stnttig  and  damant. 
The  (beling  (^^compassicm  must  have  given  place  to 
bne  of  a  very  different  kind,  had  the  actual  circttm- 
^;^ti[^s  of  the  case  been  fbtty  and  fitirly  known. 

The  eomnHmicittione  of  General  ^omgaud,  upon 
fmitg  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  put  the  Gkvemor  m 
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possession  of  ^e  curious  fact,  that  the  biMlch^  up  of 
the  phite  was  a  mere  tridk,  resorted  to  on  account  of  the 
impression  it  was  calculated  to  produce  in  England 
and  Europe;  for  that  at  the  time  they  had  at  Loi^ 
wood  plenty  of  money.  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  coiyeot 
tured,  that  General  Gourgaud  alluded  to  the  sale 
of  some  stock  belonging  to  Las  Cases,  the  value  of 
which  that  devoted  adherent  had  placed  at  Ni^-* 
leon^s  disposal ;  but  General  Gourgaud  replied* 
^^  No,  no ;  before  that  transaction  they  had  received 
240,000  francs,  chiefly  in  Spanish  doublo<ms.^^  H^ 
fiirther  said,  that  it  was  Prince  Eugene  who  lodgi^ 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers.  In  LcmdoUt 
General  Gouigaud  made  the  same  communication* 
We  copy  the  words  in  which  it  is  reported  by  Sv^ 
Hudson  Lowe  to  Lord  Bathurst : 

'^  General  Gourgaud  stated  himself  to  have  been 
aware  of  General  Buonaparte  having  received  a  coi^ 
siderable  sum  of  money  in  Spanish  doubloons^  viju 
L.10,000,  at  the  very  time  he  disposed  of  his  plate ; 
but,  on  being  pressed  by  me  as  to  the  persons  privy 
to  that  transaction,  he  contented  himself  with  assu^ 
ring  me,  that  the  mode  of  its  transmission  was  one 
purely  accidental;  that  it  could  never  again  occur; 
and  that,  such  bebg  the  case,  he  trusted  that  I 
should  not  pr^s  a  discovery,  which,  while  it  be- 
trayed its  author,. could  have  no  effect,  either  as  it 
regarded  the  punishment  of  the  offenders,  or  the  ^pc^ 
vention  of  a  similar  act  in  future.     The  actual  pos- 
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WBmAM  of  money  was,  moreoret,  not  likdy,  in  his 
Yieir  of  the  nilgect,  to  afford  any  additional  meang 
gT  corrapting  the  fidelity  of  those  whom  it  might  be 
advisaUe  to  seduce ;  as  it  was  well  known,  that  any 
drai:^t,  whatever  might  he  its  amoont,  drawn  by 
Crsilenil  Buonaparte  on  Prince  Eugene,  or  on  cer* 
tsia  other  members  of  lus  family,  would  he  scrupu- 
kmsly  honoured.^  He  further  stated,  that  it  was 
Napoleon^s  poUcy  to  make  a  moyenf  a  (und  for  exe* 
•dtion  of  his  plans,  by  pladng  sums  of  money  at  his, 
Generil  Gourgaud^s,  command,  and  that  he  had  sus* 
tsiaed  fll-tfeatment  on  the  part  of  Napoleon,  and 
nmdi  importontty  on  that  of  Bertrand,  because  he 
cteclined  lending  himsdif  to  fadlitate  secret  corres* 


Whatever  sympathy  Buonaparte  may  claim  for  his 
other  distresses  at  St  Helena,  it  was  made  plain  from 
this  important  disclosure,  that  want  of  funds  could 
be  none  of  them;  and  it  is  no  less  so,  that  the  trick 
of  selfing  the  plate  can  now  prove  nothing,  except- 
kig  that  Napoleon^s  syst^n  was  a  decepdve  one ;  and 
that  evidence  of  any  sort,  arimng  dther  from  his  word 
or  actions,  is  to  be  reedved  widi  caution,  when  there 
is  an  apparent  point  to  be  carried  by  it 

When  Sir  Hudson  Lowers  report  reached  Eng- 
land, that  the  ctcess  of  the  expenditure  at  Long- 
wood,  above  twelve  thousmd  pounds,  had  been  de- 
firayed  by  Napoleon  himsdf^'  it  SLA  not  meet  tfie 
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afypi^dlNitioii  of  tibejmiBistry';  who  again  Iifid  beferr 
the  Governor  the  distmction  which  he  was  to  draw 
betwixt  expenses  necessary  tomaintun  the  table  and' 
household  of  a  general  officer,  and  such  as  might  he: 
^  a  nature  different  fromt  and  exceeding  theses^* 
tendant  on  the  household  of  a  person  of  that  rank'; 
iriiich  last,  and  those  alone,  the  Fr^idi  might  be 
called  on  to  defray.  The  (»rder  is  dieted  ^Mth  Octo- 
ber, 1817:  .  , 
^^  As  I  observe  f»>m;  the  statement  ^obntained  in 
your  dispatch,  No.  84,  that  the  expense  c^  Generic 
Bu^maparte's ,  estaUishment  exceeds  L.lr!S,(K)0  per 
annum,  and  that  the  excess  beyond  that  sum^has,  up 
to  the  date  of  tlu^  dispatch,  been  defri^ed  from  hia 
own  funds,  I  deem  it  necessary  agua  to  caUyoiira^ 
t^tiontp  diat  part  of  my  dispatch.  No.  15,  of  ethe 
iStd  Novemberr  last,  in  whith,  in  limitiflg  the  ex« 
p^ose  to.L.12,000,a.year,  I  still  left  you  atHberty 
toi^Hmr,  a  fardier  expenditure,  should  you  consider 
it  to  bp  necessary  finr  the  comfojt  of  General  JBi^ma* 
parte;,aiid  to  repeat,,  that,  if  you  should 'ernHdm- 
a^  mm  of  L.UyQOO  a^year  noi  to  be  adequaU  io 
rmntim^suchan.e^kMsJmmt  m^  wotddberequi' 
^^Jbr  a  geni^cl(0cer  if  distinction,  y^ 
noidifficidty  in  makiaig  what  you  deem  to  be  a-re- 
^isUe  addition.  But,  on, the  oth»  hand,  if  the  exi 
pepsss.  which  Gjen^al  Buonaparte  has  himself  de- 
frayed are  beyond  wJ^i;,  on  a  liberal  construction, 
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jri{g^$  be'ptbper  &r  a  goiend^offic^  c£  dittnictk»i, 
ymi  vm^pmttl'tbem,  as  herele^^ 
fion  his  oira  foncb."' 

Tbue  TpomtLfe  and  ratcnted  instroctioiis  terre  to 
Aow,  tlial^ieie  wgn  nevdr  a  wish  on  the  pat  rf  Brfc 
tain  to  deid^iMUy,  or  even  dosely,  withNapoleon ; 
asthearoiralsof  €k&MidjGoiiifgattd  proyecm  the 
odm  ham^  that  if  die  Governor  was  tootigU  on  'idie 
srigeot  of  expense,  the  prisoner  ^oiiseesed  means  sii& 
&»eBt  to  hare  sdved'him-finnn'  any  possible  conse^ 
quettcAB  of  sdf^dtidal,  which  in^thaVe«ecrued  from 
bthig  compiled  td  live  at  so  low  a  rate  as  twelve 
thoiiuuid  pdunds  a^year.  v      / 

The  sutgecti^the  besidsncil  of  Napoleon  conti>> 
BukL  tcriiimish  great  sulgects  of  eomplitint  addlcom- 
mMJon. '  We  have  reccnrded  our  ofrinioi^'  diat,  from 
the  b^pnnidgt  Phmtation^Hous^  as  the  best  resi* 
dence  in  the  isknd,  (Hight  to  have  been  set  apa^'for 
Us'  use.  If,  howdtier,'  this  was  obfected  to;  the  bmld^ 
ifig  a  new  house  from  the^oundation,  even  widr  the 
indiffi»ent  means  which  the  idand  affords/wonid  have 
been  fa^  BK»e  I'espeefoMef,  and  perhaps  as  ec<momif* 
cal,  as  constmcting^  a  great  wooden  frame  in  Lcm. 
doB^aad  tnini^ortiflg  it  to  St  Hdena^  wfaerelt  aiv 
rived;  with  Aefurmture  destined  for  it,  in  MiqrjlSlfir 
It  was  not,  however,  a  complete  pardplviie%omei  aa 
.  audi 'structures  have  been  ddled,  but  only  the  mata^ 
rids  for  erastvucibg  suxdi  a  boercapaUeof  b^ng^ 
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erected  cepsrttely,  or,  at  Napoledn^s  didee,  bf  be- 
bg  employed  fer  makiiig  Urge  and  eomin^oiis  ad- 
ditions to  the  mandon-  which  he  abetfdf  oocnpied. 
It  became  a  matter  of  ooortesy  to  inquire  whether 
it  woidd  best  answer  Napoleon^s  idea  of  eonTenienoe 
that  an  entirely  new  edifice  should  be  constructed^ 
or  whether  that  end  wodd  bi»  better  attained  by  snC. 
tiemg  the  former  bml^g  to  mnab,  atid  construct* 
>  ingthenewoneindiefbnnof  anadditiontoit  We 
IiaTe  recounted  an  hrterview  betwixt  Napdeon  and 
tiie  QcmrnKftt  in  die  words  of  the  former,  as  dsfStet^ 
cdloO*Meara.  The  present  we  giro  as  fttmirtied  by 
Sir  Hudson,  in  a  dispatdi  to  Lord  Bstlmttt,  dated 
17th  May,  1810  >-- 

^  It  becoming  necessary  to  come  to  some  ctcHeision 
in  respect  to  the  house  and  fhmituie  which  had  been 
sent  from  England  for  the  accommodation  of  Gene- 
ral Buonaparte  and  his  followers,  I  resoli^  on  waH^ 
ing  upon  him^  communicatbg  to  him  tfce  arrrral  of 
the  Tarious  materials,  and  addng  hu  sentiments  widi 
taqpect  to  Aeir  appropriation,  before  I  made  any  ^^ 
pbntion  of  them.  I  previously  called  on  Gei^ral 
Bcrfrand,  to  ask  if  he  thought  Greneral  Bumiaparte 
would  be  at  leisure  to  reodve  me;  and  on  his  rqpiy, 
iHfldl  waii'in  tiie  aflbnative,  I  procMded  to  Loi^* 
wnod^Housey  where,  hating  met  Count  Las  Cases,  I 
begged  he  would  be  the  bearer  of  my  messi^  to  At 
OensraV  adfMBBting  Mm  Willi  my  hmg  there^  if  his 
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**  I  passcfd  through  his  outer  dining-room  into  his 
drawing-room.  He  was  sLane^  standing  with  his  hat 
ismder  his  arm,  in  the  manner  in  which  be  usually 
presents  himself  when  he  assumes  his  impeiial  digu 
Bi^.  He  ronained  silent,  expecting  I  would  addresto 
hikn.  Finding  him  not  disposed  to  commence,  I  beu 
gan  in  the  following  words :«— *  Sir,  you  will  piob»- 
My  hare  seen  by  our  English  newspapers,  as  wdl^ 
perhaps,  as  heard  thnnigh  other  channels,  of  the  in- 
lention  o£  the  Bridsh  goyemment  to  send  out  hither 
ibir  your  accommodation  the  materials  for  the  ceo- 
structicm  of  a  house,  with  every  necetoary  fundturs. 
These  articles  have  now  for  die  first  time  arriTod*  In 
the  meantime,  government  has  received  informaticm 
€£  the  building  prepared  for  your  reception  at  this 
place,  and  I  have  instructions  for  appropriatii^  the 
anittles  as  may  seem  best,  whether  for  msiUng  a  new 
building,  or  adding  to  the  conveniences  of  your  pra- 
.  sent  one.  Before  making  any  dispodtioa  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  waited  to  know  whedier  you  had  any  deisires 
to  communicate  to  me  regarding  it*    He  staoA  m 
before,  and  madf  no  reply. 

<<  Obscbnnng  his  dloice  continue,  I  agaiii  dsiBa 
^ed  by  saying,  ^  I  have  cbnoeivnd,  m,  that  posoUy 
<the  addition  of  two  or  three  gdo^I  reems— i(flkiM>  ou 
irm  ial&hi}m^  your  pieseni  house,  with  eAher  im« 
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proTements  to  it,  mi^^t  add  to  ymroonvemmee  i|i 
lesa  time  thaiiv  by  ooiMtructiiig  a  new  building.^  He 
th&i  comm^ced,  but  spoke  with  sudi  n^Mlitj,  meh 
intemparanoe,  a&d  so  mudi  wanxith,  Aa4.it  is  diffi^ 
eult  to  rq>eat  every  word  he  used.  ,Witb>ixt  appa« 
xcntly  havinglent  an  ear  to  what  I  said^  he  began-r* 
M.do  not  at  all  understand  tibecraduct  of  your  go- 
v^mnient  towards  me.  Do  they  deedre  to  kill  me^ 
And  do  you  come  here  to  be  my  executioner^  as  wdl 
M  my  gaoler  ?-7-Posterity  will  jiklge  of  the.  manner 
in  wfaidb  ^I  have  been  treated.  The  mi^Nrtunes 
which  I  suffer  will  reodl  upon  your  natkiu  No, 
sir ;  never  will  I  suffer.any  person  to.enter  nito  the 
interior  of  my  house,  or  penetrate  into  my  bed^am^ 
.-ber,  as  you  have  given  ordero.  When  I  heard  of 
your  airival  in  this  island,  I  believed  that,  as  bang 
an  officer  of  the  army,  you  would.be  possessed  of  a 
more  politecharacter  than  the  Admiral^whoisa  navy- 
officer,  and  might  have  mcnre  harsh  manners.  I  have 
no  reason  to  complain  of  his  heart  But  you,  sir,**-- 
in  what  nuumer  do  you  treat  me  ?  It  is  an.insuk  to 
invite  me  to  dinner  Igr  the  name  of  General  Boon^ 
parte.  I  am  not  .General  Buonaparte— I  ain  the 
Emperor  Napoleon.  I  ask  you  agaiuy— have  yon 
comeUther  to  be  my  gaolerf«--niy  hangman?^  .Whilst 
apeaking  in  this  manner,  his  right  arm  moved  bade- 
ward  and  fom^ard;  Ins  person  stood  fixed;  lnae]|Eea 
and  emmtenaiicejexhilnting  everything  whkji  could 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


KAPOLSOK  B(K)MAl>A]tTE.  180 

b^mpppodid  ki  a  feno/nwho  mmai  to  mtinidate  or 

'.  '^  I  suffered  liim  topi^c^  througiioiit,  not  wkln 
out  aotrong  feeliog  of  restraint  on  nayedf,  until  he 
waa  veaUy  out  c£  breath,  when^  on  hb  stoppng,  I  said, 
^^^,  I  am  not^x>me  here  to  Jbe  insulted,  but  to  treat 
of  an  affidr  which  regards  you  more  than  me.  If  you 
antnot  di8{»osed  to  talk  upon  the  sutgect    .    " 

^^  ^  I  hare  no  intention  to  insult  you,  m,  he  re^ 
plied;  ^  but  in  what  scvt  of  manner  have  you  treat- 
ed me  ?  is  it  in  a  soldi^Kke  £Mhion  ?^ 
:.  /^  I  antfirered,  ^  Sir,  I  am  a  soldier  according  to 
the  fashionofmy  own  country,  to  do  my  duty  to  her 
aoecttdingly,  mid  not  according  to  the  fashion  of  fo- 
reigners* Besides,  if  you  omceiye  you  have  any 
reastti  to  complain  of  me,  you  havemily  to^put  jrour 
accusaticHa  upon  paper,  and  I  will  send  it  to  England 
by  die  first  opportunity.^ 

.  <^  ^  To  what  godd  purpose  ?^  he  said ;  ^  my  com- 
j^aints  will  not  be  more  pubUc  thexe  than  here.^ 
«  f^  <  I  will  cause  them  be  published,^  I  answered* 
Mn:aU  the  gazettes  of  the  continent  if  you  desire  it 
I'Cto  my  duJtfi  and  ^vei^tlnng  ebe  is  ixkUfferait  ttf 
me/. 

;  <<  Then,  a^artingfer  the  first  time  to  the  inatter 
whidb  Jiad  broii^t  me  to  him^  he  s«d,  *  Your  g^ 
▼enmient  has  .made  me  no  offidal  communication  of 
ihe  amval  of  this  house.  Is  it  to  be  constructed 
.where  I  pltase,  or  where  you  may  fix  it  to  be  ?' 
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<^  ^  I  Ml  mm  wmp  m^  finr  the  «qira»  ppiprae 
of  aaiumndng  it  to  you.  .1  have  no  difficult  in  re>- 
pfyii^  to  the  otber  point;  If  these  is  any  particular 
qpot,  which  you  might  hare  th(wght  of  to  ecect  it 
wfom,  I  will  examine  it,  and  hare  it  erected  theie^  if 
I  eee  no  objection  to  it  If  I  aee  any  olgection  to 
it,  I  will  acquaint  you  with  it  It  was  to  combine 
this  matter  in  8(mie  degree  of  cono^  with  you  that^ 
lamnoweoD^^ 

<^  « Then  you  had  better  speak  to  the  Grand 
MarSchal  about  it,  and  settle  it  with  him.^ 

<^.  <  I  prefer,  ur,  addressirtg  you  upon  it  I  find 
ao  many  nUdnteUigences  happen,  when  I  adc^  the 
medium  of  other  persons,  (partiodarly  as  in  the  in* 
stance  of  the  orders  which  you  menfaon  I  had  given 
iaxiomqg  an  entrance  into  your  private  apartments,) 
that  I  find  it  more  satisftetory  to  address  your« 
sel£* 

^^  He  made  no  pafticuhfr  rq^y  to  this,  walked 
about  for  a  moment,  and  then,  working  himsdtf  up 
^iqparendy  to  say  something  i^h  he  thought  wotild 
appal  me  with  extraordinary  snrioise  <^  deead,  hi 
Slid,--'  Do  you  widi  me,  sir,  to  tdl  you  ihe  tn^P 
Yes,  sir,  I  ask  you  if  you  desire  me- to  tell  yo|i  the 
tenth?  I  believe  that  you  have  reoaved  (orders  to 
kill  me— yes,  to  kill  me— yes,  dr,  I  believe  that  yon 
have  received  orders  to  stick  at  nothing— ^nothing.* 
He  then  looked  at  me,  as  if  expecting  a  reply.  My 
answer  was—*  You  were  (deased  to  remark,  sir,  in 
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a«r  ItMk  mtfarfier.  Hat  you  had  noictSBidjrttd  the 
6pbit  of  the  English  jpeople.  Gtre  me  letVQ  to  «qr^ 
you  at  present  calcuhite  as  erroneously  die  spirit  of 
an  EngUsh  s(ddi».^ 

^*  Our  interview  here  terminated ;  and,  as  if  neU 
dier  of  us  had  anything  more  to  say,  we  mutuitfy 
separated.^ 

Sir  Hudson  reeeived  a  letter  in  re^,  to  his  ao« 
count  of  this  strange  and  yiolent  scei^,  in  which  hia 
fi»bearance  and  firmness  are  approved  of.  But  we 
quote  it,  chiefly  because  it  marks  the  intenticm  of  the 
Britidi  government  with  respect  to  Buonaparte,  and 
shows  the  consideration  which  they  had  for  his  pe^ 
culiar  condition,  and  the  extent  of  forbearance  which 
it  was  their  desire  should  be  extended  towards  him 
by  the  Govehior  of  St  Helena : 

^^  There  is  a  wide  distinctidn  between  the  conduct 
which  you  ought  to  hold  towards  General  Bucma- 
parte,  and  towards  those  who  have  chosen  to  follow 
his  fortunes,  by  accompanying  him  to  St  Helena. 

^<  It  would  be  a  want  of  generosity  not  to  malce 
grei^  allowance  for  the  intemperate  language  into 
which  the  former  may  at  times  be  betrayed.  The 
hmght  firom  whence  he  has  been  precipitated,  and 
all  the  circumstances  which  have  attended  his  fall^ 
are  miiieient  to  overset  a  mind  less  irritable  than 
his;  and  it  is  to  be  apprehended  that  he  can  fiiid 
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Hide  eaamiM&Ui  in  his  refleodtnn,  etther  in  tiie 
meaiis  by  which  he  obCaiaed  bis  power,  or  Ms  maii- 
iiar  of  esercising  it  So  long,  therei^ore,  as  his  vio- 
lence is  confined  to  words,  it  must  be  borne  wiA-**-. 
always  understanding,  and  giving  him  to  under- 
stand, thatimy  wilful  transgression,  on  his  part,  of 
the  rules  which  you  may  think  it  necessary  to  pre- 
scribe for  the  security  of  his  person,  wUl  place  you 
upder  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  system  of  restraint, 
which  it  will  be  most  painful  to  you  to  inflict 
.  *^  With  respect  to  his  followers,,  they  stand  in  a 
very  different  situation ;  they  cannot  bd  too  frequent- 
ly reminded,  4hat  .their  continuance  in  the  island  is 
an  act  of  indulgence  on  the  part  of  the  British  go- 
vernment ;  and  you  will  inform  them  that  you  h«ve 
recaved  strict  instructions  to  remove  them  from  the 
person  of  Greneral  Buonaparte,  and  to  transport 
them  out  of  the  island,  if  they  shall  not  conduct 
themselves  with  that  respect  which,  your  sitnalion 
demandb,  and  with  that  strict  attention  to  your  le^ 
gulaftbns  winch  is  the  indispensable  condition  on 
which  theur  lesidenee  in  the  island  is  permitted.^ 

The  stormy  dispute  which  took  place  on  the  HA 
Miqr,  1816,  lefk  everything  unsettled  widi  respect  to 
the  house ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  conjectured,  with- 
out injustice,  that  Napoleon  preferred  the  old  and  in- 
convenient mansion,  with  the  right  to  com^bin  of  it 
as  a  grievance,  to  the  new  and  commodious  one,  the 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAPOLEOK  BOOWAPARTE.  SOS 

poiieaskmof  whMh  amtt  hamslmt  kk  ]ipft.iqmtoiie 
fi»«ik  subject  of  Hiisrqireieiitation.    Repested  and 
equally  nugatopr  diactiraons  on  ihai  sulgaet  toodc 
{dace  diirii^  the  course  of  two  or  thiee  yean,  aU 
which.tiine  Ni^koh  complained  of  the  want  of  the 
pvotniaed  bouse»  and  the  GoTemc^,  cm  hk  aide;  aU 
leged»  there  was  no  gettbg  Napoleon  to  eiqiress  a 
fixed  opinion  on  the  situation  or  the  plan,  or  to  sqr 
whether  he  would  prefer  a  th<»ough  repair  of  the  old 
libuse,  oonipyiilg  Monsieur  Bertxand^s  apartments 
in  the  meanwhile,  until  the  wcack  Aould  be  acconi' 
plished*  Sometimes  Napoleon  spdce  of  chai^g  the 
situation  of  the  house,  but  he  never,  according  to 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe's  averment,  intimated  any  specie 
wish  upon  that  subject,  nor  would  condesoend  to 
say  distinctly  in  what  place  it  should  be  erected. 
Niq^olepnon  his  part  maintained^  that  he  was  confined 
tor  three  years  in  an.unhealthy  bam,  during  which 
time  the  Governor  was  perpetually  talkii^  about  * 
house  which  had  never  been  commenced.  While  tfae 
blame  is  thus  redjNrocally  retorted,  the.impartial  hk- 
torian  dm  only  say,  that  had  Sir  JHudscmliOwe  de- 
layed willingly  the  building  of  the  .house,  .he  must 
have i^cposedJbimsclf. to, severe  cenmre  fi;«mi  Jus  go- 
vemm^t  in  consequence,  since  his  .dispatches  wei^ 
daily  urg^g  the  task.  There  iras  nothing  whi(^  the 
Governor  could  place  against  thk^seriou^  risk^  ex* 
cept  the.maliqious  pui^se  of  ^disti^essing  Napoleon* 
On  ,the  ojh^  hand,  in  submitt^  to  in^iffiq^nt  ac^ 
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commodhticm,  itllier  tbn  coiMnmicate  mtfi  •  i 
whom  he  aeemed  to  hold  in  ahhomenoe^  Napdbos 
only  acted  upon  hur  genoral  i^item,  of  which  thif 
was  a  part,  and  sacrificed  his  conTenience,  as  he  af- 
terwards did  bis  health,  rather  than  bend  his  mind  to 
comply  with  the  regulations  of  his  place  of  captivity* 
Mr  EUis^  an  unprgodficed  witness,  dedares  that  Ae 
original  house  seemed  to  Urn  commodious  and  well 
fiumished. 

The  fiite  of  the  new  house  was  angular  enougli. 
It  was  at  last  erected,  and  is  said  to  be  a  large  and 
comfortable  edifice.  But  it  happened,  that  Uie 
plan  directed  the  building  to  be  surrounded,  as  is 
common  in  England,  with  somediittg  like  a  sunk- 
ditch,  surrounded  by  oast-iron  railing  of  an  orna- 
mental character.  No  sooner  had  Napoleon  seen 
these  preparations,  than  the  idea  of  a  fortification  and 
a  dungeon  entered  into  his  head ;  nerwas  it  possiUe 
to  omTince  him  that  th^  rsils  and  sunk  fence  were 
not  intended  as  ad^tional  means  of  securing  his 
person^  When  Sit  Hudson  Low^  learned  the  ob- 
jection wUoh  had  been  started,  he  otdeced  the  ground 
to  be  kvelled^  and  the  palisade  remoyed.  But  be-* 
Ibie  dus  was  aoeompHshed,  Napdeon^s  health  was 
too  mxidi  fatdcen  to  permit  of  hfa  being  rmnofod,  so 
that  ho^Ked  under  the  same  roofwUchreoeiTed  him 
after  his  t^nporary  reddenoe  at  Briars. 

Another  sulgeet  ei  tomfiMi,  lAieh  Napoleon 
giwady  inasled  upon,  was>  that  the  Oovemor  of  St 
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Hdena  hid  not  been  phMd  ihett  mmif  aft  a  miaU 
#t%*rl«l  person,  to  tet  dtlf  execckted  ^e  instraetiont 
which  he  Aavli  receite  fbm  Brffatn,  bat  aft  a  I^ 
gislator,  himself  possessifig  and  exeAdsing  the  powet 
to  alter  the  regulatioiift  under  whidi  hift  prisoner  was 
to  be  confined,  to  recall  ihem,  to  silspenfd  them,  and 
finally,  to  replace  them.  To  this  it  must  be  #nswei^ 
ed,  that  in  ftudh  a  rituadon,  irhnre  the  Gorernor, 
holding  so  important  a  diarge,  was  at  so  gteat  adi». 
tance  from  the  original  simrce  6t  bk  poW«r,  aome 
^fiscredonary  authority  must  necessarily  be  lodged 
hi  him,  rinee  cafies  mnsBt  occur  wher^  hh  was  to  act 
dn  the  etent  as  it  arose,  and  it  was  indispensable  that 
he  should  possess  tlie  power  to  db  so.  It  must  also 
be  remcnikbered,  that  dtifcrent  constructions  might 
fossMf  be  given  to  the  Instructidns  from  die  Secre- 
tary of  State;  tod  it  would,  in  that^case,  hare  been 
iequally  anomdk)us  and  inconvenient  shoidd  the  Gb^ 
Temor  not  have  had  it  m  his  power  to  adopt  that  et^ 
ptanatiM  ^Meh  drcumstances  demanded,  and  not 
lesflf  so  if  he  had  been  obliged  to  littgate  the  poiaA 
tri&  his  prisoner,  and,  as  a  mere  n&inisterial  person 
tnui^t  have  doney  wait  tUl  a  commentary  em  the  £i« 
puted  article  slmuld  arrive  from  England. 

It  is  a  different  question,  and  on  whkfii  we  are  ftr 
from  having  so  clear  an  e^on,  wliedKr  Sif  HidU 
eon  Lowe,  in  every  case,  ^iferebed  this  h^  priv^ 
l^  with  sound  discretieir.  it  would  be  unjust  to 
eottdema  him  unheard,  who  haa  never  ftkly  bee^iMt 
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upte  his  4efeno^  and  the  evMenoeagMiiiBt  irhrai  H, 
we  must  again  say,  of  a  very  susindous  natme 
Still  it  appears;  that  akeraticms^  the  emsdng  xegor 
h^ons  were;  as  fiur  as  we  have  infonnatbii,  itiote 
ftequent  than  nebtmtjy  the  best  if  not  theonly  'apo» 
logy  finr  YSfying  the  maimer  ofsudi  proceedii%;s» 
seems  to  hanre  audunriaecL 

F<Hr  example,  one  of  the  heaviest  of  Napoleon^s 
complaints  is  made  against  the  restriction  of  the 
limits  withm  whidi  he  might  take  exercise  without 
the-ooanpany  of  a  BntLsh  office,  wlueh,  instead  of 
estencBng  to  twdre  miles  in  eireumftrence,  were  ' 
contracted  to  twoKthirds  of  that  space.  Everything 
bsk  this  wodd  is  rdative,  and  we  can  conceive  the 
loss  of  one-dufd  of  hb  ezerdsiiig  ground  to  have 
been,  at  this  moment,  a  more  sineoe  sulgect«of  dis- 
tress to  NapoIe6n,'dum  the  loss  of  a  kingdom  while 
he  yet  governed  Europe.  The  apology  alleged  for 
dus  was  the  disposition  wludi  Napdeon  seemed  to 
diow,  to  cultivate  the  acqu«ntaftce  of  the  inhafait- 
anits  of  St  Heletaa- more  than  it  was 'advisable  that 
be  should  have  the  opportunity  of  dmng.  •  We  can 
easily  omeeive  this  to  be  true ;  for  not  mily  mq^t 
Napoleon  be  disposed,  fiom  policy,  to  make  finends 
ammig  the  better  classes  by  hb  irresistible  concilia- 
tion  <^  mamMis,  and  of  the  lower  dass  by  ftmiiiarity 
and  largesses ;  but  he  must  also  be  supposed,  ^witb 
the  fedii^  tiaCural  to  humani^  in  distiess,  to  seel^ 
•ome^liltle  variety  ftom^the  monotony  of  existenee. 
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iMMt  Ibtle  resomptioii  of  anmexion  with  tlie  htunatf 
vaoe,  from  which,  his  few  followers  excepted,  he  was 
in  a  nuumer  exdtided*  But  this  aptitude  to  mingle 
with  sudi  society  as  chance  threw  within  his  reach; 
ki*hi»  very  limited  range,  nught  perhaps  have  beetf 
indidged  mthout  the  posdbility  of  his  making  a&y 
bad  use  ofit,  especially  dnoe  no  one  could  ent«r  these 
grounds  without  passes  and  orders.  The  limits  were 
shortly  after  restored  by  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  to><h0ir 
eriginal  extent,  Napobon  having  dedared  that  un-i 
lf8s.this>were  the  case,  he  would  not  consent  to  td» 
SKSfcise,  or  observe  the  usual  means  of  keepinghtm- 
ad^ia  health. 

The  injunction  requiring  that  Buoni^arte  dmuld 
daily  be  seen  by  anorderly  officer,  was,  under'Sir 
Hudson  Lowers  authority,  as  it  had  beenunder  duM 
of  Sir  George  Cockbum,  the  subject  of  Buonafwrtei'a 
most  violent  opposition.  He 'aftcted  to  apprehend 
that  it-  waste  be  enforced  by  poadve  violence,  and 
carried  this  so  &r.  as  to  load  fire-arms,  with  the  idea  of 
lasistiog  by  force  any  attempt  of  an  ordaJy  officer«t(^ 
insbt4iponperforming  this  part  of  his  duty.  Heak 
ludes  resentfiilly  to  the<»rcum8lance  in  his  angry  i»*' 
tiorview  with  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  upon  the  17&*Miqr, 
1816.  Yet,  of  all  unjdeasant  r^pilirtions  tawludi'»> 
prisoner  is  subjected  by  bis  captivity,  thatii^pearsdiew 
least  otgectionable,  which,  assuring  us  from  8pace4o- 
space  that  the  person  of  theprison^  is  secure,  enaUbr 
us,in  theinterval,to  leavehim  a  mttchgreatonriiapedf 
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personal  freedom  thsn  otkerwiie  couhl  be  permiltedy 
beeause  the  sliortneasofeiuJiiiilerTd  does  not  attow 
1dm  tittte  to  nee  it  in  escape.  Nererthelemi  Sir  Hud^ 
Min  Lowe^  as  already  hmted,  was  content  in  this  case 
lo  yidd  to  the  Tbient  threats  of  Napoleon,  and  ra- 
ther soffiMT  the  daty  to  be  exercised  imperfectly  and 
by  dianee,  than  nm  the  risk  of  his  prisoner  perish* 
iag  in  ^be  sSUty  wUch  hia:  obstinacy  threatoied* 
Peihape  the  Gofemor  may  be  in  this  case  rather  cen- 
fared  si  baring  given  up  a  pomt  impressed  npon  him 
by  his  orq[mal  instruodons,  thsn  blamed  for  exeott« 
ting  them  too  strictly  against  the  remarkable  person 
who  was  his  prisoner.  We  cannot  but  repeat  the 
d]^ni(N!i  we  hare  befen  l6d  to  form,  that,  could  Buona- 
parteV  bodily  presence  hare  been  exactly  ascertidned 
firom  time  to  dme,  his  rambks  through  the  whole  of 
tlw  isfamd  night  IwTe  been  "permitted,  even  without 
flie  presence  of  a  naMtary  officer. 

-  Thb  ^egubdon  was  another  (xrcumstanoe,  of 
which  Napoleon  most  heavily  comphfined.  He  re^ 
ggrded  the  company  of  such  attendant  as  a  mark  of 
Mm  defeat  and  imprisonment,  and  resolved,  therefore, 
rather  to  submit  to  remain  within  the  limits  of  the 
grounds  of  Longwood,  narrow  as  they  were,  than,  by 
•tirring  without  them,  to  expose  himself  to  the  ne* 
cesriQr  of  admitting  the  company  of  this  odious  guar. 
dam.  It  may  bo  Aought,  that  in  thus  judging,  Na* 
poloon  did  not  adopt  the  most  ^ilosophical  or  even 
Hht  wisest  opbion.    Misfortune  in  war  is  no  dis« 
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gm{  ilBd'td  U  piiibM  bto  bdeti  th^ldt  b£(b*e 
liW  bofli  of  kb^  «tia  emt>eror8.  TbeotdMj  offi- 
cei^  dao,  whti  were  ready  t6  acconip«ny  I^apolebti 
in  Uis'ridbs  loq^t  be  oft^  men  of  infbnnAtioii  and 
atedrnpUklinietit ;  and  their  society  and  conterBiition 
cbtild  not  but  have  added  some  variety  to  iifs  b6 
litUe  dxinrandfiedW  those  spent  by  Napoleon. 

Th6  planer,  UoweVer,  was  incapable  <^  denting- 
atirofinim^  fibm*  itojr  sudi  sbnrd^  It  might  hi  ai 
i^dl  expected  that  the  occtipant  of  a  dungeon  should 
aittus^  himself  iddi  botaniibg  in  the  ditches  which 
moat  it  round.  Napoleon  could  not  fi>iget  what  he 
had  been  abd  what  he  was,  and  plainly  eonfetted  by^ 
13s  ccnoduct  diatlie  was  oont^t^  rather  to  die,  thto 
to' apfieir  in  pdtiic  wearbg  the  badge  of  Ms  £bte» 
1&^  one  wlio  was  idttfaig  dt>#ti'  tddgn^  tbit. 

WlSie  so  aveVse  to  this  r^gdfttbn,  Napoleoii  had 
i^6i  t^en  th^  pop^  iihod^  of  escaping  from  its'ili- 
fldeWde.  Sir  George  Coclbutn,  upon  his  rem6n:. 
stMlce  after  his  first  arrival,  had  granted  to  him 
ti'  i^jfesdiAiiiHi  £rom  the  attendlmce  of  an  orderl^ 
olftc^^,  at  leatot  ill  his  i^cuncidiatel  company  or  vici- 
nity^. Tl&rpiivaegewdisucbdenly  withdraw  while 
tlt^  AMIratwiu  yet  upon  the  ishmd,  and  both  Na- 
paiikm^  add'  the  viubioti^'  St^  Helena  anthors,  Las 
Ci^'iif  ps^Cidiur,  make  the  most  bitter  comidainto 
on  ith^  tantaliaing  conduct  of  Sur  George  Cockbuxtoi 

TOt.  IX.  o 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


1^0  LIFX  OF 

whogv^e  an  iiidulga»?e,  as it  would  MfWy  <nily  wUh 
the  cruel  view  of  recaUing  it  the  next  monung.  The 
truth  Lb  here  told,  but  not  the  whole  truth.  .  Napo- 
leon had  engaged  to  the  Admiral,  that,  in  consider- 
ation of  this  indulgence,  he  would  not  enter  into  any 
U(itercour8e  with  any  of  the  inhabitants  whom  he 
might  meet  during  the  time  of  his  excursion.  He 
chose  to  break  through  his  promise  the  very  first 
t|me  that  he  rode  out  alone,  or  only  with  his  suite ; 
and  hence  Sir  George  Cockburn,  ccmsidering  faith 
as  broken  with  him,  recalled  the  permission  altoge- 
ther. It  was  not,  therefore,  with  a  good  grace,  that 
Napoleoncomplained  of  the  want  of  inclinatioii,  on 
the  part  of  the  Goyemor,  to  restore  an  indulgence 
to  him,  wUch  he  had  almost  instantly  made  a  use  of 
that  was  contrary  to  his  express  engagement.  The 
tnith  is,  that  the  Ex-Emperor  had  his  own  peculiar 
manner  <^  viewing  his  own  case.  He  considered 
every  d^p^ee  of  leniency,  which  was  at  any  time  ex- 
erdsed^  as  a  restoryttien  of  some  small  portion  of  that 
liberty,  of  which  he  conceived  himself  to  be  deprived 
iUegfdly  and  tyrannically ;  and  scrupled  no  more  to 
emi^oy  what  he  got  in  endeavouring  to  attain  a  far- 
ther degree  of  freedom,  than  the  prisoner  whose 
hand  is  extricated  firom  fetters  would  hesitate  to  em- 
ploy it  in  freeing  his  feet.  There  can  be  no  doubt, 
tjiat  if  by  means  of  such  a  privilege  as  riding  with- 
out the  attendance  of  aq  officer,  he  could  have  ar- 
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Pinged  or  fiualhated  any  mode  of  final  escape,  he 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  use  it  to  that  effect. 

But)  on  the  other  hand,  such  being  hb  way  of 
dunkbg,  and  haidly  disgtused,  it  put  die  Governor 
strongly  on  his  guard  against  granting  any  relaxa- 
tbn  of  the  vigilanoe  necessary  fin*  effectually  con- 
fining him.  Indulgences  of  dus  nature  are,  so  far  as 
they  go,  a  spedea  of  confidence  rq)oeed  in  the  cap- 
tive by  the  humanity  of  his  ke^er,  and  cannot,  in 
perfect  good  fidth,  be  used  to  purposes,  which  must 
lead  to  die  disgrace,  or  perb^  the  ruin,  of  the 
party  who  grants  them.  I^  therefore.  Napoleon 
showed  himself  determined  to  hold  a  doser  and 
more  firequent  intercourse  with  the  natives  of  St  He« 
lena,  and  the  strangers  who  visited  the  island,  than 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  approved,  it  only  remained  fiir  the 
latter  to  take  care  that  sndi  interviews  should  not 
occur  without  *  witness,  by  altering  to  tl^  restric- 
tions, which  required  that  a  Bytish  officer  should  at* 
tend  upon  the  more  distant  excursions  of  the  hard« 
ruled  captive. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  this  intercourse  with  the 
inhabitants,  and  others  who  visited  St  Helena,  was 
no  imaginary  danger,  but  actually  existed  to  a  con« 
siderable  extent,  and  for  purposes  calculated  to  alarm 
Sir  Hudson  Lowers  watchftdness,  and  to  transgress 
in  a  most  material  respect  his  instructions  from  go^ 
vemment.  The  disclosures  ofGeneralGourgaud  are 
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M  Um^  tpointo  diddve.  Tbtt  oficor ''  hadiio  dtfb 
aaHtj  in  awfongt  thai  there  JbitahniyteBuatcdafiDee 
and  wmitcamiptad  commnniimfkMi  belwkt  dio  iidi*- 
bitMitg  of  Longirood  md.  the  oomrtryv  indMHitftlJe 
loKMrladgeov  iiiteryciitkm.of  the  CrovaiUMr ;  andifait 
this  Jias  been  made  lueot^  not  only  &T  the  pnqoo^^ 
leoeiving  and  tiaBBmkting  lettera,.but  for  thatiof 
traoandttiiig  pasqfdilets,.  monejr,  and  other  asMer^ 
of  whi^  the  party  in  Longwood.naghtlroni  time  to 
ttneharebeeninirant;  andthattfaecortespondflDoe 
mas  fiMT  the  most  part  carried -otti  direct  with  Greafc 
Bito&u  That  the  persons  eaqdc^ediinit  were  those 
Englishmen  wfa&fiiom  timeit^tkne  vint  SttHeloia^ 
to.all  of  whom  the.attendants^andacrvants  of  ^Buori 
naparte  have  fieeaeeess,  and 'Wfae^gaieraUj  qpisak^ 
ing,  are  wiOing,  many  of  th«n<widiwitrewaxd,aaA 
others  for  very-  smaU  peoimiaiy  oonsiderationsy  to 
oen^ey  to  Europe  any^letter'Orpacketiiiirasted  to 
their  charge.  It  woi^d  ^ipenr  idso^^that  thecap^ 
tains  and  others  on  board  die  merchant  «bip8teuoh«< 
ing  at  the  island,  whether  belonging  to  ^eEaat  In^ 
ditk  (Company)  or  to  other  persons,^  ace  considered.at 
Longwood  as^bdng  peoiliady  open  to  the  seduoticm. 
of  Bttonaparte^stalents;  samuchso^  that*  the  inha- 
bitants^JLongwoodhaverqiaaded  it  asa  matter  of 
sattU  {^Aenlty  4o  pnoouseti  passage  ^on  iboaid  one  t>f 
tbeaesh^for  General  Btionayarte,  if  esome  shonld 
;     '/v .    CL  >  V  €#  ,tv'9 1  \^.    -tM'    y>^,<  .i  .  ^  6  /cc  I , 
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ill  (oDfnflNiMtei  t<tf  wliftt  is  4d>^  4^^ 
toe  jcomnmrnoaiiatt  btttmiMt  St  HelaiuiMUl  Earope, 
•oemAe'wMbttoil  stmytold  bjr  Th  AnUMamrM^ 
«rm  ttttubttr  of  eopm  oif  Dr  O'Meam's  hoA  hmg 
MiJgi^  Mh»re  «t  St  Heloia,  imder  the  disguise  rf 
«Melsdiiitti9itiledty«Tel%io^  Anotliarui- 

stance  is  mentioDed  by  Count  Las  Cases^  who^iriMi 
weat099AAom  Jjmgwoodj  and  ddbarred  Stom  peiste- 
lAf  .eomnMauMting  miib  im  master,  >ftit  com^eraMe 
dtftecdQr  in  disooremg  a  mode^df  eoweying  to  Urn 
ao&nieod  neddaeeief  greait  Talw,  i^idi  had  been 
li^nMted^ioiiMdDosping,  and  wUoh  |i{i^oIeon  ni^^ 
iPMSt  nfbsrhis^lepartaire.  H«  ad^bessed  «t  hatafd 
Ae  first  dnosiit4oeUb|f{ierM^ 
wood,  and'  con|ured  him  in  die  mast  pathetic  ina»- 
ner,  to  take  <Aarge  of  die  pad»t.  The  etranger 
daekened  hii  pace  irithout  speddng^  and  pemted  to 
his  coat-poobet.  Las  Cases  dropt  in  the  padcet; 
sMdAe  jeiirels,  thus  consign^  to  ihe  fiiithof  an  un- 
known pet«on,  teached  tbm  owner  in  safety. 

It  is  faenourable  to  hnmanity,  that  distress  of  al* 
nost  any  kind,  bat  especialfy  that  which  affects  tihe 
Imagbiation  by  exciting  the  metnory  of  fkUai  greats 
ness,  shocdd  fiad  assistai^  e^en  among  diose  who 
were  enemies  to  that  greatness  when  in  proi^>etii)r. 
Bnt  it  was  Uie  duty  g£  the  Gwrembr  to  take  heed, 
diat  neither  overstrained  notiens  rf  rMtttk  com^ 
passbn  and  generoflityi  nor  the  tenqptilion  of  worM 
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motifii,  dioiild  letd  to  Any  comfaimtioii  wliich  might 
finutratebiidiligieiice;  aod.NapoleoiihaTiiigatonce 
avirioe  and  the  excess  of  generosity  to  solicit  in  his 
fiiYOur,  the  Governor  naturally  secluded  him  as  mudi 
as  he  could  from  those  individuals,  who  might  be 
liable  to  begained  over  to  his  interest  by  such  power- 
fid  sedu^^ns. 

Upon  the  7th  January  1818,  the  government  of 
Britain  intimated  thar  approbation  o£  the  enlarge* 
ment  <^  Napoleon^s  bounds  of  exerdse  to  the  ordi-^ 
nary  lonits  which  had  been  for  a  time  restricted;  and, 
in  order  to  preserve  for  him  the  oj^rtunity  of  keep* 
ing  up  society  with  such  oi  the  people  of  the  island 
as  he  might  desire  to  recdve  on  business,  or  as  visit* 
ors,  the  fblloiqng^ regulation  was  adopted:— 

<<  Respectbg  the  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants, 
I  see  no  material  objection  to  the  placing  it  upon  the 
f^^^ting  recently  suggested  by  Count  Bertrand,  as  it 
is  one  which  he  represents  would  be  more  consonant 
to  General  Buimaparte's  wishes.  The  Count^s  pro* 
position  is,  that  a  list  of  a  given  number  of  persons, 
resident  in  the  island,  should  be  made  out,  who  shall 
be  at  once  admitted  to  Longwood  on  the  General^ 
own  invitati(m,  without  a  previous  iqpplication  bdng 
made  to  your  excellency  on  each  invitation.  You 
will,  therefore,  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  accede 
to  the  suggestions  of  Count  Bertrand ;  andyouwilL 
for  this  purpose  direct  him  to  presait  to  you,  for  your 
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approbation,  a  list  of  persons,  not  exceeding  fifty  in 
number,  resident  in  tibe  island,  who  may  be  admit- 
ted to  Longwood  at  reasonable  hours,  without  any 
other  pass  than  the  invitation  of  General  Buonaparte, 
it  being  understood  that  they  are  on  each  occasion 
to  deliver  in  the  invitation  as  a  voucher,  with  their 
names,  at  the  barrier.  In  giving  your  approbation  to 
the  list,  you  will,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  your 
duty,  consult  the  wishes  of  General  Buonaparte ;  but 
you  will  let  it  be  clearly  understood,  that  you  reserve 
to  yourself  a  discretionary  power  of  erasing  firom  the 
list,  at  any  time,  any  of  those  individuals,  to  whom 
yo(U  may  have  found  it  inexpedient  to  continue  such 
extraordinary  fadlity  of  access ;  and  you  will  take 
special  care,  that  a  report  be  always  made  to  you  by 
the  orderly  officer,  of  the  several  persons  admitted  to 
liongwood  upon  General  Buonaparte^s  invitation.^ 

We  have  touched  upon  these  various  subjects  of 
grfevance,  not  as  being  the  only  causes  of  dispute^ 
oar  rather  of  violent  discord,  which  ensted  betwixt 
the  Ex-Emperor  of  France  and  the  Govelbor  of  St 
Hdena,  for  tUbre  were  many  others.  It  is  not  in  our 
purpose,  however,  nor  even  in  our  power,  to  give  a 
detailed  or  exact  history  of  these  particular  quarrels, 
but  merely  to  mark,— as  our  duty,  in  this  a  very  pain- 
ful one,  demands, — ^whatwas  thecharacter  and  general 
€Cope  of  the  debate  which  was  so  violently  conducted 
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Itpd  N«p<^^n,j9(r  (Wi^  their  958pp^ifp^t^^if(^tg 
JWid  foUoyeiV)  VM  turned  in^  iflf^teir  of  ofcqu^p  pn  thf 
,<Wi^  ?i^e,or  ihe  otlver,  flnd  us  8Uft|jijrj^l|r  cjfnj^^cd. 
^tjb  ^\f9,  th»t,,w^  tpo^ur^tes  »pp)Q(^,^,f)^t«t, 
^  niost  B5?pc»ftil  situatippp  and  l>9/?iUfl|^  ^(^l^e  j^ 

;;^?S»,i>r  of  fjtiqnette,.  vl;^i9b  accwjred  /^  §t  M^f* 
l^  f^  ^  JHudBOB  Lo?r-e,  thip  pr^j^^ jmd  lenfi- 

of  Uatoty  to  trace  ^Jljii^  tfjOftf^ffi^i  ^apd  j^^ 
possibility,  unless  for  one  present  on  the  spot,  and 
possessed  of  i^l  Ae  Jf^jf^  fo^fatfido^  ||tt(^^g 

^  Wlg<^t  <*f  9«Wt<'J^  t?  jud|^,f  hid?  ^  <il!i?^y»f 
,^^?w?roB«. 

.  J^  y^d  fe9,  ,ij^^-,<^y  f>r  ,uf,  J»fWdr9g  (a^ 
upd  i?«wot?  ftom  th^  figi/iiitjbg  t^aiEg!^>  <fi  B» 

*  -T^W  *#«3W*  .w»^.9^  wq?s?fi?i?if  m  iw^»  MwJ  ?f 
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W»re  JP^I^  4}|^  ^  CfunmiQ  4aa»,  irjio  ne?^  pq«. 
«;nif^  tbe  Qpe,  and  f^fJcd  no  cliHfp  ,tp  ft)ie  o^v. 

iieiibex  wpuldtt  ^  .^ifl^q^t  ^or  ^8^,^fljD(5ew# 
GpeviHfiKnr  qf  j^  Hftjfpft,  iji  ^  Ontifict,  ;who3^tmJ(i0g 
ijbe  reviliog  m4  prfiPT<3«ichc3  ,wUb  .vJ^-be  fw.w  ||4I 
Qcoa^^Ds  loii4^  t](3r  J^wnaparte,  as  l^  idle  f<AJh 
di^p  9f  a  stozm,  v^nch  mu9t  fapwl  anmnd  whatc^^r 
it  m^etfi  in  its  coiji^se,  would,  with  paUence  and 
eimaoiioiity^  h^ye  1^(9^  tbe  teoope^t  to  exfmd 
iu  rage,  ipd  die  aw|iy  in  ^epb[ies9,  ihfi  soowr  jAiyt 
it  Auod  itself  imremted*  We  cmoopeeiye«uphji 
peOBon  wrappiog  Wwelf  up  in  hiif  own  yktjae^  m4^ 
while  l^e  discliiMsed  ti9  hjs  countcy  Jthe  duty  die  hi^ 
ij^ruftt^d  il^  hiflo,  $tmmg,  At  tjbe  ime  iime,  hy  8im^ 
a(;jtif  Qf  indidg^Q^e  its  mgj^t  k^  thfi  mare  0;ati%u9^ 
l^cpie  ^I^  1^9  jBsq^t^,  Qr  pe^Jbig^  i^eicii^j  itQ 
np^  Aqf^  the  ^en^eiBs  which  fhe  hardship  of  hit. 
4f^fam  ««*»r/|ljy  iioopc^e^  m  tl^  j>woiw.    W^ 

qfg/sKeri  Qffmmi^  Aft  la  xq^  i^f  ^»<^  ^t^re  ttpp^ 

i^%ii)i  h^efomd  v^eaos,  m  »me  hippy  poin^pt»  ^ 
q^^^ttlMihUgbiiig  f  tol|^  fi^pstei^^hle  gqo4  wAn:- 
8fim4mg,  ifm»  befNotfeU  /oordi^^s  >Yhieh>  ^VN^iU^ 

veu^ns  and  troubles,  h^tb  oOhfic^tk^  m4  otAii 
^lemor.  Mlbl«ifsr^«a^/BpiiP^7«d.  Bn^in 
01^  Ao  %m  the  4dfi>  pf  such  liiDm^  r/&  ]t»i^  jwpt 
poif  hin,  in  die  aa0  in  ^ueitim*  AtoiciUy  mpwr 
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BiTe  to  insults  of  the  grossest  kind,  insults  poured 
on  him  before  he  had  done  anything  which  could  de- 
senre  them,  and  expressed  in  a  manner  which  plain-^ 
ly  intimated  the  determination  of  Napoleon  to  place 
himself  at  once  on  the  most  hostile  terms  with  him^ 
This  must  have  required  the  most  uncommon  shate  of 
calmness  and  candour.  It  is  more  natural  that  such' 
a  fonctionary  as  the  Groyemor  of  St  Helena«-<*feeling* 
the  impulse  of  ill  usage  from  a  quarter  where  no  re-^ 
gular  satisfaction  could  be  had,— >if  he  did  not  use  the' 
power  which  he  held  for  the  time,  to  the  actual  an- 
noyance and  vexation  of  the  party  by  whom  he  had 
been  deliberately  insulted,  should  be  apt  at  least  to  be* 
come  indi£Perent  how  much,  or  how  little,  his  prisoner 
was  affected  ly^  the  measures  which  he  adopted,  and  to 
go  forward  with  the  necessary  means  of  confining^ 
the  person,  -without  being  so  solicitous  as  he  m^ht 
otherwise  have  been,  to  spare  the  feeHligs.  An  <^c^, 
termed  to  his  ftce,  a  liar,  a  brigand,  an  tenssin,  a 
robber,  a  hangman,  has  few  terms  to  keep  with  him' 
by  whom  he  has  been  loaded  with  such  unwcHrdiy^ 
epithets ;  and  who,  in  using  them,  may  be  conndtred 
as  having  decUured  mortal  war,  and  disclaimed  A^ 
courtesy,  while  he  defied  the  power,  of  the  porfloa^ 
to  whom  he  addressed  them. 

In  the  same  manner,  judging  with  the  coolness  4^ 
a  third  pa^,  wcf  should  be  indmed  to  say,  that  die* 
immediate  attendantsand  folkmersof  NapoleMmiglit 
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have  here  tervcd  tbdr  master  more  effeetnaDy,  hf 
endesTouriiig  to  aecommo^ate  the  subjects  o£  cKs* 
pate  with  &x  Hndeoa  Lowe,  than  by  aggravatrng 
and  carrying  them  still  further  by  thm  own  subor^ 
nate^Kscctsooiis  widt  the  Governor  and  his  aides-do^ 
camp,  and  thus  heating  their  master^s  passions  by 
Aeir  own.  But  while  that  was  the  line  of  condact 
to  be  desired,  it  is  imposriUe  to  deny  that  another 
wm  more  naturaUy  to  be  expected.  Generals  Bei^ 
tnind,  Montholon,  and  Gourgaud,  were  all  soldiers 
of  high  reputation,  who,  rising  to  fame  un^  N^po* 
leoB^s  eye,  had  sem  their  own  laurels  flourish  along 
widi  his.  In  the  hour  of  adversity,  they  had  most 
landriUy  and  honourably  followed  him,  and  were 
now  riianng  with  him  the  years  of  solitude  and  exile, 
it  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  they^ 
wemsedof  their  own  restrained  and  solitary  condi* 
tkm^  enraged,  too,  at  everything  which  appeared  to 
add  to. the  calamitous  condition  of  thdbr  fallen  mas^ 
tar,,  should  be  more  disposed  to  increase  the  angry 
qpirit  which  mimifested  itself  on  both  sides,  than,  by 
inlerponng  their  mediation,  to  endeavour  to  compose 
jars  which  might  well  render  Napoleon^s  state  more 
irritable  and  uncomfortable,  but  could  not,  in  any  • 
point  of  view,  tend  to  his  comfort,  peace,  or  even 
re^eetafaility. 

But  perhaps  we  might  have  been  best  entitled  to 
hope,  &(Hn  the  high  part  which  Ni^leon  bad  (days* 
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ed  ill  ll»  ivoAd^ -from  rihe  eKWBl  lof  U^ 
Ae  nMfcundi  ptide4oiflii)g  ^fieosi  'i^  ^onscimuness  of 
iplenVflQme  indifiimiice  towiaidsolgects'of  mese  finm 
wd  oeseiBmiy,  isome  c^mfidence  in  the  gemune  duurac* 
ter/cf  Jiift  owntnatural  ^f^ratioii,  and  a  Boide  attempt 
of  the  dumge  ^hioh  foiatune  could  make  qb  ^diciui* 
tIaiicetiaroiuidUm.  We  might  have  hoped  tlMtioie 
viibie  mental  sopenority  >07er  the  rest  si  bk  spaeiai 
wtm  SQ  undeniable,  vould  haire  hoea  the  laat4o:aaek 
wUk  imgNaaeBB  to  setain  ^  frippery  and'fiaathiim  «f 
iriuch  the  wind  xifiadk^Eae  (fortune  had  atnipped  him, 
^  «o  he  t0naci0Hs  icf  that  (ed^ueftte,  arhioh  4ieir^  if 
yiddod  to  hitt  i^  all,  could  jonly  have  haen  ffimm  hf 
oompasaion.  We  might  hrre  ihou^  ihe  c&mffmm 
ki  fio  many  biood^  confficts  wx)uld»  eyenyjwuyaiiai 
cft^on,  hav^  thought  k  hi^nealii  him  tx>  enter  on  a 
war  b£  words  wkh  die  Governor  #f  aai  iskt  m  the 
Atlantic  where  foul  laagua^  could  be  die  <mly  wiea* 
pon  on  eiliheir  aid^,  arui  hdd  it  a  yet  greater  dean 
gi^joB,  ae  fiir  to  liqr  eside  his  Ugh  chaKaclsr,  aa 
to  be  die  first  to  engage  in  «o  ignoble  a  oenfliefU 
It  m^9  ^B  sfaimld  have  supposed,  hare  heep  an* 
liaipatfid  I^  audi  a  pnion,  not  only  iSiat  calm 
Ipid  patieirt  andurance  of  inevitable  miafortonea  is 
the  noblest  m^ans  of  sunnomnting  them,  but  4hat 
even  with  a  view  to  his  liberty,  such  conduot  would 
have  been  most  advisable,  because  mosfpoiitic.  The 
ptep}e  rf  £i»ope,  and  eapeeiiUy  of  Britmn,  would 
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have  been  mudi  looiier  apt  to  unite  in  tbe  widi  to 
see  him  lemoyed  firom  confinement,  had  he  home 
himidf  with  philosophical  ralmneia,  than  teeiDg 
him,  as  they  did,  still  evincing  within  his  naifow 
sphere  the  restless  and  intriguing  temper  whidi  had 
so  long  disturbed  the  world,  and  which  now  showed 
itsdf  so  engrained  in  his  constitution,  as  to  lead  him 
on  to  the  unworthy  species  of  warfare  which  we  have 
just  described.  But  the  loftiest  and  proudest  beings 
of  mere  humanity  are  like  the  image  which  the  As^ 
Syrian  numarch  beheld  in  his  dream,— blended  of  va- 
noMS-  ntttak,  unking  that  i^ich  i»  vile  widi  those 
whidi  are  ittost  precious;  that  which  is  fiaU^  n^bftk, 
and  unsubstantial,  with  what  is  most  pierdurable  and 
atamigi  Napoloim^  like  mttiy^an^fimperaramd^Mo 
beforehim,  sunk  under  his  own  passions  iiftethiw6ii{g 
Tanquished  nations,  and  became  in  his  exile  the  pr^y 
c(  petty  sp^n,  which  ranked  him  dmost  ^  firenqr, 
and  induced  him  to  haMrd  hi^  heddi^  m^'petliips 
even  to  throw  away  his  life,  rather  than  submit  with 
dignified  patience  to  that  which  his  misfortttnes^faad 
rendered  unavoidable. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Napoleon's  domestic  habits — Manner  in  which  he  Spent  the 
day-^is  Dress. — Nature  of  the  Fragments  of  Memoirs  he 
dictated  to  Messrs  Qourgaud  and  Monihohn.-^His  par* 
tieular  taste  in  Bdles  Lettres  led  him  to  admire  Ossian, — 
His  attachment  to  the  Drama-'^efers  Racine  and  Comeille 
to  ToHaire* — Dislike  of  Tacitus. — His  Vindication  of  the 
Charoeter  of  Ojssot. — His  bduiviour  towards  Me  I^sons  of 
Ms  HousehM^JmusementsandExerdses. — His  Character 
qfSir  FuUeney  Malcolm. — Degree  of  his  Intercourse  with 
Oie  Islanders y  and  with  Visitors  to  the  Island. — Interview 
VfUk  Captain  Basil  HaU-^-with  Lord  Amherst  and  the  Gen* 
ikmen  attached  to  the  Chinese  Embassy* 

The  unpleasant  and  discreditable  disputes,  of 
which  we  have  given  some  account  in  the  last  chap-> 
ter^  form,  unhappily,  the  most  marked  events  of  Na- 
poleon^s  latter  life.  For  the  five^years  and  seven 
months  that  he  remained  in  the  island  of  St  Helena, 
few  circumstances  occurred  to  vary  the  melancholy 
tenor  of  his  existence,  excepting  those  which  affected 
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his  temper  othkhealtb*  Of  tbe  general  ceiuesiiiflu- 
encuig  the  fonner,  we  have  ffr&i  some  account ;  the 
latter  we  shall  hereafter  allude  to.  Our  present  ob- 
ject is  a  short  and  general  yiew  of  his  personal  and 
domestic  habits,  while  in  this  melancholy  and  seclu- 
ded habitation. 

Napoleon^s  life,  until  his  health  began  to  give  way^ 
was  of  the  most  regular  and  monotoiK>u8  character. 
Haying  become  a  very  indifferent  sleeper,  perhaps 
from  his  custom  of  assigning  during  the  active  part 
of  his  life  no  precise  time  for  repose,  his  hours  of  ri- 
aing  were  uncertain,  depending  upon  the  rest  which 
he  had  enjoyed  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  night 
It  followed  from  this  irregularity,  that  during  the  day 
time  he  occasionally  fell  asleep,  for  a  few  minutes, 
upon  his  couch  or  arm-chair.  At  times  his  &yourite 
yale^de-chambre,  Marchand,  read  to  him  while  in 
bed  until  he  was  composed  to  rest,  the  best  remedy, 
perhaps,  for  that  course  of  '^  thick-conung  fancies,'' 
which  must  so  ofl'  have  disturbed  the  repose  of  one 
in  circumstances  so  singular  and  so  melancholy.  So 
soon  as  Napoleon  arose  from  bed,  he  either  began  to 
dictate  to  one  of  his  generals,  (Montholon  pr  Gour- 
gaud  generally,)  and  placed  upon  record  such  pas- 
sages of  his  remarkable  ^fe  as  he  desired  to  preserve ; 
or,  if  the  weather  and  his  inclination  suited,  he  went 
put  for  an  hour  or  two  on  horseback. .  He  sometimes 
breakfasted  in  his  own  apartment,  sometimes  with  his 

-10 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


9SA  t'l^kfcMir 

d^hJbUf-cMte.  Th^fote  pairt  of  theday  Uk  xMHOf 
dkdt^  to  lrg«flbg,  oi"  dietatiil^  to  6n^  or  otUer  of  IxS^ 
stiite^ftkid  about  twt)  01^  three  d^clock  received' sdiili* 
TMtots  as  liad  permisricm  to  wait  upon  hitn.  Au 
airing  in  the  carriage  or  on  horseback  genially  stid-' 
of^bAUi  thiiit^specleii  df  l^de,  cbVhich  o6cai^6ns 
he  wiEUr  att&hdM  by  aU  his  suite.  Thenr  hors^^ 
litxp^ed  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hbpe,  i^er^  6t  d 
^d  rate  and  hahdsdme  appearance.  On'rc^tunmigf 
ftbni  hiis  airiiigs^  he  again  resumed  the  book^  o^ 
cSrus^d  his  amanuenikis^take  up  the  pen  until  diimer' 
tim«^  which  wa^  about  eight  o^clock  at  night  He 
]^erred  plaiii  food,  md  eat  plentifully,  and  wftlit 
air  ajpparent  a^pietite.  A  very  few  glasses  of  dairet; 
scarce  amoiiHiting  td  an  English  pint  in  all,  afad 
dnefly  drank  during  the  time  of  dinner,  completed 
his  meal.  Sdmetlmes  lie  drank  champagnd ;  btlt  l3k 
constitutional  sdbriety  was  such,  that  a' large  glaii' 
of  that  more  generous  wine  imimediately"  brough'ta 
degree  of  colour  td  his  cheek.  No  man  appears^  t&' 
have  been  in  a  less  degree  than  Napoleon,  sulgedt  td" 
the  influence  of  thosfe  appetites  which  man  has  in 
common  with  the  lower  nmge  of  nature.  He  nev^' 
took  more  than  two  meals  a-day,  and  concluded  each 
with  a  small  cup  of  coffee.  After  dinner,  ches^^ 
caM^,  a  volume  of  light  literature,  read  aloud  for  the 
benefit  of  his  suite,  or  general  conversation,  in  which 
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the  ladies  of  hk  satte  occadonally  joined^  served  to 
eomume  the  eveniiig  till  ten  or  ekveti,  about  which* 
time  he  retired  to  his  i^artment,  and  went  imme* 
diatdy  to  bed. 

We  may  add  to  this  brief  accoimt  oi  NapoIeon^s 
domestic  habits,  that  he  was  very  attentiye  to  the 
duties  of  the  toilette.  He  uusaQy  aj^eared  in  the 
momii^  in  a  whiie  night-gown,  with  loose  trowsers 
and  stoddiigs  joined  in  one,  a  chequered  red  Madras 
handkerchief  round  his  head,  and  his  shirt  collar 
open.  When  dressed,  he  wore  agreen  uniform,  very 
plainly  made,  and  without  ornament^  similar  to  that 
which  by  its  simpUci^  used  to  mark  the  Sovereign 
among  the  splendid  dresses  of  die  Tuilleries,  wMfee 
waistcoaty  and  white  or  nankeen  breeches,  with  silk 
atockmgs,  and  shoes  with  gold  buddes^  a  black  stock, 
a  triangular  eodced  hat,  of  Ae  kind  to  be  seen  in  aH 
the  CMrieatuzes,  with  a  very  smidl  tri^coloured  cock« 
ade  He  usually  wore,  when  in  foil  dress,  the  riband 
and  Ghrand  Cross  of  the  Lq^ion  of  Honour. 

Such  were  the  personal  habits  of  Napoleon^  on 
irluch  there  is  Kttb  for  the  imagination  to  dwells  af* 
ter  it  has  once  recdved  the  general  idea^  Tlie  cir- 
cumstance of  the  large  portion  of  his  time  employed 
m  dictation  alone  interests  our  curiosity,  ai^  makes 
us  anxious  to  know  with  what  he  could  have  found 
means  to  occupy  so  many  pages,  and  so  many  hours^ 
The  fragments  upon  military  subjects,  dictated  from 
time  to  time  to  Geierals  Gonrgaud  and  Monthoton, 
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are  not  Yolumi&ous  enot^h  to  accoant  ibr  the  leisure 
Qxpoidedr  in  this  maimer ;  and  even  irken  we  add  to 
tbem.  the  number  of  pamphlets  and  works  issuing 
from  Si  Helena^  we  sbaU  still  find  room  to  suppose, 
either  that  manuscripts  remun  which  hare  not  yet 
seen  the  light,  or  thai  Napoleon  was  a  slow  compo- 
ser, and  fastidious  in  the  choice  of  his  language.  The 
Ufit  conjecture  seems  most  probable,  as  the  Frendi 
are  particularly  scrupulous  in  the  punodlios  of  coon 
poeitioB,  and  Nap(^eon>  emperor  as  he  had  heen, 
must  have  known  that  he  would  receire  no  mercy 
from  the  critics  upon  that  particular. 

The  afowed  wori^s  themselves,  fragments  as  they 
aie,  are  extremely  interesting  in  a  military  point  of , 
view ;  and  these  in  which  the  campaigns  of  Italy  are 
described,  contain  many  most  invaluable  lessons  on 
;  the  art  of  war.  Their  political  value  is  by  no  meana 
10  consideraUe.  Gourgaud  seems  to  have  formed  a 
true  estimation  of  them,  when,  in  answer  to  Baron 
Sturmer'^s  inquiries  whether  Napoleon  was  writing 
his  history,  he  expressed  himself  thus :  ^^  He  writes 
disjointed  fragments,  which  he  will  never  finish. 
When  asked  why  he  will  not  put  history  in  poisses^ 
sion  of  the  e%»ct  fact,  he  answers  it  is  better  to  leave 
something  to  be  guessed  th«i  to  teH  too  much.  It 
would  also  seem,  that  not  considering  his  extraordi* 
nary  destinies  as  entirely  aecomplished,  he  is  un^ 
willing  to  detail  phms  which  have  not  been  executed, 
and  which/ he  may  one  day  resume  with  more  suo- 
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cess."*  To  these  retsons  for  leaving  blanki  ami  im* 
fetkcAoDM  in  his  proposed  history,  should  be  added 
the  danger  which  a  faithful  and  unreserred  nanraliye 
must  have  entailed  iqion  many  of  the  actois  in  tba 
scenes  firom  whidi  he  was  llftiBg  the  veiL  It  la  il« 
doubt  true,  that  Napoleon  seems  sy^^ematicaUy  to 
have  painted  his  enemies,  more  especially  such  as. 
had  been  once  his  adherents,  in  the  most  odious  eo» 
lours,  and  particularly  in  sudi  as  seemed  likely  ti^ 
render  them  most  obnoxious  to  the  ruKng  powers; 
but  the  same  principle  induced  him  to  spare  his 
friends,  and  to  afford  no  handle  against  them  ibr 
thdr  past  efforts  in  his  favour,  and  no  motive  &r  ta- 
king firom  them  the  power  of  rendering  him  &rthet 
SOTioe,  if  they  should  be  in  a  capacity  to  do  so. 

These  considerations  operated  as  a  dieck  upon 
the  pen  of  the  historian ;  and  it  may  be  truly  said, 
that  no  man  who  has  written  so  much  of  his  own  life, 
and  that  consisting  of  such  singular  and  important 
events,  has  told  so  little  of  himself  which  was  not 
known  before  from  other  sources*  But  the  present  is 
not  the  less  valuable ;  for  there  is  sometimes  as  much 
information  derived  from  the  silence  as  from  the  as^ 
aertions  of  him  who  aspires  to  be  his  own  tuographer ; 
and  an  apology  for,  or  vindication  of,  the  course  of 
a  remarkaUe  life,  however  partially  written,  perhaps 
conveys  the  most  information  to  the  reader,  next  to 
that  candid  confession  of  fiiults  and  errors,  which  is 
so  very  seldom  to  be  obtained  in  autoUography. 

16 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


228  LiFB  or 

Napdeoa's  Memoirs,  together  mA  tl^  labour  ap« 
patently  beitowed  upon  his  eontroverdal  paiiq>hlet8 
in^ten  against  Sir  Hudson  Lowe^seem  to  have  ftur^ 
nshed  the  most  important  part  of  his  occapatioB 
whilst  at  St  Helena,  and  psobably  aboof  hisumose- 
mtot.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  in  sickness  and 
edamity  he  cooM  ap|^  himself  to  study,  ermi  if  his 
youth  had  furnished  him  with  more  stores  to  work 
upon.  It  must  be  remembered  that  his.  whole  edu* 
(»tien  had  been  received  at  the  miHtary  sdieol  o£ 
Briexffle,  where  indeed  he  dis^yed  a  stvcmg  taste  for 
the  sciences.  But  the  studies  of  mathematics  and  al- 
gebra were  so  early  connected  and  carried  on  with  a 
iiew  to  the  mSitary  purposes  in  which  he  employed 
them,  that  it  may  be  questioned  whether  he  retain- 
ed any  rdlisb  for  prosecuting  his  scientific  pursuits 
in  the  diaract^  of  an  inqmrer  into  abstract  truths. 
The  practical  results  had  been  so  long  his  motive,  so 
long  his  otgect,  that  he  ceased  te  eiijoy  the  use  of  the 
dieoretical  means,  when  there  was  no  siege  to  be 
formed,  no  complicated  manoeuvres  to  be  arranged, 
no  great  nalitary  purpose  to  be  gained!^  the  dii^ay 
of  bis  skill, — ^but  when  all  was  to  b^in  and  end  with 
the  discussion  of  a  poUem. 

That  Napoleon  had  a  natural  turn  for  belleslettres 
is  unquestionable ;  but  his  leisure  never  permitted 
him  to  cultivate  it,  or  to  refine  his  taste  or  judgment 
en  such  subjects.  The  recommendation,  which,  in 
1783,  described  him  as  fit  to  be  sent  to  the  Military 
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SohodatPansyobierTieS)  tbat  he  is  tol^mbly  acquaint* 
cd  with  history  and  geognqphy,  but  xadier  defident 
in  polite  acoomplidiments,  and  in  the  Latin  langoage* 
At  seventeen  ydirs  oFi^  he  joined  tlie  fegiment  of 
La  Fere,  and  thus  endkdall  the  opportunities  affoid^ 
ed  him  of  r^uhur  education.  He  read,  however,  very 
extensively,  but,  like  all  young  porsimsy  wiA  little  dit« 
crimination,  and  more  to  amuse  himself  than  for  th^ 
purpose  of  instruction.  Before  he  had  arrived  at  that 
more  advanced  period  when  youdi  of  such  talest  as 
his,  and  especially  when  gifted  widi  sudi  a  ponerfol 
memory,  usually  think  of  arranging  and  dassifying 
the  information  which  they  have  eoUeded  during 
their  earlier  course  of  miscellaneous  reading,  tlie4ii> 
mults  of  Conica,  and  subsequendy  the  siege  of  Too* 
bn,  carried  him  into  diose  scenes  oi  war  and  faoal- 
ness  which  were  his  element  dornig  the  rest  of  his 
hfe,  and  down  to  the  period  we  now  i^eak  o£  / 
The  want  of  information  which  we  have  noticed, 
he  supplied,  as  most  able  men  do,  by  the  assistance 
derived  from  conversmg  with  persons  posMssing 
knowledge,  and  capable  of  communicating  it.  No 
one  was  ever  more  dexterous  than  Napoleon  at  ex* 
tracting  from  individuals  the  kind  of  information 
which  each  was  best  quafified  to  impart ;  and  in  many 
cases,  while  in  the  act  of  doing  so,  he  contrived  to 
conceal  his  own  ignorance,  even  of  that  which  he  was 
anxiously  wishing  to  know.  But  although  in  this 
manner  he  might  acquire  facts  and  results,  it  was  lm« 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


230  LIFE  OF 

possible  to  audce  himsdf  master,  on  such  easy  tenns, 
of  general  principles,  and  the  conneKioi;  betwixt 
than  and  the  eondusions  whidi  they  lead  to. 

It  was  no  less  certain,  that  though  in  this  manner 
Niqpoleon  could  obtain  by  discoursing  with  others  the 
insulated  portions  of  information  which  he  was  desi- 
rous of  acquiring,  and  though  the  knowledge  so  ac- 
quired served  his  immediate  purpose  in  public  life, 
these  were  not  habits  which  could  induce  him  to  re- 
some  those  lighter  sulgects  of  study  so  interesting 
and  delightfiil  in  youth,  1)ut  which  an  advanced  age 
is  unwilling  to  undertake,  and  slow  to  profit  by.  He 
had,  ther^re,  never  corrected  his  taste  in  the  belles 
kttres,  but  retamed  his  admiration  for  Ossian,  and 
olher  books  whidi  had  fascinated  his  early  attention. 
The  declamatory  tone,  redundancy  of  expression,  and 
exaggerated  diaracter,  of  the  poetry  aseribed  to  the 
Celtic  Bard,  suit  the  taste  of  very  young  persons ;  but 
Nqwleott^rontinued  to  retain  his  relishfor  them  to  the 
end  €£\na  life ;  and,  in  some  of  his  proclamations  and 
bulletans,  we  can  trace  the  hyperbolical  and  bombastic 
expressions  which  pass  upon  us  in  youth  for  the  sub- 
limef  but  are  rgected  as  taste  and  reason  become  re- 
fined and  improved.  There  was  indeed  this  apology 
for  Napoleon^s  lingaing  fondness  for  Ossian,  that  the 
Italian  translation,  by  Csesarotti,  is  said  to  be  one  of 
tl^  most  beautiful  specimens  of  the  Tuscan  language. 
The  work  was  almost  constantiy  beside  him. 
Historical,  philosophical,  or  mcHral  works,  seem 
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more  me\y  to  have  been  resortecl  to -for  tbe  amuse- 
ments of  Longwood.  We  have,  indeed,  been  in- 
formed, that  tbe  only  books  of  this  dascription  for 
which  Napoleon  showed  a  decided  partiality,  were 
ihoae  of  Machiavel  and  Moatesquiev,  which  he  did 
Bot  perhaps  consider  as  fit  themes  of  public  >re- 
oitation ;  Tacitiui,  who  holds  the  mirror  so  dose  to 
^be  features  of  sovereigns,  he  is  -said  always  to  have 
•held  in  aversion,  and  seldom  to  have  mentioned  with- 
out terms  of  censure  or  dislike.  Thus  will  the  pa- 
tient sometknes  loath  the  sight  of  tbe  most  whole- 
some medicine.  The  French  novels  of  the  day  were 
€ometimes  tried  as  a  resource ;  but  the  habits  of  or- 
der and  decency  which  Napoleon  observed,  rendered 
their  levities  and  indelicacies  unfitted  for  such  so- 
ciety. 

Tliere  remained  another  department  of  literature, 
firom  which  the  party  at  Longwood  derived  frequent 
resources.  The  drama  occupied  a  considerable  part 
«f  those  readings  with  which  Napoleon  used  to  while 
away  the  tedious  hours  of  his  imprisonment  This 
was  an  indication  that  he  still  retained  the  nationri 
taste  of  France,  where  few  neglect  to  attend  the  spec- 
tacle, in  cme  form  or  another,  during  the  space  be- 
twixt dinner  and  the  reunion  of  society  in  the  even- 
ing. Next  to  seeing  his  ancient  favoinrite  Talma, 
was  to  Napokob  the  reading  some  of  those  chef- 
d'oeuvres  to  which  he  had  seen  and  heard  him  give 
life  and  personification.    He  is  himself  said  to  haire 
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read  with  Ustc  and  effact,  which  agrees  with  thr 
traditions  that  represent  him  as  having  been  early  al- 
tached  to  theatrical  representations.  It  was  in  the 
discussions  following  these  readings^  which  Las 
Cases  has  preserved  with  so  mudi  aeal^illiat  Bumi*- 
parte  displayed  his  powers  of  conversation,  and  es- 
pressed  his  peculiar  haHts  and  oi»nions«    . 

Comeille  and  Racine  stood  much  higher  in  his  eis^ 
timation  than  Voltaire.  There  seems  a  good  reason 
for  this.  They  wrote  thdr  immortal  works  for  the 
meridian  of  a  court,  and  at  the  command  of  the  most 
monarchical  of  monarchs,  Louis  XIV.  Tfadrpro*> 
ductions,  llierefore,  contun  nothing  that  can  wound 
the  ear  of  the  most  sensitive  sovereign.  In  the  King  of 
Denmark'^s  phrase,  they  *^  have  no  offence  in  them.^i 

With  Voltaire  itis  different.  The  strongandsearchy 
ing  spirit,  which  afterwards  caused  the  French  Revo- 
lution,  was  abroad  at  this  time>  and  though  unaware 
of  the  extent  to  which  it  might  lead,  the  phi]o80(Jier 
of  Femey  was  not  the  less  its  proselyte.  There  wei« 
many  passages,  therefore,  in  his  works,  which  could 
not  but  be  bstantly  applied  to  the  changes  and  con vub* 
sions  of  the  period  during  which  Napoleon  had  lived, 
to  the  despotic  character  of  his  government,  and  to  the 
plans  of  freedom  which  had  i^nk  under  the  influence 
of  his  sword.  On  this  account  Voltaire,  whose  comt- 
positions  recalled  painful  comparisons  and  rtooUeo- 
dons,  was  no  favourite  with  Napoleon.  The  Mahor 
met  of  that  author  he  particularly  di8liked,avowiDg,at 
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the  same  ttnie,  his  refpect  for  the  Oriental  impostor, 
whom  he  accused  the  poet  of  tradudng  and  misrepre^ 
sentiDg.  Perhaps  he  secretly  acknowledged  a  certain 
^gree  of  resemblance  between  his  own  career  and  that 
of  the  youthful  camel-driver,  who,  rising  from  a  mean 
013^  in  his  native  tribe,  became  at  once  the  con-* 
queior  and  the  legislator  of  bo  many  nations.  Per-* 
haps,  too,  he  remembered  his  own  proclamations 
while  in  Egypt,  in  the  assumed  character  of  a  Mos- 
lem,  which  he  was  wont  to  term  by  the  true  phrase  of 
Charhtkmeriey  but  adding,  that  it  was  charlatanerit 
of  a  high  and  devated  character. 

The  character  of  Caesar  was  another  which  Napo^ 
leon  always  strove  to  vindicate.  The  French  General 
could  not  be  indifferent  to  the  Roman  leader,  who, 
like  himsetf,  having  at  first  risen  into  notice  by  bis 
victories  over  the  enemies  of  the  republic,  had,  also 
fike  himself,  ended  the  struggles  between  the  patri^ 
cians  and  plebeians  of  ancient  Rome,  by  reducing 
both  parties  equally  under  his  own  absolute  domi-» 
iiion ;  who  would  have  proclaimed  himself  their  So* 
▼eareign,  evoi  by  the  proscribed  title  of  Eing,  had  he 
IM^  been  prevented  by  conspiracy ;  and  who,  when 
he  had  Gonquored  his  country,  thought  of  nothing  so 
s&udi  as  extending  an  empire,  already  much  too 
large,  over  the  distant  r^ons  of  Scythia  and  Par- 
thia.  The  points  of  personal  difference,  indeed,  were 
considerable ;  for  neither  did  Napoleon  indulge  in 
the  gross  ddbauchcry  and  sensuality  imputed  to  Cas^ 
sar,  nor  can  we  attribute  to  him  the  Roman's  powers 
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as  an  author,  or  the  gentle  and  forgiving  character 
irhich  distinguished  him  as  a  man. 

Yety  although  Napoleon  had  something  vindictiTe 
in  his  temper,  which  he  sometimes  indulged  when 
Caesar  would  have  scorned  to  do  so,  his  intercourse 
with  his  familiar  friends  was  of  a  character  the  most 
amiable.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  determined,  as  he 
expressed  himself,  to  be  Emperor  withiii  Longwood 
and  its  littk  demesne,  he  exacted  from  his  followers 
the  same  marks  of  severe  etiquette  which  distin«l 
guished  the  Court  of  the  Tuilleries ;  yet,  in  other 
respects,  he  permitted  them  to  carry  their  freedom  in 
disputing  his  sentiments,  or  replying  to  his  argu- 
ments, almost  beyond  the  bounds  of  ordbary  deco- 
rum. He  seemed  to  make  a  distinction  bttweai  their 
duty  towards  him  as  subjects^  imd  their  privileges  as 
friends.  All  remained  uncovered  and  standing  in 
his  presence,  and  even  the  person  who  played  at  chess 
with  him  sometimes  continued  for  hours  without  sit- 
ting  down.  But  their  verbal  intercourse  of  language 
and  sentiments  was  that  of  free  men,  conversing  with 
a  superior,  indeed,  but  not  with  a  despot  Captain 
Maitland  menticms  a  dispute  betwixt  Napoleon  and 
General  Bertrand.  The  latter  had  adopted  a  ridi^ 
culous  idea  that  L.30,0P0  a-year,  or  some  such  ex* 
travagant  sum,  was  spent  in  maintaining  the  grounds 
and  establishment  at  Blenheim.  NapoIeon^s  turn  for 
calculation  easily  detected  the  improbability.  IBer- 
trand  insisted  upon  his  assertion,  on  which  Buona- 
parte  said,  with  quickness,  ^^  Bdk !  cest  impossibles^ 
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r^^  Ohr  ^  Bertraiia,  mwh  oAndfid,  <'af  you 
are  torejdy  in  thatmimiier,  thereuanendofallap- 
guBient  i"  md  for  some  time  would  iiet  converse  with 
him*  BiuHiap«r|;e,  so  &r  firom  taking  umbrage,  did 
all  he  could  to  soothe  him  and  restore  him  to  good« 
humour,  which  was  not  very  difficult  to  effect 
.  But  aldiou{^  Napoleon  tolerated  freedoms  of  this 
Mod  to  a  considerable  extent,  yet  he  still  kept  in  his 
owahonds  the  royal  pdvilq^  of  startbg  the  topic  of 
conversation,  and  conducting  it  as  he  should  think 
proper ;  so  that,  in  some  respects,  it  seemed  that, 
having  lost  all  the  substantial  eiyoyment  of  power, 
he  had  become  more  attached  than  ever  to  the  ob- 
servance of  its  monotonous,  wearisome)  unprofitable 
ceremonial.  Yet  there  might  be  a  reason  for  this, 
besides  the  gratification  of  his  own  pertinacious  tem- 
per,. The  gentlemen  who  inhabited  Longwood  had 
followed  him  from  the  purest  motives^  and  there  was 
no  reason.to  suppose  that  their  purpose  would  waver, 
or, their  respect  diminish.  Still  their  mutual  situa- 
tion compelled  the. deposed  Sovereign,  and  his  late 
subjects,  into  such  dose  familiarity,  as  mi^t  per- 
haps b^et,  if  not  contempt,  at  least  an  inconvenient 
degree  of  freedom  betwixt  the  parties,  the  very  pos- 
sibility of  which  he  might  conceive  it  as  well  to  cikh 
elude  by  a  stnct  barrier  of  etiquette. 

We  return  to  Napoleon?s  habits  of  amusement 
Music  was  not  one  of  the  number.  Though  bom 
an  Italian,  and  possessing  something  of  a  musical 
ear,  so  far,  at  least,  as  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
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hum  a  song,  it  was  prdbabiy  entinely  irithout  cul4- 
▼atiiu).  He  appears  to  have  had  none  i^  the  fana- 
tidflm  for  muac  whidi  characterises  the  ItaUans; 
and  it  is  well  known  that  in  Italy  he  pot  a  stop  to 
the  cniel  methods  which  had  been  used  in  that  coun- 
try to  complete  their  concerts. 

Nether  was  Napoleon^  as  we  have  heard  Denon 
rductantly  admit,  a  judge  or  an  admirer  of  punting. 
He  had  some  pretence  to  understand  sculpture ;  and 
there  was  one  painting  in  the  Museum,  befi»e  which 
he  used  to  pause,  terming  it  his  own ;  nor  would  he 
permit  it  to  be  ransomed  for  a  rery  large  sum  by 
its  proprietor  the  Duke  of  Modena^  But  he  va- 
lued it,  not  on  account  of  its  merits,  though  a  mastev- 
pieee  of  art,  but  because  he  had  himself  been  the 
means  of  securing  it  to  the  Museum  at  a  great  sa- 
crifice. The  other  paintings  in  that  immense  col- 
lection,  however  great  their  excellence,  he  seldom 
paid  nrach  attention  to.  He  also  shocked  admirers 
of  painting  by  the  contempt  he  showed  for  the  du- 
rability of  the  art  Being  informed  that  a  first-rate 
picture  would  not  last  above  five  or  six  hundral 
years,  he  exdaimed,  ^*  Bah !  a  fine  immortality  !'' 
Yet  by  usbg  Denon^s  advice,  and  that  of  other  sfa^ 
vans,  Napolcim  sustained  a  high  reputation  as  an  en- 
courager  of  the  arts.  His  medals  have  been  parti- 
cuhurly  and  deservedly  admired. 

In  respect  of  personal  exercise  at  St  Helena,  he 

•  See  Vol.  in.  p.  147. 
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walked  ooeasiiMndly,  and  while  strong,  did  not  Bhrni 
steep,  Tov^,  and  dangerous  padia.  Bat  althoi^h 
there  is  some  game  on  the  island,  he  did  not  avail 
himsdf  of  the  plearore  of  diooting.  It  does  not  in^ 
deed  appear  that  he  was  ever  much  attached  to  fidd 
sports,  although,  when  Emperor,  he  replaced  the 
hunting  estab&hm^t  upon  a  scale  still  more  mag- 
nificent, as  well  as  better  regulated,  than  formeriy. 
It  is  supposed  he  partook  ai  this  princely  pastime, 
as  it  has  been  called,  rather  oat  of  a  love  of  magni- 
ficent  display  than  any  real  attachment  to  the  sport. 
We  may  h^e  mention,  in  hb  own  words,  the  danger 
in  whidi  he  was  once  placed  at  a  boar  hunt  The 
picture  will  remind  the  amateur  of  the  pieces  of  Ru- 
hem  and  Schndder. 

<^  Upon  one  occasiim  at  Marii,^  saki  the  Emperor, 
^f  at  a  boar-hunt,  I  kept  my  ground  with  Soult  and 
Berthier  against  three  enormous  wild  boars,  who 
dialled  us  up  to  tibe  bayonet^s  point.  All  the  hunt- 
ing party  fled :  ^twas  a  complete  military  rout  We 
killed  the  Uiree  animals  dead ;  but  I  had  a  scratdi 
from  mine,  and  had  nigh  lost  my  finger"**  (on  which 
a  deep  scar  was  still  visible).  ^^  But  the  jest  was  to 
see  the  numbers  of  moi,  surrounded  with  their  ddgs, 
concealing  themsdves  behind  the  three  heroes,  and 
crying  at  top  of  their  throats—'  to  the  Eniperor^s 
asristance  !  save  the  Emper(n>  f  help  the  Emperor  !^ 
—and  so  forth ;  but  not  one  coming  forward." 

While  on  the  subject  of  Napoleon^s  exeirdses, 
we  may  mention  another  danger  which  he  incurred 

.^  ..  ,  ^oogle 
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by  fijlowiog  an  amuMOieiit  more  CMitom  in  Etig- 
knd  tlian  in  France.  He  diofe  at  me  time  to 
und^take  tlie  task  of  driving  a  earrii^e^  which  he 
OY^rlnxned,  and  had  a  serere  and  daDgerous  fall. 
JosepUne  and  others  were  in  the  reUde.  The 
English  reader  cannot  fail  to  rfO<dlect  that  a  similar 
accident  happened  to  Cnnnwell,  who,  because,  as 
the  historian  says,  he  could  manage  Aree  nations, 
took  upon  him  to  guppose  that  he  conki  drive  six 
fiery  horses,  of  ^bkh  he  had  justrecdved  a  present ; 
and,  being  as  unsuccessfiil  as  Napoleon  in  later  days, 
oyertuxned  the  carriage,  to  the  great  damage  of  the 
Searetary  Thurlow,  whom  he  had  placed  inside,  md 
to  his  oym  douUe  risk,  both  from  the  fall^  and  firom 
the  exi^osion  of  a  pistol,  which  he  carried  privately' 
about  his  person.  Bwmaparte^s  sdb  observation,  af- 
ter hia  own  aeddent,  was,  ^^  I  believe  every  man 
8hQ^ld  confine  himsdf  to  his  own  trade.^ 

The  chief  resource  of  Napoletm  at  St  Helena,  as 
we  have  already  said,  was  society  and  conversation,' 
and  those  held  chiefly  widi  the  gentlemen  of  his  own 
suUe.  This  need  not  have  be^  the  case,  had  he 
been  able  in  the  present  instance  to  ccmimand  that 
temper  which  had  not  fiuled  him  under  great  misfor- 
tunes, but  seemed  now  to  give  way  under  a  series  of 
petty  quarrels  and  mortifications. 

The  Governor  and  the  staff  bebnging  to  him  wmre 
of  course  excluded  from  the  society  of  Longwood, 
by  the  terms  on  which  Napoleon  stood  with  Sir  Hud* 
son  Lowe.    The  officers  of  the  regiments  which  lay 
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ia  dieyndm^t  mmt  probdbly  have  sffiirded  s<niie 
welLinforoud  men,.. who,  having  been  engi^ed  in^ 
the  recent  war,  wookl  hare  oceaskmally  supplied 
amuring  sodety  to  the  Emperor  and  hig  suite.  But 
they  did  not  in  genend  frequent  Longwood.  Dr 
O^Meara  observes  that  the  Governor  had  exerted  his 
uifloenceto  prevent  the  officers  from  cultivating  the  t 
acquaintance  of  the  Frendi ;  which  Sir  Hudson  Lowe 
rqiels  as  a  calumny,  confhted  by  the  declarations  of 
the  officers  ofthe  53d  themselves.  But  admitting  Aat 
no  intimatiotts  were  used  of  set  purpose  to  keep 
asunder  the  British  officers  from  the  French  prison^ 
ers,  such  estrangement  naturally  followed  frMu  the 
unwilKngness  of  military  men  to  go  where  they  were 
JsiHe  to  hear  not  only  theur  commanding  office  for  the 
time,  but  idso  their  country  and  its  ministers,  treated 
with  the  grossest  expressions  of  disrespect,*  while  there 
was  no  mode  of  calling  the  person  who  used  them 
cither  to  account  or  to  explanation. 

The  rank  and  character  of  Sir  Pulteney  Malcolm, 
who  commanded  the  squadron  t^n  the  station,  set 
him  abpve  the  feelings  which  might  influence  infMor 
ofiicers,  whether  of  the  army  or  navy.  He  virited  Na- 
poleon frequently,  and  was  eulogized  by  him  in  a  de-^ 
aoription^  which  (though  we,  who  have  theadvantage 
of  seeing  in  the  features  of  Sir  Pulteney  those  of  an 
honoured  friend,  can  vouch  for  its  being  just,)  may 
have  been  painted  the  more  willingly,  because  it  gave 
the.  artist  an  opportuni^  of  discharging  his  spleen^ 
while  contrasting  the  appearance  of  the  Admiral  with 
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tliti  of  ibe  Qovonor,  in  a  mannar  moit  imfiimw 
tothebtter.  NeY^hdesBwetnoucribeilytoprovie 
thai  BuoiMparte  ooidd  occaflMiiafiy  da  jusdce,  $md 
see  deairt  eyen  in  a  ftitan. 

*^  He  Mod  he  had  seen  the  new  Admiral.  ^  Ah  ! 
th^fe  ii  a  man  with  a  connt^uince  reattf  fteaiing, 
open,  frank,  and  sincere.  There  is  the  face  of  an 
EnglUhman.  His  connttmnce  bespeaks  las  heart, 
md  I  am  sore  he  is  a  good  man :  I  never  yet  beheld 
a  man  of  whom  I  so  immediately  formed  a  good  cffi- 
w>n,  asofthatfinesoldier-likeoldman.  He  carries 
his  head  erect,  and  speaks  out  openly  and  bolfiy 
what  he  tlunks,  without  being  afraid  to  look  yoo  in 
the  face  at  the  time.  His  physiognomy  wonld  mAe 
every  person  desirons  of  a  frirther  acquaintance,  imd 
render  the  most  suspidous  confident  in  him.''*^ 

Sir  Pukeney  Malcolm  was  also  much  recommenc- 
ed to  Napdeon^s  favoutable  judgment  by  die  cir- 
cumstance of  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  restaraints 
imposed  up(m  his  person,  and  possesmig  Ihe  power 
ndther  of  altering  or  abatbg  any  of  the  restrictions  he 
complained  o£  He  was  fortuna^  too,  in  being  fdde, 
by  the  calmness  of  his  t^nper,  to  turn  aside  the  vio* 
lent  language  of  Buonaparte,  without  either  granting 
the  justfce  of  his  com]^ints,  or  giving  him  displea*- 
sure  by  direct  contradicdon.  "  Does  your  Govern^ 
ment  tnean,^  said  Napoleon  one  day  tptheEnglish  Ad- 
miral, ^^  to  detun  me  upon  this  rock  until  my  death'^ 
day  ?^— "  I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,^'  answered  Sir  Pul- 
teney,  ^^  that  such  I  apprehend  is  their  purpose.^^— -^ 
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MipdeoB.  <<  t  hepe  Holy  af^''  MMwetvd  dlie  AdMi- 
nd;  ^^  I  hope  jM  wtil  lumve  to  leoafd  y«iv  gMU 
actions,  which  are  so  nuttierMur  thai  the  tedtwiUMi. 
sure  you  a  term  of  long  Ufe.^  Ni^leon  boned,  and 
vis  gn^fied,  prebaUy  boA  as  a  hero  and  as  an  au* 
thor.  Neverthdess,  befi»e  Sir  Pult^iey  Mideolai 
]s^  die  idand,  and  whUe  he  was  endeavouring  la 
justify  the  govemor  agdnst  some  of  die  hardi  and 
extrm^^  diarges  in  which  Napoleon  was  went  la 
mdulge,  the  hater  b^gan  to  i^ppeal  firom  his  judgi» 
m^Qit  as  being  too  much  of  an  Englishman  to  be  an 
impartial  judge.  They  parted,  however,  on  ihe  best 
terms,  and  Napdeon  often  afterwards  expressed  die 
pleasure  which  he  had  received  firom  die  sodety  ef 
Sir  Polteney  Mdcolm. 

The  colonists  of  St  Helena  did  not,  it  may  be 
wdl  supposed,  furnish  many  individuals,  suffidendy 
qualified,  by  rank  and  education,  to  be  admitted  into 
the  sodety  of  the  Exile.  They,  too,  lay  under  the 
same  awkward  circumstances,  which  prevented  die 
British  officers  from  holding  intercourse  with  Long^ 
wood  and  its  inhalntants.  The  Governor,  should  he 
be  displeased  at  the  too  frequent  attendons  of  any 
individual,  or  should  he  concdve  any  su8{ddon  arf«* 
sing  out  of  such  an  intercourse,  had  the  power,  and, 
in  die  opinion  of  the  colonists,  might  not  want  the 
inclinadon,  to  make  his  resentment  severdy  ftdt 
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Mr  B«lcomb»  however,  who  held  ibe  nti^alioii  of 
porveyor,  wilh  one  or  two  other  inhabitantft  of  the 
isHxBii,  scnnetimes  visited  at  (Huagwood*  The  ge* 
Beral  intercourse  between  the  French  prisoners  and 
the  colonists  was  carried  on  by  means  of  the  French 
domestics,  who  had  the  privil^e  of  visiting  James 
Town  as  often  as  they  pleased,  and  whose  doing  bq 
could  infer  no  disadvantageous  suspicions.  But  the 
podety  of  Longwood  gained  no  advantage  by  the  in- 
tercourse with  James  Town,  although  unquesti<ma- 
bly  the  facility  of  foreign  communication  was  cimsi- 
derably  increased  to  the  exiles.  Their  correspond- 
j^Eice  was  chiefly  maintained  by  the  way  of  Bahia ; 
and  it  is  certain  they  succeeded  in  siding  many 
letters  to  Europe,  although  they  are  believed  to 
have  been  less  fortunate  in  receiving  answers. 

It  was  to  be  expected,  that  some  accession  to 
the  society  of  Longwood  might  have  accrued,  from 
the  residence  of  three  gentlemen  of  rank,  (two  of 
them,  we  believe,  having  ladies  and  a  family,)  the 
^mmissioners  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  France.  But 
here  also  ceremonial  interposed  one  of  those  bars, 
which  axe  efiectual,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the 
opinion  ofthose  betwixt  whom  they  are  erected.  The 
<^mmi8sioners  of  the  allied  powers  had  requested  to 
be  presented  to  Napoleon.  On  their  wish  being  an- 
nounced, he  peremptorily  declined  to  receive  them 
i^  iheir  official  capacity,  disclaiming  the  ri^ht  which. 
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the  prteces  of  Europe  had  to  interfere  with  and  conn- 
tenanee  the  custody  of  his  person.  Oh  the  other 
h«id,  the  oommissioiiers^  finding  theit  public  func 
tkm  disowned,  refused  to  hold  any  communication 
wHh  Longirood  in  their  prirato  capacity ;  and  thus 
Aere  were  excluded  ftom  this  sditary  spot  three  per- 
sons, ^ose  manners  and  halnts,  as  foreigners,  might 
hare  assorted  tolerably  with  thoee  of  the  £xile  and 
his  attendants. 

The  society  of  St  Hdena  receives  a  great  tompo- 
rary  increase  at  the  seasomr  when  vessels  touch  there 
on  dieir  way  to  India,  or  on  their  return  to  Europe. 
Of  course,  every  officer  and  every  passenger  on  such 
t^ocasions  was  desirous  to  see  a  person  so  celebrated  as 
Napdeon ;  and  there  might  sometimeiB  occur  indivi- 
duals among  them  whom  he  too  might  have  pleasure 
kk  receiving.   The  r^pilation  of  these  visits  to  Long- 
wood  seems  to  have  been  one  of  the  few  parts  of  the 
general  system  of  which  Napoleon  made  no  com- 
pfadnts.    He  had  a  natural  reluctance  to  gratify  the 
UUe  cariosity  of  strangers,  and  the  regulations  protect- 
ed him  effectually  agfunst  their  intrusion.   Such  per- 
sons as  desired  to  wait  upon  Napoleon  were  obliged  to 
apply,  in  the  first  pldce,  to  the  Gk>vernor,  by  whom 
their  names  were  transmitted  to' General  Bertrand, 
as  Grand  Mareschal  of  the  Household,  who  commu- 
nicated Napoleon's  reply,  if  favourable,  and  assigned 
an  hour  at  which  he  was  to  receive  their  visit. 
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Upm  f uch  occtiioiii,  ti^fekom  wm  {HMCttkwty 
fUEixious  ^ttiie  etiquette  of  an  Imperial  o«mt  skonld 
be  observed,  while  the  Tiaitors,  oa  the  cratrary,  wert 
itrietly  enjoined  by  the  GoTemo?  not  to  go  beyesd 
t^  ctyiUties  due  to  a  general  <^ri^)c«  If,dier^Mre» 
as  scnnetimes  happened,  the  introduction  took  ^ace 
in  the  qpen  air,  the  French  pari  oi  the  oompaDy 
•ttendani  on  Buonaparte  remained  u9Q0v^ed^  whUa 
the  ^glidi  replaced  their  hats  after  the  first  saluta* 
ikm.  Niq^Ieon  saw  the  moongrmty  of  this,  and  laid 
his  orders  on  his  attendants  to  inutate  the  English 
in  this  particular  point*  It  is  said,  that  th^  did  not 
ob^  without  scrnqiles  «nd  munnurs* 

Those  visitors  who  were  permitted  to  p^y  their 
respects  at  Longwood,  were  chiefly  either  peracma  of 
dbtinguished  birdi,  officers  of  rank  in  the  arsay  and 
navy,  persons  of  philosophfcal  inquiry,  (to  whom  he 
was^  very  partial,)  or  travellers  from  foreign  r^ons, 
who  could  repay,  by  some  information,  the  pleasnre 
iRrhich  they  recdved  firom  being  ad^iitted  to  the  pre- 
sence of  a  man  so  remarkable.  Of  these  interviews, 
some  who  enjoyed  the  benefit  o£  them  have  published 
an  account ;  and  the  memoranda  of  others  we  have 
seen  in  manuscript  All  agree  in  extolling  the  ex* 
treme  good  grace,  propriety,  and  appeara&ee  of  be- 
nevolence, with  which  Ni^leon  dothed  himself 
whilst  holding  these  levtes ;  and  whidi  scaree  Idk 
the  spectators  permissiim  to  believe  that,  when  sur* 
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priwAbya  fit  #F pirttmo,  wwiM^ii  diooshi^  tty  i^ 
MHrie  om  to  tfte  purpoBe  of  «ffie^^  lie  oooM  ippeiir 
Ae  ni(fe»  abrupt,  aad  savage  despot,  wliieh  other  ae- 
ecraBta  jfescribed  him.  His  ^estidiis  irere  uAifbtliiF- 
Ijr  tDtoodiiced  with  great  fact,  so  as  to  pat  the  per- 
son interrogated  at  his  ease,  by  leading  to  some  soh- 
jesGt  with  which  he  was  acquainted,  whiles  at  the  same 
^ne^  thqr  indoced  hiin  to  produce  any  stod[  of  tie# 
<nr  Cttrious  iafomatbn  whidi  he  possessed. 

The  Journal  of  Caplmn  Basil  HaH  of  the  Royal 
Navy^  welLknown  by  his  eharaeter  both  in  Ms  fto^ 
§Bmmk  and  in  literature,  affords  a  pleasing  exatnple 
of  whiit  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  express,  ind 
displays  at  the  same  time  the  powerfhl  extent  of 
BooBsparte^s  memory.  He  recognised  the  name  df 
Captdn  Hall  instantly,  fW>m  having  seen  his  fkther, 
6ir  James  Hall,  Bart,  when  he  was  at  the  Military 
Academy  of  Brienne,  lo  which  visit  Sir  James  had 
been  led  by  the  love  of  «sience,  by  which  he  was  sl« 
wiqradistittguidied.  Buonaparte  explaitted  the  cause 
of  hb  reeellectmg  a  private  individnali  after  dve 
interventien  of  such  momentous  events  as  he  had 
himself  been  concerned  in.  '^  It  is  not,^  he  m&df 
^  tairpridng.  Your  fiither  was  the  first  Englidi* 
miKi  that  I  ever  saw ;  and  I  have  reeenected  hkn 
dl  my  life  on  that  accouiat.''  He  wm  aftt^hrattb 
amHite^in  his  iiM^iesrespeefbg  theBoyti  Society 
oF  Bdisbiit^,  of  whbh  Sir  iiaxM  Hidl  wtas  hog 
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Piirideiit  He  Am  came  i0  Ae  very  intereit- 
ii^  sulgect  of  the  newly-ctiaooTered  isUmd  of  Loo- 
Choo;  and  CaptWB  Hi^ji  gives  an  aceount  of  tbe 
nature  of  the  intem^tations  which  he  undennmt, 
which  we  will  not  risk  spoiling  hy  an  attempt  at 
ocmdenang  it. 

^^  Having  settled  where  the  island  hsfy  he  eross- 
questioned  me  about  the  inhabitants  with  a  dosenew 
— I  may  call  it  a  severity  of  investigation— which 
fiur  exceeds  everything  I  have  met  with  in  any  other 
instance.  His  iquestiims  were  not  by  any  memis  pot 
at  random,  but  each  one  had  some  de6nite  refinrenoe 
to  that  which  preceded  it,  or  was  about  to  follow.  I 
Mi  in  a  short  tune  so  compktdy  exposed  to  his  view, 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  concealed 
or  qualified  the  smaUest  particular.  Such,  indeed, 
was  the  nqptdity  of  his  apprehension  of  the  sulgeda 
which  interested  him,  and  the  astonishing  ease  wkh 
which  he  arraof^  and  generalised  the  few  pmnts  of 
information  I  gave  him,  that  he  sometimes  oii^str^ 
ped  my  narrative,  saw  the  condusicm  I  was  comng 
to  before  I  spoke  it,  md  £urly  roMwd  me  of  ray 
stoiy. 

<^  Several  circumstances,  however,  req^eoting  the 
Loo-Choo  people,  surprised  even  him  a  good  deal; 
and  I  had  the  satisfiiction  of  sedng  him  more  than 
once  ccHnpletdy  perplexed,  and  unaUe  to  account 
fiir  the  phenomena  which  I  reUted.  Nothii^  etrudc 
him  so  much  as  their  having  no  anns.     ^  Pcnnt  d^ 
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ftmtt  V  lie  cndMnedy  <  c'art  it  dbe  point  de  omoiu 
-<41s  out dc8  fuftkr  N<»t  eTien  mudcets,  I  replied' 

*  £^  H^  doiMy— des  luces,  ou,  «a  moins,  dee  arcs 
eldesfl^<Aes?'  I  toU  him  Aey  had  neither  one  noi^ 
otbeiw  ^  Ni  po%nafds  ?^  cried  he,  with  increasing 
Tdbemence.  No,  none.  *  Mais  !^  said  Biumaparte, 
clenebiBg  his  fist,  and  raising  his  voice  to  a  loud 
fbtiky  ^  Mais  I  sans  atmes,  oomment  se  bat-<ni  ?* 

^^  I  could  only  rej^y,  that  as  far  as  we  had  been 
aUe  to  discover,  th^  had  never  had  any  wars,  bat 
remained  in  a  slate  of  internal  and  external  peace. 

*  No  wars  f  cried  he,  with  a  eoomfiil  and  ineredu* 
ftus  ezpKssion,  as  if  the  existence  of  any  pec^ 
under  ikt  mm  wiAout  wars  was  a  monstrous  ano-' 
maly. 

'  ^^  In  like  manner,  but  without  being  so  mudi  mo- 
ved, he  seemed  to  discredit  the  account  I  gave  him 
of  their  having  no  money,  and  c£  their  setting  no 
vahie  npcm  our  silver  or  gold  coins.  After  hearing 
these  fiicts  stated,  he  mused  for  some  time,  mutter- 
ing to  Inmsdf,  in  a  low  tone,  ^  Not  know  die  use  of 
numej^^^nt  cardess  about  gold  and  silver.^  Then 
lookup  up,  he  adked,  sharply,  *  How  then  £d  you 
contrive  to  pay  these  strangest  of  all  people  for  the 
bttllodui  and  oAer  good  thhigs  which  they  seem  to 
here  ssiU;  on  board  in  siroh  quantities  P^  When  lin- 
fanned  him  that  we  could  not  prevdl  i^on  the  peo- 
ple ^  Loo-Choo  to  receive  payment  of  any  kii^  he 
repressed  great  surprise  at  their  Uberalky,  and  ma^ 
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DM  repeat  to  bkxv  twic«,ihdlift  of  lUngivadi.^vhicb 
lie  WiecQ  fujqpU^  ll)y  ibme  boipitiUt  iriiM^ 

The  (M^ver^atipn  pcoceeded  wiib  eijpial  «pbit>  in 
wbicb  it  U  fiuigulAr  to  x^atixk  the  acuteimft  of  N«-^ 
pdeQii)  in  swing  upon  ibe  moit  ceiAadciJble  and  ii><^ 
ter^tiog  facts,  QotwitbBtaBcUs^  tbe  hurry  of  a  camal 
conversation.  Tbe  low  state  cf  the  priesAood.in 
Loo-Pboo  wa/i  a  subject  wbicb  he  dwelt  on  withonli 
coniing  to  any  sati&{actory  etplanation.  Ci4>tiin 
Hall  illustrated  tbe  .ignoran^^e  of  tbe.  people  ef  Loo-». 
Cboo  with  rei^qt  to  all  tbe  world,  save  Jsfuui  and 
Cbinfi  by  asyii^  tbey  bnew  nathbe  of  £iivqpt  at 
aU-r-l^new  nQtbing  of  France  mid  England"*  a»4 
never  bad  even. heard  of  hia  MiQesty  i  at  which  laai 
proof  of  their  absolute  seclusion  from  the  world,  }i§n 
poleoA  laughed  heartily.  Dmng  the  whole  in^- 
view,  Na{K)leon  waited  with  tbe  utmost  patknoe  until 
bis  q^uestiona  werf  rof^ied  to»  inquired  with  eiaaMal*< 
nesfi  intx)  eveiy  sulgect  of  intareat,  aad  i«ade  natt^ 
rally  a  most  fiivouxable  ]p|«eflsio»  on  hk  vkilox^ 

''  Buonaparte^''  says  the  acute  travdlar^  ^^aMick  aaa 
as  differing  cppi^iderably  from  the  pietmea  land  hwita 
Ihadi^^enofbin.  H;ia£Hie  and  figure  lo^iMiMdi 
broader  and  nM)r^squair%lai|^,indeed^tt  «W7  wa|r» 
than  any  rcfresentati^  I  bad  B»et  with.  Hia  i 
lency,,  at  this  timet  mlv^raaUy  r«|NOftdi  la  be 
^ve,wa«l»ynoiaeiMceM«kaUe»  likiedkMWk 
091  the  eantrary,  fym  and  iMMvJar*  Thtva  KaaiM 
the  least  ^a^  ^f  culelvr  in  l»a  <^atkai  in  Act,  bk 
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dm  wta  ai#m  Klw  noUe  An  tfdUoiry  ieib.  Not 
tte  smMot  tiii^tf  AwraddtwasdiiceniiUedii  hbt 
hrow^  nor  so  ai^pioich  le  «fiinrow  on  any  part  of  kiii 
otcmteiMiieei  His  lieaMi  and  spines,  jtudging  from 
apptariDdea^  #ere  oic^Ume  \  though  at  tMs  period 
it  was  gctetaliy  believed  in  Ettgland,  Umt  he  wai 
fiist  aiddilg  under  a  ooiApUeat»m  of  disofs^r,  fOcI 
thai  bis  sprits  were  cntnrdy  gone.  His  oiaue^  of 
sptohbg  wai  xatfaer  slow  than  otlMrwise,  and  porfttet* 
]y  distiact:  faJB  widlod  with  grekt  petieiie^  «&d  IdndU 
Bosste  liiy  a&sweM'tohis  qiissiioiii,  and  a  reftmioil 
to  Go«tt  B«rtrattd  wait  necessary  only  mice  dmfaig 
the  i^k  c<ni¥i^rsation4  The  hrflliant  ftnd  scoiio* 
tiiftea  dataUng  eMpresskm  of  hie  eye  teould  not  hi 
overlael^.  It  was  not,  however^  a  permanent  Itts^ 
tx€i  fiw  it  was  oidy  renaricaUe  when  ho  was  eieltod 
hf  aon^pofakt  of  psvtihdsr  ioterest  '  It  is  imposri^ 
Uo  lei  iii^gtiM  an  ekpreesion  of  more  miite  ndldhCAS, 
I  iii^r  akioat  cail  tl  of  beMgnity  and  kindlitiess,  thM 
^t  liUdt  pl^red  over  hb  ieMoifet  during  tb^ 
interview*  If»  th^re6#e,  he  wore  ar  this  time  o^ 
of  htellbaiid  in  low  iq^ts,  Us  power  of  feelfreonih 
Htanj  «ilttt  have  been  even  more  eictradi'dittety  ihM 
is  geMtaHy  eilppbsed ;  Ibr  his  whi^deportttient)  his 
Miversation^  and  the  eKpresshm  of  bis  eoatOemAet^ 
Mkatisd  4  fraiae  m  p^lbet  health  atld  a  isiid  ot 


ThI  4afe  of  tfaift  n»ili|ig  iMs  19lh  Aeigdit^ 
1817. 
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III  tile  above  uMnMir,  Bfoumfmte  played  a  ii«- 
tocal  pert  Upon  anolliar  rmnaricaUe  oocedon,  let 
July,  1817,  whoi  he  leotived  Leid  AiiAetit  ud 
the  gmdMneii  cempoeiiig  and  attadied  to  tlie  en* 
iMaqr,  tben  retaining  fiom  China,  his  bdanour 
and  convefsation  were  of  a  much  more  stndied,  e«K 
Btsained,  and  empirical  character.  He  had  obvi* 
<ouflly  a  part  to  play,  a  statemoit  to  make,  and 
propodtioiis  to  ttnoonce,  iK>t  certainly  widi  the 
new  that  the  seed  he  had  sowed  might  fidl  inta 
harr^i  ground,  but  that  it  might  be  letainod,  ga-^ 
thered  up,  and  carried  back  to  IMtain,  there  to 
take  root  in  public  credulity,  and  bear  frmt  seven- 
ioid.  He  nidied  at  once  ii^  a  dde  of  polices,  de* 
/daring  that  the  Russian  asoendeiMy  was  to  be  die 
destruction  of  Europe ;  yet,  in  the  same  moment, 
jHTodaimed  the  French  and  English  to  be  the  only 
efl^tiYe  troeifB  deserving  notice  for  theb  diadp&xo 
and  moral  qualities.  Presently  after,  he  struck  die 
En^ish  out  of  the  fidd  on  account  of  the  smaHness 
of  the  amy,  and  inidsted  that,  by  trusting  to  oor 
military  forces,  we  were  endangermg  our  naval  as- 
cadency.  He  then  entered  upon  a  favourite  topic, 
—•the  extame  negligence  of  Lord  Castlereagh  in 
fiiiling  to  stipulate,  or  rather  extort,  a  oommeicial 
treaty  firom  France,  and  to  wring  out  of  Pc»tagal 
reimbursement  of  our  expenses.  He  seemed  to  oon- 
ipder  this  as  sacrificing  the  interest  and  welfiure  of 
his  country,  and  stated  it  as  such  with  a  confidence 
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wjhkh  mt  MhnhHJl  to  imfmm  «pm  dw  ImBttH 
Umlmmm  rnmfliisdj  mAm  in  tlie  amengmd 
dodriBM  wlndi  he  ttiBoaiced 

He  iuled,  o£  eonrae,  to  Bulce  any  impreiami  ea 
Lovd  Aailwiit,  <»rim  Jfr  Hoffj  EUb,  tlmrd  00^^ 
tooMref  the  enbeesj,  to  whcmi  a  large  portioiiof 
this  Tioknt  tinde  was  addressed,  and  who  has  pas 
imtted  US  to  ha^  the  poroaal  of  his  (virate  jour* 
naly  which  is  much  mcxt  fall  mi  die  sidgeot  of  Ais 
intsvfiew  than  the  aeeount  giTsn  in  the  printed  nar- 
rative of  the  embassy  wludi  appeared  in  1817.* 

Having  stated  Lord  Castlefeagtfs  supposed  emM 
towards  the  irtate,  Napdecm  was  not  silent  upflto  Ua 
own.  injuries.  It  was  tkuBj  in  Us  oonversation  with 
Levd  Amhawt  that  he  dwelt  with  great  bitterness  on 
Sk  Hudson  Lowers  eendnet  (o  him  in  varioiis  re« 
spects;  but  totally  fidled in prodocmg  the convio^M 
whiebheabanedat  It  seemed,  on  the  oottlrary,tetlie 
ambassador  and  hb  atten^uHs,  that  there  never,  per* 
haps,  wasapiasoner4)fimportanceup(m  whose  personal 
liberty  ftwer  actual  restraints  had  been  imposed,  than: 
on  diat  of  die  hite  Severe^  of  France.  Mr£lli8,af* 
t^  p^Esonal  inspection,  was  induced  toregard  hiseoin«> 
plaints  concerning  provisions  and  wine  as  totally  un* 
deserving  of  ccmdderadon,  and  to  regret  that  real  or 
pretended  anger  dK>uld  have  induced  so  great  aman 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  XI.,  for  one  of  the  best  and  most  authentic 
accounts  of  Nupoleon's  oonvcwMUlon  and  mode  itf  .leasoniq^ 
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( fMett  fWiij  nniiiMBMnwciMn.  i.'Be 
IiMyro>d,  ebiMaerbd  m  m  witeiet  ftr  < 
sovcragn,  Mr  Ellis  aUowed  lo  be  niiitl  md  ibiide' 
I ;  fay*)  on  dit  otber  hnd^  ngardhd  i^  dto  mi- 
r  of  II  person  of  ivdi  firitig  Bi  reimiiHsdt,  beii^ 
Ibe  Tiew  taken  in  EngUmd  of  tbe  prisoner's  cat^MoOf 
U  wfts,  in  hisopuuony  b(^  coDTenienieiiel  rsspeetaliii. 
B0fiewiBfr«I«»^  tbeetaMitof  Uslinitk,  Mr  EAbob* 
serrei  tlutt  greator  personal  Kberty^  ooBsistMt  wUk 
anyjir^ension  to  security^  ooold  ndt  km  gM¥BA  to 
an  individual  stippoeed  to  be  under  any  restate  m 
alL  His  intercourse  with  others,  he  ebserreOi  was 
eeiftmly  under  isMnediate  surtemanee,  nootiebeittg 
petmilAed  lo  enler  Longweod,  or  its  domains^  iMioat 
apassfrem  tbeGoToraor)  but  this  psss,  be  iffirws, 
was  readily  granted,  and  had  nerer  fbmedsuy  ehedk 
nponsudi  witorsasNapoteoiidesBredtosee.  The 
itstendttt  i^KM  hieooneqModeneeis  admitted  as  As- 
i^^teeabte  and  cBstressia|p  M  his  fei^ii^  biit  is  tm^ 
siisfsi  as  a  ^^  neeesserjr  oooseqiiemMi  of  thai  whMi 
he  ^bow  is,  md  hed  fermeriy  been.''  ^  Two  im» 
titpes,''  siid  Mr  EUis,  <'  niay«  I  dniak^  be  assigned 
fotBuenftpeneVmreasonsbleeomplaiBU.  The&nt, 
and  prinelpftl^  isle  beep  alive  poblio  interest  in  Ifoi^ 
fope^  but  ^iefly  iu  England^  where  he  flatters  bin. 
sdf  that  he  has  a  pmfty ;  ahd  ibe  second,  I  thitdi, 
mtif  be  traced  to  the  personsi  character  and  halnta 
of  Buonaparte,  who  finds  an  occvqpatbn  in  the  p^ty 
|ntrigue»  I7  whfeh  tiieseooinpiahite  are  bveughl  fisN 
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word,  mad  msk  lywfiiidijf  gipliitmiiiu  k  the  traea8$0* 
rief  md«Hio]F«Boe  wludt  dwy  pfodoce  on  dM  •pel;'* 

The  sagacky  ef  Mr  Ellis  wiw  not  decetved ;  fer 
GeiKral  Gowfrnid,  among  dhor  pdnts  of  infema* 
Am,  BMBtieM  the  iattveat  whkh  O^MMiparle  ^ad 
taken  in  the  interview  with  the  embassy  whkh  re- 
turned  to  Britain  from  China,  and  omceired  that  his 
arguments  had  BMde  a  stvmg  inpfeasmi  mpoD  then. 
The  pttUioation  of  Mr  Sllis's  account  (^the  embassy 
dispelled  that  dream,  and  gave  rise  to  prqnirtioMl 
ditappointsMnt  «t  St  Hdena. 

Having  now  given  some  aceoulit  of  the  general 
circumstances  attending  BuonajHurte^s  residence  in  St 
Hd^a,  while  he  ei^oyed  a  consUUvible  ptnrtien  of 
herith,  of  his  mode  of  living,  his  studies  and  amuse- 
ments, and  having  quoted  two  remarkable  instances 
of  his  inttf conrse  wiA  strangeit  of  obaervatiMi  and 
ivtdligenee,  we  have  to  resume,  in  the  next  chapter, 
the  melancholy  particulars  of  his  decline  of  healdi, 
end  the  few  and  unimportant  tnoidents  which  oocur- 
ved  betwixt  Ae  eemmeneement  of  hk  sickness  and 
ks  final  termination. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

opinion  that  it  was  not  the  effect  of  CHtnate,  but  had  been 
growing  upon  him  since  1817. — The  disposition  which 
might  haee  obtained  a  reiasmtion  of  the  restrictions  by  which 

.  Napokem  was  guarded,  noi  tmni/Bsfed  bg  kktU'^Bemamd  of 
Las  Cases  from  his  houstkoUL^MonihoUm's  various  Com* 
plaints  brought  forward  by  Lord  Holland  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  replied  to  by  Lord  Bathurst, — Effect  of  the 

fkUmre  of  Lord  Hotttmd's  Miotkm  upon  Bm&naparte.'^ 
Sgmptoms  ^  his  Illness  increase-'-his  rtfusal  to  take  Esfer^ 
cise  or  Medicines, — Removal  of  Dr  (fMeara  from  his  at- 
tendance  on  Buonaparte — who  refuses  to  permit  the  visits 
Of  emg  other  Enf^  FhgsMan.-^Two  Roman  CathoHe 
Priests  sent  to  St  Helena  at  his  desire.'--Napokon*e  Opi^ 
nions  on  tJ^e  subject  of  Religion. — Dr  Antommarchi  arrives 
to  supply  the  place  of  0*Meara. — Continued  Disputes  6e- 
iween  Napoleon  and  Sir  Hudson  Lowc-^-Pkins  for  Effect* 
iag  Buonaparte's  Escape* — Stkeme  ^  Johnstone,  a  daring 
Smuggler,  to  approach  St  Helena  in  a  Submarine  Vessel, 
and  receive  the  Prisoner  on  board^rustrated  by  the  Seizure 
^the  Vesseli^The  distufbed  state  of  Italy  and  other  causes 
smier  fresh  vigikmee  in  the  custody  ^  Ne^pdlmn's  pereem 
neeessary^-^His  Disease  increases^-^Letter  expressing  his 
Majesty's  interest  in  the  Illness  of  I^apoleon,-^Consent  4f 
the  latter  to  admit  the  visits  of  Dr  Arnott. — Napoleon  em* 
plegs  kimeeffin  making  his  WilL'-^^md  gives  e^er  directions 
connected  with  his  Decease, — Eatreme  Unction  administer' 
ed  to  him. — His  Death^  on  dth  May,  1821. — Anatomixa^ 
tion  of  the  Body.^His  Funeral. 

Refoets  had  been  long  current  concerning  the 
decline  of  Buonaparte's  health,  even  before  the  battle 
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of  Walerioo  ;  and  many  were  disposed  to  impute 
hb  fidiure  in  that  dedsive  campa^,  less  to  the  su- 
periority of  his  enemies  than  to  the  decrease  of  hn 
own  habits  of  actiyity.  There  seems  no  room  for 
snch  a  cmidusion:  The  rapid  manner  in  which  he 
concentrated  his  army  upon  Charleroi,  ought  to  have 
mlenced  such  a  report  for  ever.  He  was  sulgect  oc- 
casionally to  slight  fits  of  deepiness,  such  as  are  in- 
cident to  most  men,  espedally  after  the  age  of  forty, 
who  sleep  ill,  rise  early,  and  work  hard.  When  he 
landed  at  St  Helaui,  so  far  did  he  seem  from  diow« 
ii^  any  appearance  of  declining  health,  that  one  of 
the  British  grenadiers,  who  saw  him,  excldmed,  with 
hia  national  oath,  ^^  They  told  us  he  was  growing 
old ;— he  has  forty  good  campaigns  in  hb  belly  yet, 
d— n  him  r  A  speech  which  the  French  gentle- 
men envied,  as  it  ought,  they  said,  to  have  belongs 
ed  to  one  of  the  Old  Guard*  We  have  mentioned 
Cq>tain  Hallos  account  of  his  apparent  state  of 
healdi  m  summer  1817 ;  that  of  Mr  Ellis^,  about  the 
same  period,  is  simihur,  and  he  expresses  his  belief 
that  Buonaparte  was  never  more  able  to  undergo 
the  fatigues  of  a  campaign  than  at  the  mom^it  he 
saw  him.  Yet  at  this  time,  viz*  July,  1817,  Napo^- 
leon  was  alleging  the  decline  of  his  health  as  a  rea-> 
son  for  obtaining  more  indulgence,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  refused  to  take  the  exercise  judged  neces* 
sary  to  preserve  his  constitution,  unless  a  relaxa- 
tion ofsuperintendence  should  be  granted  to  him.  It; 
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i$  pr^ble^  howefer,  Oiat  he  himtelf  ftk,  wm  ai 
that  period,  the  gynptoma  of  that  mtcnial  malady 
i[rhi<di  ocmaumed  his  life.  It  is  now  well  known  tq 
have  been  the  cruel  complaint  of  which  his  father 
died,  a  cancer,  namely,  in  the  stomach,  of  wUdi  he 
had  repeatedly  expressed  his  apprefaensionisi,  both  in 
Russia  and  elsewhere.  The  pn^ess  of  this  cyuwase, 
howoTcr,  is  idow  and  insidious,  if  indeed  it  had  ac* 
tually  commenced  so  early  as  1817.  Gouigaud,  at 
a  much  later  period,  avowed  himself  a  complete  dis« 
bribver  in  his  iUness.  He  albwed,  indeed,  that  he 
was  in  low  spirits  to  such  an  extent  as  to  talk  of  c^ 
stroying  himself  and  his  attached  followers,  by  shut* 
tii^  himsdf  and  them  up  in  a  small  apartment  whh 
burning  charcoal-^an  easy  death,  whi<^  BerthoUet 
the  chemist  had,  it  seems,  recommended.  Neyerthe* 
less,  ^^  oD  Uie  subject  of  General  Bucmaparte^s  health, 
G^eral  Gourgaud  stated  that  the  Englkh  were 
much  imposed  upon ;  for  that  he  was  not,  as  ftx 
as  bodily  health  was  concerned,  in  any  degree  mate^ 
rially  altered,  and  that  the  representations  upon  this 
subject  had  little,  if  any,  truth  in  them.  Dr  O^McMra 
was  certably  the  dupe  of  that  influence  which  Qe- 
neral  Buonaparte  always  exercises  over  those  wiA 
whom  he  has  frequent  intercourse,  and  though  he 
(General  Gourgaud)  individually  had  only  reason 
de  9e  huer  de  Mr  O'Meara,  yet  his  intimate  know- 
ledge  of  General  Buonaparte  enabled  him  confident- 
ly to  assert  that  his  state  of  health  was  not  at  all 
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iTibiteilitti  it  hd  hetm  for  iome  time  pietiow  to  fab 
«tiv«l  ftt  Bt  Heleaa.'' 

'  Yet,  ae  before  hinted,  notwithiitaiKliiig  the  diibe* 
lief  of  firiends  wnd  foes,  it^seems  probaUe  that  the 
JtMMal  disease  of  which  Napofeon  died,  was  al« 
Teiidy  sdsitiig  upon  the  Titals,  thoiq^h  its  diaraettr 
-was  notdeoisively  announced  by  external  qrmptraia. 
Dr  Arnott,  surgeon  to  Ae  90ih  regiment,  who  at« 
Jended  on  Napolecb's  dei^-bed,  has  made  the  fol* 
-lowing  obsorvatioiis  upon  this  important  sntgeot : 

*^  We  are  given  to  understand,  from  great  anAo- 
^y,^  that  this  affection  of  the  stomach  cannot  be 
|ttodiiced  without  a  considerable  predisposition  of 
the  parts  to  disease.  I  will  not  venfoire  an  <q^nion; 
Init  it  is  somewhat  remarkaUe,  that  he  often  said  that 
his  father  died  of  sdrrhus  of  the  pykniis ;  that  the 
body  was  eianwled  after  death,  and  the  ftct  ascet- 
tained.  His  faithful  followers.  Count  and  Countess 
Bevtrand,  uid  Count  Montholon,  have  repeated^ 
declared  the  same  to  me. 

'^  If,  then,  it  should  be  admitted  that  a  proTious 
'^disposition  of  the  parts  to  this  disease  £d  exist, 
might  not  the  dejnressing  passkms  o£  the  mind  act  is 
4U1  exciting  cause  ?   It  is  rmte  than  probable  that 


*  «  feee  \}t  Baillie'8  inestimal^  book  on  Mort>id  Aitfttomy,  pp» 
141,  142."  , 
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Napilmi  Bsmapirte'i  natal  suffM&igs  in'Si  H#» 
lena  were  Teiy  poignant    By  a  man  of  such  anr 
bountei  ainUUton,  and  who  once  mmed  at  uniYenal 
dAminiaDf  captivity  must  have  been  severdy  Ml   : 
<<  The  dimate  of  St  Helosa  I  condder  healthy  i 
the  air  18  pure  and  temperate,  and  Europeans  enj^qr 
dMJv  beidthy  and  retain  the  vigour  of  their  Qonrtitiip 
4iflD»  aa  in  their  native  country.'' 
'  DrAsoMMUpKOceeda  to  state,  that  notwithstanding 
thisflatieral  assertion,  dysentery,  and  other  acute  d»- 
easea  of  ^  iJrforoinal  viscera,  prevailed  among  -the 
4n9fBk   This  he  imputes  to  the  carelessness  and  ii»- 
tenperance  of  the  English  soldiers,  and  the  fatigue 
ef  the  woddng  parties ;  as  the  officers,  who  had  litde 
fti|^  du^,  retained  their  health  and  stre^gtii  aa  in 
Europe.  ^*  I  can  therefore  safely  assert,''  ctotinuea 
4he  phyncian,  ^^  that  any  one  of  temperate  habits, 
who  is  ni^  eiposed  to  much  bodily  exertion,  night 
jur,  and  atmospherical  changes,  as  a  soldier  must  be, 
may  have  as  much  immunity  from  disease  in  St  H»- 
Jifim  |ui  m  iBurqfpe ;  and  I  may  therefore  fiarther  as- 
aert,  that  the  disease  of  which  Napoleon  Boonaparte 
died  was  no^  the  ^ect  of  climate." 

In  support  of  Dr  Amott's  statement,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  of  Napoleon's  numerous  family  of  near- 
ly fifty  persons,  English  servants  included,  onty  one 
died  during  all  thar  five  years'  residence  on  the  is- 
land; and  that  person  (Cipriani,  the  Major-Domo,) 
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had  contracted  the  ilhiess  which  carried  him  off,  bein^ 
a  species  of  consmnptioD,  before  he  left  Europe. 

Dr  Amott,  to  whose  opimon  we  are  induced  to 
gire  great  weight,  both  from  the  excdlence  of  his 
character  and  his  having  the  best  opportunities  of 
Buformation,  states  that  die  sdrrhus,  or  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  is  an  obscure  disease ;  the  symptoms  which 
announce  it  being  common  to,  and  characteristic  of, 
other  diseases  in  the  same  region ;  yet  he  early  con- 
ceived that  some  morbid  alteration  of  the  structure 
of  the  stomach  had  taken  place,  especially  after  he 
learned  that  his  patient^s  father  had  died  of  scirrhus 
of  the  pylorus.  He  believed,  as  already  hinted,  that 
the  disease  was  in  its  incipient  state,  even  so  far  bade 
as  the  end  of  the  year  1817,  when  the  patient  was  af- 
iected  with  pain  in  the  stomach,  nausea,  and  vomit- 
ing, especially  after  taking  food;  which  symptoms 
never  left  him  from  that  period,  but  increased  pro- 
gressively till  the  day  of  his  death. 

From  this  period,  therefore.  Napoleon  was  in  a  si* 
tuation  which,  considering  his  great  actions,  and  the 
heightof  his  former  fortunes,  deserved  the  compassion 
of  his  most  bitter  enemies,  and  the  sympathy  of  all 
who  were  disposed  to  take  a  moral  lesson  firom  the 
most  extraordinary  vicissitude  of  human  affairs  which 
history  has  ever  presented.  Nor  can  we  doubt  that 
such  reflections  might  have  eventually  led  to  much 
relaxation  in  the  severity  with  which  the  prisoner 
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WAi  wat'died,  mi,  it  niay  be,  at  length  to  his  enfir^ 
emancipatdmi.  But  to  attaiit  this  end,  it  would  have 
been  necessary  that  Napoleon's  conduct,  while  under 
restrictions,  should  have  been  of  a  very  different 
diaracter  from  that  which  he  thought  it  most  politic, 
or  felt  it  most  natural,  to  adopt.  First,  to  obtain 
Ae  sympathy  and  privileges  due  to  an  invalid,  he 
oi^ht  to  have  permitted  the  visits  of  some  medical 
person,  whose  report  might  be  held  as  completely 
impartial.  This  could  not  b^  the  case  with  that 
of  Dr  O^Meara,  engaged  as  he  was  in  the  prison- 
er's intimate  and  even  secret  service,  and  on  the 
worst  terms  with  the  Governor;  and  Napoleon'^s  po- 
sitive rejection  of  all  other  assistance  seemed  to 
countenance  the  belief,  however  unjust,  that  he  was 
either  feigning  indisposition,  or  making  use  of  some 
riigfat  symptoms  of  it  to  obtain  a  relaxation  of  the 
GoVemor'*s  vigilance.  Nor  was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  Dr  Antommarchi's  evidence,  being  that  of  an 
mdividual  entirely  dependent  on  Napoleon,  could 
be  considered  as  more  authentic,  till  corroborated  by 
some  indifierent,  and,  at  the  same  lime,  competent 
medical  authority. 

Secondly,  It  is  to  be  remembfered  that  the  funda- 
mental reason  on  which  Napoleon''s  confinement  was 
vindicated,  was,  that  his  liberty  was  inconsistent 
with  the  tranguilHty  of  Europe.  To  prove  the  con* 
Irary,  it  would  have  been  necessary  that  the  Ex- 
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JBmpefor  should  hgye  evinced  a  desire4o  retreat  fion 
political  disputes^  aud  shown  symptoms  of  having 
laid  aside  or  forgotten  those  ambitious  projects  which 
had  so  long  convulsed  Europe.  Compassion,  and  the 
admiration  of  great  talents,  might  then  have  led  ths 
states  i)f  Europe  to  confide  in  the  resigned  dispositions 
of  one,  whom  age,  infirmities,  and  sufferings,  appear* 
ed  to  incline  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  days 
to  ease  and  retiiement,  and  in  whom  they  might 
seen;!  a  sure  giuirantee  for  his  pacific  intentions.   But 
80  far  were  such  feelings  from  being  exhibited,  that 
everytliing  which  emanated  from  St  Helena  showed 
that  the  Ex-Emperor  nourished  all  his  former  plans, 
and  vindicated  all  his  former  actions.  He  was  not  sa* 
tisfied  that  the  world  should  adopt  the  opinion  that 
his  ambition  was  allayed,  and  his  pretensions  to  empire 
relinquished.    On  the  contrary,  his  efforts,  and  those 
of  the  works  into  which  he  breathed  his  spirit,  wen^ 
to  prove,  if  they  proved  anything,  that  he  never  en- 
tertaiiied  ambition  of  a  culpable  character— -that  his 
elaims  of  sovereignty  were  grounded  upon  national 
law  and  justice-^that  he  had  a  right  to  entertain  them 
formerly,  and  that  he  was  disposed  and  entitled  to 
assert  them  still.    He  was  at  pains  to  let  the  world 
know  that  he  was  not  altered  in  the  slightest  degree^ 
was  neither  ashamed  of  his  projects,  nor  had  renouU"* 
ccd  them ;  but,  if  restored  to  Europe,  th^t  he  would 
be  in  all  respects  J;he  same  person,  with  the  sam^ 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


SB2  LIFE  or 

dviif,  and  fitik  diminidied  actmiy,  as  when  he 
landed  at  Cannes  to  recover  the  empire  of  Fr^^ce. 

This  mode  of  pleading  his  caose  had  the  inevitaUe 
consequence,  of  confirming  all  those  who  had  deemed 
restrictions  on  his  freedom  to  be  necessary  in  the 
outset,  (and  these  were  the  great  miyority  of  £u« 
r(^,)  in  the  belief  that  the  same  reasons  existed  for 
continuing  the  restraint,  which  had  originally  caused 
it  to  be  imposed.  We  are  unwilling  to  revert  again 
to  the  hackneyed  simile  of  the  imptisoned  lion ;  but 
certainly,  if  the  royal  animal  whidi  Don  Quixote 
desired  to  set  at  liberty,  had,  instead  of  demeaning 
himself  peaceably  and  with  urbanity,  been  roaring, 
nm]^ng,  and  tearing  the  bars  of  his  cage,  it  may  bt 
^piestioned  whether  the  Great  Redresser  of  Wrongs 
himself  would  have  advocated  his  freedom* 

In  November  1816,  Napoleon  sustained  a  loss  to 
fhich  he  must  have  been  not  a  little  sensibly  in 
the  removal  of  Count  Las  Cases  from  his  society. 
The  devoted  attadiment  of  the  Count  to  his  person 
could  not  be  doubted,  and  his  age,  and  situation  as  a 
dvilian,made  him  less  aptto  enter  into  those  feudsand 
quarrels,  which  sometimes,  notwithstanding  their  ge- 
neral attachment  to  Napoleon,  seemed  to  have  arisen 
among  the  military  officers  of  the  household  dTLong* 
wood.  He  was  of  a  literary  turn,  and  qualified  to 
converse  upon  general  topics,  both  of  history  and 
science.    He  had  been  an  emigrant,  and  under- 
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itanding  iH  the  manoeuvres  and  inlrigmi  ^  thtt 
kncient  Noblesse,  had  many  narrations  whkA  Na- 
poleon was  not  unwilling  to  listaito.  Abore  all^ 
he  reeeired  and  Recorded  everything  which  was 
said  by  Napoleon,  with  undouUiog  fidth  and  uii* 
wearied  assidaity.  And,  like  the  auth(»r  <if  one 
oi  the  most  entertaining  books  in  the  l&gUsh  lati« 
guage,  (Boswell^s  Life  of  Johnson,)  Count  Las  Ca-. 
fees  thought  nothing  trivial  that  could  illustiate  Ua 
subject  Like  Boswell,  too,  his  veneradon  fhr  his 
principal  was  so  deep,  that  he  scans  to  have  lost,  iu 
some  cases,  the  exact  perception  of  right  and  wrong, 
in  his  detenmnatibn  to  oonoider  Napoleon  as  alwi^ 
in  the  right  But  his  attachment,  if  to  a  certam  de- 
gree tending  to  blind  his  judgment,  came  warm  ftMi 
his  heart  The  Count  gave  a  substantial.mark,  alsoy 
of  his  sincerity,  in  dedicating  to  his  masterVi  service 
a  sum  of  L.4000,  or  thereabout,  his  whole  private 
fortune,  whidi  was  vested  in  the  EngUsh  ftmds. 

For  our  misfortune,  as  also  for  Us  own,  dnoe  he 
must  have  considered  Mb  separation  from  Buoiis- 
parte  as  such.  Count  Las  Cases  had  been  tempted 
into  a  line  of  conduct  inconsistent  witii  tiie  engine- 
ment  he  had  come  under  witii  the  otiier  attendant 
of  the  Ex-Emperor,  not  to  hold  secret  commumcah 
tbn  beyond  the  verge  of  the  idand.  The  opportunity 
of  a  servant  of  his  own  returning  to  England,  indu- 
-ced  lum  to  confide  to  the  domestic's  clunrge  a  ktisr. 
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wtUteii  «qpon  a  pUoe  of  white  ailk,  that  it  might  be 
the  vme  rewdjlj  jcoa^ealef^,  whi^h  was  stitched  ipto 
^e  kd^s  clothes.  It  was  addressed  to  Fiinoe  Lu- 
cien  Btmiaparte.  As  this  was  a  direct  transgression, 
in  a  mpst  material  point,  of  the  conditions  whi^ 
Count  Las  Cases  had  promised  to  dbserve,  he  was 
^aftiissed  firoiQ  the  idand  and  sent  to  the  Cape  ^ 
Good  Hope,  and  from  th<enoe  to  Ejirop^.  His  Joijur* 
nal  remained  for  soa^^  tjimp  in  the  hands  of  Si^ 
Hudson  Lowe ;  but,  as  we  had  formerly  occajdon  to 
mention,  alterations  and  additions  wer^  afterwards 
made,  which,  in  general,  are  more  vituperative  of 
the  Governor,  than  the  manuscript  as  it  origiuiidly 
atood  when  the  Count  left  St  Helena.  The  alnidge- 
ment  of  the  Count's  stay  at  the  island  was  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  his  Journal  forms  the  best  record,  not 
cnly  of  Napdieon's  real  thoughts,  but  of  the  opinions 
srhich  he  desired  should  be  received  as  such.  Un- 
questicmably,  the  separation  froip  thjs  <^evoted  fol- 
lower added  greatly  to  the  disconsolate  situatbn  of 
-die  Exile  of  Longwood ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  su^ 
:pre8s  the  remark,  that,  when  a  gentleman  attached  to 
Niqpoleon's  suite  found  himself  at  liberty  th^is  to  break 
<through  a  plighted  engagement  in  his  cbieTs  behalf, 
4t  sufficiently  vindicated  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  for  put- 
ting littie  faith  in  the  professions  made  to  liim,  and 
declining  to  relax  any  reasonable  degree  of  vigiUuice 
whidi.  the  safe  custody  of  his  prisoner  seemed  to  do^ 
mand;  * 
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The  complaints  o£  Napoleon  and  his  followera 
prodaoed,  as  diey  on^  to  have  done,  an  inquii^ 
into  the  personal  treatment  of  the  £x-£mperor,  in 
the  Brilish  Pai'Uament ;  when  the  general  reasoning 
which  we  have  fainted  at,  joined  to  the  exposure 
ifrhich  miniiBters  afforded  of  the  exaggerated  represen- 
tations that  had  been  made  in  the  statements  which 
bad  come  from  St  Helena,  were  found  greatly  to  pre« 
pondarate  oyer  the  arguments  of  Napoleon^s  compas- 
sionate and  accomplished  advocate,  Lord  Holland* 

The  question  came  before  the  If  ouse  of  Lords,  on 
18th  March  1 81 7.  Lord  Holland,  in  a  speech  of  great 
good  sense  and  moderation,  disowned  all  attempts  at 
persuading  the  House,  that  the  general  Ibeof  ppli- 
cf  adopted  with  respect  to  Napdeon  should  be  chan- 
ged. It  had  been  adopted  in  contradiction  to  his 
(Lord  HoIland^s)  sentiments,  but  it  had  been  con- 
firmed  by  Parliament,  and  he  did  not  hope  to  obtain 
a  reversal  of  their  judgment  But,  if  the  confining 
Napoleon  was,  as  had  been  alleged,  a  measure  of  ne- 
cessity, it  followed  that  necessity  must  limit  what 
siecessity  had  created,  and  of  course  that  the  prisoner 
4Bhould  be  treated  with  no  unnecessary  harshness. 
His  lordship  did  not  presume  to  state  the  reports 
which  had  reached  him  as  absolute  matters  of  &ct^ 
but  (miy  as  rumours  which  demanded*  an  inquiry, 
where  the  honour  of  the  country  was  so  nearly  con- 
cerned: Most  of  the  allegations  on  which  Lord  HoU 
Jand  grounded  his  motion,  were  contained  in  a  paper 
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of  complaints  sent  by  General  Montholon.  The  par- 
ticulars noticed  in  this  remonstrance  were  drcuiii- 
stances  which  have  been  already  adverted  to,  but 
may  be  here  briefly  noticed,  as  well  as  the  answers 
by  the  British  goYemment 

First,  the  restrictions  upon  the  exercising  ground 
formerly  allowed  to  Napoleon,  was  alleged  as  a  grie- 
vance. The  climate  of  St  Helena,  Lord  Holland 
admitted,  was  good,  but  his  lordship  complabed  that 
the  upper  part  of  the  island,  where  Longwood  was 
situated,  was  damp  and  unhealthy.  The  inconveni- 
ence of  the  house  was  also  complained  of. 

Lord  Bathurst,  the  colonial  secretary  of  state,  re- 
plied to  this  charge,  that  the  general  accounts  of 
Longwood  described  it  as  healthy.  It  had  been  the 
usual  country  r^idence  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor, 
which  went  far  to  show  that  the  site  could  not  be  ineE* 
gible.  The  situation  had  beoa  preferred  by  Napoleon 
himself,  who  was  so  impatient  to  take  possession  d£ 
it,  that  he  even  wished  to  have  pitched  a  tent  there 
till  the  house  could  be  cleared  for  his  reception.  The 
restriction  of  the  bounds  of  ezerciBe,,he  explained  to 
have  been  caused  by  Napoleon^s  evincbg  some  dis- 
position  to  tamper  with  the  inhabituits.  He  still  had 
a  circuit  of  eight  miles,  within  which  he  might 
range  unattended  and  uncontrolled.  If  he  wished 
togo  &rtiier,hewas  at  liberty  to  traverse  the  island, 
upon  permitting  an  orderly  oflScer  to  join  his  suite. 
His  refusal  to  take  exercise  on  such  terms,  was  not 
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tbe  fault  of  the  BrUkh  goremment ;  and  if  Napo- 
leoa^s  health  suffered  in  consequence,  it  was  the  re- 
suit  not  of  the  regulations,  which  were  reasonable 
and  indispensable,  but  of  his  own  wilfulness  in  refu« 
sing  to  comply  with  them. 

The  second  class  of  exceptions  taken  by  Lord  Hol- 
land, was  against  what  he  considered  as  the  harsh 
^md  iniquitous  restrictions  upon  the  Exile^s  commu- 
nication with  Europe.  He  was  not,  his  lordship 
stated,  permitted  to  obtun  books,  or  to  subscribe 
for  journals  and  newspapers.  All  intercourse  by 
letter  was  interdicted  to  the  disdnguished  prisoner, 
even  with  his  wife,  his  child,  and  his  nearest  and 
dearest  relatives.  He^was  not  allowed  to  write  un- 
der seal  to  the  Prince  Regent 

Upon  these  several  topics  Lord  Bathurst  answer- 
ed, that  a  list  of  books,  the  value  of  which  amount- 
ed to  L.1400  or  L.1500,  (which  General  Mcmthohm 
termed  a  few  books,)  had  been  sent  by  Napoleon  to 
Britain ;  that  the  commissioners  put  this  list  into  the 
hands  of  an  eminent  French  bookseller,  who  had  sup- 
plied as  many  as  could  be  obtained  in  Londcm  and 
Paris,  but  several  of  them,  chiefly  wotks  on  military 
matters^  could  not  be  procured.  The  volumes  which 
<eould  be  procured,  had  been  sent,  with  an  apology  for 
the  omission  of  those  wluch  were  not  to  be  gotten ; 
but  the  residents  of  Longwood  had  not  admitted  the 
excuse.  Respecting  the  permission  of  a  free  subscrip- 
tion by  Napoleon  to  journals^  Lord  Bathurst  deem^ 
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^  it  his  duty  to  place  some  restriction  upon  that  spo* 
cies  of  indulgence,  attempts  having  being  detected  j;o 
icstablish  a  correspondence  with  Napoleon  through 
^e  medium  of  newspapers.  On  the  subject  of  inter- 
course with  Europe  by  letter,  Lord  Bathurst  stated 
that  it  was  not  interdicted,  unless  by  the  condition 
that  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  should  previously  be  permit- 
ted to  read  the  letter,  whether  of  business  or  other* 
wise.     This  right.  Lord  Bathurst  stated,  had  been 
exercised  only  by  the  Governor  in  person,  and 
viith  strict  delicacy  and  feeling;  and  he  repelled, 
with  the  most  flat  contradiction,  the  assertions  of 
Montholon,  that  the  .Governor  of  St  Helena  had 
broken  open  and  detained  letters,  under  pretence 
that  they  did  not  come  through  the  channel  of  the 
English  minister.     Lord  Bathurst  said,  that  Gene- 
ral Montholon  had  beai  challenged  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  to  produce  a  single  instance  of  such  tyranny 
having  been  permitted,  but  that  the  French  genejal 
liad  remained  silent,  the  assertion  beij;^g  absolutely 
false.  All  the  letters  which  the  relatives  of  Napoleon 
,were  disposed  to  send  through  his,  Lord  Bathurst^ 
office,  he  said,  should  be  instantly  forwarded,  but  it 
was  a  necessary  preliminary  that  such  should  be 
written.     Now,  a  letter  from  his  brother  Joseph, 
which  was  received  in  October  last,  and  instantly  for- 
warded, was  the  only  one  from  any  of  his  family 
or  relatives   which  had  reached  the  oflSce.     Hi;s 
lordship  then  adycjrted  to  the  regulation  which  eijiM?|T 
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ed,  thai  eyen  a  letter  to  tbe  Prince  Regent  ntiat 
pass  through  the  Govemor  of  St  Hekna's  liands  ivt 
an  open  state.  Lord  Bathurst  explained  that  the 
regulation  gave  the  Govemor  no  authority  or  option 
as  to  transmitting  the  letter,  which  he  was  directed 
to  forward  instantly.  The  rule  only  required  that  Sir 
Hudson  Lowe  should  be  privy  to  the  contents,  in 
order,  that,  tf  it  should  contain  any  impeachment  of 
his  conduct,  his  defence  or  apology  might  reach  Lon* 
don  as  soon  as  the  accusation.  This,  his  lordship  re- 
marled,  was  necessary,  in  ordet  that  no  time  might 
be^  lost  in  redressing  a'  complaint  of  a  grave  charac* 
ter,  ot  in  repelling  any  frivolous  and  unsubstantial 
change.  He  added,  that  shoidd  any  sealed  letter  bo 
addressed  to  the  Prince  Regettt  by  Napoleon,  he^ 
Lord  Bathurst,  would  have  no  hesitation  to  open  it, 
if  the  Gt>vemor  had  not  previously  done  so.  He 
ishould  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to  forward  it  in« 
8tantly  as  addressed  whenever  he  wito  acqaainteit 
with  the  contents ;  but  being  in  his  department  re* 
sponsible  for  the  acts  of  the  sovereign,  he  would  feel 
it  his  duty  to  make  himself  previously  acquainted 
with  the  nature  of  the  communication. 

Thirdly,  Lord  Holland  touched  on  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  sum  allowed  for  the  maintenance  of  Na^ 
poleon,  and  on  the  unworthiness  of  making  that  per* 
sonage  contribute  to  bear  his  own  charges.  The  mu 
nisters,  his  lordship  stated,  having  placed  him  in  a 
situation  where  great  expense  was  necessary,  turned 
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round  upon  him,  and  insisted  that  he  should  himself 
be  in  a  great  measure  at  the  charge  of  supporting 
it 

■  Lord  Bathurst  replied  by  stating  the  facts  with 
ilrhich  the  reader  is  abready  acquainted.  He  mention* 
ed,  that  the  sum  of  L.8000  had  been  fixed  upon  as 
adequate,  after  the  heavy  expenses  of  the  first  year ; 
and  that  it  was  increased  to  L.1S,000,  on  the  remon- 
strance  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe.  This  allowance,  he 
said,  was  the  same  giyen  to  the  Govemor,  who  had 
to  bear  the  cost  of  frequent  entertainments.  It  did 
not  appear  to  government,  that  the  family  of  Na- 
poleon, which  was  to  be  maintained  on  the  footing 
of  that  becombg  a  general  officer  of  distinction, 
ought  to  cost  more  than  that  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
who  actuaUy  held  that  condition,  with  the  necessity 
of  discharging  the  expenses  of  his  staff,  and  all  other 
incumbent  disbursements.  He  gave  some  details  on 
Uie  subject  of  the  provisions  and  the  cellar,  from 
which  it  appeared,  that,  besides  the  inferior  species 
of  wine,  the  table  of  Napolecm  was  supplied  at  the 
rate  of  two  bottles  daily  of  those  of  a  superior  qua* 
lity  for  each  individual 

Lord  Holland  concluded  with  statmg,  that,  al- 
though Queen  Mary  could  be  no  otherwise  regarded 
than  as  the  Utterest  enemy  of  the  illustrious  Eliza- 
beth, yet  the  greatest  stab  upon  the  memory  of  the 
latter  sovereign  was  not  the  unjust,  for  uryust  it  was 
not,  but  the  harsh  and  ungenerous  treatment  of 
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M$Ty.  He  remincled  the  House,  that  it  would 
not  be  considered  by  posterity,  whether  Buonaparte 
had  been  justly  punished  for  his  crimes,  but  whether 
Great  Britain  had  acted  in  that  generous  manner 
which  became  a  great  country.  He  then  moved  for 
the  production  of  such  pi^rs  and  omreqpondence 
I^etwixt  St  Helena  and  the  British  goyemment,  as 
should  seem  best  fitted  to  throw  light  on  the  perso- 
nal treatment  of  Napoleon. 
,  It  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  candid  and  liberal 
manner  in  which  Lord  Holland  stated  the  case,  he 
was  led  into  a  comparison  un&vourable  to  his  own 
figumait.  To  have  rendered  the  case  o(  Mary,  (the 
justice  of  which  his  lordship  admitted^  in  questiiming 
i\B  generosity,)  parallel  to  that  of  Napoleon,  two  re* 
markable  circumstuices  were  wanting.  First,  Mary, 
fyt  firom  being  at  war  with  Queen  Eliz^th^  was  os- 
tensibly on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  that  sove- 
reign when  she  took  refuge  in  England ;  secondly, 
the  British  ministry  testified  no  design  to  finish  Na- 
poleon^s  confinement  by  cuttmg  off  his  head. 

Lord  Damley,  who  had  concurred  with  Lord 
Holland  in  desiring  an  inquiry,  now  considered  the 
reports  alli^ded  to  as  totally  refuted  by  the  candid 
and  able  statement  of  Lord  Bath^st,  and  was  not  of 
opinion  that  Lord  Holland  should  press  the  motion 
fiurther.  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham's  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  broad  ground  of  Napoleon'^s  delin« 
quendes  towards  Europ^^  and  England  in  particular. 
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He  wfts  of  dpihicm,  thai  eyety  cli^e^of  res6*amt  ne- 
ccETsary  to  prevent  his  escape,  should  be  imposed  and 
enforced.  The  severe  and  close  durance  to  which  Ge- 
neral Buonaparte  was  subjected,  was  not,  his  lord- 
6hip  said,  dictated  by  motives  of  revenge,  but  of  se- 
eurity.  It  was  a  piece  of  pofitical  justice'  whidh  We 
owed  to  Europe,  and  th6  defeat  of  whi6h  would  never 
be  forgotten  in  this  or  in  any  other  state  of  the  civi« 
lized  world. 

The  motion  of  Lord  Holland  do€i  not  appear  to 
have  been  secfonded,  and  was  negatived  without  a 
division* 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  fidlui^  of  this  effort 
in  the  British  Senate  had  a  deep  effect  oh  Napo* 
leon^s  spirits,  and  may,  perhapis,  have  aggravated 
that  tendency  to  disease  in  the  stomach,  which  was 
cuspected  to  have  already  taken  place.  Nothing  is 
better  known,  though  perhaps  few  things  are  more 
difficult  to  be  satisfac^totily  explained,  than  the  myste- 
rious connexion  betwixt  distress  of  mind  and  the  ac- 
tion of  the  digestive  powers.  Violent  sickness  is  pro- . 
duced  on  many  persons  by  extreme  and  sudden  afflic- 
tion, and  almost  evety  one  feels  the  stomach  more  or 
less  affected  by  that  which  powerfully  and  painfully 
occupies  the  mind.  And  here  We  may  add,  that  Lord 
Holland's  kindness  and  compassion  for  so  great  a  man, 
under  such  severe  circumstances,  were  shown  by  a  va- 
riety of  delicate  attentions  on  his  part  and  that  of  his 
lady,  and  that  the  supplies  of  books  and  other  articles 
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lent  by  Ihap  throii^the  JPoveign  Office^  where  every 
facility  was  afforded  for  the  conveyance,  omtinaed 
from  time  to  time  to  give  Napoleon  assurance  of  their 
sympathy.  But  though  he  gratefully  felt  their  at- 
ien^ions,  his  distress  of  body,  and  perhaps  of  mind^ 
assumed  a  character  incapable  of  receiving  consolar 
tion. 

This  unhappy  state  was  kept  up  and  prok>nged  by 
Ae  extent  to  which  Buonaparte  indulged  in  deter^ 
inined  opposition  to  the  various  regulations  respect- 
ing the  custody  of  his  person ;  on  which  subject, 
everything  which  occurred  occasioned  a  struggle 
against  the  authority  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  or  a  new 
^ort  to  obtain  the  Imperial  distinctions  which  he 
considered  as  due  to  his  rank. 

The  last  point  seems  to  have  been  carried  to  the 
length  of  childish  extravagance.  It  was  necessary, 
for  example,  that  Dr  O'Meara  should  report  to  the 
Governor  of  the  island  the  state  of  the  prisoner's 
health,  which  b^gan  to  give  room  for  serious  appre« 
hension.  Napoleon  insisted,  that  when  this  bulletin . 
was  rendered  in  writing,  O'Meara,  whom  he  consi- 
dered as  in  his  own  service,  should  give  him  the  title 
of  Emperor.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  Doctor  remou'^ 
strated,  pleading  that  the  instructions  of  government, 
as  well  as  the  orderia  of  Lieutenant-General  Lowe,  ^ 
prbhibited  him  from  using  this  forbidden  epi&et; 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  at  last  prevailed  that 
the  word  Personage  or  Patient  might  be  substituted 
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^ihe  offensive  pbri^^i^^^^fi^^iH^^'^'fM^  Hud 
^bifi  iiig$in>ous  d^vic^  not  bee«  resorted  to,  ihere  eould 
llitTe  bfiQp  no  commmucntioji  with  tho  goTenuaem  on 
th«  snbj^t  of  Ni^leon's  hefdth. 

The  physieiw  of  Napoleon  had  tiU  now  enjoyed 
an  ea^y  office.  JIU  health  was  naturally  sound,  and 
like  many  persons  who  enjoy  the  same  inestunable 
advj^ntag^  the  Ex-Epnperor  doubted  of  the  heaBng 
pow^s  of  medioines  which  he  never  needed  to  uae. 
Abstiu^nce  was  Im  chief  resource  against  stomal 
f  opipli^ntf^  when  these  began  to  assail  him,  and  the 
b(ith  was  frequently  resorted  to  when  the  pangs  be-» 
camQ  more  acute*  He  also  held  it  expedient  to  change 
the  character  of  his  way  of  living,  when  he  felt  affect* 
ed  with  illness.  If  it  had  been  sedentary,  he  rode 
hard  and  took  violent  ex^cise ;  and  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  had  been  taking  more  exercise  than  usual, 
he  was  accustomed  to  lay  it  aside  for  prolonged  r^ 
pose*  But  more  recently  he  had  not  the  wish  to 
mount  on  horsebad^,  or  take  exercise  at  all* 

About  the  S£th  of  September,  1818,  Napoleon's 
health  seems  to  have  been  seriously  affected  He 
complained  much  of  nausea,  his  legs  swelled,  and 
there  were  other  unfavourable  symptoms,  which  in** 
duoed  his  physician  to  tdl  him  that  he  was  of  a  tern*. 
.  perament  which  required  much  activity ;  that  con- 
stant exertion  of  mind  and  body  was  indispensable ; 
and  that  without  exercise  he  must  soon  lose  bis 
health.     He  immediately  declared,  that  while  expo. 
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fed  to  the  diaHenge  of  senility  he  never  wouU  Uke 
exercife,  however  necesMry.  Dr  O^Mearm  pn^MMBod 
calKng  in  the  assigtance  of  Dr  Baxter,  a  medical 
j^ntleman  of  eminence  on  Sfr  Hudson  Lowers  staff. 
*^  He  coold  but  say  the  same  as  you  do,^  said  Na- 
poleon, ^  and  recommend  my  riding  abroad;  never- 
tbeless,  as  Icmg  as  the  present  system  continue^  I 
will  never  stir  out^  At  another  tinie  he  ezprfssed 
the  same  resolution,  and  his  determination  to  take 
.  no  medicines.  Dr  O'Meara  rqpUed,  that,  ifrthe  dk^ 
ease  should  not  be  encountered  by  remedies  in  due 
time,  it  would  terminate  fatally*  His  answer  was  re- 
markable: "I  will  have  at  least thf  consolation  thiat 
my  death  wiU  be  an  eternal  dishoimur  to  the  Enj^ish 
nation,  who  sent  mc  to  this  dimate'  to  die  under  the 
hands  of  *  *  *  *.^  The  physician  again  rq^esented, 
that  by  neglecting  to  take  mediciM,  he  would  acce- 
lerate his  own  death*  "  That  whidi  i^  written  is 
written,""  said  Napoleon,  looking  up.  **  Our  days  are 
reckoned.^ 

This  deplorable  and  desperate  course  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  partly  to  spite  Sir  Hudson  Lowe, 
partly  in  the  reckless  feeUngs  of  despondency  inspi- 
red by  his  situation,  and  in  some  d^ee,  perhaps, 
was  the  effect  of  the  disease  itself,  whidi  must  ne- 
^^essarily  have  didnclined  him  to  motion.  Napo- 
leon might  also  hope,  tbat^  by  thus  threatening  to 
iiyure  his  health  by  forbearing  exercise,  be  mi^t 
extort  the  Governor's  acquiescence  in  some  points 
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which  were  disputed  betwixt  them.  Wl  en  the  Go- 
vernor sent  to  offer  him  some  extension  of  his  riding 
ground,  and  Dr  O^Meara  wished  hitn  to  profit  by 
the  permissdoin,  he  replied,  that  he  should  be  insult- 
ed by  the  challenge  of  the  sentinels,  and  that  he  did 
not  choose  to  submit  to  the  caprice  of  the  Governor, 
who,  granting  an  indulgence  one  day,  might  recall 
ft  the  next.  On  such  grounds  as  these, — which, 
after  all^  amounted  just  to  this,  that  being  a  prison* 
er,  an^ne  of  great  importance,  he  was  placed  under 
a  system  of  vigilance,  rendeired  more  necessary  by  the 
constant  intrigues  carried  on  for  his  escape,— did  he 
feel  himself  at  liberty  to  neglect  those  precautions  of 
exercise  and  medicine,  which  were  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  his  health.  His  conduct  on  such  oc- 
casions can  scarce  be  termed  worthy  of  his  powerful 
mind;  it  resembled  too  much  that  of  the  froward 
child,  who  refuses  its  food,  or  its  physic,  because  it 
is  contradicted. 

The  removal  of  Dr  O'Meara  from  Napoleon^s 
person,  which  was  considered  by  him  as  a  great  in- 
jury, was  the  next  important  incident  in  the  mono- 
tony of  his  life.  It  seems,  from  quotations  given 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  that  Dr  O'Meara  had  been 
for  some  lime  a  confidant  of  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  and 
was  recommended  by  him  to  ministers  as  a  person 
by  whose  means  he  could  learn  what  passed  in  the 
family  of  Napoleon.  But  in  process  of  time,  Dr 
0'Meara,gh>wing,  perhaps,  more  btimate  with  the 
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pri9(m»)  beeame  unwiUbg  .lo  (mpply  tb^.G^oToroar 
Willi  the  ioforniatum  of  whidi  he  had  be^  fonnorly 
profuse^  and  a  quaiiel  took  place  betwixt  him  and 
Sir.  Hudson  .Lowe.  In  describing  the  scenes  which 
passed  between  him  and  the  Governor^  we  haye  tl^ 
ready  said  that  Dr  O'Meara  writes  with  a  degree  of 
personal  animosity,  whi<^  is  unfavourable  to  bis  own 
credit.  But  his  departure  from  St  Helena  was  oc» 
casioned  by  a  wanner  mark  of  the  interest  which  he 
took  in  Napoleon'^s  fortunes,  than  could  be  inferred 
from  his  merdy  refusii^  to  in&rm  Sir  Hudson  of 
what  was  said  at.  Longwqod. 

Dr  O'Meara  seems  not  only  .to  have  taken  the 
part  of  Napoleon  in  his  controversies  with  the  (tor- 
vempr,  but  also  to  have  engaged  d^ply  in  forward* 
ing  a  secret  correspondence  with  a  Mr  Hohnes,  the 
£x-Emperor*l9  ag^t  in  London.  This  appears  to 
have. been  clearly  proved  by  a  letter  receiv/ed  from 
the  agent,  relating  to  large  rem^taoces  .of,  monef 
to  St  Helena,  by  the  connivance  of  the  physician.^ 
Under  such  suspicions  Dr  O'Meara  was  withdrawn 
by  the  Govemor^s  mandate  from  attending. on  the 
person  of  Napoleon,  and  sent  .back  to  England. 
Napoleon  had  never  obeyed  his  medical  injunctions. 


*  The  letter  aUaded  to  is  quoted  at  fnS  length  in  the  Quarterly 
Betiew,  VoL  XXVIII.  p.  234,  to  p.  506.lt  was  received  after  Dr 
0*Meara*t  dismission,  which  therefore  must  have  been  occasioned 
only  by  the  suspicion  of  #hat  wiss  afterwards  pfoved. 
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bill  he  eompUkied  aetwoly  wbea  he  was  veedled 
flrem'Us  householdt  e:i^efndi^  hk  beUief  dHit  die 
depriving  faim  of  die  medical  alte^^huH,  whose  pre- 
MripdoBS  he  had  never  followed,  was  a  dkect  and 
bold  step  in  tbhe  fdbn  contrived  fi»r  ttmrdering  Mmv 
It  is  {HTobabk,  however,  he  regretted  Dr  Q'Meara'a 
secret  seirvices  more  than  those  which  were  profes- 
mnat. 

Sit  Hudson  Lowe  again  offered  the  asnstaaoe  of 
Dr  Baseter,  but  this  was  construed  at  Longwood  mto 
an  additional  <^me.  It  was  even  treated  as  ajt  ^ 
bt  Ug  with  suq[ttdon.  The  Governor  tried,  it  was 
said,  to  fAxi  hir  own  private  phyfiociim  upon  the 
Emperor,  doul^ess  that  he  might  hold  his  life  mofe 
ei^tuaHy  in  bis  power.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
&itish  ministers  Were  ansons  Aat  everything  should 
be  d^ie  which  could  prevent  comj^asits  on  dus  head. 
«<  Yoii  cannot  better  fulfil  the  wishes  of  his  Majea- 
IgF^i  government,  (says  one  of  Lord  Bathurst^s  dis- 
pirt^es  to  ihe  Grovemor^)  than  by  givipig  effect  to 
any  measure^  wUch  you  may  connder  calculated  to 
prevent  any  just  ground  of  dissatisfaction  m  the 
part  of  General  Bu<»aparte,  on  account  of  any  xeal 
at  supposed  kadequw^  of  medical  attendance.'^ 

Dr  Stokoe^  surgeon  €m  board  the  Concjueror,  was 
next  c^Ued  in  to  vint  at  Longwood.  But  differences 
arose  betwixt  him  and  the  Giiveinor,  and  t^r  a  few 
visits  bin  attendiMM^e  on  Napoleon  was  dischargied.  - 

After  this  period,  the  prisoner  expressed  his  detes- 
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nAuAm^  whttvvfr  might  be  die  exirenily  of  km 
due^  not  to  penntt  the  viritt  of  wbl  Engfith  pfayti* 
eiiti ;  sod  *  commhsion  wm  seitt  t6  Ilily  lo  ohtiAl 

*  medical  man  of  reputfttion  firbm  some  of  the  moiI* 
mtiefl  in  that  ccmntry*  At  the  mine  time,  Napoleoa 
rignifiM  a  desnre  to  hare  the  AoaifNmy  of  a  CMbolt 
priest.  The  propoti^on  for  this  pnrpoeeoameAiMgli 
his  unele,  Cardinal  Fes^,  to  thePi^  g^rtniBieDt^ 
and  reacHy  received  the  alseni  of  the  Bntuh  nnni* 
st>y.  It  wouU  appear  liuit  diis  ndssioti  had  been 
thought  hy  1ms  Hdmesi  to  resemble,  in  bobms  degrei^ 
Aose  sent  hito  foreign  and  misbtUeting  amntitea; 
fnr  two  icfattfdinittiirete  dispatched  lo  Si  Hetauffa^^ 
stead  of  one.  ^ 

The  senioQT  priest,  Father  Bonarita^  was  an  ddoK 
ly  man,  snbject  to  the  infirmities  belongnig  to  bis 
period  of  life,  m4  lm>ken  by  a  reddence  of  twent]^ 
sbt  years  in  Menco.  His  speech  had  been  alfetted 
by  a  paratytic  stroke.  His  recommendation  to- the 
office  whkh  he  now  undertook,  was  has  harh^f  beoa 
Father  Confessor  to  Napolemi^s  mother.  Ifis  eoi6- 
panion  was  a  young  Abb6^  called  Vignidi.  Bodi 
were  pious,  good  men,  well  qiuiMfied,  deubthss^  to 
l^ve  Napoleon  the  comfort  which  their  church  hoUs 
oat  to  those  who  receive  its  tenets,  but  not  so  much 
to  to  reclaim  wanderers,  or  confirm  those  who  might 
doubt  the  doctrines  of  the  chitfch. 

•  Argument  or  controrersy,  hdwerer,  were  not  nri- 
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«MBary.  Napoleon  had  dedared  hk  resoltttioii  to  die 
in  ifae  f(Uth  of  his  fathers.  He  was  nalher  an  infiddl, 
he  said,  nor  a  philosopher.  If  we  doidk  whether  a 
person  who  had  conducted  himself  towards  the  Pope 
m  the  way  which  history  records  of  Napolecm,  and 
who  had  at.  one  time  been  excommnniciitedy  {if,  in- 
^feed,  the  ban  was  yet  removed,)  could  be  sincere  in 
his  general  professions  of  Catholicism,  we  muM;  at 
least,  acquit  the  Exile  of  the  chaise  of  delflbetale 
atiidsm.  On  rarious  occasions,  he  expressed,  with 
deep  fSeelings  of  devotion,  his  conviction  of  the  ex- 
istem^  of  the  Deity,  the  great  truth  upon  which  the 
whble  system  of  religion  rests ;  and  this  at  a  time 
when  the  detestable  doctrines  of  atheism  and  mate- 
rialism were  generally  current  in  Francie.  Imme- 
diately after  his  elevation  to  the  digility  of  First 
Consul,  he  meditated  the  restoration  ci  reljgicm ; 
^and  thus,  in  a  mixture  of  feeling  and  of  policy,  ex- 
'pressed  himself  upon  the  subject  to  Thibaudeau,  then 
a  councillor  of  state.  Having  combated  for  a  hmg 
dme  the  systems  of  modern  philosophers  upon  diffe- 
rent kinds  of  wcnrship,  upon  deism,  naturid  religion, 
andsofiirth,  he  proceeded.  <^  Last  Sunday  even- 
s', in  the  general  silence  of  nature,  I  was  walking 
in  these  grounds  (of  Malmaison).  The  sound  of 
the  diurch^bell  of  Ruel  fell  upcm  my  ear,  and  renew- 
ed all  the  impressions  of  my  youth.  I  was  profound- 
ly affected,  such  is  the  power  of  early  haUt  and  as« 
sociattons ;  and  I  considered,  if  such  was  the  case 
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With  me,  whftt  must  not  be  the  eB0Ct  of  such  itcoU 
lections  npcm  the  more  ample  imd  arednloas  yulgtr  ? 
Let  yonr  philo«o]^er8  answer  that.  The  people 
must  have  a  xdigton.^  He  went  on  to  state  the  terms 
on  which  he  would  negotiate  with  the  P<^>  and 
added,  **  They  will  say  I  am  a  papist — lamnosocb 
thing.  I  was  a  Mahomedan  in  Egypt — I  will  be  k 
CathoUe  here,  for  the  good  of  the  people.  I  do  not 
belieye  in  forms  of  religion,  but  in  the  existence  of  a 
Grod  !^  He  extended  hk  hands  towards  Heayen— • 
*^  Who  is  it  that  has  created  all  above  and  around 
US  ?^  This  sublime  passage  proves  that  Napoleon 
(unfortunate  in  havbg  proceeded  no  farther  towards 
the  Christian  shrine)  had  at  least  crossed  the  thresh^ 
hold  of  the  temple,  and  believed  in  and  worshii^^ed 
the  "Great  Father  of  the  Universe. 

The  missionaries  were  received  at  St  Helena  with 
civility,  and  the  rites  of  mass  were  occasbnally  per- 
formed at  Longwood.  'Both  the  dwgymen  weie 
quiet,  unobtrusive  characters,  confining  themselves 
to  their  rcdigious  duties,  and  showbg  neither  the 
abilities  nor  the  active  and  intriguing  spirit  which 
Protestants  are  apt  to  impute  to  the  Catholic  priest* 
hood. 

The  same  vessel  which  arrived  at  St  Helena  on 


*  Mempire  sur  Ic  Consalat,  1799  et  1804. 
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the  18eh  September,  in  1819,  witfi  these  physicians 
forthemmd,  bnmght  with  tfaefliDf  F.  AttKnttmnrchi, 
'Itattomic  pto-sectctf  (that  is,  assiAtant  to  'a  pifofessot 
<if  anatomy,)  to  the  Hospital  of  St  Marie  Neuye  at 
Florence,  attached  to  the  University  <£  Piita,  who 
wa^  designed  to  supply  die  place  atnmt  the  prison<« 
et*n  person,  occupied  by  Dr  O^MeAra,  and  iiftei^  him 
provisionally  by  Dr  Stokoe.  He  continued  to  hold 
the  office  till  Napoleon^s  deaA,  and  his  Aiccount  cf 
1m  Last  Moments,  a  work  in  two  vohkmes,  thoi^ 
less  interesting,  and  showing  fwt  less  acutenebs  than 
that  of  Las  Cases,  or  of  O'Meara,  is  yet  useM  and 
entertaining,  as  relating  to  the  la^t  days  of  So  extra^ 
ofdinary  a  person.  Dr  Antommarchi  seems  to  have 
be^i  acceptable  to  Napoleon,  and  the  rather  that  be 
was  a  native  of  Corsica.  He -brought  also  news  from 
his  family.  The  IVincess  Pauline  Borghese  had  of- 
fered to  come  to  attend  him.  '^  Let  her  remain  where 
she  is,**  said  Napoleon ;  "  I  would  not  have  her  wit- 
ness the  degrading  state  which  I  am  reduced  to,  and 
tte  insults  to  which  I  am  subjected.'* 

It  is  needless  to  resume  the  subject  of  these  alleged 
insults.  They  consisted  in  the  precautions  which  % 
Hudson  Lowe  deemed  himself  oUiged  to  take  for  the 
security  of  his  prisoner;  particularly  in  requiring  that 
a  British  officer  should  be  regularly  made  assured 
of  his  being  at  Longwood^  and  that  an  officer,  not 
under  the  rank  of  captain,  should  attend  him  on 
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the  excursions  whieh  he  proposed  to  make  tfarotsgh 
the  island.    On  diese  sulgeets,  Napoleon  had  made 
his  mind  up  to  a  species  of  passive  resisttfice;  wmde 
had»  as  we  have  seoi,  abeady  ^pressed  himself  dei> 
termined  to  take  no  exerdse,  however  indiq^ensaUe 
to  his  health,  unless  the  regulations  of  his  confine- 
ment were  entirely  dispensed  with,  or  modified  ae« 
cording  to  his  own  pleasure.     This  was  an  argu- 
ment ad  misericordiam^  which  must  have  given  the 
Govenunr  great  distress  and  uneasiness,  since,  if  the 
health  t>f  the  prisoner  should  fiul,  even  though  it  ^ 
was  through  his  own  wilfulness,  Sir  Hudson  could 
not  expect  that  his  conduct  would  escape  censure. 
At  the  same  time,  if  he  yielded  to  th£i  species  of 
compulsory  argument,  it  might  be  carried  to  an  ex«^ 
tent  altogether  bccmsistent  with  the  safe  custody  of 
the  c]q>tive.    His  vigilance  was  also  sharpened  by 
constant  reports  of  plots  for  the  liheratum  of  Napo- 
leon ;  and  the  sums  of  money  whieh  he  and  his  ^ 
mily  had  at  their  command,  rendered  it  dangerous  to 
trust  to  the  natural  securities  of  the  island.     It  is 
remarkable,  too,  that,  in  demanding,  as  a  matt^  of 
right,  freedom  from  the  restricdons  of  which  he  oom*- 
plahied.  Napoleon  never  proposed  any  concessbns^ 
on  his  part,  by  offer  of  his  parole  or  otherwise,  whick 
might  tend  to  |^ve  any  additional  moral  assurance,, 
in  place  of  those  limitations  whidi  he  desired  to* 
have  removed.    Yet,  to  accommodate  himself  ii^ 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


S84  LiF£  or 

lome  degree  to  his  prisoner'^g  obstinacy.  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  was  content  that  the  British  officer,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  report  on  the  presence  of  Napoleon 
at  Longwood,  should  only  be  required  to  satisfy 
himself  of  it  by  such  indirect  opportunitira  as  his 
walking  in  the  garden,  or  appearing  at  the  window, 
permitted  him  to  enjoy,  and  on  such  occasions  he  was 
enjoined  to  keep  his  own  person  concealed.  In  this 
way  there  were  days  which  passed  without  any  re- 
gular, report  on  this  most  important  point,  for  which 
Sir  Hudson  Lowe  would  have  been  highly  respon- 
sible  if  an  escape  had  been  effected.  We  beg  to  refer 
to  Dr  Antommarchi's  work  for  instances  of  the  pe- 
culiar and  grossly  indelicate  Opportunities,  which,  to 
compound  between  the  necessity  of  the  case  and  the 
obstinacy  of  Napoleon,  his  attendants  took  to  make 
his  person  visible  when  he  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Schemes  for  Napoleon^s  escape  were  not  wanting. 
A  Colonel  Latapie,  distinguished  as  a  partizan  offi- 
cer, was  said  to  be  at  the  head  of  an  attempt  to  carry 
him  off  from  St  Helena,  which  was  to  be  undertaken 
by  a.band  of  desperadoes  from  America.  But  Na^- 
poleon  said,  he  knew  too  well  the  character  of  such 
adventurers  to  hope  to  profit  by  them.  Grovemmcnt 
had  other  information  of  attempts  to  be  made  from 
America,  but  none  of  them  seem  to  have  proceeded 
to  any  serious  length. 

It  was  different  with  the  undertaking  of  Johnstone, 
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a  smuggler  of  an  uncommonly  resolute  character,  and 
whose  life  had  been  a  tissue  of  desperate  risks.  He  had 
made  a  memorable  escape  from  Newgate,  and  had  a£i 
terwards  piloted  Lord  Nelson^s  vessel  to  the  attack  of 
Copenhagen,  when  the  ordinary  masters  of  the  fleet, 
and  pilots,  declined  the  task.  Johnstone  was  also 
said  to  have  meditated  a  bold  attempt  to  carry  off 
Buonaparte  on  a  form^  occasion,  when  he  trusted 
himself  on  the  water  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Flush- 
ing.* And  now  he  certainly  engaged  in  a  plot  to  de- 
liver Napoleon  from  St  Helena,  of  a  very  singular 
kind.  A  submarine  vessel,  that  is,  a  ship  capable  of 
being  sunk  under  water  for  a  certain  time,  and  of 
being  raised  again  at  pleasure  by  disengaging  cer- 
tain weights,  was  to  be  the  means  of  effecting  this 
enterprise.  It  was  thought  that  by  sinking  the  ves- 
sel during  the  daytime,  she  might  escape  the  notice 


*  Such  at  lea/st  was  the  report.  The  attempt  was  to  have  been 
made  by  Johnstone  and  his  desperate  associates  in  a  boat,  which  they 
were  to  row  across  the  Scheldt  towards  Flushing,  just  .when  Nqpo- 
leon  was  proceeding  thither.  They  were  to  board  the  Imperial  barge, 
throw  every  one  save  Napoleon  into  the  sea,  and,  removing  him  to 
4]ieir  own  light  row-boat,  were  to  puU  out  and  deliver  him  up  to  the 
British  squadron,  then  cruizing  off  the  island.  It  is  added,  that  Na- 
poleon took  the  alarm  from  seeing  a  boat  rowing  very  swiftly  towards 
him,  and,  ordering  his  crew  to  pull  harder,  or  give  way,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, the  smuggler,  instead  of  running  athwart  the  barge,  feU  astefs, 
and  the  opportunity  was  lost.  We  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
good  authority  for  this  8t<^. 
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-of  the  British  eroisera,  and  being  raited  at  night, 
Alight  approach  the  guarded  rock  without  discov^. 
The  vessel  was  actually  begun  in  one  of  the  build- 
ing-yards upon  the  Thames ;  but  the  peculkrity  of 
her  construction  having  occasioned  suspicions,  she 
was  seised  by  the  British  government. 

These,  and  others  which  we  could  name,  were  very 
|imlotts  and  wild  attempts,  yet  calculated  to  keep 
vigilance  alive ;  fi>r  in  every  case  in  which  great  na- 
tural difficulties  had  been  surmounted  by  such  &ar 
terprises,  it  has  been  because  these  difficulties  have 
-been  too  much  relied  upon.  But  while  such  precari- 
ous means  of  escape  were  presented  from  time  to  time, 
the  chance  upon  which  Napoleon  secretly  relied  for 
rdease  from  his  present  situation  was  vanishing  from 
his  eyes. 

His  ease  was  mentioned  in  the  House  of  Comr 
mens,  but  incidentally  only,  on  the  12th  July,  1819. 
The  sulgect  was  introduced  into  a  debate  on  finance, 
whai  Mr  C  H.  Hutchinson  pointed  out  the  yearly 
expend  of  detaining  Napoleon  at  St  Helena,  which 
he  stated  to  amount  to  halfa-million  sterling,  as 
a  useless  expenditure  of  public  money.  In  this 
statemoit  he  received  no  countenance  from  any  <»e 
except  Mr  Joseph  Hume;  It  was  answered  by  the 
Chaxicellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  and  the  expanse  was 
declared  not  to  exceed  a  fifth  part  of  the  sum  alleged. 
The  leading  members  of  Opposition  seemed  to  take 
17 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NATOLKOK   llUONAI*AKT£.  2ft7 

Ao  intfrciit  in  the  quei^on ;  Md  U  was  beUevtd  at 
St  Helena,  that  NapoleonV  diaapipouitment  in  the 
Slopes  whidi  he  had  entertuned  of  their  strong  and 
overpowering  interposition  in  his  behalf,  first  led  to 
his  mental  depression  and  total  abandonment  of  hope. 

The  complexion  of  the  times,  indeed,  had  become 
'such  as  to  strengthen  every  reason  which  existed  for 
detaining  him  in  captivi^.  The  state  of  England, 
pwing  to  thedisoontent  and  sufferings  of  the  manufiie- 
tMring  districts,-*-and  more  especially  that  of  Italy, - 
convulsed  by  the  short-lived  revolutions  of  Naples 
and  Savoy, — ^rendered  the  safe  custody  of  Napoleon 
a  matfier  of  more  deep  import  than  it  had  been  at 
liny  time  jdnc^  his  fall.  What  the  effect  of  his  name 
HHght  have  produced  in  that  moment  of  general  com- 
motion, cannot  be  estimated,  but  the  consequences  of 
his  escape  must  have  been  most  formidable. 

The  British  ministry,  aware  of  the  power  of  such 
A  sjorit  to  work  among  the  troubled  elements,  anxi- 
ously enjoined  additional  vigilance  to  the  Governor 
of  St  Helena: 

*^  The  overthrow  of  the  Neapolitan  governmaiit, 
,  the  revolutionary  spirit  which  ipore  or  less  prevails 
over  all  Italy,  and  the  doub^  state  of  France  it- 
s^,  must  excite  his  attention,  and  clearly  show  that 
a  crisis  is  fast  approaching,  if  not  already  arrived, 
when  his  escape  would  be  productive  of  important 
consequences.    That  his  partisans  are  active  cannot 
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be  doubted ;  and  if  be  be  ever  wiOiiig  to  hazard  die 
attempt)  be  wBl  never  aUow  such  an  opportunity  to  . 
escape.  You  will,  therefore,  exert  all  your  attrition 
in  watching  his  proceedings,  and  call  upon  the  Ad- 
miral to  use  his  utmost  vigilance,  as  upon  the  navy 
so  much  must  ultimately  depend.^^ 

The  alarm  was  natural,  but  there  was  no  real 
cause  for  apprehension.  Polities  and  war  were  ne- 
ver more  to  know  the  powerful  influence  of  Napo- 
leon Buonaparte.  His  lost  hopes  aggravating  the 
progress  of  the  cruel  disease,  which  had  its  source 
in  the  stomach,  it  now  affected  the  whole  firame, 
and  underinined  the  strength  of  the  constitution. 
Death  was  now  finally  to  terminate  the  fretfiil  and 
degrading  discussions,  by  whidi  he  inflicted,  .and 
from  which  he  received,  so  much  pain,  and  to  open 
the  gates  of  a  prison,  for  which  Hope  herself  could 
scarce  present  another  key.  The  symptoms  of  dis- 
organization in  the  digestive  powers  became  more 
and  more  apparent,  and  his  reluctance  to  take  any 
medicincy  as  if  from  an  instinctive  persuasion  that 
the  power  of  physic  was  in  vain,  continued  as  ob- 
stinate as  ever.  On  one  of  the  many  disputes 
which  he  maintained  cm  this  subject, .  he  answered 
Antommarchi's  reasonbg  thus : — "  Doctor,  no  phy- 
sicking.   We  are,  as  I  already  told  you,  a  machine 


*  Dispatches  to  Sir  Hudson  Lowe,  30th  September,  1820. 
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m&iB  toh/f^.  We  ne  orgtnized  &r  thftt  pm-poBo. 
and  such  k  Our  mluife.  Do  sot  countecaict  tl^  livitig 
principle.  Lei  it  alrae— leave  it  tke  liberty  of  cle« 
^oditkg  it8ell^-4t  will  do  better  thtn  your  d^ugg. 
Our  body  is  a  watcb,  that  i»  intended  to  go  fbr  a 
giyentime.  The  watchmaker  cannot  open  it ;  and 
innst,  <m  handling  it,  grape  hig  way  blindfolded  and 
at  rand<»n.  For  once  that  he  assists  and  relieres  it 
1^  dint  ci  tormentbg  it  with  his  crool^  instm* 
wamUh  he  injures  it  ten  times,  and  at  last  destroys 
it.''    This  was  on  the  14th  of  October,  ISm 

As  the  Ex-Emperor's  health  grew  weaker^  it  can- 
not be  thought  extraordinary  that  his  mind  became 
m<»e  and  more  depressed.  In  lack  of  other  means  of 
amusing  himself,  he  had  been  somewhat  interested  in 
the  construction  of  a  pond  and  fountain  in  the  garden 
of  Longwood,  which  was  stocked  with  small  fishes. 
A  misti^re  of  copperas  in  the  mastick  employed  in 
cementing  the  basin,  had  affected  the  water.  The 
creatures,  which  had  been  in  a  good  measure  the  ob- 
ject of  Napoleon's  attention,  began  to  sicken  and  to 
die.  He  was  deeply  affected  by  the  circumstance, 
and,  in  language  strongly  resembling  the  beautiful 
yerses  of  Moore,  expressed  his  sense  of  the  fatality 
which  seemed  to  attach  itself  to  him.  "  Everything 
I  love— everything  that  belongs  to  nw,"  he  exclaim- 
ed, *^  is  immediately  struck.    Heaven  and  mankind 

VOL.  IX.    '  T 
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iniite  to  aflict  me.^*  At  oilier  limes  he  ItmeRted 
bis  decay  of  energy.  The  bed,  he  said,  was  now  a 
place  of  luxtity,  which  he  woald  not  exchange  tot  d) 
the  thrones  in  the  universe.  The  eyes,  which  for* 
merly  were  so  yigilant,  could  now  scarcely  be  open^ 
ed.  He  recollected  that  he  used  to  dictate  to  four  or 
five  secretaries  at  once.  ^  But  then,^  he  srid,  ^  I 
was  Napoleon— now  I  am  no  k>nger  anythfaip-'-my 
strength,  my  faculties,  forsake  me— I  no  hmger  Hyev 
I  only  exist.'"  Often  he  remained  rilent  for  many 
hours,  suffering,  as  may  be  supposed^  much  pam^ 
and  immersed  in  profound  melandioly. 

About  the  2Sd  January,  1821,  Napoleon  appeared 
to  resume  some  energy,  and  to  make  some  attempt  to 
conquer  his  disease  by  exerdse.  He  mounted  his 
horse,  and  galloped,  for  the  last  time,  five  or  six 
miles  around  the  limits  of  Longwood,  but  nature 
was  oyercome  by  the  effort.  He  complained  that 
his^  strength  was  sinking  under  him  rapidly. 

The  GoYemor  had  abready  transmitted  to  Bri- 
tun  accounts  of  NapoIeon^s  decay  of  healthy  without 
having  it,  however,  in  his  power  to  ascertain  how  far 
it  was  real,  or  how  far  the  appearances  were  assu- 


"  ^  Twai  arer  ihiift-.firQBi  childhood's  hour 
IVe  seen  my  fondest  hopes  decay  ; 

I  never  loved  a  tree  or  flower, 
But  was  the  first  to  hde  away.** 
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QfrnfEK^^^trng/oon  or  jAysieiiimiar  weoM  kf 
auiboriie  the  eonununieiMaim  of  Dr  A^ummucl^ 
with  Sir  Hnteo  Lowe.  The  Govemc?  wsf  oU^ 
to  stttke  aocouBts  of  the  prisonei^s  decUw^.  beiil^  IP 
leportSy  the  vedi^  of  which  he  had  BO  means  of  iMflMh 
tafaung,  11m  generouBfeeliDgs  of  the  Great  Fenoir 
age  at  the  Head  of  the  Britiih  Goyenmeiit  wfie  11%. 
tiuidfy  de^y  interested  in  the  firte  of  the  prisoner 
and  prompted  him,  by  every  means  in  his  poiireri  ai^l 
especially  Iqr  ^presnons  of  his  own  syaq^y,  to  e^i^ 
tendsudi  hope  and  comfort  to  Napoleon  aahecoulfl 
be  supposed  to  receiye,  under  the  necessity  of  his  coi|- 
tinued  captiidty.  The  following  is  Lord  BathontV 
cKspatch  to  Sir  Had«m  Lowe  on  this  intonating 
s^ect,  dated  16th  February,  1821 : 

^^  I  am  aware  how  difBcult  it  is  to  make  any  coo^ 
mnnicaticm  to  the  General  whidi  will  not  be  liable  tP 
misrepresentation ;  and  yet,  if  he  be  really  ill,  he  may 
deriTe  s<mie  consolation  by  knowmg,  that  the  repeat* 
ed  accounts  which  have  of  kte  been  transmitted  of 
his  dedining  health  have  not  been  received  with  in* 
difference.  You  will,  therefore,  communicate  to  Get- 
neral  Buonaparte  the  great  interest  which  his  M»- 
jeHy  has  taken  in  the  recent  accounts  (^  his  in- 
disposition, and  the  anxie^  which  his  Miyesty  fod^ 
to  affiurd  him  every  relief  <^  which  his  situation 
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admits.  You  Will  assure  General  Buonaparte  that 
tbere  ii  no  aSeviatioii  nrliielt  eatf  be  dferived  ftom 
additiouid  medical  asdstance,  nor  any  arrangement 
consistatit  wilb  the  safe  custody  of  his  person  at 
Bt  Hdena,  (and  his  Majesty  cannot  now  hold  out 
-any  expectation  of  his  remova]})  which  hia  Majesty 
Is  not  mostready  and  desirous  to  aibrd.  You  wilt  i«st 
only  repeat '  the  off^  which  has  wlready  been  moite 
than  once  made,  of  such  further  medical  assistailoe 
as  the  island  of  St  Heloia  affords,  but  you  will  give 
'  Mm  the  option  of  procuring  the  attendance  <^  any  of 
the  medical  gendemen  who  are  at  the  Cape,  whfere 
ihere  is  one,  at  least,  of  considerable  eminence  in  his 
profession :  and  in  case  of  any  wish  being  expressed 
hy  the  General  to  receiye  such  as^tanee,  you  will 
consider  yoursetf  authorised  to  make  a  ccMnmni^ea- 
don  to  the  Cape,  and  take  such  other  measures  as 
may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  immecHate  attend- 
ance  of  the  person  whom  the  General  inay  name.* 

Napoleon  had  not  the  satisfaction  to  know  the  in- 
terest which  his  Majesty  took  in  his  illnesa»  wMch 
would  probably  have  afforded  him  some  gleam  of 
consolation.  The  tenor  of  the  letter  might,  pevfaiqps, 
iiave  induced  him  to  think,  that  his  own  system  of 
jpertinacious  contest  with  the  authorities  under  whose 
diarge  he  was  placed,  had  been  so  for  injudicious,  as 
to  lead  to  doubts  of  the  reahty  of  the  disoider  un- 
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4tt  vJnoh  Jm  ms  djomg;  and  had  dwidbn.b^ 
giMl  caoae  of  intacqpdBg  ihe  s3nq^y,  «d  per* 
liqpfl  the  idk^  whidi  mart  otherwise  haie  yrrtftiidfil 
kielf  to  a  ftitaalioB  90  widl  desonring  of  ( 
lion. 

Towards  the  end  ^  Fefaroary  the  disease  i 
ned  a  duuracter  stiU  more  formidable,  and  Dr  Aa» 
tommardii  became  desirous  of  obtaining  a  consuki- 
fltmn  widiMHho  of  die  Eiq;iidi  medical  men.  The 
EmperorV  aversion  to  their  assistance  Jiad  been  in* 
creased  by  a  well-meant  offer  of  the  Goyeraor,  a&* 
noimcbg  that  a  phyucian  of  eminenee'  had  arrived 
at  the  island^  whom  he  therefore  placed  at  Grenees^ 
Bmmapairte^s  deyotion.*  This  proposal,  like  every 
other  advance  on  thepart<tf^  Hudson.  Lowe,  had 
been  received  as  a  meditirted  injory ;  *^  He  wants  to 
deceive  Europe  by  fidse  bulletins,^  said  Napdecm; 
*•*  I  wiHkiotsee  any  one  who  is  in  cowimnnifiatjon  widi 
him.^  To  refuse  seeing  every  physician  but  his  own, 
was  cortainly  an  option  whidi  ought  to  have  bsien  left 
in  Napoleon^s  dioioe,  and  it  was  so  left  aooordfingly. 
But  in  dius  obstinately  dedining  to  see  an  impartiid 
medical  man,  whose  report  must  have  been  condu- 
flive  respecting  his  stataof  health,  Napolecm  unque^ 


•  Dr  Shortt,  physician  to  the  forces ;  who,  at  this  time,  replaced 
Dr  Baxter  as  principal  medical  officer  at  8t  Helena,  and  to  whom 
wf  )me  hem  obliged  ^  much  yalu^ls  totooation. 
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titmribly  itatD^gkmuk  tl»  \rikA,  dun  Ui  one  mm 
vtfH  Ml  dfespeMUe  as  it  pfordl  to  be. 

AtfcpglhlheE^^EmpiHgceiiiqrtedArtDrAa- 
tennuadd  diouU  oontdt  with  Dr  Anott,  suigeon 
iof  theSOthRq^iment  Batthemitedopiiiioiiof  die 
medical  gendemen  eoaU  not  oveieome  the  aTeiata 
of  Napolecm  to  me&me,  orabik^  the  fadicf  whii^  he: 
MtKMedintbegkHVlBydoefttiBesof&taliaQai.  ''Qaod; 
scriptum  scriptmn,^  he  replied  in  die  fau^^aagedrn 
Moslem ;  <*  All  dutt  is  to  faappm  is  written  domi. 
Our  hour  u  iiiatked>  and  it  is  not  in  oar  porwor  to 
dttm  a  momeirt  longer  of  life  ihan  Fate  has  pipdes- 
tined  for  ueu^ 

Dr  Antommnrdii  finaUy  pfevafled  in  obtaining  ad- 
auttanoe  for  Dr  Amott  into  the  apartmeiU  and  pre- 
sence c^  the  padent,  who  com^ained  (AieHy  of  his 
stomach,  <^  the  dispon^i  to  TOmit,  and  d^cienej 
of  the  d^^esdve  powors.  He  saw  him,  fbr  die  first 
time  <m  Ist  April,  1821,and  oontinned  his  vints  rq^ 
larly.  Napdeon  expressed  his  opinion  dot  Us  liver 
was  affiscted.  Dr  Amott^s  observadons  led  him  to 
tUnk,  that  though  the  acdon  of  the  liyer  might  bo 
.imperfisct,  the  seat  of  the  disease  w»  tobe  looked  Ibr 
elsewhere.  And  here  it  is  to  be  remarked,  diat  Na- 
poleon, when  Dr  Antommarchi  expressed  doubts,  on 
the  state  of  his  stomach,  had  repelled  them  widi 
sharpness,  though  his  own  priyate  belief  was,  that  he 
was  afflicted  with  the  cUsease  of  his  fiuh^.    Thus, 
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Willi  *  mfnamm  unomiftismff  Mtaxil  etm^  to  « 
flick-bed)  he  comnmyiiciled  to  floneof  bisretiiiue  his 
•eiifle  of  wlutt  diseafle  a^cted  him^  thooglH  iifira^ 
luqwof  flomeoourseofioe^idiiebeiiigpropo^  h% 
did  not  d(»Bire  tb^t  hU  suigem  8lM>iild  know  his  gug- 
]^<i<m8.*  From  the  ISlh  to  Ibe  Sdlh  of  April,  Na. 
poleon  was  a^giged  from  ^e  to  time  la  making  his 
testamentary  bequesti,  of  which  we^hall  have  occa* 
sum  to  make  awne  men^n  toeafter,  as  iUostmtive 
ofhis^pecuUarcbaiacterandsentimttits.  Ontheday 
bat  mentioned,  he  was  greatly  exhausted  by  the  fiitigQe 
of  writing,  and  showed  qri^ptoms  of  over^exdtatioiL 
Among  these  may  be  safdy  included,  a  plan  whidi 
he  qpokeof  fiir  reomcilingidlteUgioiis  disMnsions  in 
Fianoe,wliidihe  said  he  bad  designed  to  cany  into 
eSecL 

As  the  strength  of  the  patient  gradually  sunk, 
the  symptoms  of  his  disease  became  leas  equiro* 
cal,  until,  on  the  27th  April,  the  ejection  of  a 
dark-coloured  fluid  gave  fiurther  insight  into  the  na- 
ture of  the  malady .  Dr  Antommsrehi  persevered  in 
attributing  it  to  dimate,  whtdi  was  flattering  the 
wiib  of  the  patient,  who  desired  to  ky  his  death 
upon  biff  confinement  at  St  Helena;  while  Dr  Atr 


*  Madame  Bertrand  mentioned  to  Dr  Shortt,  that  Napoleon  con- 
ceived  himself  dyii^  of  caoeer  ia  the  stemadi,  which  she  ooiiaidei<(d 
as  a  lio^te  whim* 
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noit  exftemeA  his  bdief  that  the  disease  was  titer 
tame  whidi  cut  off  hia  £itber  m  the  pure'ur  of 
Montpellier.  Dr  Antommarchi,  as  usually  happens' 
to  the  repoiter  of  a  debate,  silenced  his  antagcmbt 
in  die  argument,  although  Dr  Ajmott  had  by  this 
time  obtained  ibe  patient^s  own  audiotity  for  tMt 
assertion.  Hpcm  the  38th  oi  April,  Nap<deon  gav^ 
instnietioQs  to  Antommarchi,  that  after  his  death  Us 
body  Aould  be  opened,  but  tfiat  no  Eogikh  ma* 
dical  man  should  touch  him,  unless  in  th(S  case 
of  asostance  being  absolute^  necessary,  in  wludi 
case  he  gave  Antommarchi  leave  to  call  in  that  of  Dr 
Amott  He  directed  that  his  h^irt  should  be  am- 
veyed  to  Parma,  to  Maria  Louisa ;  and  requested 
amdoudy  that  his  stomach  diould  be  partieohrly 
examined,  and  the  report  transmitted  to  his  son. 
<^  The  vomitings,^  he  said,  '^  which  succeed  one  an- 
otha*  idthout  intaruptbn,  lead  me  to  su^>ose  that 
the  stomach  is,  of  all  my  orguis,  the  mest  diseased; 
and  I  am  inclined  tabeUeve  that  it  is  attacked  jwith 
the  same  disorder  which  killed  my  fiu;her,--^l  mean 
a  sdrrhus  in  the  pylorus.''  On  the  2d  Mqr,  the  pa- 
ti^t  returned  to  the  same  inteiestingsubjeot,  remind- 
ing Antommarchi  of  his  anxiety  that  the  iatomadi 
should  be  carefully  examined.  ^<  The  physidans  of 
Montpellier  hacl  announced  that  the  sdrrhus  in  ^ 
pylorus  wojjld  be  hereditary  in  my  family.  Thw 
^port  is,  I  believe,  in  the  hands  of  Louis.  Ask  for 
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ic^and  compiHrelt  mih  your  own  obsenraiioiis,  ibat 
I  may  saye  my  son  from  tke  sufferings  I  now  expo* 
ritticc."' 

During  the  3d  Mi^,  it  was  seen  that  the  Hfe  of  Na- 
poleon was  drawing  evidently  to  a  close ;  and  his  fol- 
lowers^  and  particularly  Ins  physician,  became  desi- 
rous to  call  in  more  me£cid  assistance ;— that  of  Dr 
l^ortt,  physician  to  the  forces,  and  of  Dr  Mitchell, 
sturgeon  of  the  flag-ship,  was  referred  to.  Dr  Sfaortt, 
however,  thought  it  proper  to  assert  the  dignity  be* 
hmglng-to  his  profession,  and  refttsed  (being  under 
the  same  roof  with  the  patient,)  to  give  an  opinion 
on  a  case  of  so  much  importance  in  itself^  and  at- 
tended  with  so  much  obscurity,  unless  he  were  per- 
milled  to  see  and  examihe  him.  The  officers  of  Na« 
poleim^s  household  excused  diem^Ives,  by  profess^ 
ing  that  the  Emperor^s  strict  commands  had  been 
laid  on  them,  that  no  English  physician,  Dr  Amott 
excepted,  dK>uId  approach  his  dying  bed.    They 
said,  that  even  when  he  was  speechless  they  would 
be  unable  to  brook  his  eye,  should  he  turn  it  upon 
them  in  reproof  for  their  disobedience. 

About  two  o'dock  of  the  same  day,  the  priest 
Vignali  administered  the  sacrament  of  extreme  unc- 
tion. Some  days  before.  Napoleon  had  explained  to 
him  the  manner  in  whidi  he  desired  his  body  should 
be  liud  out  in  state,  in  an  apartment  Ughted  by 
torches,  or  what  Catholics  call  une  dumhre  ardente. 
^^  I  am  neither,^  he  said,  in  the  same  phrase  which 
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wt  hKfe  bnoeAj  quolad,  ^  «pUJofoplier«or  a  phy. 
wiaou  Ib^ierein  God|  aodmii  <^iliereligiim(^ 
my  fiuber.  It  is  not  eror^body  who  can  be  an 
4itbeist  I  was  bom  a  CadudiC)  amlwiEfiilfillall 
the  duties  6f  the  Catbc^  Church,  and  reoeiye  ibe 
agsistahcp  which  itadmiaiiters.^  He dien  tamed  to 
Dr  Antomman^,  whom  he  seems  to  have  suspected 
of  heterodoxy,  whidi  Ae  Doctor,  however,  disoimed. 
^<  How  can  you  carry  it  so  fiur?^  he  said.  ^Canyon 
j[|ot  belieye  in  God,  whose  foistenee  everything  pro-» 
tslaims,  and  in  whom  the  greatest  minds  have  belie^ 
ved?'* 

As  if  to  mark  a  dodng  pwtt  <£  resemUanee  bi»- 
twixt  Cromwdl  and  Napoleon^  a  deeadfol  tonpest 
lurose  on  the  4th  May,  which  {nreoeded  the  day  diat 
was  to  dose  the  mortal  ttdstenee  of  tins  extraordinary 
man.  A  willow,  which  had  been  the  Exile^s  &vour^ 
ite,  and  under  which  he  hid  ofbn  eB|oyed  the  fiesb 
fareeae,  wias  torn  up  by  die  hurricane ;  and  almost 
all  the  trees  about  I^ongwood  diared  the  same  fate. 

The  Sth  of  Migr  came  amid  wind  and  rain.  N»- 
polecm's  pascdng  spiHt  was  ddiriously  engaged  in  a 
strife  more  terrible  than  that  of  the  elements  around. 
Thcsl  words  *^  tite  Sar'mJU^  the  last  which  escaped 
his  lips,  intimated  that  his  thoughts  were  watching 
th0  current  of  a  heady  fights  About  eleven  minutes 
before  six  in  the  evening,.  Napoleon,  after  a  struggle 
which  indicated  the  or^^  strei^  of  his  constUu* 
ctii^n,  breathed  his.last* 
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Ths  ofioertef  Nipokon'i  booadMld  wtre  ikpo* 
mi  to  hare  the  body  nnatomhiwl  in  waefc  But  Sir 
HudMi  Lowe  had  too  diep  s  aea«e  of  ibe  reiponA- 
unity  uD^r  wUdi  he  and  Im  cmmtty  stood,  to  pev- 
■dt  tins  to  tidce  place.  Hedeeboed)  tbilelmiiflie 
weiie  xedaoed  to  make  use  ^f  fince,  he  would  ifisoie 
Ae  imscnce  of  Eoj^idi  phydciaas  at  the  disieetkn. 

GeMrab  Bertraad  and  Moathelott,  w^  Maidi- 
and,  ibe  ▼alet'^fe-dambre  of  the  deeeased,  were 
present  at  the  operation,  which  tMftk  place  on  the 
CdiofMay,  It  was  abo  witnessed  by  i%  Thomas 
Beade,  and  some  Bxitidistafr^Bkeri.  IbrsThomae 
Shsctt,  ArdiflMdd  Anott,  Charles  Mitefadl,  Mat* 
Ihew  liTingstone,  and  f  rands  Bnrttm,  all  of  them 
medical  men,  were  also  present  The  cause  of 
deadi  was  sufficiently  evident  A  large  nicer  0(s 
cupiedafanost  the  whole  of  the  stomach.  Itwasonly 
the  strong  adhenon  of  the  diseased  parts  €i  that 
organ  to  theccmcave  surfiue  of  thekbeof  thelivter^ 
whicb,  bdng  over  the  ulc^,  had  prolonged  the  pa* 
tient's  life  by  preventing  the  escape  of  the  oontents 
of  the  stomach  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  All 
the  other  parts  of  the  viscera  were  fisund  in  a  tdkra- 
bly  healthy  state.  The  report  waa  signed.  1^  the  Bri^ 
tish  mescal  geirtietten  pveasnt    Dr  Antommarchi 
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WM  ibMt  to  add  hm  «llortirtk«,  iiAteii,  iieoiM!^&^;  to 
HilbhBftdon  vUdi  we  consider  as  eonrect,  Gemaal 
Bertrand  inteidicted  his  do^g  so,  beeanae  the  report 
was  drawn  np  as  rdaAig  to  the  body  of  Qeneral 
BuoHaparie,  Dr  Aotommarchi^s  own  acooant  does 
no^  we  belieTe,  greatiy  (^ttatfnm  that  of  ^  Brittsh 
proftssional  persons,  though  1»  hasdrawn  concloriMs 
fh>m  it  whidi  are  appax«!i%  inooBiistatt  wi  A  the  pa- 
ftient^so#n  ocmiriction,  and  the  ghasdyevid^ieeof^e 
anatomicil  operation.  He  continued  to  inriat  thiit 
his  bte  patron  had  not  HeA  of  the  cancer  wUck  we 
baye  described,  or,  in  medUed  language,  of  scirrhoa 
of  the  pjrkH*u8,  but  of  a  ckrvnic-^^ro-bepatiUsy  a 
'  disease  he  stated  to  be  endeanc  in  tiie  idand  o£  St 
Hdena ;  ^thot^h'-we  4o  not  obseire  it  asserted  or 
pioved  'tiiat  the  hosj^Ud  of  the  island,  at  an^  time, 
pvodticed  a  single  case  like  that  of  tiie  deoeasedeap- 
tivc. 

The  gentiemen  of  Napdeon^s  suite  were  ^esitona 
that  his  heart  should  be  preserved  and  givoi  to  their 
eustody.  But  Sir  Hudson  Lowe  did  nbt  feel  himself 
at  liberty  to  permit  this  upon  his  own  authority.  He 
agreed^  however,  that  the  heart  should  be  placed  in  a 
siher  Tase,^lled  with  spirits,  and  interred  ahmg  with 
the  body ;  so  that,  in  case  his  instructions  from  home 
should  so  permit,  it  nught  be  afierwards  diainhumed 
and  sent.to  Emope. 

The  place  of  interment  became  the  n^U  subject  oi 
discussion.    On  this  subject  Napoleon  had  been  in<* 
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etmmnteoL  IBs  tcsUmeiittrydiipotitioii  eiqprc96ed  a 
wiaiitlmt  hu  imii^  flhoaidbe  dq[K>6ited  on  thebaic 
ofllie Seine;  artq^»8tir}iiohliecoiild  Aotfor«aia-\ 
Btant  suppose  wmiU  be  cotepUed  wiih,  and  whidi  ap^l 
pears  to  hare  been  made  sokly  f<Nr  the  sake  of  pnn 
docang  effect  ThereflectioiiofaiiiiistaotwotildluHre 
been  salBdeiit  id  call  to  xecoUectaeii,  that  he  woidd 
not,  while  m  pbver,  hate  aUowsed  Louis  XYIII.  a 
grayeinthehmdofhisfiithen;  luiriiiilhe-pcvaitthe 
Temaitis  of  die  Diic  D^£iighieii  any  other  intefnieBt 
Aan  that  assigned  to  the  poorest  outca^  who  is  hud- 
'dled  to  ear&  oli  Ae  spot  on  which  be  dies.  But 
nmther  did  the  agitated  state  of  the  puUic  mind,  now 
general  through  Italy,  recommend  the  nieas«ai«^ 
"  Agrayefor  theEinperor  of  FrancCf  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  ro<^  island  to  which  his  last  yeats  wore 
limited,  was  the  altematiye  that  remained ;  aod  sensi- 
ble  diat  this  was  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  had.himsdf 
indicated  the  spot  where  he  widied  to  lie.  It  was  a 
small  secluded  recess,  called  Slane^s,  or  Haines^  VaU 
1^,  where  a  fountain  arose,  at  which  hk  Chinese  do- 
mestics used  to  fill  the  nlyer  pitdi^rs  which  ikej  car- 
ried to  Longwood  for  Napoleon'^s  use.  Theqpothad 
^ore  of  yerdure  and  shade  than  any  in  die  nttg^- 
bourhood ;  and  the  illustrums  Exile  was  o&ea  aeeus- 
tomed  to  repose  under  the  beautiful  weeping  wiUows 
which  oyerhung  the  spring.  The  bocty,  after  lymg  in 
state  in  his  sm  idl  bed-room,  dnrmg  whidi  time  it  was 
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visited  hf  every  pemm  of  coudKieii  ki  the  iuUmii 
was,  on  the  8th  Mftj,  caxmd  to  the  place  of  inter* 
ment.    The  pall  iriaick  covered  the  oofin  was  the 
military  doak  which  Napoleon  had  wmrnatthebatde 
of  Marengo.    Hie  members  of  his  hrte  hoosdhadd 
attended  as  monmen,  and  wore  fidbwed  by  the  Go* 
vemor,  the  Admiral,  and  all  the  civil  and  military 
authorities  of  the  iidand«  All  the  troops  were  under 
ttms  upcm  the  solemn  occaiien.    As  the  road  did 
not  permit  a  near  approach  of  At  hearse  to  the 
jJace  of  sepulture,  a  party  c^Brkidi  grenadiers  had 
the  honour  to  bear  the  coffin  to  the  grave^    The 
prayers  were  recited  by  the  priest,  Abbfi  YigndL 
Minute  guns  were  fired  fiom  the  AdmuraTs  ship. 
The  coffin  was  then  let  down  into  the  grave,  under 
a  discharge  of  tihree  successive  voHeys  of  artillery, 
fimm  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon.    A  large  stone  was 
then  lowered  down  on  the  grave,  and  covered  ik^  mo- 
derate space  now  sufficient  for  the  man  for  when 
Europe  was  once  too  little. 
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yr    A^^^K  ^^   /^-T'i    i^<     A^^^j 

Aebivko  at  the  ooncliiiioii  of  thia  momentoos 
Bormtive,  the  leeder  may  be  diqpoied  to  paose  a 
Bdoment  to  reflet  on  the  character  of  that  vcmdef* 
fill  person,  on  whom  Fortune  showered  so  many  f»- 
voois  in  the  beginning  and  through  the  middle  of 
his  career,  to  oTerwhelm  its  dose  with  such  dcqp  and 
unwonted  afflictions. 

The  actemal  appeannce  of  Napolem  was  not  im- 
posing at  the  first  glance,  his  stature  being  only  five 
&et  six  inches  English.  His  person,  thin  in  youth, 
'  and  somewhat  ccnrpttlent  in  age,  was  rather  delicate 
than  robust  in  outward  ajqpearance,  but  cast  in  thct 
mould  most  capaUe  of  endurbg  privation  and  fa* 
tigue.  He  rode  ungracefiilly,  and  without  the  com- 
mand of  his  horse  which  distinguishes  a  perfect  ca* 
Talier ;  so  thi^  he  showed  to  disadvanti^e  when  ri- 
diiq;  beside  such  a  horseman  as  Murat  But  he  was 
fearless,  sat  firm  in  his  seat,  rode  with  rapidity,  and 
was  capable  of  enduring  the  exercise  for  a  longer 
time  than  most  men.    We  have  already  mentioned 

10  ^ 
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his  indifference  to  the  quality  of  his  food^  «td  his 
power  of  enduring  abfitinenoe.  A  morael  of  food,  and 
a  flask  of  wine  hung  at  hb  saddle-bow,  used,  in  his 
earlitt  campugns^-to  support  him  for  days.  In  his 
latter  wars,  he  more  frequently  used  a  onrriage;  not, 
as  has  been  surmbed,  firom  any  partacukr  illness,  but 
from  feeling  in  a  frame  so  con^^iantly  in  exercise  the 
premature  effects  of  age. 

The  countenance  of  Napoleon  is  familiar  to- flbtiost 
every  one  from  dMnrtj^tion,  and  die  portraits  wUch 
«e  fimnd  everywhere.  The  dark-brown  ludr  bore 
Uttle  marks  of  the  atten^ns  of  the  toilet  The 
diape  of  the  countenance  approached  more  than  is 
usual  in  the  human  race  to  a  square.  His  eyes  were 
grey,  and  frdl  of  expression,  the  pvqpils  radier  large, 
and  the  eye-brows  not  very  strongly  marked.  The 
brow  and  upper  part  of  ihe  countenance  was  ratiier 
of  a  stem  character.  His  nose  and  mouth  werefbeau- 
tiftdly  formed.  The  upper  lip  was  very  short.  The 
teeth  were  indifferent,  but  were  Utde  shown  m  speak- 
ing.* His  smile  possessed  uncommon  sweetness, 
and  is  stated  to  have  been  irresistible.  The  com- 
plexion waa  a  dear  olive,  otherwise  in  general  coloup- 
less.  The  prevailing  character  ofhis  countenance  was 
grave,  even  to  melancholy,  but  without  any  signs  of 


•  When  at  St  Helena,  he  was  much  trouhled  with  toothach  and 
wuwy  in  the  gums.  i 
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lermlgr  or  violaMe^  AlVer  death,  the  plaeidttj  ftnd 
digni^  of  expremon  which  continued  to  occupy  the 
features,  rendered  them  endnratly  beautiful,  and  the 
admiraticm  of  all  who  hxJced  on  them. 

Sudi  was  Napoleon^s  exterior.  His  peracmal  and 
private  chttacter  was  decidedly  amiable,  excepting 
in  one  particular.  His  temper,  when  he  received,  or 
Aoi]|ght  he  received,  provocation,  especially  if  of  a 
personal  character,  was  warm  and  vinActive.  He 
was,  how(iver»  placaUe  in  the  case  even  of  his  ene- 
mieSf  providing  that  they  submitted  to  his  mercy  ; 
but  he  had  not  that  species  of  generosity  whidi  re- 
spects the  sincmty  ci  a  manly  and  fair  opponent 
On  the  other  hand,  no  cme  was  a  move  liberal  re» 
warder  of  the  attadkment  of  his  fiiends.  He  was  an 
excellent  husband,  a  kind  rehition,  and,  unless  when 
state  pcdiqr  interv^ied,  a  most  a£feetieiiate  brother. 
General  Qouigaud,  whose  communicaftions  were  not 
in  every  case  to  Napdeon'^s  advantage,  states  him  to 
have  been  the  best  of  masters,  labouring  tp  asnst  all 
his  domestics,  whefever  it  liqr  in  his  power^  ^^ing 
them  the  highest  credit  for  such  talents  as  they  ao« 
tually  possessed,  and  imputang,  in  some  instancei^ 
good  qualities  to  such  as  had  than  not. 

There  was  gentlaaess,  and  even  softness,  in  his 
character.  He  was  affected  when  he  rode  over  the 
fields  of  battle,  which  his  ambition  had  strewed  with 
the  dead  and  the  dying,  and  seemed  noH>nly  desirous 
to  relieve  the  victims, — issuing  for  that  purpose  di- 
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rectiims,  which  too  often  were  not,  md  conld  not  bej 
obeyed,-^at  showed  himself  subject  to  the  inSuence 
of  thftt  more  acute  and  ima^atire  spedes  of  sym- 
pathy, which  is  termed  sensibility.  He  mentions  a 
inrciBttstance  which  indicates  a  deep  sense  of  feeKng. 
As  he  passed  oTer  a  field  of  battle  in  Italy,  widi  some 
of  his  generals,  he  saw  a  houseless  dog  lying  on  the 
body  of  his  slain  master.  The  creature  came  towards 
ihem,  then  returned  ^  the  dead  body,  moaned  over  it 
pitifidly,  and  seemed  to  ask  their  assistance.  **  Whe- 
ther it  were  the  feding  of  the  moment,^  continued 
Napoleon,  ^^  the  scene,  the  hour,  or  the  circumstance 
itsdf,  I  was  never  so  deeply  aflfected  by  anything 
which  I  haye  seen  upon  a  field  of  battle.  That  man, 
I  thought,  has  perhaps  had  a  house,  friends,  com- 
rades, and  here  he  lies  deserted  by  eriery  one  but  his 
dog.  How  mysterious  are  the  impressions  to  whidi 
we  are  subject !  I  was  in  the  habit,  without  emotion, 
of  ordering  battles  which  must  decide  the  fate  of  a 
campaign,  and  could  look  with  a  dry  eye  on  the  exe- 
imtion  of  manoeuvres  which  must  be  attended  wiA 
much  loss ;  and  here  I  was  moved— ^nay,  painfully 
affected— by  the  cries  and  the  grief  of  a  dog.  It  is 
certain  that  at  that  moment  I  should  have  been  more 
;accessible  to  a  suppliant  enemy,  and  could  bettar 
tmderstand  the  conduct  of  Adiilles  in  restoring  the 
body  of  Hector  to  the  tears  of  Priam.*"  *  The  aneo- 

•  Las  Caset,  VoL  I.  parde  2de,  p.  o. 
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dote  at  once  shows  that  Napoleon  possessed  a  heart 
aaenaUe  to  humane  feelings,  and  that  they  were 
nsaaUy  in  total  subjection  to  the  stem  precepts  of 
military  stoicism.  It  was  his  common  and  expres* 
sive  phrase,  that  the  heart  of  a  politician  should  be 
in  his  head;  but  his  fedings  sometimes  surprised 
him  in  a  gentler  mood. 

A  calculator  by  nafure  and  by  haUt,  Napokcm 
waa  fond  of  order,  and  a  fnend  to  that  moral  con- 
duct in  which  order  is  best  exemplified.  The  libels 
of  the  day  have  made  some  ^scandalous  arerments  to 
the  contrary,  but  without  adequate  foundation.  Na- 
pole(m  respected  himself  too  much,  and  understood 
the  yalue  of  public  opinion  too  well,  to  haye  plun- 
ged into  general  or  vague  debauchery. 
-  Considering  his  natural  disposition,  then,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  if  Napoleon  had  continued  in  the 
vale  of  private  Hfe,  and  no  str&ng  temptation  of  pas- 
.sion  or  revenge  had  citossed  his  path,  he  must  have 
been  generally  regarded  as  one  whose  fiiendship  was 
every  way  de8ira\>le,  and  whose  enmity  it  was  not 
safe  to  incur. 

But  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  times,  and 
the  elasticity  of  his  own  great  talents,  both  military 
and  political,  raised  him  with  unexampled  celerity  to 
a  sphere  of  great  power,  and  at  least  equal  tempt»« 
tioh.  Ere  we  oonrider  the  use  which  he  made  ci  his 
ascendency,  let  us  briefly  review  the  causes  by  which 
it  waTaccomplished. 
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The  consequences  of  the  ReToliHian;  however  fa- 
tal  to  private  families,  were  the  means  of  filling  the 
camps  of  the  naUon  with  armies  of  a  description 
which  Europe  had  nev^r  seen  before,  and  it  is  to  he 
hopedj  will  never  witness  again.  Thore  was  nether 
safety,  honour,  nor  almost  subsisten^ie,  in  any  other 
profession  than  the  military ;  and  accoirdingly  it  be-i 
came  the  lefiige  of  the  best  aiid  bravest  of  the  youth 
of  France,  until  the  arpiy  ceased  to  consist,  as  in 
most  nations,  of  the  miseraUe  and  disorderiy  class  oC 
the  community^  but  was  levied  in  the  body  and  bon 
som  of  the  state,  and  composed  of  the  flower  oi 
France,  whether  as  regarded  heidth,  moral  qualitiesp 
o^  elevation  of  mind.  With  such  men^  the  generah 
of  the  repuUic  achieved  many  and  great  victories, 
but  without  being  able  to  ensure  corresponding  ad« 
vantages.  This  may  have  been  in  a  great  measure 
occasicmed  by  the  dependence  in  which  these  leaders 
were  held  by  the  various  administrators  of  the  re- 
public at  home— a  dependence  accounted  for  by  the  . 
necesMty  of  having  recourse  to  those  in  power  at 
Paris,  for  the  means  of  pi^bg  and  supporting  thm 
armies.  From  the  time  that  Napoleon  passed  the 
Alps,  he  inverted  this  state  of  things ;  and  made  the 
newly  conquered  countries  not  only  mMntain  the 
army  by  means  of  contributions  and  confiscation^  huA 
even  contribute  to  support  the  Government*  Thua 
war,  whieb  had  hitherto  been  a  burden  to  the  Re- 
public, became  in  his  hands  a  soutce  of  puBttc  rcf 
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Tenae ;  while  the  youthful  Generalt  contributing  to 
the  income  of  the  state,  on  which  his  predecessors 
had  been  dependent,  wad  enaUed  to  assert  the  free- 
dom at  which  be  speedily  aimed,  and  correspond 
with  the  Directory  tipon  a  footing  approaching  to 
equklity;  His  talents  as  a  soldier,  and  situation  as 
a  victcmous  genial,  soon  raised  him  from  equality 
to  pre-eminence. 

These  talents  applied  not  less  to  the  general  ar- 
rangemHits  of  the  campaign,  than  to  the  dispositions 
for  actual  battle.  In  each  of  these  great  departments 
of  war,  Napoleon  was  not  merely  a  pupil  of  the  most 
approved  masters  of  the  art,-— he  was  an  improver^ 
an  innovator,  and  an  inv^itor. 

In  strategic,  he  applied  upon  a  gigantic  €cale  the 
principles  upon  which  Frederick  of  Prussia  had  act- 
ed, and  gained  a  capital  or  a  kingdom,  when  Frede-  . 
rick  would  have  won  a  town  or  a  province.    His 
system  was,  of  course,  that  of  assembling  the  great- 
est possible  force  of  his  own  upon  the  vulnerable 
point  of  the  enemy^s  position,  paralysing,  perhaps, 
two  parts  of  their  army,  while  he  cut  the  thhrd  te 
pieces,  and  then  following  up  his  position  by  de- 
stroying the  remainder  in  detail.     For  this  {mrpose, 
he  taught  generals  to  divide  their  armies  upon  the 
march,  with  a  view  to  celerity  of  movement  and  fa- 
cility of  supply,  and  to  unite  them  at  the  moment  of 
contest,  where  an  attack  would  be  most  feebly  resist- 
ed, because  least  expected.    For  this,  also,  he  first 
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tlirew  aside  all  species  of  baggage  which  could  pos^' 
sibly  be  dispensed  with — supplied  the  want  of  maga- 
zines by  the  contributions  exacted  from  the  country,-, 
or  collected  from  individuals  by  a  regular  system  of 
marauding-^discontinued  the  use  of  tents,  and  trust* 
ed  ta  Uvouacking  with  his  soldiers,  where  hamlets 
could  not  be  found,  and  there  was  no  time  to  erect 
huts.  His  system  was  ruinous  in  point  of  lives,  for 
even  the  military  hospitals  were  often  dispensed  with ; 
but  although  Moreau  termed  Napoleon  a  conqueror 
at  the  rate  of  ten  thousand  men  a-day,  yet  the  sacri- 
fice for  a  length  of  time  uniformly  attained  the  ob- 
ject for  whiph  it  was  designed.  The  enemy  who 
had  remained  in  their  extensive  cantonments,  di8-> 
tracted  by  the.reports  of  various  columns  moving  in 
different  directions,  were  surprised  and  defeated  by 
the  united  force  of  the  French,  which  had  formed  a 
junction  where  and  when  it  was  least  expected.  It 
was  not  till  they  bad  acquired  the  art  of  withdrawing 
from  his  attack  so  soon  as  made,  that  the  allies  learn- 
ed  to  defeat  the  e^orts  of  his  movable  columns. 

Napoleon  was  not  less  original  as  a  tactician  thau' 
as  a  strategist.  His  manoeuvres  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle had  the.promptness  and  decision  of  the  thun- 
derbolt. In  the  actual  shock  of  conflict,  as  in  the 
preparations  which  he  had  made  for  bringing  it  on, 
his  olgect  was  to  amuse  the  enemy  upon  many  points, 
while  he  oppressed  one  by  an  unexpected  force  of 
numbers.   The  breaking  through  the  line,  the  turn- 
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kg  of  a  flank,  which  had  been  his  object  from  the 
commencement  of  the  fight,  lay  usually  disguised  un^ 
der  a  great  number  of  previous  demonstrations,  and- 
was  not  attempted  until  both  the  moral  and  physical^ 
force  of  the  enemy  was  impaired  by  the  length  of 
Ae  combat.  It  was  at  this  period  that  he  brought 
up  his  Guards,  who,  impatient  of  inactivity,  had  been- 
held  in  readiness  for  hours,  and  now,  springmg  for- 
ward like  wolf.dogs  %m  the  leash,  had  the  glorious 
task,  in  which  they  rarely  failed,  of  deciding  the  long- 
sustained  contest.  It  may  be  added,  as  further  cha*- 
racteristic  of  his  tactics,  that  he  pr^enred  employing 
the  order  of  the  column  to  that  of  the  Ime ;  perhaps 
on  account  of  the  faith  which  he  might  rest  in  the 
extreme  valour  of  the  Fri&ch  officers  by  whom  the 
column  was  headed. 

The  interest  which  Napoleon  preserved  in  the 
French  soldier'a  affection  by  a  frequent  distribution 
of  prises  and  distinctions,  as  well  as  by  his  familiar 
notice  of  their  persons,  and  attention  to  their  wants, 
joined  to  his  possession  of  absolute  and  independent 
command,  rendered  it  no  difficult  matter  for  him  to  soi 
cure  their  support  in  the  revolution  of  the  eighteenth 
Brumaire,  and  in  placing  him  at  the  head  of  affaurs; 
Most  part  of  the  nation  were  heartily  tired  by  this 
time  of  the  continually  unsettled  state  of  the  govern^ 
ment,  and  the  various  changes  which  it  had  expe- 
rienced, from  the  visionary  speculations  of  the  Giron* 
dists,  the  brutal  and  bloody  ferocity  of  the  JacobhiSj 
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aiid  die  foidid  and  Qiidedded  yefsMyUy  imd  imbe^i- 
ty  of  the  Directory;  and  the  pec^e  in  general  dett« 
ved  a  settled  form  of  goyemment,  whidi,  if  less  free, 
,  ahould  be  more  stable  in  duration,  and  better  calcu>^ 
bted  to  assure  to  individuab  the  protection  of  pro- 
perty and  of  personal  freedom,  dum  those  which  had 
CbUowed  the  downfall  of  the  monarchy.  A  success-; 
&1  general,  of  a  character  more  timid,  or  conscienctt 
9H>re  tender,  than  that  of  Naq^eon,  might  have  at* 
tempted  tiie  restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  But  Na^ 
polepn  foresaw  the  difficultieawbich  would  occur  by 
an  attempt  to  reiondle  the  recall  of  the  emigiants  t(Qi 
the  assurance  <^  the  nationid  sales,  and  aptiy  ccmcla-i 
ded^that  the  parties  which  tore  France  to  pieces  would 
be  most  readily  amalgan^ed  together  under  the  au^ 
thority  of  one,  who  was  in  a  great  measure  a  strangec 
to  them  alL 

Arrived  at  tiie  possession  of  supreme  power,  a 
height  that  dazzles  and  omfounds  so  many.  Napo- 
leon seemed  oply  to  occupy  the  station  for  which  he 
was  bom,  to  which  his  peculiar  powers  adapted  him, 
and  his  brilliant  career  <^  success  gave  him,  under  all 
dreumstances,  an  irresistiUe  claim.  He  continued, 
therefore,  with  a  calm  mind  and  enlightened  wisdom, 
to  eondder  the  means  of  rendering  his  power  stable, 
of  destroying  tiie  repuUican  impulse,  and  establish- 
ing a  monarchy,  of  which  he  destined  himself  to  be 
the  monarch.  To  most  men  the  attempt  to  revive, 
in  ftvour  of  a  military  adventurer,  a  form  of  govern- 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


KAFOLXOV  BUONAFAftTX.  SIS 

iftfttty  which  had  beeH  rqec^  by  what  le^ed  the 
Toke  rfthe  nation  with  nnitersal  aodaim,  would  hare 
appeared  an  act  of  deqperadcm.  The  partisans  of  the 
RepuWc  were  dde  statesmen,  and  men  of  superior 
tileili,  accustomed  also  to  rule  the  fierce  democracy, 
and  organise  those  intrigues  which  had  oTcrthrown 
crown  and  altar;  and  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  such  men  would,  wete  it  but  fbr  shame's  sidce, 
have  seen  their  ten  years'  Ubour  at  once  swept  away 
by  the  sword  of  a  young  though  successful  General 
But  Napolecm  knew  himself  and  them ;  and  felt 
the  OMifidoice,  that  those  who  had  been  associates  in 
the  power  acquired  by  former  revolutions,  must  be 
now  ccmtent  to  sink  into  the  instruments  of  his  ad- 
vancement, and  the  subordinate  i^ents  of  his  autho- 
ri^,  contented  with  such  a  share  of  spoil  as  that  with 
whidi  the  lion  rewards  the  jackalL 

To  the  kingdom  at  large,  upon  every  new  stride 
towards  power,  he  showed  the  certificate  of  superior 
efficacy,  guaranteed  by  the  most  signal  success ;  and 
he  assumed  the  empire  of  France  under  the  proud 
tide,  Detur  digni^simo*  Neither  did  his  actions  up 
to  tUs  pmnt  encourage  any  one  to  challenge  the  de* 
fects  or  flaws  of  his  tide.  In  pracdce,  bis  govern-^ 
ment  was  brilliant  abroad,  and,  widi  few  excepdcms^ 
Uberal  and  moderate  at  home.  The  abominaUe  mur« 
der  of  the  Due  d'Enghien  showed  the  vindictive  spi« 
1^  of  a  savage;  but,  in  general,  the  public  actkma 
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ef  Napoleon,  at  the  commencement  6f  his  career; 
wore  highly  buidaUe.  The  battle  of  Marengo,  with 
its  consequences, — ^the  si^tening  of  civil  discord,  the 
reconciliation  with  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  recall 
of  the  great  body  of  the  emigrants,  and  the  reviTifi^ 
cadon  of  Nati<mal  Jurisprudence, — ^were  all  events 
calculated  to  flatter  the  ima^nation,  and  even  gain 
the  affections,  of  the  people. 

But,  with  a  dexterity  peculiar  to  himself,  Napcdecm 
proceeded,  while  abolishing  the  Republic,  to  press 
into  his  service  those  very  demooratical:  principles 
which  had  ^ven  rise  to  the  Revolution,  and  enoou« 
raged  the  attempt  to  found  a  commonwealth.  His 
sagadty  had  not  failed  to  observe,  that  the  popular 
objections  to  the  ancient  government  were  founded 
less  xipon  any  objection  to  the  Royal  authority  in  it- 
self, than  a  dislike,  amounting  to  detestation,  of  the 
privileges  which  it  allotted  to  the  nobles  and  to  the 
clergy,  who  held,  from  birth  and  office,  the  right  to  fill 
the  superior  ranks  in  every  profession,  and  barred  the 
competition  of  all  others,  however  above  them  inmerit* 
When,  therefore.  Napoleon  constructed  his  new  form 
of  monarchical  government,  he  wisely  considered  that 
he  was  not,  like  hereditary  monardis,  tied  down  to  any 
particular  rules  arisbg  out  of  andent  usage,  but, 
being  himself  creator  of  the  powers  which  he  wield* 
ed,  he  was  at  liberty  to  model  it  according  to  his  own 
pleasure.  He  had  be^i  raised  also  so  easily  to  the 
throne,  by  the  general  acknowledgment  of  his  me- 
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^ts,  that  be  had  not  needed  the  assistance  of  a  party 
of  his  own ;  consequently,  being  unfettered  by  pre« 
vious  engi^ments,  and  by  the  necessity  of  gratify^ 
ing  old  partisanfi,  or  acquiring  new  ones^  his  con« 
duct  was  in  a  very  unusual  degree  free  and  unlimited. 
Haying,  therefore,  attained  the  summit  of  human 
power,  he  proceeded,  advisedly  and  deliberately,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  his  throne  on  that  democratic 
principle  which  had' opened  his  own  career,  and 
which  was  the  throwing  open  to  merit,  though  with^ 
out  further  title,  the  road  to  success  in  every  depart* 
ment  of  the  state.  This  was  the  secret  key  of  Napo« 
leon^s  policy ;  and  he  was.  so  well  aided  in  the  use  of 
it,  by  acute  perception  of  character,  as  well  as  by 
good-nature  and  good  feeUng,  (both  of  which,  in  his 
cooler  moments,  he  possessed,)  that  he  never,  through 
all  his  vicissitudes,  lost  an  opportunity  of  concilia* 
ting  and  pleasing  the  multitude  by  evincing  a  well* 
timed  attention  to  distinguish  and  reward  talent  To 
thirhis  conversation  perpetually  alluded;  and  fi>r 
this  he  claims,  and  is  entitled  to,  the  highest  praise* 
We  have  little  hesitation  in  repeating,  that  it  was 
this  opening  a  full  career  to  talent  of  every  kind, 
which  was  the  key-stone  of  his  reputation,  and  the 
main  foundation  of  his  power.  Unhappily,  his  love 
of  merit,  and  disposition  to  reward  it,  were  not  found* 
ed  exclusively  upon  a  patriotic  attention  to  the  pub*« 
lie  welfare,  &r  less  on  a  purely  benevoloit  dewe  U^ 
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reward  what  was  praiseworthy ;  but  upon  a  principle 
of  selfish  policy,  to  which  must  be  ascribed  a  great 
part  of  his  success,  ho  small  portion  of  his  misfor* 
tunes,  and  almost  all  his  political  crimes. 

We  have  quoted  elsewhere  the  description  given 
of  the  Emperor  by  his  brother  Lucien,  in  a  moment 
probably  of  spleen,  but  which  has  been  neverthe* 
less  confirmed  by  almost  all  the  persons  habitually 
conversant  with  Napoleon,  at  whom  we  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  inquiries.  ^'  His  conduct,^ 
said  his  brother, "  is  entirely  regulated  by  his  policy, 
and  his  policy  is  altogether  founded  upon  egotism.^ 
No  man,  perhaps,  ever  possessed  (under  the  restric- 
tions to  be  presently  mentioned,)  so  intense  a  propor- 
tion of  that  selfish  principle  which  is  so  common  to 
humanity.  It  was  planted  by  nature  in  his  heart, 
and  nourished  by  the  half  monastic,  half  military 
education,  which  so  early  separated  him  from  social 
ties ;  it  was  encouraged  by  the  consciousness  of  gps- 
sessing  talents  which  rendered  him  no  mate  for  the 
ordinary  men  among  whom  his  lot  seemed  cast ;  and 
became  a  confirmed  habit^  by  the  desolate  condition 
in  which  he  stood  at  his  first  outset  in  life,  without 
friend,  ^tector,  or  patron.  The  praise,  the  pro- 
motion he  received,  were  given  to  his  genius,  not  to 
his  person ;  and  he  who  was  conscious  of  having  for- 
ced his  own  way,  had  little  to  bind  him  in  gratitude 
or  kindness  to  those,  who  only  made  room  for  him  be« 
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cause  Ui^  diMrsi  Mt  oppose  hUn.  His  atabkion  was 
a  modification  of  selfishHesB,  sublime  indeed  in  its 
effects  and  consequences,  but  yet,  when  strictly  ana« 
lyzed,  leaymg  Uttle  but  egotism  in  die  crudUe. 

Our  readers  l^:e  not,  bowev^,  to  suppose,  diat  tht 
selfishness  of  Napoleon  was  of  that  ordinary  and  odi< 
ous  character,  which  makes  men  miserly,  oppressire, 
and  fraudulent  in  prtrat^  life ;  or  which>  under  milder 
features,  limits  their  exertions  to  such  ^terprises  as 
may  contribute  to  their  own  individual  profit,  and 
closes  the  heart  against  feelii^  of  patriotism,  or  of 
social  benevolenca  Napoleon^s  egotism  and  lave  of 
self  was  of  a  far  noUer  and  more  devated  kind, 
tli9ugh  founded  on  similar  motives  ;•— just  as  the  wings 
of  the  eagle,  who  soars  into  the  regions  of  the  sun, 
move  on  the  same  principles  with  those  whidi  cannot 
bear  the  dunghill  fowl  over  the  pales  of  the  poultry* 
yard. 

To  expldn  our  meaning,  we  may  add,  that  Napo- 
leon loved  France,  for  Fr»ce  was  his  own.  He  stu- 
died  to  confer  benefits  upon  her,  for  the  profi  t  redound- 
ed to  her  Emperor,  whether  she  received  amended 
institutions,  or  enlarged  territmes.  He  represent- 
ed, as  he  boasted,  the  People  as  well  as  the  Sovereign 
of  France ;  he  engrossed  in  his  own  person  her  im- 
munitieS)  her  greatness,  her  glory,  and  was  Ixmnd  to 
conduct  himself  so  as  to  exalt  at  the  same  time  the 
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Emperor  and  the  em|^.  Still,  however,  tile  Sove- 
reign and  the  slate  might  be,  and  at  length  actu^ 
ally  were,  separated ;  and  the  egotistical  diaracter  of 
Buonaparte  coidd,  after  that  separation,  find  amuse- 
ment and  interest  in  die  petty  scale  of  Elba,  to  which 
hb  exertions  wore  then  limited**  Like  the  magic 
tent  in  the  Arabian  Tales,  his  faculties  could  expand 
to  enclose  half  a  world,  with  all  its  cares  and  desti- 
nies, or  could  accommodate  themselves  to  the  con- 
cerns of  a  petty  rock  in  the  Mediterranean,  ancl  his 
own  conv^iences  when  he  retreated  to  its  precincts. 
We  believe  that  while  France  admowledged  Napo- 
kon  as  Emperor,  he  would  cheerfully  have  laid  down 
his  life  for  her  benefit ;  but  we  greatly  doubt,  if,  by 
merely  raising  his  finger,  he  co\iId  have  made  her 
liappy  imder  the  Bourbons,  whether  (unless  the 
merit  of  the  action  had  redounded  to  his  own  per- 
sonal fame,)  that  finger  would  have  been  lifted.  In 
41  word,  his  feelings  of  self-interest  were  the  central 
point  of  a  circle,  the  circumference  of  which  may  be 
extended  or  contracted  at  pleasure,  but  the  centre 
itself  remains  fixed  and  unchanged. 

It  is  needless  to  inquire  how  far  this' solicitous,  and 
we  must  add,  enlightened  attention  to  his  own  interest, 
facilitated  Buonaparte'^s  ascent  to  the  supreme  power. 

^  •  See  Vol.  VIII.  p.  230. 
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We  dtikf  witaesB  indmdoab,  possessed  of  a  rerjr 
moderate  proportion  of  parts,  who,  by  intently  ap- 
plying dimnselyes  to  the  prosecation  of  some  parti- 
enkr  olgect,  without  being  drawn  aside  by  the  calls 
of  pleasure,  die  seductions  of  indolence,  or  other  in- 
terruptions, succeed  ultimately  in  attaining  the  object 
^  their  wishes.  When,  therefore,  we  conceive  the 
powerftd  mind  of  Napoleon,  animated  by  an  un- 
bounded yiyadty  of  imagination,  apd  an  unconquer- 
aUe  tenacity  of  purpose,  moving  forward,  without 
deviatbn  or  repose,  to  the  accomplisl^nent  of  its 
purpose,  which  was  nothing  less  than  to  acquire  the 
domiiiion  of  the  whole  world,  we  cannot  be  surpri- 
sed at  the  immense  height  to  which  he  raised  him- 
self. * 

But  the  egotism  which  governed  his  actions,-H3ub- 
ject  always  to  the  exercise  of  his  excellent  sense,  and 
the  cultivation  of  his  interest  in  the  public  opinion, 
•— >if  in  a  great  measure  it  favoured  the  success  of  hk 
various  enterprises,  did  him  in  the  end  much  more 
evil  than  good ;  as  it  instigated  his  most  desperate 
enterprises,  and  was  the  source  of  his  most  inexcu* 
aable  actions. 

Moderate 'politicians  will  agree,  that  after  the 
Imperial  system  was  substituted  for  the  Republican, 
the  Chief  Magistrate  ought  to  have  assumed  and 
exerted  »  considerable  strength  of  authority,  in  or- 
der to  maintain  that  re-establishment  of  civil  order, 
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thai  proteclmi  of  the  cfxislkig  state  of  itthigs,  wkkh 
was  necessary  to  t^minate  tlie  wild  and  cfaangeftil 
recurrence  of  perpetual  reyolations*  Had  Napoleon 
stopped  here,  his  conduct  would  hare  been  unUarne* 
aUe,  aaid  unblamed,  unless  by  the  more  demoted  ful* 
lowers  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  against  whom  Provi- 
dence appeared  to  most  men  to  have  dosed  the  gate 
of  restoration.  But  his  piindples  of  egotism  would  not 
be  satisfied  until  he  had  totally  destroyed  every  Testige 
of  those  free  institutiiHis,  which  had  been  acquired 
by  the  perils,  the  blood,  the  tears  of  the  Bevolutioii, 
and  teduced  France,  save  for  the  influoice  of  pnUic 
opinion,  to  the  condition  of  Constantinople,  or  of 
Algiers.    It  was  a  merit  to  raise  up  the  throne,  it 
was  natural  that  he  who  did  so  should  himself  occa« 
py  it ;  since  in  ceding  it  to  the  Bourbons,  he  must 
have  betrayed  those  at  whose  hands  he  accepted 
power ;  but  to  plunder  the  nation  of  their  prlyik^ 
as  free-b(Nm  men,  was  the  act  of  a  parridde.    The 
nation  lost  under  his  siicce^sive  eneroachmentab  what 
liberty  the  ancient  government  bad  left  them^  and 
all  those  rights  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  Re- 
volution.   Political  franchises,  individual  intereits^ 
the  property  of  municipalities,  the  progress  of  educa- 
tion, of  science,  of  mind  and  sentiment,  all  weie  usurp- 
ed by  the  government    France  was  one  immaitt 
army,  under  the  absolute  authority  of  a  military 
conunander,  subject  to  no  control  nor  responstUKty. 

16 
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In  that  nation,  so  lately  imitated  by  the  nightly  as- 
sembly of  thoosanda  of  political  clubs,  no  class  df 
dozens  under  any  supposable  drcumstances,  had  thb 
tight  of  uniting  in  the  expression  of  their  opinions. 
'Neither  in  the  manners  nor  in  the  laws,  did  there 
remain  any  popular  means  of  resisting  the  errors  or 
abuses  of  die  administration.  France  resembled  the 
political  carcase  of  Constantinople,  without  the  in- 
subordination of  the  Pachas,  the  underhand  resist- 
ance of  the  Ulemas,  and  the  frequent  and  clamoroiui 
mutinies  of  the  Janizaries.^ 

Whilst  Napoleon  destroyed  successively  every 
barrier  of  public  liberty — while  he  built  new  state 
prisons,  and  established  a  J)igh  police,  which  filled 
'France  with  spies  and  jsdiers — awhile  he  took  the 
charge  g£  th^  press  so  exclusively  into  his  own  hand 
~-his  policy  at  once,  and  his  egotism,  led  him  to  un- 
ilertake  those  immense  public  works,  of  greater  or 
less  utility  or  ornament  as  the  chance  might  be,  but 
which  were  sure  to  be  set  down  as  monuments  of  the 
Emperor's  splendour.  The  name  given  him  by  the 
workbg  classes,  of  the  General  Undertaker,  was  by 
no  means  ill  bestowed ;  but  in  what  an  incalculably 
greater  degree  do  such  works  succeed,  when  raised 
by  the  skill  and  industry  of  those  who  propose  to  im- 

o 

•  Histoire  de  U  Guerre  de  la  Pininsule,  par  G^ikjwI  Foy. 
VOL.  IX.  \ 
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prove  ik&x  capital  by  the  adventure,  than  whent 
double  the  expense  is  employed  at  the  axbitrary  will 
pf  a  despotic  sovereign  I  Yet  it  had  been  well  if 
bridges,  roads,  harbours,  and  public  works,  had  be^i 
the  only  compensation  which  Napoleon  offered  to 
the  people  of  France  for  the  liberties  he  took  firom 
them.  But  he  poured  out  to  them,  and  shared  with 
them,  to  drown  all  painful  and  degrading  recollec- 
tions,  the  intoxicating  and  fatal  draught  of  military 
glory  and  universal  domination.  To  lay  the  whole 
universe  prostrate  at  the  foot  of  France,  while  France, 
the  Nation  of  Camps,  should  herself  have  no  higher 
rank  than  the  first  of  her  own  Emperor'^s  riaves,  was 
the  gigantic  project  at  which  be  laboured  with  such 
tenacious  assiduity.  It  was  the  Sisyphsean  stone, 
which  he  rolled  so  high  up  the  hill,  that  at  length 
he  was  crushed  under  its  precipitate  recoil. 

The  main  objects  of  that  immense  enterprise  were 
iuch  as  had  been  undertaken  while  his  spirit  of  am- 
.bition  was  at  its  height ;  and  no  one  dared,  even  in 
his  councils,  to  interfere  with  the  resolutions  which 
he  adopted.  Had  these  been  less  eminently  success- 
fid,  it  is  possible  he  might  have  paused,  and  perhaps 
might  have  preferred  the  tranquil  pursuit  of  a  course 
which  might  have  rendered  one  kingdom  free  and 
happy,  to  the  subjugation  of  all  Europe.  But<Na- 
poleon^s  career  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  suc- 
cess under  the  most  disadvantageous  circumstances, 
together  with  his  implied  belief  in  his  Destiny,  cor- 
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spircci,  with  the  extravagant  sense  of  bU  own  im- 
portance, to  impress  him  with  an  idea^  that  he  was 
not  ^^in  the  roll  of  eommon  men,^^  and  induced  him 
to  venture  on  the  most  desperate  undertakbgs,  as  if 
animated  less  by  the  result  of  reason  than  by  an  in-» 
temal  assurance  of  success.  After  great  miscarriages^ 
he  is  ssud  sometimes  to  have  shown  a  corresponding 
depression;  and  thence  he  resigned  four  times  the 
charge  of  his  army  when  he  found  his  situation  em*^ 
barrassing)  as  if  no  longer  feeling  confid^!t^e  in  his 
own  mind,  or  conceivbg  he  was  deserted  for  the  mo- 
ment by  his  guardian  genius.  There  w^re  similar 
alternations,  too,  according  to  General  Gourgaud^s 
account,  in  his  conversation.  At  timei^,  he  would 
speak  like  a  deity,  at  others,  in  the  style  of  a  very 
<Nrdinary  person. 

To  the  egotism  of  Napoleon,  we  may  also  tr^ce 
the  general  tridn  of  deception  which  marked  his 
public  policy,  and,  when  speaking  upon  subjects  in 
which  his  own  character  was  implicated,  his  private 
ccmversation. 

In  his  puUic  capacity,  he  had  so  completely  pros- 
tituted the  liberty  of  the  press,  that  France  could 
know  nothing  whatever  but  through  Napoleon^s  own 
bulletins.  The  battle  of  Trafalgar  was  not  hinted 
at  tHl'  several  months  after  it  had  been  fought,  and 
then  it  was  totally  misrepresented ;  and  so  deep  and 
dark  was  ihfi  mantle  which  covered  the  events  in 
which  the  people  wer^  most  interested,  that,  on  the 
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very  evening  when  the  battle  of  Montmartre  was 
fought,  the  Moniteur,  the  chief  organ  ci  pabHe  in- 
telligence, was  occupied  in  a  commentary  on  noso^ 
graphie^  and  a  criticism  on  a  drama  on  the  subject 
dt  the  chaste.  Susannah.  The  hiding  the  truth  is 
only  one  step  to  the  invention  of  fiilsehood,  and,  as 
a  periodical  publisher  of  news,  Napoleon  became  so 
eminent  for  both,  that,  to  ^^  lie  like  a  bulletb,''  be* 
came  an  adopted  expresnon,  not  likely  soon  to  lose 
ground  in  the  French  language,  and  the  more  dis- 
graceftil  to  Napoleon,  that  he  is  well  known  to  have 
written  those  official  documents  in  most  instances 
himself. 

Even  this  deceptive  system,  this  plan  of  alter- 
nately keeping  the  nation  in  ignoraiice,  or  abusing  it 
by  falsehood,  intimated  a  sense  of  respect  for  public 
opinion.  Men  love  darkness,  because  their  deeds  are 
evil.  Napoleon  dared  not  have  submitted  to  the  pub- 
lic an  undisguised  statement  of  his  perfidious  and  trear 
cherous  attacks  upon  Spain,  than  which  a  more  gross 
breach  of  general  good  faith  and  existmg  treatiea 
could  scarce  have  been  conceived.     Nor  would  he 
)  have  chosen  to  plead  at  the  public  bar,  the  policy  dP 
/  his  C(mtinental  system,  adopted  in  total^[no]nm     oi 
'    the  maxims  of  political  economy,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  which  were,  first,  to  cause  general  distreasy 
\  and  then  to  encourage  universal  resistance  i^ainat 
die  Flench  yoke  throughout  the  whole  contin^t  of 
Europe^   Nor  is  it  more  likely  that,  oould  the  public 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPAIITE.  3S5 

hare  bad  the  pow«r  df  fi>rmiQg  a  previous  ju^^jment 
upon  the  probable  event  o£  the  Russian  csmpoign, 
that  rash  enterprise  would  ever  have  had  an  ejdst^ 
eace.  In  silendng  the  vmce  of  the  wise  and  good, 
the  able  and  patriotic,  and  communicatmg  only  with 
sudh  oouncUlors  as  i^ere  the  echoes  of  his  own  incU-. 
nations.  Napoleon,  like  Lear, 

"  KilPd  his  physician,  and  the  fee  bestowM 
Upon  the  foul  disease." 


This  was  the  more  injurious,  as  Napoleon^s  know, 
ledge  <^  the  politics,  interests,  and  character  of  fcK 
reign  courts  was,  excepting  in  the  case  of  Italy,  ex-^^ 
oeedingly  imperfect  The  peace  of  Amiens  might 
have  remained  uninterrupted,  and  the  essential  good  { 
ondecstanding  betwixt  France  and  Sweden  need  ne- 
Yet  have  been  broken,  if  Napolecm  could,  or  would, 
have  understood  the  free  constitution  of  England, 
which  permits  every  man  to  print  or  publish  what  he 
may  choose;  or  if  he  could  have  been  convinced  that  \ 
the  institutions  of  Sweden  did  not  permit  their  go- 
vernment to  place  their  fleets  and  armies  a^the  dis- 
posal of  a  fordgn  power,  or  to  sink  the  ancient  kii^r 
dom  of  the  Goths  into  a  secondary  and  vassal  go^ 
vemm^t. 

Sdf-love,  so  sensitive  as  that  of  Napoleon,  shun- 
ned  especially  the  touch  of  ridicule.  The  gibes  of 
the  English  papers,  the  caricatures  of  the  London 
print-shops,  were  the  petty  stings  which  instigated. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


386  LIFE  OF 

&  a  great  m^asur^^  th^  htcwch  of  the  peaecoFAmieiw. 
The  laughter-loving  Frenchmen  were  interdicted  the 
VM  of  satire,  which,  all-licensed  daring  the  times,  of 
the  repnUie,  had,  even  under  the  monarchy,  been 
only  punished  with  a  short  and  easy  confinement  in 
the  Bastile.  Daring  the  time  of  the  consulate,  Na- 
poleon  was  informed  that  a  comic  opera,  something 
on  the  plap.  of  the  English  faxce  of  High  Life  Be^ 
low  StairSy  had  been  composed  by  Monsieur  Du« 
paty  and  brought  forward  on  the  stage,  and  that,  in 
this  audacious  performance,  three  valets  mimicked 
the  manners,  and  even  the  dress,  of  the  three  Con* 
sttis,  and  especiidly  his  own.  He  ordered  that  the 
actors  should  be  exposed  at  the  Greve,  in  the  dresses 
they,  had  dared  to  assume,  which  should  be  there 
8trii^>ed  firom  their  backs  by  the  executioner;  and 
he  commanded  that  the  author  should  be  sent  to  St 
Domingo,  and  placed,  as  a  person  under  requisition,, 
at  the  disposal  of  the  commander-in-chief.  The 
sentence  was  not  executed,  for  the  offence  had  not 
existed,  at  least  to  the  extent  alleged;*  but  the 
intention  shows  Napoleon'^s  ideas  of  the  liberty  of  the 
stage,  and  intimates  what  would  have  been  the  fate 
of  the  author  of  the  Beggar^ s  Operay  had  he  written 
for  the  French  Opera  Comique. 

But  no  light,  which  reason  or  information  could 
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supply,  was  able  to  guide  the  inlenBity  of  a  seUdt 
ambition,  which  made  Napoleon  desire  that  the  whole 
administration  of  the  whole  world  shoidd  not  only  re« 
motely,  but  even  directly  and  immediately,  depead 
on  his  own  pleasure.  When  he  distributed  Idi^oms 
to  his  brothers,  it  was  under  the  express  understand- 
ing that  they  were  to  follow  in  every  thmg  die  course 
of  politics  which  he  should  dictate ;  and  after  all» 
he  seemed  only  to  create  dependent  liftates  for  the 
purpose  of  resuming  them.  The  oppressions,  whichy 
in  the  name  of  France,  he  imposed  upon  Holland 
were  the  direct,  and,  in  aU  probability,  the  calcula- 
ted means  of  dethroning  his  brother  Louis ;  and 
he  had  thoughts  of  removing  Joseph  from  Spain, 
when  he  saw  of  what  a  fair  and  goodly  re^dm  he  had 
pronounced  him  king.  In  his  wild  and  insatiable  ex* 
travagance  of  administering  in  person  the  govern- 
ment of  every  realm  which  he  conquered,  he  broiight 
his  powerful  mind  to  the  level  of  that  of  the  spoiled 
child,  who  will  not  be  satisfied  without  holding  in  its 
own  hand  whatever  has  caught  its  eye.  The  system, 
grounded  on  ambition  so  inordinate,  carried  with  it 
in  its  excels  the  principles  of  its  own  ruin*  Th^nm* 
ner  who  will  never  stop  for  repose  muat  at  last  fidi 
down  with  fatigue.  Had  Napoleon  succeeded  both 
in  Spain  and  Russia^  he  would  not  have  rested,  until 
he  had  found  elsewhere  the  disasters  of  Baylen  and 
of  Moscow. 
The  consequences  of  the  unjustifiable  aggMfsbus 
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of  Ui«  J^rench  Empcprorwerg  an  unlimited  extent  of 
slattgh(er>  fire,  and  human  misery,  all  arising  from 
the  ambition  of  one  man,  who,  Aeyer  giving  the  least 
|ign  <^  having  rcqpented  the  unbounded  mischief, 
ffoemed,  on  the  contnairy,  to  justify  and  takd  pride  iu 
the  ravage  which  he  had  occasioned^  This  ambi-^ 
tion,  equally  insaUaUe  and  incurable,  justified  Eu-; 
lope  in  seci;uriDg  his  per8<m»  as  if  it  had  be^i  that  of 
a  lunatic,  whose  misguided  rage  was  not  directed 
agwiftt  an  individual,  but  against  the  civilized  world; 
which,  wellnigh  overcame  by  him,  and  escaping  with 
difficulty,  had  a  natural  right  to  be  guaranteed  against 
repetition  of  the  frantic  exploits  of  a  being  who  seem- 
|sd  guided  by  more  than  human  passion,  and  capable 
of  employing  in  execution  of  his  purpose  more  than 
human  strengdi. 

The  same  egotism,  the  same  spirit  of  self  decep^ 
tkm,  which  marked  Napoleon  durbg  his  long  and 
awful  career  of  success,  followed  him  into  adversity. 
.He  framed  apologies  for  the  use  of  his  little  company 
of  followers,  as  he  had  formerly  manufactured  bulle* 
.tins  for  the  Great  Nation.  Those  to  whom  these 
reuses  were  addressed.  Las  Cases  and  the  other 
gentkmeu  of  Napoleon^s  suite,  being  too  mudi  de- 
voted to  him,  and  too  generous  to  dispute  after  his 
&11  doctrines  which  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to 
.controv^t  during  his  power,  received  whatever  he 
said  as  truths  delivered  by  a  prophet,  and  set  down 
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doubtless  to  the  score  of  inspiraticm  what  could  by  no 
efibrt  be  reconciled  to  truth.  The  horrid  evils  which 
afflicted  Europe  during  the  years  of  his  success,  were 
represented  to  others,  and  perhaps  to  his  own  mind,  as 
consequences  which  the  Emperor  neither  wished  nor 
contemplated,  but  which  were  necessarily  and  unal- 
terably attached  to  the  execution  of  the  great  plana 
which  the  Man  of  Destiny  had  been  called  upon  earth 
to  perform,  resembling  in  so  fiyr  the  lurid  and  fear- 
inspiring  train  pursuing  the  rapid  course  of  a  brilliant 
eomet,  which  the  laws  of  the  universe  have  projected 
through  the  pathless  firmament. 
;  Some  crimes  he  committed  of  a  different  character, 
which  seem  to  have  sprung,  not  like  the  general  evils 
of  war,  from  the  execution  of  great  and  calculated 
plans  of  a  political  or  military  kind,  but  must  have 
had  their  source  in  a  temper  naturally  passionate  and 
vindictive.  The  Due  d^Enghien^s  murder  was  at 
the  head  of  this  list ;  a  gratuitous  act  of  treachery  and 
emelty,  which,  being  undeniable,  led  Napoleon  to  be 
believed  capable  of  other  crimes  of  a  secret  and  bloody 
character, —of  the  murder  of  Pichegru  and  of 
Wright, — of  the  s^riting  away  of  Mr  Windham,  who 
was  never  afterwards  heard  of, — and  of  other  actions 
1^  similar  atrocity.  We  pause  before  chargmg  him 
with  any  of  those  which  have  not  been  distinctly 
proved.  For,  while  it  is  certain  that  he  had  a  love 
of  personal  vengeance,  proper,  it  is  said,  to  his  coun^ 
try,  it  is  equally  evident,  that,  vehement  by  tempera- 
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mcnt,  he  was  lenient  and  palm  by  policy ;  and  Uiat,  if 
he  had  indulged  the  former  disposition,  the  security 
with  which  he  might  have  done  so,  together  with  the 
ready  agency  of  his  fatal  police,  would  have  made 
his  rage  resemble  that  of  one  of  the  Roman  empe- 
rors. He  was  made  sensible,  too  late,  of  the  general 
odium  drawn  upon  him  by  the  murder  of  the  Due 
d'Enghien,  and  does  not  seem  to  have  been  dispo- 
sed to  incur  farther  risks  of  popular  hatred  in  pro-, 
sccution  of  his  individual  resentment  The  records 
of  his  police,  however,  and  the  persecutions  experien* 
ccd  by  those  whom  Napoleon  considered  as  his  per^ 
sonal  enemies,  show  that,  by  starts  at  least,  nature 
resumed  her  bent,  and  that  he,  upon  whom  there  was 
no  restraint,  save  his  respect  for  public  opinion,  gave 
way  occasionally  to  the  temptation  of  avenging  his 
private  injuries.  He  remarked  it  as  a  weakness  in  the 
character  of  his  favourite  Gsesar,  that  he  suffered  his 
enemies  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  power  to  in-i 
jure  him ;  and  Antommarchi,  the  reporter  of  the  ob^ 
scrvation,  admitted,  that  when  he  looked  on  the  pexw 
son  before  him,  he  could  not  but  acknowledge  that 
he  was  unlikely  to  fall  into  such  an  error. 

When  Napoleon  laid  aside  reserve,  and  spoke 
what  were  probably  his  true  sentiments,  he  endca* 
voured  to  justify  those  acts  of  his  government  which 
transgressed  the  rules  of  justice  and  morality,  by  po* 
litical  necessity,  and  reasons  of  state ;  or,  in  other 
words,  by  the  pressure  of  his  own  interest.    Thi8> 
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Iioweverf  wis  a  plea,  the  (oil  btnefit  of  which  he  fe* 
served  to  yindicate  his  own  actions,  never  permitting 
it  to  be  used  by  any  other  sovereign.  Reconsidered 
Umsejf  privileged  in  transgreesmg  the  law  of  na- 
tions^ when  his  interests  required  it ;  but  pleaded  as 
wamly  upon  the  validity  of  public  law,  wheoi  alle- 
ging it  had  been  infringed  by  other  states,  as  if  he 
himself  had  in  all  instances  respected  its  doctrines  as 
inviolaUe. 

But  although  Napoleon  thus  at  times  referred  to 
state  necessity  as  the  ultimate  source  of  actions  other- 
vise  unjustifiable,  he  more  frequently  endeavoured 
to  disguise  his  errors  by  denial,  or  excuse  them  by 
apologies  which  had  no  foundation.  He  avers  in 
his  will,  diat  by  the  confession  of  the  Due  d'En- 
ghien,  the  Comte  d^Artois  maintained  sixty  assas- 
sins against  his  life  ;*  and  that  for  this  reason  the 
Due  d'Enghira  was  tried,  convicted,  and  put  to  death. 
The  examination  of  the  Duke  bears  no  such  confes- 
sion, but,  on  die  contrary,  an  express  denial  of  die 
whole  of  the  alleged  system ;  ncnr  was  there  the 
slightest  att^npt  made  to  contradict  him  by  other 
testimony*    He  bequeathed^  in  like  manner,  a  legacy 

*  Thepiedaewordsof  the  will  leem  to  bear,  that  it  was  the  Com<« 
d'ArtoU*-  confesfion  which  established  this  charge.  But  no  such  con- 
fession was  ever  made;  neither,  if  made,  could  it  have  been  known  to 
Napoleon  at  the  time  of  die  trial ;  nor,  if  known,  could  it  have  consti- 
tuted evidence  against  the  party  accused,  who  was  no  accessary  to  the 
ftict  alleged.  The  assertion  is  utterly  false  in  either  case,  but  under 
the  latter  interpietation,  it  is  also  ^relevant.  The  Due  d'Enghien 
might  be  afiected  by  his  own  confession,  certahily  not  by  that  of  his 
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to  a  villain  who  had  attem]pted  the  asBaannation  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington ;  the  assassin,  according  to 
his  strange  argument,  having  as  good  a  right  to  kill 
his  rival  and  victor,  as  the  English  had  to  detain 
him  j^risoner  at  St  Helena.  This  clause  in  the  last 
will  of  a  dybg  man,  is  not  striking  from  its  atrodty 
merely,  but  firom  the  inaccuracy  of  the  moral  reascMi- 
ing  which  it  exhibits.  Napoleon  has  drawn  a  paral* 
lei  betwixt  two  cases,  which  must  be  therefore  both 
right  or  both  wrong.  If  both  were  wrong,  why  re- 
ward the  ruffian  with  a  legacy  ?  but  if  both  were  right, 
why  complain  of  the  British  government  for  detain- 
ing him  at  St  Helena  ? 

.  But,  indeed,  the  whole  character  of  Napoleon^s 
autobiography  marka  his  desire  to  divide  mankind 
into  two  dasses, — bis  friends  and  his  enemies ;— the 
former  of  whom  are  to  be  praised  and  vindicated ; 
the  latter  to  be  vilified,  censured,  and  condemned, 
without  any  regard  to  truth,  justice,  or  coninstency. 
To  take  a  gross  example,  he  stoutly  affirmed,  that 
the  treasures  which  were  removed  from  Paris  in 
April  181 4,  and  carried  to  Orleans,  were  seized  and 
divided  by  the  ministers  of  the  allied  powers,— -Tal- 
leyrand, Mettemich,  Hardenberg,  and  Castlereagh ; 
and  that  the  money  thus  seized  included  the  mai- 
rii^e-portion  of  the  Empress  Maria  Louisa.*    Had 

•  See  Dr  O'Meara^s  Voice  from  St  Helena,  who  seems  himself  to 
have  been  startled  at  the  enormity  of  the  fiction.  What  makes  it  yet 
ihore  extravagant  is,  that  Napoleon's  will  disposes  of  a  part  of  that 
very  treasure,  as  if  it  were  still  in  the  hands  of  Maria  Louisa. 
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tiiis  Story  been  true,  it  would  have  presented  Napo- 
leon with  a  very  simple  means  of  avenging  himself 
upon  Lord  Castlereagh,  by  putting  the  British  pub* 
lie  in  possession  of  the  secret 

It  is  noless  remarkable,  that  Napoleon,  though  him- 
self a  soldier  and  a  distinguished  one,  could  never  al- 
low a  tribute  of  candid  praise  to  the  troops  and  gene- 
rals by  whmnhewassuccesdively  opposed.  Inmention- 
ing  his  victories,  he  frequently  bestows  commenda- 
tion upon  the  valour  and  conduct  of  the  vanquished. 
This  was  an  additional  and  more  ddicate  mode  of 
praising  himself  and  his  own  troops,  by  whom  these 
enemies  w^re  overthrown.  But  he  never  allows  any 
merit  to  those  by  whom  he  was  defeated  in  turn.  He 
profe»3es  never  to  have  seen  the  Prussian  troops  be- 
have well  save  at  Jena,  or  the  Russians  but  at  Aus- 
terlitz.  Those  armies  of  the  same  nations,  which  he 
both  saw  and  felt  in  the  campaigns  of  181^  and  1813^ 
and  before  whom  he  made  such  disastrous  retreats  as 
those  of  Moscow  and  Leipsic,  were,  according  to  his 
expressions,  mere  canaille. 

In  the  same  manner,  when  he  details  an  action  in 
which  he  triiunphed,  he  is  sure  to  boast,  like  the  old 
Grecian,  (very  justly  perhaps,)  that  in  this  Fortune 
had  no  share ;  while  his  defeats  are  entirely  and 
.exclusively  attributed  to  the  rage  of  the  elements, 
4he  combination  of  some  most  extraordinary  and  un- 
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expected  circumstaBces,  the  failiire  of  some  of  his 
Lieutenants  or  Mareschals,  or,  finally,  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  general  opposed,  who,  by  mere  dint  of 
stupidity,  blundered  into  success  through  circum«- 
stances  which  should  have  insured  his  ruin. 

In  a  word,  from  one  end  of  Nappleon'*s  works  to 
the  other,  he  has  scarcely  allowed  himself- to  be 
guilty  of  a^ingle  &ult  or  a  single  folly,  excepting  of 
that  kind,  which,  arising  from  an  over  confidence 
and  generosity,  men  secretly  claim  as  merits,  while 
they  afifect  to  ghre  them  up  as  matters  of  censure.  If 
we  credit  his  own  word,  we  must  believe  him  to  have 
been  a  faultless  and  impeccable  being.  If  we  do  not, 
we  must  set  him  down  as  one  that,  where  his  own  re- 
putation was  concerned,  told  his  story  with  a  total 
disr^ard  to  candour  and  truth.  (Q,^_pL   A^ru^  ^  ^^^ 

Perhaps  it  was  a  consequence  of  the^samc  indifi^ 
ference  to  truth,  which  induced  Napoleon  to  receive 
into  his  favour  those  French  ofiicer^  who  broke  their 
parole  by  esc^qie  from  England.  This,  he  alleged, 
he  did  by  way  of  retaliation,  the  British  government 
having,  as  he  pretended,  followed  a  similar  line  of 
conduct  The  defence  is  false,  in  point  of  fact ;  but  if 
it  were  true,  it  forms  no  apology  for  a  sovereign  and 
a  general  countenancing  a  breach  of  honour  in  a  gen- 
deman  and  a  soldier.  The  French  officers  who  libe- 
rated themselves  by  such  means,  were  not  the  less 
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jBahoBoured  meii^  and  uJoAi  to  bear  command  in  the 
army  of  France^  though  they  oould  have  pointed 
with  tmth  to  similar  examples  of  infamy  in  England. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  instance  of  Napo- 
leons deceptire  lystem,  and  of  his  detenninaticmf  at 
all  events,  to  place  himself  under  the  most  favour- 
Able  light  to  the  beholders,  is  his  attempt  to  repro- 
.aent  himself  as  the  friend  and  protector  of  liberal  jond 
&ee  principles.  He  had  destroyed  every  vestige  of 
liberty  in  France — he  had  persecuted  as  ideologists 
all  who  dierished  its  memory — he  had  boasted  him-- 
4self  the  restorer  of  monarchical  govemment*-r»the 
war  between  the  Constitutionalists  and  him,  covered, 
after  the  return  from  Elba*  by  a  hollow  truce,  had 
been  renewed,  and  the  liberalists  had  expelled  him 
firom  the  capital — he  had  left  in  his  Testament,  the 
appellation  of  traitor  yrith  La  Fayette,  one  of  their 
earliest,  most  devoted,  and  most  sincere  chie& — ^yet, 
notwithstanding  all  this  constant  opposition  to  the 
party  which  professes  most  to  be  guided  by  them,  he 
has  ventured  to  represent  himself  as  a  ftiend  of  liberal 
ideas !  He  has  done  so,  and  he  has  been  believed. 

There  is  but  one  explanation  of  this.  The  friends 
of  revolution  are  upon  principle  the  enemies  of  an- 
cient and  established  governments — Napolecm  be- 
came the  opponent  of  the  established  powers  &om 
circumstances ;  not  because  he  dispu,ted  the  character 
of  their  government,  but  because  they  would  not  ad- 
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nit  him  into  their  drde ;  and  thdugh  there  was  not; 
and  could  not  be,  any  real  connexion  betwixt  his  sys- 
tem and  that  of  the  Liberalists,  yet  both  had  the 
same  opponents,  and  each  loved  in  the  other  the 
enemy  of  their  enemies.     It  was  the  business  of 
Napoleon  in  his  latt^  days,  to  procure,  if  profes- 
sions could  gain  it,  the  sympathy  and  good  opinion 
of  any  or  every  dass  of  politicians;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  it  could  not  be  indifferent  to  those  to  whom 
he  made  advances,  to  number  among  their  disciples, 
even  in  the  twelfth  hour,  the  name  of  Napoleon. 
It  resembled  what  scnnetimes  happens  in  the  Catholic 
church,  when  a  wealthy  and  powerful  sinner  on  his 
death-bed  receives  the  Absolution  of  the  church  (m 
easy  terms,  and  dies  after  a  life  spent  in  licentious 
courses,  wrapt  up  in  the  mantle,  and  girded  with  the 
cord,  of  some  order  of  unusual  strictness.    Napoleon 
living  a  despot  and  a  conqueror,  has  had  his  memory 
consecrated  and  held  up  to  admiration  by  men,  who 
term  themselves  emphatically  the  friends  of  freedom. 
The  fiiults  of  Buonaparte,  we  conclude  as  we 
commenced,  were  rather  those  of  the  sovereign  and 
pcditidan,  than  of  the  individual.   Wisely  is  it  writ- 
ten, that  if  we  say  we  have  no  sin  we  deceive  our- 
sdves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us.     It  was  the  inor- 
dinate fcnrce  of  ambition  which  made  him  the  scourge 
<^  Europe ;  it  was  his  efforts  to  disguise  that  selfidi 
principle,  that  made  him  combine  fraud  With  force, 
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and  establish  a  regular  system  for  deceiving  those 
whom  he  could  not  subdue.  Had  his  natural  dispo- 
sition been  coldly  cruel,  like  that  of  Octa^us,  or 
had  he  given  way  to  the  warmth  of  hb  temper, 
like  other  despots,  his  private  history,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  campaigns,  must  have  been  written  in 
letters  of  blood.  If,  instead  of  asserting  that  he 
never  committed  a  crime,  he  had  limited  his  self- 
eulogy  to  asserting,  that  in  attaining  and  wielding 
supreme  power,  he  had  redsted  the  temptation  to 
commit  many,  he  could  not  have  been  contradicted. 
And  this  is  no  small  pridse. 

His  system  of  government  was  false  in  the  ex- 
treme. It  comprehended  the  slavery  of  France,  and 
aimed  at  the  subjugation  of  the  worid*    But  to  the 
former  he  did  much  to  requite  them  for  the  jewel  of 
which  he  robbed  them.   He  gave  them  a  regular  go-  I 
vemment,  schools,  institutions,  courts  of  justice,  and  I    Y^ 
a  code  of  laws.    In  Italy,  his  rule  was  equally  splen-  \ 
did  and  beneficial.    The  good  effects  which  arose  to 
other  countries  firom  his  reign  and  character,  begin 
i^so  to  be  felt,  though  unquestionably  they  are  not 
of  die  kind  which  he  intended  to  produce.    His  in- 
vasions, tending  to  reconcile  tiie  discords  which  exist* 
ed  in  many  states  between  the  governors  and  govern- 
ed, by  teaching  them  to  imite  together  against  a 
common  enemy,  have  gone  far  to  loosen  the  feudal 
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yoke,  to  enlighten  the  mind  both  of  prbce  and  peo- 
ple, and  have  led  to  many  admirable  results,  which 
will  not  be  the  less  durably  advantageous,  that  they 
have  arisen,  and  are  arising,  slowly,  and  without  con- 
test. 
/      In  closing  the  Life  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte, 
f    we  are  called  upon  to  observe,  that  he  was  a  man  tried 
^    in  the  two  extremities,  of  the  most  exalted  power  and 
/  the  most  inefiPable  calamity ;  and  if  he  occasionally 
appeared  presumptuous  when  supported  by  the  armed 
V     force  of  half  a  world,  or  unreasonably  querulous  when 
I     imprisoned  within  the  narrow  limits  of  St  Helena,  it 
I     is  scarce  within  the  capacity  of  those  whose  steps  have 
kiever  led  them  beyond  the  middle  path  of  life,  to 
estimate  either  the  strength  of  the  temptations  to 
which  he  yielded,  or  the  force  of  mind  which  he  op- 
^ppsed  to  those  which  he  was  able  to  resist. 
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ADDITIONAL  NOTICES  ON  NAPOLEON'S  EARLY 
CAREER.       * 

Volume  III.  page  81. 

It  may  be  added  to  the  meagre  account  giren  in  the  text; 
that  Napoleon^  though  only  a  youth  of  twenty-four^  was,  on 
his  return  to  Corsica  in  1793,  deeply  involred  in  the  politics 
of  that  island,  ^or  some  time  he  held  the  same  course  with 
his  venerated  relative,  Paoli,  who,  struck  with  his  early  talents 
fend  mode  of  expression,  pronounced  him  to  belong  to  those 
characters  whom  Plutarch  records.  About  the  same  time, 
iiinother  remarkable  person,  the  well-known  statesman  Count 
Pozzo  de  Borgo,  was  distinguished  as  a  rising  character  irt 
the  same  island.  He  was  the  relation,  and  originally  the 
fiiend  and  companion,  of  Napoleon,  and  enjoyed,  like  him,' 
great  consideration  among  his  countrymen.  But  when  civil 
dissensions  arose,  the  friendship  between  the  two  relatives 
was  broken  oflT.  Pozzo  de  Borgo,  who  already  held  an  im- 
portant situation  in  the  community  of  Corsica,  adhered  to 
^aoli.  Napoleon  embtuced  that  side  which  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  French  Republican  party.  He  was  at  this  time  Lieu«i 
tenant-Colonel  of  a  r^ment  of  the  National  Guard.  The  Co^ 
lonel  of  the  same  regiment  entertained  difl^rent  political  sen** 
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timenU  from  his  young  ttaisUiit ;  and  upon  one  occasion, 
Napdeon  drew  up  a  part  of  the  r^ment  which  adherod  ta 
him,  and  fired  upon  his  oommanding-ofBoer  and  the  rest. 
After  this  skirmish^  he  was  engaged  in  others,  until  the  party 
of  Paoli  becoming  superior,  Napoleon  waa  solemnly  banished 
ftom  his  natire  isbnd. 

He  always  bUmed  Posso  de  Borgo  for  baring  been  activa 
in  procuring  his  exile ;  and  with  the  stroi^  lore  of  rcTcnge 
whidi  is  said  to  mark  his  country,  neyer,  amongst  so  many 
important  affairs  a»  afterwards  required  his  attention,  forgot 
his  feud  with  his  early  riral.  Whererer  France  obtained 
an  ascendency,an  abode  there  became  dangerous  to  the  ohjeet 
of  Kapofeon's  haired;  lo  aroid  which,  Poazo  de  Borgo  waa 
compelled  to  retreat*  from  one  kingdom  to  another,  until  at 
last  he  could  only  find  shelter  in  England.  But  the  fate  of 
these  two  early  ae^iaintances  seemed  strongly  connected  a^d 
interwoven.  As  Napoleon  began  to  lose  ground,  the  fortunes 
of  his  native  appeared  to  advance,  and  h<mours  and  advan* 
tages  dropped  upcm  him,  in  proportion  to  Napoleon's  de« 
scent  from  eminence.  It  was  even  his  remarkable  destiny  to 
have,  (rom  his  influence  in  the  Russian  councils,  no  small 
share  in  deciding  upon  the  destiny  of  his  powerful  persecu^ 
%ox.  When  ^e  councils  of  the  allies  were  wavering  respects 
ing  the  march  to  Paria,  it  was  the  arguments  of  Count  Pozao 
de  Borgo  which  suppcurted  the  Emperor  of  Qussia  in  hia  re^ 
solution  to  adopt  that  decisive  measure. 

In  the  same  volume  (III.  p.  30,)  mention  is  made  of  a 
^*  small  Jacobin  publication  (by  Buonaparte)  called  L$  Sou^ 
per  de  Bmueaire,  a  political  dialogue  between  Murat  and  m 
Federate,  x>r  Girondist,  in  whidb  the  latter  is  overwhelmed 
and  silenced  by  the  arguments  and  eloquence  of  the  friends  of 
the  people."  This  is  an  inaccurate  account  of  the  Simper  de 
Beaucaire,  of  which  the  editor  had  not  been  able  to  find  a 
copy.  It  has  been  since  republished,  and  is  of  a  tenor  cob* 
sideraUy  diflferent  from  what  is  above  described.  Murat,  for 
example,  is  not  a  personage  in  the  dialogue.  The  scene  is  Jaid 
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•i  tbe  pariod  when  ih^  F^toidiiiU  v«Ki»i«Akiig  beMljigiiail 
the  JiMsol^n  govenu(p«Qt  in  9^wtr$X  of  tbe  towDt  of  FniiOfl^ 
and  particii4»ly  in  I^ens  and  MtnoiUes.  Tht  dtte  it  99tb 
gridjTj  ]17&3.    OThe  plm  of  the  iicrk  ii  Mfoll0ws  :^ 

A  roiyellnm^om  p»r^.i»«appeiwd  t»  inectat  >  tattotfhd^ 
at  Beaucaire,  dmifig  tbelast  day  f^  tbe  great  fiur  held  al  that 
place*  The  company  oomdata  of  a  military  man^  being  the 
author  himself,  two  marohante  of  MaraeiUeiy  a  natiye  of  Nia« 
viet^andanar^ianc^Moiitpem^.  They  iUlnatarally  into 
a  train  of  conrersation  concerning  the  profaahk  iaane  q£  tha 
eivilwar.  The  Maieidlkaie,  who  havle  just  learned  the  had  luc- 
^ess  of  their  ^onntiTuen'e  attack  upon  A^igMD,  hmu  whidi 
Ihey  had  heen  driyen  by  the  JvsMm,  afler  holding  it  te  a 
dM^rt  time^  (flee  VoL  II*  p.  957,)  aie  iaqoiiilun  to  knaw  tha 
state  of  the  army  of  the  democrats,  ^mder  Caitanx;  and  the 
hiforma^en  which  they  reoeiTe  fron  the  yonngaoldicr,  is  of 
a  natnre  l^D  K^afce  them  with  apiureheoiteL 

Tke  iMdkr.  '*  Theansy  of  Cartaiix  msfouif  thousand 
men  streog  when  it  assaulted  ATignon^  (thea  ooeupiad  by  tha 
Mansdlkse  anay,)  it  now  aroonnte  ta  m  Aouasad,  and 
within  ^9ttf  days  wBt  reach  ten  thousand  men.  It  has  nevac 
been  r^iwlsed  ftmx  Avignon,  since  i  t  never  made  a  fomud  at« 
tack ;  the  troops  only  manceuvred  about  the  phase,  in  onder 
to  aabertiin  i^iere  an  atten^t  to  force  the  gates^  by  means  ^ 
petards,  might  he  irtade  to  advantage ;  a  ftar  eann6n  were 
ired,  to  try  the  courage  of  Ae  garrison,  and  it  waa  then  na« 
cessary  to  draw  back  to  the  camp,  to  oomhine  the  attack^te^ 
the  next  morning.  I9ie  Maraeilleae  wece  three  thousand  six 
hundred  men ;  they  had  a  heavier  and  more  numemus  artiU 
lery,  and  yet  they  have  been  chligsd  lo  rearam  the  Daranoe. 
That  surprises  you,  but  it  is  only  veteran  troops  viho  can  en* 
dure  the  uncertain  events  of  a  si^e.  We  were  masters  of  the 
Rhone,  of  Villeneuve,  and  of  the  open  country;  we  had  in- 
tareeptod  all  tbeir  oommunieatiims.  They  wcm  under  the 
necessity  of  evacuating  the  town,  (Avignon,)  were  pursued  by 
the  cavsdry,  and  loat  many  prisonen,  and  two  guns." 

The  Marseilkse  endeavour  to  4x>ntiast  Uiese  bad  news» 
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iMi  wtiat  they  liad  to  expect  from  the  pre^oiBed  exertions  of 
their  city,  in  recruiting  their  army  with  new  levies  and  with 
beavy  cannon.  But  the  young  c^cer  proceeds  in  a  profes* 
dond  manner  to  show  the  inferiority  of  18  and  24-pounder8 
to  ifield-artillery,  when  armies  were  to  engage  in  the  fidd,  the 
superior  skill  of  r^ular  artillery-men  in  serving  the  guns, 
the  advantages  possessed  by  the  disciplined  soldiers  of  Car« 
taux  over  the  raw  recruits  which  Marseilles  might  call  into 
the  field,  and  the  want  of  means  <tf  subsistence  in  thedty  in 
ease  of  a  dose  dege* 

'the  Marseillais,  in  reply,  plays  ^e  part  usually  ascribed 
to  the  interlocutor,  in  this  spedes  of  dialogue,  who  combats 
the  opinions  favoured  by  the  author.  He  proposes  various 
acltemes  of  defence,  one  after  another,  the  weakness  of  whidi 
is  easily  exposed  by  his  victorious  antagonist.  He  points  out 
to  diem,  that  there  was  the  utmost  fdly  in  the  extremity  of 
renstance,  and  that  the  Marseillese  possessed  no  means 
wldeh  could  vdtimatdy  lead  to  success.  ''  Your  army,''  he 
said,  '*  will  be  composed  of  all  the  wealthy  and  well-educa- 
ted of  your  dty,  for  the  Sans  Culottes  will  readily  turn 
against  you.  Thus,  you  will  expose  the  flower  of  your  youth, 
accustomed  to  hold  the  commercial  balance  of  the  Mediterra« 
nean,  and  to  enrich  thdr  country  by  mercantile  speculations, 
hf  confronting  them  with  veteran  soldiers,  who  have  been 
dyed  a  hundred  times  in  the  blood  of  'die  fhrious  aristocrat 
and  ferocious  Prussian.  Let  poor  countries  fight  to  the  last 
extremity. .  The  native  of  Vevarais,  of  the  Cevennes,  of  Cor« 
sica;  may  expose  himself  without  fear  to  the  event  of  battle. 
If  he  gain  the  fight,  he  has  attained  his  purpose— if  he  loses, 
he  is  in  no  worse  situation  than  before  fbr  making  peace. 
But  you— if  ifou  lose  a  battle,  the  fruits  of  a  thousand  years 
of  fatigue,  of  labour,  of  frugality,  <^  good  fortune,  become  the 
prey  of  the  soldier." 

In  this  tone  the  discussion  proceeds,  until  the  Marseillese 
merchants,  driven  out  of  the  field  of  dispute,  are  compelled 
to  acknowledge,  that  sulnnission  is  the  best  diance  they  havo 
of  efifafiiug  destruction.   They  jgree  to  recommend  it  to  their 
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champagoe,  in  grtteful  adcBowledgment^  that  he  bad  been 
at  the  troable  to  deu*  tip  their  ideas  on  the  snbjeet. 

From  this  analysis  the  reader  'will  pofcdve  that  nothin|^ 
can  be  mwe  inaccurate  than  to  term  the  Souper  duBeawda^ 
a  Jacobin  pamphlet,  although  it  is  unquestionably  written  ta 
urge  the  Federalists  to  submit  to  their  inefitable  fiite,  and- 
avert  extremity  by  ddng  so  in  tim^  The  work  is  entirdf 
j^ree  from  all  the^cagg«rated  and  oant  language  of  the  day^ 
There  is  no  mention  of  liberty,  equality,  or  fraternity  of  the 
ri^ts  of  man — ^no  abstract  discussion  of  political  prindpks^ 
The  whole  merits  of  the  dispute  betwixt  Paris  and  the  de-r 
^artments  are  hurried  oTer  with  little  or  no  argument  Buo* 
naparte  urges  ^e  Marseillese  to  submission,  not  because  the 
principles  which  dictated  their  insurrection  were  erroneous; 
but  because  they  nad  not  means  to  maintain  successful  re^ 
sistanoe ;  not  because  they  had  been  eonliited  by  the  Jaeo^ 
'  bins  in  argument,  but  beo&use  they  were  unequal  to  the  tasi? 
iBf  oontendibg  with  them  by  force.  Notwithstanding,  there^ 
foe,  what  is  said  in  the  text,  from  erroneous  information  of 
the  fiature  of  this  pabUeation,  there  is  nothing  in  it  iheonsist-i 
ent  with  Napoleon's  own  account  of  the  origin  of  the  wwk, 
thai  it  was  wtltt^  under  the  a»!iumed  diaraoter  of  «  Jaeo« 
bin;  with  the  friendly  intention  of  conrindng  the  Girotidisti 
ihat  they  w^re  ohoodng  an  unfit  time  for  insurrection,  and 
imempting  it  in  a  hopeless  manner.  (Vol.  III.  p.  31.)  Ne« 
Yertheless,  even  the  colour  of  his  viiard  disgusted  the  audior 
Wi  recoUeetion.  He  called  in  and  destroyed  e?ery  copy  of  the 
Souper  da  J^aucaire  whidi  eould  be  found,  so  that  only  one 
i[«main^>  from  which  the  reprint  of  Monsieur  Paneeudcehad 
be^  executed* 

The  Souper  deBeauoaire  IB  written  in  a  dry,  ^passion^ 
ate,  and  constrained  style ;  but  thore  is  another  and  eariier 
work  of  Napoleon*s  youth,  which  is  muoh '  more^worthy  of 
commemoration,  as  indicatiye  of' die  temper  of  the  man. 
!ShiA  WM- his  Lettor  to  M.  Matteo-Btt^afeco,  one  of  llie 
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<i|iiHi»  far  QPtHiat  l»  *»  li»liyM>  Aitii>My.    Xhelw* 
Hfy  of  Ae  wodK  sa ^^^9^  h^J/U^^B.  Jdigr»  pnntwr  fti  Doir« 
bj  whom  foe  c0p]Fta«l»«»'CMAiUfpMierv«d>a^^ 
^iiidMrl9  4f«>^I^Uc^ittdbetrii«tQbebi3^^   Buo^ 
ivfm^  «iHei  •!}.  bi^idrfldr  Aod  fikf  wym  iQ  he  ^bumn  a& 
^  9f9}^  |o.€ffir«i0»»    Ai(  Urn  iiuiDe  tim^  N«P«dMO  n»6dk«te^ 

D^l  jfarw  tfra  yoUiiMff*'  <m  (he  polUi^.  dxil,  Mid  imlitary 
hifMj  of  Canrica»  .He  ionted  M^aieur  Joly  to  ykit  him 
at  Aux<9me>  with  f  view  to  ]^l  and  itUbliih  this  wotiu  He 
€901^  JIQ4  found  the  lature  ISmfi^rar  l»  «  naked  haradk 
i9g9>  t^4d^  iiiiimt9i«  <9f  whii^  «ow^^ 
IfitlWtJWrliu)^  a  tahte  plaoecl  in  the  ^mhcitfwre  of  a  mm 
^  1^^,  loaded  9^tb  b0pk9  aiid  i^perft>  and  .t#o  chaka.  Hif 
lNC9t|i(Br  {^om  ndifm  b^  ma  teadhing  ittatti«9iiatk8^  Iqr  on  i 
vil^fhed  wftUsMfc  m  an  a^toUiing  cloaet.  Moi^ieior  Joly 
^d  th^  miim  Wfi^  ^  !^^  F^  ^  ^  jfopreosion of  tht- 
bpokj  but  ^^apolepQ  wa4  at  the  tiine  in  unoertainty  wb^hct 
|i(^9Pito|»i9iid»at4iu;<HHie<Nr  not^  Stm^^it^^hemm 
pp^lfiad  tP  Topl^j  wb^i&  hia  evitr^ffdioairy  -eaiepr  ifi^  qpn* 
im^a^  Thew^konC(meawaaneirerpri)»tedtndrha(ia 
traca.  «f  it  b$^  diiMrered.  Moncfcsur  Joly,  na^anlly  dedr 
irisin  of  ppcaorri^g  every  necoUeotim  of  tUa  interview  with 
^  future  eonquevor  of  nt^ipm,  intheehaiacitarandoondir 
tim  of  a  (Inilk-ytreet  «iitbflf>  mmitkm  th*t  the  denod  die» 
99^1  .oinM99it^  <^  the  chuplain  of  the  legittent,  whoie  oSi» 
had  been  juat  awippre«Md»  winaa  dej^ted  witb  Kapcdeon  by 
ihe  o^bar  gScm,  Ha  diovied  them  lo  hit  mlei^  9»A  ipoke 
D^  the  oprwpidei  of  leligiaii  TRtbont  indeeeney^  yet  ah» 
mthout  lespect.  ''If  you  have  not  heard  niasa  to-di^,  | 
pm  aay  it  to  yon/'  waa  1||«  eiq^ieimn  to  jtfonaieor  Joly. 

The  Letter  to  ]gu^a$m  ia  a  c^alxihe  a^iiM  tbi^  ConM 
can  AobWman*  who  M  h#W»  doling  the  mfli  ^  £nuM% 
the  frie^idfiftbe  latter  natioii»aBd  the'ojn^nMiftof  the  Ubafr 
ti^  of  hia  c^mtrr*   He  bad  bmi,  of  aiitf»»  theoieitty  of 
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1700)  Win  wtrjply  atUehied.  We  have  pr^seprfed  the  compo? 
Mm  mtire,  beeaiiie>  though  the  matter  be  unuiterestingp 
the  roi^g^  food  rivid  style  of  inveetive  is  fingularly  character- 
latic  id  the  Eery  youths  whose  hoioxQ  one  (^  bi^  teachie»^ciiH 
pfkxed  to  a  volcano  surcharged  ivith  molten  granite>  which 
it  poured  iojih  in  torrents^  whenever  his  passions  were  ex« 
cited* 


IMt^  qf  Napoleon  Buonaparte  to  M.  Matteo  Butktfoco,  D$m 
putj/  from  C&rma  to  th4  Notional  Atsemb^. 

Sir, 

Frcan  Bopilacio  to  Cape  Corso^  from  Ajaccio  to  Basti^ 
tfiere  is  one  cb/atnu  of  impKCcationa  a^^uast  you.  Your 
friends  keep  out  of  sight>  your  relations  disown  yoti^  and 
even  the  man  of  reflection^  who  does  not  allow  himself  to  be 
swayed  by  p^ipular  opinion,  is,  for  once,  led  away  by  the  §e-* 
aepd  cdieri%sceBee» 

But  wbit^jhave  you  dime?  MHiat  are  the  crimes  to  ji^stifjp 
such  univeEsal  indignation,  such  com^dete  desertion  ?  This, 
aur,  is  what  I  wish  to  inquire  into,  in  the  course  (^  a  little 
discussion  with  you* 

.  "J^he  history  of  your  h£e,  since  the  tin^  at  least,  whei)  ymi 
afqpeared  on  the  stfige  of  public  it^^s,  is  well  known.  Its 
princ^M^  £eatures  af  e  drawn  in  letters  of  blood.  Still,  how- 
ever, there  9xe  details  comparatively  unknown.  In  these  I 
nuiy  be  miptak^n  ;  but  I  reckon  iipon  your  indulgence,  and 
)i9pe  for  information  from  jov^ 

After  having  entered  the  service  of  France,  you  returned 
to  see  your  relations  ;  you  found  the  tyrants  vanquished,  thf 
national  govepcpfne^t  established,  aod  the  Condisans,  entirely 
guypern^  by  npble  sentiments,  vyipg  with  each  other  in  daily 
«»aiftQC«  for  the  prosperity  of  fjbe  ^te»    You  did  not  9II0W 
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yourself  to  be  sedaced  by  ^general  ettthofuunn ;  far  from 
tliat>  you  locked  wilfa  nothing  but  jnty  on  the  nonaeBnea! 
atuff  aboat  country,  liberty,  indq>end^ice,  and  eonstttirtion, 
which  had  got  into  the  heads  of  our  meanest  peasants.  Deep 
reflecti<m  had  tau[^ht  you  to  set  a  proper  value  on  those  arti^ 
ficial  sentiments,  the  maintenance  of  which  is  a  general  evil. 
In  fact,  the  peasant  must  be  taught  to  mind  his  work,  and 
not  play  the  hero,  if  it  is  wished  that  he  should  not  starwe/ 
that  he  should  bring  up  his  family,  and  pay  respect  to  autho- 
rity. As  to  those  who  are  called,  by  their  rank  and  fortune,  to 
occupy  stations  of  power,  they  cannot  long  remain  such  dupes 
as  to  sacrifice  their  comforts  and  consideralion  in  society  for 
a  mere  chimera,  or  «toop  to  pay  court  to  a  t»bbler,  ^lat  they 
may  at  last  play  the  part  of  Brutus.  Still,  as  it  was  neces- 
sary for  your  designs  that  you  should  gain  the  fiivour  of 
Pa^i,  you  had  to  dissemble ; — ^M.  PaoH  being  the  centre  o[ 
all  the  movements  of  the  political  body.  We  shaU  admit 
that  he  had  talent — ev&a.  a  certain  d^eeof  genius ;  he  had, 
in  a  short  time,  placed  the  affairs  of  the  island  on  a  good* 
footing ; ,  he  had  founded  a  university,  in  which,  to  the 
first  time,  perhaps,  since  the  creation,  theiseienees  wyth  9x4 
useful  for  the  developement  of  reason  were  taught  amb&g  our 
mountains.  He  had  established  a  foundery  fbr  cannon,  pow-^ 
dor-mills,  and  fortifications,  which  increased  the  means  ci 
defmce ;  he  had  formed  harbours,  which,  while  ^ey  encou-*' 
raged  commerce,  improved  agriculture;  he  had- created  a 
navy,  which  protected  our  communication  witib  oUier  eonnw 
tries,  while  it  injured  our  enemies.  All  these  establishmenta^ 
in  their  infancy,  were  a  mere  presage  of  what  he  one  day 
might  have  done.  Union,  peace,  and  liberty,  seemed  the 
precursors  of  national  prosperity,  had  not  a  government,  ill 
organised,  and  placed  on  an  unsound  basis,  afforded  stSl  surer 
indications  of  the  misfortunes  which  were  to  happen,  and  o^ 
the  total  ruin  into  which  everything  was  to  fall. 

M.  Padi  had  dreamed  of  being  a  Solon,  but  had  been  UBhi 
^buccesiriul  in  his  imitation.  He  had  placed,  everything  ^  tiki 
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liands  of  the  people  or  tbdr  representatives^  so  that  it  wa% 
ftnposalihle  even  to  exist  without  pleasing  them.  A  Strang^ 
error!  whidi  places  under  the  control  of  a  bratal  and  nier* 
eenary  plebeian^  the  man  who  alone,  by  his  education,  his  iU 
tetiious  birdi,  and  his  f<H*tune,  is  formed  for  governtng.  In 
the  long  run,  so  palpable  a  dereliction  of  reason  cannot  fail 
to  bring  on  the  ruin  and  dissection  of  the  body-politte^  after 
having  exposed  it  to  every  species  of  shfifering. 

You  succeeded  to  your  wish.  M.  Paoli,  constantly  sur- 
rounded by  enthusiastic  and  hot-headed  persons,  never  ima« 
gined  that  there  could  be  any  other  pas^on  than  the  devo^ 
tioif  to  liberty  and  independence^  Finding  that  you  had 
some  imowledge  of  France,  he  did  not  trouble  himself  to  do 
more  than  take  your  own  word  for  your  moral  prinei{des; 
He  got  you  appointed  to  treat  at  Versailles  respecting  the  ac« 
commodation  which  was  n^otiating  under  the  mediation  of 
that  cabinet.  M.  de  Choiseul  saw  you,  and  knew  you ; 
minds  of  a  certain  stamp  are  speedOy  appreciated.  In  a  dMrt 
€mey  in  plaee  of  being  the  representative  of  a  flree  peo^e> 
you  transformed  y^cmrsdf  into  the  derk  of  a  minister ;  you 
eommunieated  to  him  the  instructions,  the  plans,  the  secrets 
of  the  cabinet  of  Corsica. 

'  This  conduct,  which  is  oonsldered  here  as  base  and  atro« 
dous,  appears  to  me  quite  natural ;  but  this  is  because,  in  all 
•erts  of  a£f)drs,  we  should  undentand  one  another,  and  reason 
with  coolness.  ) 

The  prude  censures  the  coquette,  and  is  laughed  at  by  her 
in  return ; — this,  in  a  few  wcnrds,  is  your  history.  The  man 
of  prindple  judges  you  han^ly,  but  you  do  not  believe  that 
there  is  a  man  of  prindple.  The  common  pec^le,  who  are 
alwdys  led  away  by  virtuous  demagogues,  cannot  be  appre* 
dated  by  you,  who  do  not  believe  in  vktue.  You.  cannot 
be  condemned  but  by  your  own  prindples,  like  a  criminal  by 
the  laWs ;  but  ihose  who  know  the  refinement  of  your  prin- 
ciples^ €nd  nothing  in  your  conduct  but  what  is  very  sim^ 
pte*    This. brings  us  back,.^en>  to  what  i^e  have  aJready 
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miAf  tbaty  in  «U  Mtto  of  affidn,  the  firit  dniig  re%iiiidte  U  tf 
underitaiid  one  •nother,  and  then  aigoe  coolly*  Yoa  are  also 
protected  by  a  iort  of  aub-d^ence^  not  lf»  efibotnal^  fqr  yon 
do  not  aspke  to  the  reputation  of  a  Cato  or  a  Catinat.  It  la 
ai^fficieot  fmr  you  to  reaemUe  a  certidn  daaa;  aod,  aoMNig 
this  certain  dasa,  it  ii  i%;r^  that  he  who  naay  get  moneys 
and  does  not  pioftt  by  the  opportunUy^  ia  a  mit&y ;  te  iBooey 
INTocurea  all  the  (iea^urea  of  senae^  «i4  the  pleaaoreaoC  aens^ 
aie  the  only  pleasures.  Now^  M«  4e  Choiseulj  who  waa  very 
lifoeral>  made  it  imposslUe  for  you  toresist  hin»— ^Nurticulvly 
aa  y«nr  ridiculous  eocoitiy  paid  you  for  yoiff  sendees,  acond* 
faig  to  her  laughable  custoin,  by  the  honour  of  serrii^  her. 

The  treaty  of  Compile  being  ooodbided>  M.  de  Chanvdui 
and  twenty-feur  battalions  landed  on  our  dioBes.  M.  de 
Choiseul,  to  fHiom  Ihe  cdertty  of  the  expedition  waa  most 
important,  had  uneasiness  on  Ihe  sul^eety  which,  in  his  ee»« 
dd^tisl  communications,  he  could  not  di^iise  firom  you» 
You  suggested  that  he  (Aiould  send  yon  there  with  a  few 
milHons.  As  Philip  took  dties  with  hb  Mule,  you  promiaed 
to  make  everything  yidd  to  hin  wiUMmt  opposition.  No 
sooner  said  than  done,— and  there  you  are,  reerossing  the 
sea,  dirowing  off  the  mask,  and,  with  money  and  your  com* 
nuonon  in  yottr  huid^opraidgiiegotialiona  widi  tiiose  whom 
)riiu  though  woidd  he  most  easily  gained  oi?er« 

Nerer  imagining  that  a  CDodcan  oould  prefer  himsdf  to  hie 
country,  the  Cabinet  of  Corsica  had  intrusted  you  with  her  in* 
teresti.  Never  dieatmag,  fi>r  your  pan,  that  any  man  would 
not  prefer  money  and  Mmsetf  to  h^  country,  you  sold  yonru 
self  and  hoped  to  buy  every  body.  Profound  moraHst  aa 
you  were,  you  knew  how  much  the  enthusiasm  of  each  in* 
dividual  was  worth ;  some  pounds  of  gold,  more  or  less, 
fonned,  in  your  eyes,  all  the  shades  which  diversify  chMBo« 
ter. 

You  were  mistsken,  however :"— the  weak*minded  were 
eertainly  shaken,  bat  they  were  terrified  by  the  horrible 
idea  rf  mangling  tibe  bosom  of  their  country.    They  thought 
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they  nw  Uitir  hlhen,  their  brathen,  thtir  frienik,  who 
peikhed  in  defending  her^  nuie  their  heads  fhxn  the  tiHnb  to 
lood  them  with  cones.  These  ridicolous  pnjudioes  were 
strong  enoa^  to  stop  7011  in  your  oncer ;  yon  hunented  hM 
▼ing'to  do  widi  a  people  so  childidi  in  its  notions.  But,  sir, 
this  refinement  of  sentiment  is  not  bestowed  on  the  multi- 
tnde;  and,  therefi>re^  Xylite  in  poverty  tndwretdiedness; 
whOe  a  man  who  has  gotpropernotionsy  if  drcvmatanees  £i« 
vmur  him  ever  so  Utde,  knowt  the  way  to  rise  very  speedily. 
This  is  pretty  exaeUy  tiie  moral  of  your  story. 

When  yon  made  yoor  report  of  the  obata^es  which  pve* 
▼ented  yon  finom  realising  yonr  paoauses,  yoA  i^ropooed  that 
tile  Royal  Corsican  r^ment  should  be  height.  Yon  hoped 
that  its  example  would  eidig^n  our  too  simple  and  honest 
peasants,  and  accustom  them  to  Aings  to  wfaidi  they  feh  io 
much  Repugnance.  But  what  hiq^ened  ^  Did  not  Rossi, 
Marengo,  and  some  other  madmen^  inflame  die  minds  ti 
Ae  regiment  to  such  a  (ntA,  that  the  officers  in  a  body  pro^ 
tested,  by  an  authentic  writing,  that  they  would  throw  vnp 
fheir  commissions,  sooner  tiunt  Tiolate  their  oaths,  or  tbek 
duties,  wfaidi  were  still  more  saared  ? 

You  thus  fbund  yourself  reduced  to  stand  akme  as  an  ex« 
am^e  to  others.  Without  being  disconcerted,  at  ihe  head  of 
a  few  friends  and  a  French  detachment,  you  threw  yourself 
hito  Vescovato;  but  the  terribte  CiemeBt*  mdoeundkd  y<m 
fyam  thenoe.  You  retired  upon  Bsstia  with  your  coupa* 
ntons  in  adTentnre.   This  little  affair  wis  not  nindi  to  your 


•  CtemMiit  FteU,  elder  twotltflrof  the  General,  a  good  ftoldie^,  tm  eiEtfeUant 
citizen*  a  real  philosopher.  At  the  beginning  of  an  action  he  could  not  bring  him- 
■df  to  engage  in  personal  combat ;  he  gave  his  orders  with  the  sangfroid  which 
eharactoriiet  the  good  dllltfer.  But  M  no  sootier  tailr  hii  mea  beghi  to  fidl,  Aia 
l)c  seiaed  h^  am^  with  a  convulsive  nM>veaientof  indignatipo*  and  raad^  oseof 
them,  exclaiming—**  Unjust  men !  why  brealc  down  the  barriers  of  nature  ? 
why  roust  you  be  enemies  of  your  country  ">** 

'  Austere  hk  ftU  mtuners,  simple  In  hit  faaMli,  he  bai  ftliWTt  lired  retiMd.  in 
ifat  only  in  freat  emeiigencies  that  he  came  forward  to  give  his  opinion,  which 
was  very  seldom  departed  ftom. 
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eM^t;  your  holMife,  and  thoe^of  y<wr  muWmteii,  niere biimfc 
But,  in  a  plaee  of  nSetf,  you  langhed  at  these  inq^otoat  ef- 
forts. 

^  People  here  charge  yoa  with  haviag  endeairotUKd  to  arm 
the  Royal  Conicans  against  their  brethren.  They  also  wish  to 
impeach  your  courage,  from  the  small  reastance  yon  made  at 
VesGOvato.  There  is  little  fonndatbn  for  tlwse  accusations ; 
f<Hr  the  first  was  an  imme^te  consequence  of  your  prqjeets,' 
indeed  <me  of  your  means  of  excelling  them;  and,  as  we  hanre 
already  jHroyed  that  your  conduct  was  perfectly  simf^and  na« 
inral^tlds incidental  chairge  gees  for  nothing.  As  to  your  want 
of  courage,  I  do  not  see  how  this  is  settled  by  the  action  of 
Vesooyato:  You  did  not  go  therewith  the  serious  purpose  of 
fighting,  but  for  the  sake  of  encouraging,  by  your  example, 
those  who  were  wavering  in  the  opposite  party.  And  after 
all|  what  right  has  any  one  to  require  that  you  should  have 
run  the  riidc  of  losing  the  fruits  of  two  years'  good  conduct, 
by  being  shot  like  a  common  soldier?  But  you  must  have 
fdt  a  good  deal,  say  some  folks,  cm  sedng  your  own  house, 
and  those  of  your  friends,  become  a  prey  to  the  flames.  Good 
God !  when  will  narrow-minded  people  giye  over  tryii^  to 
judge  of  everyUiing  ?  Tour  letting  your  house  be  burnt,  put 
M.  de  Choiseul  under  the  necessity  of  indemnifying  you.  £x<i 
perience  proved  the  accuracy  of  your  calculations  ;  you  recei« 
▼ed  much  mote  than  the  value  of  what  you  lost  To  be  sure 
yon  are  accused  of  having  kept  all  to  yourself,  and  of  iiaving 
given  nothing  but  a  trifle  to  the  poor  creatures  whmn  yon 
had  seduced.  In  order  to  justify  your  having  acted  in  this 
way,  it  is  only  necessary  to  inquire  if  you  could  do  it  vnth 
perfect  safety.  Now,  the  poor  people  who  were  so  dependent 
on  your  protection,  were  neither  in  a  condition  to  demand  res-i 
titution,  nor  even  to  undarstand  very  clearly  the  injustice 
which  was  done  them.  They  could  not  become  malcontents, 
and  rebel  against  your  authority ;  being  held  in  detestation 
by  their  countrymen,  their  return  to  their  former  sentiments 
-could  no  longer  be  held  as  sincere.    It  was  then  very  natural 
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thatj'wlieiiafewdioiisaend  crbwns  tfaut  came  in  your  way, 
yoa  •hoold  not  let  diem  out  of  your  hands  j—4o  hare  done 
80y  woidd  have  been  cheating  youraelf.  > 

The  Ftench,  beaten  m  apite  of  thdr  gold^  their  C(minii8« 
sions,.  the  disciidine  of  their  numerous  battalions,  the  ac<» 
tivity  of  their  squadrons^  the  skill  €i  their  artiU^Tmen,— 
defeated  at  LaPenta>  Vescoyato,  Loretto,  San-Nicolai^  fiorgo 
Barbaggio^  Oletta^-^ntraiched  themselves^  excessively  dis* 
hearttticd.  Winter,  the  time  of  their  repose,  was  for  you, 
SiTi  8  period  of  the  greatest  labmir ;  and  if  you  could  not 
tdmnph  aver  die  obttinaoy  of  prejudices  ik>  deeply  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  you  found  means  to  seduce  some  of 
thdr  chiefs,  whom  you  succeeded,  though  with  some  difficulty, 
in  bringing  to  a  right  way  of  thinking.  This,  along  with 
the  thirty  battalions  whom  M.  de  Vaux  brought  with  him 
the  following  q>ring,  forced  Corsica  to  yield  to  the  yoke, 
and  drove  Paoli  md  the  greatest  fanatics  into  banishment. 

One  ptMTtion  of  the  patriots  had  died  in  the  defence  of  their 
tnd^endenee,  another  had  fled  from  a  land  of  proscription, 
and  which>  from  that  time,  was  a  hideous  den  of  tyrants.  But 
a  great  munber  could  neither  die  nor  take  flight ;  they  became 
die  objects  of  persecution.  Minds,  whom  it  had  been  found 
impossible  to  corrupt,  were  of  such  a  stamp,  that  the  empire 
of  die  French  could  only  be  established  on  their  total  destmc- 
ticm.  Alas !  this  plan  wis  but  too  punctually  executed.  Some 
perilled,  vicdms  of  crimes  unjustly  imputed  to  them ;  others, 
betrayed  by  their  own  hospitality,  and  by  their  own  confi- 
dence, exited  on  the  scafibld  the  sighs  and  tears  into  which 
they  had  been  surprised  by  dissimulation.  A  gr^t  number, 
crowded  by  Narbonne«Fridzelar  into  the  town  of  Toulon, 
poisoned  by  unwholesome  food,  tortured  by  their  chains,  and 
sinking  under  the  most  barbarous  treatment,  lived  a  short 
time  in  their  misery,  merely  to  see  death  slowly  approaching. 
— -O  God,  witness  of  theur  innocence^  why  didst  thou  not  be< 
eome  dieir  avenger ! 

.  In  the  mictet  of  this  general  calamity,  in  the  midst  of  the 
11 
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groans  and  lamentaUaofl  of  this  unfbrtiniate  peo|4e^  you, 
however^  began  to  ei^by  tlie  ftnit  of  yoiit  bdioiiTv— 4Hniditf8> 
dignities,  pensions,  all  inate  show^6d  dpon  ybn.  Yofor  proa* 
perity  would  haVe  advanoed  still  nunre  rapidly;  had'not  Da 
Barri  0Terthr6wn  M.  de  Ghoiseu},  tM  deprived  yob  of^  pm« 
tector,  wbo  duly  aptireciated  your  pawiteBi^  This  bloirdid 
not  discourage  you ;  you  turned  your  attenfion  to  ihe  fri«- 
reaux;  you  merely  felt  the  iiedcssity  of  greai^  assiduity. 
This  flattered  the  persons  hi  office,  your  serVio^  wekea^xfo* 
toriovifl.  All  your  wishes  wiere  granted.  Kot4KikitM  with  the 
lake  of  BigugMa,  yon  demanded  a  part  oC  dielasdB  of  mtaif 
communities.  Why,  it  is  dasd,  did  you  wii^  ta  difptbre  ^eni^ 
of  t^tede  bnds  ?  I  idc,  in  n&y  titrn,  wlutt  regardf  ougfai  yod  fa^ 
hinre  for  a  nation,  by  vihotik  you  kne#  yourself  to  be  de« 
tested? 

Your  favourite  prcject  #as,  to  divide  t^  idand  amoti^  tm 
Barons.  How !  not  satisfied  with  having  asasted  in  foipg&|^ 
the  chains  with  wbich  y<llir  eobntry  was  bolmd,  3^ou  wnAM 
still  fiirther  to  sul^ect  her  fo  the  afbsurd  feudal  governmiB^  f 
But  I  commend  you  for  having  done  as  much  harm  to  tive 
Corwcansas  you  possibly  could.  YoU  were  at  war  widi  them ; 
and,  in  war,  to  do  evBfor  die's  own  advantagei'is  iHem 
prin<aple» 

But  let  us  pass  over  all  these  paltry  mat ters-^let  us  ofitae 
to  the  present  momenti  and  condude  a  letter,  whi6h,  fttnn 
its  £Hghtfttl  length,  caittiyot  fail  to  iatigae  you-. 

The  sta^  of  affiotPsin  France  twpegnosticatcd  ex^jsdrdhiiry 
events.  You  became  alarms  for  Ae  efl^ct  (^  diem  in  Cor- 
sica. The  same  madness  wr^  which  we  were  poosessed  bd« 
fore  the  war,  began^  to  your  great  seandiA,  to  lAfbei  lltmii 
amiable  people*  Yoti  comprehended  ^im  eohsequeikcies ;  fc»« 
if  noble  saitiments  were  to  gainf  asf  ascendency  m  pubiie  opi<* 
nion,  you  would  becdme  no  betteir  than  a  traitor,  instead  of 
being  a  mftn  of  prudence  and  good  *ift».  What  wift  ftitt 
worse,  if  ever  noble  sentiments  were  again  tosthr  l^e  blami 
of  our  ardent  countrymen,  and  if  ever  a  nationtil  govennratot 
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were  to  be  the  temU  of  godi  •enthnentg,  what  would  become 
of  you  ?  Your  own  ocmscienoe  then  began  to  terrify  you. 
RestleM,  however,  and  unhappy  as  you  were,  you  did  not 
yield  to  your  conscience.  You  resolved  to  risk  everything  for 
everything — but  you  played  your  game  skilfully.  You  mar« 
tied,  to  strengthen  your  interest.  A  respectable  man,  who, 
relying  on  your  woni,  had  given  his  sister  to  your  nephew, 
found  himself  abused.  Your  nephew,  whose  patrimony  you 
had  swallowed  up  in  order  to  increase  an  inheritance  which 
was  to  have  been  his  own,  was  reduced  to  poverty,  with  a  nu« 
morous  family^ 

Having  arranged  your  domestic  afikirs,  you  cast  your  eyes 
over  the  country.  You  saw  it  smoking  with  the  blood  of  its 
martyrs,  heaped  with  numerous  victims,  and,  at  every  step, 
inspiring  only  ideas  of  vengeance.  But  you  saw  the  ruffian 
S4^dier,  the  insolent  pettifogger,  the  greedy  tax-gatherer, 
lord  it  without  contradiction;  and  the  Corsican,  groaning 
under  the  weight  of  tr^le  chains,  neither  daring  to  think  of 
what  he  was,  nor  to  reflect  on  what  he  still  might  be.  You 
said  to  yourself,  in  the  joy  of  your  heart,  ''  Things  go  on 
well,  and  the  only  thing  is  to  keep  them  so."  And  straight- 
way you  leagued  yourself  with  the  soldier,  the  pettifogger, 
and  the  tax«-gatherer.  The  only  point  now  to  be  attended  to 
was,  to  procure  deputies  who  should  be  animated  by  conge- 
nial sentiments;  for,  as  to  yourself,  you  could  never  suppose 
that  a  nation  which  was  your  enemy  would  choose  you  for 
her  representative.  But  you  necessarily  changed  your  opinion, 
when  the  letters  of  convocation,  by  an  absurdity  which 
was  perhaps  the  result  of  design,  determined  that  the  deputy 
from  the  nobility  should  be  appointed  by  an  assembly  com- 
posed of  only  twenty-two  persons.  All  that  was  necessary 
was  to  obtain  twelve  votes.  Your  associates  in  the  higher 
council  laboured  with  activity.  Threats,  promises,  caresses, 
money,  all  were  put  in  action*  You  succeeded.  Your  Iriends 
were  not  so  successful  among  the  Commons.  The  first  pre- 
sident failed ;  and  two  men  of  exalted  idea8->the  one  the  son, 
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.tito Jbctt^MT,  the  qq^w^  oftte  Mit  Mkm  cUftndtfrtof  tfat 
common  cau^e^the  othe;  a  person  who  bad  soen  SbnTilk 
^and  Narbonne^  and  wbose  mind  was  &dl  of  tbe  borrid  acdont 
.b^  bad  seen^  wbile  be  kmented  bis  own  want  of  power,  to  op- 
pose tbem  j-^tbese  two  men  were  proclaim^  deputiesi  and 
their  appointment  satisfied  tbe  wishes  of  tbe  nation.  Tbe 
secret  chagrin^  tbe  suppressed  rage,  which  were  every  where 
. caused  by  your  app<»ntment>  form  the  best  enlogy  onthe akill 
of  your  manceuyresj  and  the  influence  iof  your  lesguA, 

When  you  arrived  at  Versailles^,  you  were  a  zealous  Boy^ 
alist  When  you  now  arrived  at  Paris,  you  must  have  seen 
with  much  concern,  that  tbe  government,  which  it  was  wished 
to  organise  upon  so  many  ruins,  was  tbe  same  with  that 
which,  in  our  country,  bad  been  drowned  in  so  much  blood. 

Tbe  efforts  of  tbe  unprincipled  were  powerless  ;  the  new 
constitution  being  admired  by  all  Europe^  and  bavingbecome 
an  object  of  interest  to  every  thinking  being,  there  remained 
for  you  but  one  resource.  This  was,  to  make  it  be  believed 
that  this  constitution  was  not  adapted  to  our  island ;  although 
it  was  exactly  tbe  same  with  that  which  bad  produced  Such 
good  effects,  and  which  it  cost  so  much  blood  to  d^^vie  us 

AH  tbe  delegates  of  tbe  former  administration,  who  natui- 
rally  entered  into  your  cabal,  served  you  with  tbe  ^eal  ,ai:iaiig 
from  personal  interest.  Memorials  were  written,,  tbis  objeet 
of  which  was  to  prove  bow  advantageous  for  UfS  mat^  tbe.  exist- 
ing government,  and  to  demonstrate  that  any  change  would 
he  contrary  to  tbe  wish  of  tbe  nation.  At  this  time  the  city 
of  AJACcio  obtained  some  knowledge  of  what  was  going  on. 
This  city  roused  herself,  farmed  her  national  guard,  oiga^ed 
her  committee.  This  unexpected  incident  alarmed  you-— 
Ibe  fermentation  spread  in  all  directions.  You  per^oaded 
the  ministers,  over  whom  you  bad  gained  some  ascendency 
in  relation  to  tbe  affairs  of  Corsica,  that  it  wa§  of  importance 
to  send  thither  your  fatber-in-lawj^  M.  Gaffory^  with  a  jeom- 
mand ;  and  immediately  we  saw  M.  Gaffory,  a  worthy  precur- 
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■or  df  M;  Niiboto^  eikltttroiuiBg,  at  tlM  beid  of  hb  tt^^ 
to  mainttin  by  fbice  that  tynumy  wliicli  hk  late  father^  of 
gtorioos  meiBQiry^  had  lesiited  and  toofounded  by  his  geniiuu 
Innumerable  Uundera  left  no  room  for  concealing  your  fm* 
tfafer-in-law'i  mediocrity  of  tal^t ;  he  posseised  no  other  tti 
but  that  of  making  himself  enemies.  The  people  rallied 
against  him  on  every  sicb.  In  this  imminent  danger  you  lilU 
ed  up  yoiur  eyes,  and  saw  Narbonne !  Narbonne,  profiting  by 
m  moment  of  fiivour,  had  laid  the  plan  of  establishing  firmly, 
in  an  idand  whieh  he  had  wasted  with  unheard*of  crudty^ 
die  despotism  which  oppressed  it.  You  laid  your  heads  toge^ 
Iber ;  the  plan  was  determined  on ;  five  thousand  men  9^ 
odved  orders;  commissions  for  increasing  by  a  battalvm  ibm 
pcomoial  raiment  were  prepared.  Narbonne  set  ODt*  TUm 
poor  taadon,  unarmed  and  disheartened,  without  hope  wA 
without  resource,  is  ddivered  into  the  hands  of  her  exeeo-^ 
tioner. 

O  tmhappy  ommtrymen !  Of  what  odious  treachery  weira 
you  to  be  the  victims  I  Tou  would  not  perceive  it  till  it  wst 
too  late.  How  were  you,  without  arms,  to  resist  ten  tboi^* 
sand  men  ?  You  would  yourself  have  signed  the  act  of  y<iur 
degradation;  hope  would  have  been  extinguisbed;  $ndday«f 
of  uninterrupted  misfortune  would  have  succeeded.  EwmH- 
cipated  France  would  have  looked  upon  you  with  coi^p^mf^k 
aifflicted  Italy  with  indignation;  ^d  Europe,  astonished  Mi 
this  unexampled  degree  of  d^pradatiouj  iNmld  have  efibw^ 
from  her  annals  the  traits  which  do  )HH|(mr  to  y^w  ehaarac*. 
fer.  But  your  deputies  from  the  CompQon9  penetrated  tb#i 
dengn,  and  informed  you  of  it  in  time.  A  king,  whos^ooly- 
widi  was  the  happiness  of  his  people,  being  well  informed  Oft 
the  sulgect  by  M.  La  Fayette,  that  steady  friend  of  Ub^y^. 
dissipated  the  intrigues  of  a  peorfidioi^s  minister^  wboE  Wl^oeiH. 
tainly  impelled  by  the  desh^  of  vengeance  to  do  you  ^uig^ 
.Ajacdo  showed  res^utum  in  her  addrei^,  in  which  was  60^ 
sGoribed  wi^  such  energy  ihe  miserable  state  to  whioh  ym 
were  reduced  by  the  most  oppressive  of  governments.    BiHK 
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tity  tUl  then  stupified  as  it  were,  awoke  at  tliesoinid  wf  dan- 
ger,  and  took  up  arms  with  that  resolntion  for  which  she  has 
been  always  distinguished.  Arena  came  from  Paris  to  Ba- 
lagne^  full  of  those  saitiaQettts  which  kad  men  to  the  boldest 
enterprises.  With  arms  in  one  hand^  and  the  decrees  of  the 
National  Assembly  in  the  other^  he  made  the  public  enemies 
tremble.  Achilles  Meurate,  the  conqueror  of  Gi^rana,  who 
had  carried  desolatiim  as  far  as  Grenoa^  and  who,  to  bea  Tu^ 
senne,  wanted  nothing  but  opportunity  and  a  more  extrasive 
ield,  reminded  his  companions  in  glory;  that  this  was  the 
time  to  acquire  additional  fame,—- 4hat  their  country  in  danger 
had  need,  not  of  intrigues,  wlrich  he  knew  nothing  aboul^  but 
of  fire  and  sword.  At  the  sound  of  so  gaiend  an  explosion, 
€laffbry  returned  to  the  insignificance  from  which  he  had  been 
feNught,  so  mal'd'propM,  by  intrigues ; — he  trembled  in  the 
fortress  of  Certe.  Narbonne  fled  from  Lyons,  to  hide  in 
Bome  his  shame,  and  his  infernal  projects.  A  few  days  after- 
wards Corsica  is  united  to  France,  Paoli  recdled;  and  in  an 
instant  the  prospect  changes,  and  opens  to  your  riew  a  cdurse" 
of  erents  whidi  you  could  not  hkve  dared  to  hope  for. 

I  beg  your  pardon,  sir ;  I  took  up  my  pen  to  defend  yon  ; 
bttt  my  heart  revolts  against  so  uniform  a  system  of  treason 
and  atrocity.  What !  did  you,  a  son  of  the  same  country, 
never  feel  anything  for  her?  What!  did  your  heart  expo* 
lience  no  emotion  at  the  si^t  of  the  rocks,  the  trees,  the* 
houses,  the  spots  which  were  the  scenes  of  your  infant  amuse-* 
ments  ?  When  you  came  into  the  vrorld,  your  country  non-i 
fished  you  with  her  fruits;  when  you  came  to  the  years  of 
reason,  she  placed  her  hopes  in  you ;  she  honoured  you  with ' 
her  confidence;  shcsaid  to  you,  ''My  son,  you  see  the  wretdi«' 
ed  state  to  which  I  am  reduced  by  the  injustice  of  men; — 
througn  my  native  vigour,  I  am  recovering  a  degree  of  str^gtfa 
which  promises  me  a  speedy  and  infallible  recovery;  but  I 
asn  again  threatened !  Fly,  my  son,  hasten  to  Versailles ;  in- 
£nrm  the  great  king  of  everything,  dissipate  his  suspicioiis^ 
request  his  finendsMp." 
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.  Wdl !  a  liltle  g<dd  made  you  betray  her  conlldeiice;  and 
Mhwiih,  for  a  little  gM,  yoa  were  seen,  like  a  parridde, 
tearing  cfca  ber  boeom.  Ah,  sir,  I  am  far  from  wishing 
you  ill ;  but  there  is  an  avenging  conscience !  Your  eoun« 
trymen,  to  whom  you  are  an  olgect  of  horror,  will  enlighten 
France  as  to  your  character.  The  wealth,  the  pensions,  the 
fruits  of  your  treasons,  will  be  taken  from  you.  In  the 
decrepitude  of  old  i^e  and  poverty,  in  the  frightful  solitude 
of  wickedness,  you  will  live  long  enough  to  become  a  prey  to 
the  torments  of  conscience.  The  father  will  point  you  out  «o 
his  son,  the  master  to  his  pupil,  saying,  "  Young  people, 
learn  to  respect  your  country,  virtue,  fidelity,  and  humanity." 
And  you,  respectable  and  unhappy  woman,  whose  yo^> 
beauty,  and  innocence  were  vilely  prostituted,  does  your  pure 
and  chaste  heart  beat  under  a  hand  so  criminal  ?  In  those 
moments  in  whidi  nature  gives  the  alarm  to  love,  when, 
withdrawn  from  the  chimeras  of  life,  unmingled  pleasuiea 
soooeed  each  other  with  rapidity,  when  the  mind,  expanded 
by  the  fire  of  sentiment,  enjoys  only  the  pleasure  of  causing 
enjoyment,  and  feels  only  the  pleasure  of  exciting  feeling,— 
in  those  moments  you  press  to  your  heart,  you  become  iden- 
tified with  that  cold  and  sdifish  man,  who  has  never  deviated 
from  his  character,  and  who,  in  the  course  of  sixty  years,  has 
never  known  anything  but  the  care  of  his  own  interest,  an 
instinctive  love  of  destruction,  the  most  infamous  avarice,  the 
bne  pleasures  of  sense !  By  and  by,  the  glare  of  hbnows, 
the  trappings  of  ridies,  will  disappear;  you  will  be  loaded  with 
general  coiitempt  WiH  you  seek,  in  the  bosom  of  him  who 
is  the  author  of  your  woes,  a  consolation  indispensable  to 
your  gentle  and  affectionate  mind  ?  Will  you  endeavour  to 
find  in  his  eyes  tears  to  mingle  with  yours  ?  Will  your  fail- 
ing hand,  placed  on  bis  bosom,  seek  to  find  an  agitation  like 
that  in  your  own  ?  Alas,  if  you  surprise  him  in  tears,  they 
will  be  those  of  remorse ;  if  his  bosom  heave,  it  will  be  with 
the  convulsions  of  the  wretch,  who  dies  abhorring  nature, 
himself,  and  the  hand  that  guides  him. 
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0  LamethT  OHobespienlJl  OBedon !  *0*Mney  !  OMi- 
rabeau!  O  Bamave!  O  Baillyl  O  La  Fayette!  this  is  the 
man  vrho  dares  to  seat  himodif  by  your  side  ?  tDr^ppii^  iriA 
the  blood  of  his  brethren^  stained  by  every  sort  of  yie^  he 
liresents  himself  with  confidence  in  the  dress  Df  «  general, 
the  reward  of  his  crimes !  He  dares  to  call  himsdf  the  re- 
presentattre  of  the  nation — he  who  sold  her— and  you  sixflRir 
it !  He  dares  to  raise  his  eyes^  and  listen  to  your  ^sconrse, 
and  you  suffer  it !  Is  it  the  voice  of  the  people^that  sent  him'? 
He  never  had  more  Aan  the  voice  of  twdve  nobles.  Ajaedo^ 
Bastia^  and  most  of  the  districts,  have  done  that  to  Us  eMgj 
which  they  would  have  been  very  glad  to  do  to  his' person. 

But  you^  who  are  induced^  by  the  error  of  the  moment^  or 
perhaps  temporary  abuses^  to  oppose  any  fiesh  changes^  wtfl 
yon  tolerate  a  traitor  ?  a  man  who^  imder  the  cool  exteri(Mr«f 
a  man  of  sense^^  conceals  the  avidity  of  a  lacquey  ?  I  €$maait 
hnagine  it.  Tou  will  be  the  first  to  drive  him  away  wi&  ig« 
nominy,  as  soon  as  you  are  awttre  of  the  stiing  of  atroeiCks 
of  which  he  has  been  the  author. 

I  have  the  honour^  &c. 

fiUONAFAftTC. 

From  my  closet  at  MUkli^ 
'9Sd  Jamtartfy  Ytar  2. 


No.  IL 

Volume  IK  page  44. 

DESCENT  OF  THE  FRENCH  IN  SOUTH  WALS5, 
UNDER  GENERAL  TATE. 

Wa  have  found  some  carious  particulars  respecting  Tmle's 
descent  in  the  Memdrs  of  Theobald  Wolfe  Time,  one  oi  the 
unfortunate  and  misguided  Irish  gentlemen  who  were  engpgfd 
\m  the  Rebellion  17M,  and  who,  being  taken  on  hia  roturn 
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t0  Iitkxid  mUk  m  PBencb  ^eiSpiStim}  ifa»  taoimakg^'wiin 
eK0o«ted  tl»re^    Hie  anthoi ^  f(Or  wfaomira  «iCwtdi»  nMebi 
qwpaogicn^  aeenift  to  hsf«  bten  agaUntlig^itJiR^atled  Iiir^t 
man,  hisiietd  fW  of  Mrapsvof  pk]^, a«i  lu&lnMrtin'aidi^ 
fever  on  account  of  the  supposed  wrongs  which  hk  country' 
bad  sustained  at  the  hands  of  Great  Britain.    His  hatrad, 
indeed,  had  arisen  tO'  a  pitch  which  seems  to  have  surprised 
himself,  as  appears  from  the  oontelasion  of  Hie  foUowi^  ekm 
tracts^  whidi  prove  that  notfung  less  than  the  totid  destmc*- 
tiM  of  BiisUd  was  e^cpected  from  Tate  and  Itia  meny^men,^ 
who  had  been  iBduatriouslf  picked  oat  as^ie  grei^eatTepro^ 
bal!e»<^the  Ftvnoh'irmjw 

We  have  Uiai  sen  ^  opinion  of  Ottiien  Welfori^Be^  wlliir* 
leads  us  to  think  ho  woaM  hav«  wept  heartily  hid  he  btat^ 
ta  witness  the  havoc  of  wMoh  he  seems  ambitioiiB  to  -be  aar* 
instrument  The  violence  of  his  expressiona  only  ihows  how 
dM.  war  and  poMtlcal  fury  can  deform  and  wai p  the  moral^ 
IbeUags.  Bat'WeahoaldhafeMhedto'haveaeeiiPit^ooinN' 
traaBce  when  he  learned  that  the  Bande  Kobe  had  laid  down^ 
tlieb  anna  to  a  handfrd  ofWelsh  mifitia,  backed  br^the  ap>* ' 
pearanoe  <tf  a  body  of  mariMt  women,  with  redx;lo»,  (siidl^ 
was  the  fact,)  whom  they  took  for  the  head  <^  a  aupp^rtfng ' 
column.  Even  these  attempts  at  pillage,  in  which  they  wero^ 
supposed  so  dexteroua,  were  foiled  by  the  exertions  of  ^  sona* 
of  Owen  GlendowOT.  The  only  blood  spilt  was  that  of  a* 
Pranch  straggler,  smrpHsed  by  a  Wdbh  fSmnerin  theaetftif^ 
storming  his  hen-roost.  The  bold  Briton  knocked  the  assailiAit* 
on  the  head  with  his  flaO,  and,  not  knowingiN4iom  he  had 
ikdn,  buried  hkn  in  the  dunghill,  until  he  learned  bjrtiio' 
report  of  the  country  that  he  had  slain  a  French  invader, 
when  he  was  much  astomshed  and  delighted  with  his  own 
valour.  Such  was  the  event  of  the  invasion ;  Mr  Tone  will 
tdQ  us  what  WM  expected^ 

>  ' 

Nw.  l§t  mmd  9d,  If  96,  (Bresi). 

Colonel  Shoe  tellt  me  that  General  Quantin  1m  been  cB»> 
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pilolMd  ftMtt  FkttUag  wiA  «0M  of  ^^ntieit  repi^lNrtes 
in  die  Freneh  maj,  to  kad  in  BngUad,  and  do  as  mndi 
miadklef  as  poMtUe^  and  that  we  have  3000  of  the  aaae 
atamp^  wlumi  we  arealao  to  dii^gorge  on  the  Eng^  coast.  • 


Nav.2Uhand2Uk. 
Colonel  Tate^  an  American  officer^  hat  offered  his  sendees, 
and  tl^  General  has  given  lun^  the  rank  of  Chef-d&-brigade, 
and  1050  men  of  the  Legion  Noire,  in  order  to  go  on  a  hii- 
csncering  party  into  England.  Excepting  some  little  ^tws 
in  the  locality,  which,  after  all,  may  seem  errors  to  me  from 
my  own  ignpiance,  the  instructions  are  incomparably  well 
dmwn ;  they  are  done,  or  at  least  corrected,  by  the  General 
himself;  and  if  "(ate  be  a  dashing  fellow,  with  military  ta** 
lents,  he  may  play  the  devil  in  England  before  he  is  caagbl» 
His  ol^ect  is  Liverpool ;  and  I  have  somcreason  to  think  ikm 
scheme  has  resulted  from  a  conversation  I  had  a  few  days 
since  with  Colonel  Shee,  wherein  I  tdid  him  that,  if  we  were 
once  settled  in  Ireland,  I  thought  we  might  make  a  piratical 
visit  in  that  quarter ;  and,  in  fact,  I  wish  it  was  we  that 
should  have  the  credit  and  profit  of  it*  I  should  like,  for  ex- 
ample, to  pay  a  visit  to  Liverpool  myself,  with  some  of  the 
gsntlemen  from  Ormond  Quay,  though  I  must  say  the  citi« 
aens  of  the  Legion  Nmre  are  very  little  behind  my  country- 
men either  in  appearance  or  morality,  which  last  has  been 
prodigiously  cultivated  by  three  or  four  campaigns  in  Breti^;ne 
and  La  Vend^.  A  thousand  of  these  desperadoes,  in  their 
black  jackets,  will  edify  John  Bull  exceedingly,  if  they  get 
sa&  into  Lsncashire*^ 

To^ay,  by  the  (General's  orders,  I  have  made  a  fiur  copy 
of  Colonel  Tate's  instructions,  witbsome  alterations  from  Uie 
rough  draught  of  yesterday,  particularly  with  regard  to  his 
tot  deitination,  which  is  now  fixed  to  be  BristoL  If  be  ar- 
rives safe,  it  will  be  very  possible  to  carry  it  by  a  coup  de 
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miii>  im  wladi  awa  ht  ii  to  lw«i>  it  to  ^grovad.  Icui* 
not  bat  dMevre  here  that  I  tmwcnbed^  inUi  the  gnetert 
mmgJMdy  the ocden  to  ledvce  to  ashes  the  third  d^^  the 
British  dotmoioiis,  in  whidi  these  is,  perhaps,  property  to 
>  the  amount  of  L.5,000,000. 


No-  III. 

F^kme  IV^  page  172. 

.HISTOEICAL  NOTES  ON  TH£  18th  BRUMAIRB. 

,  .The  ftUewing  fiiets,  whidi  haTe  never  been  made  pabUe, 
hot  with  which  we  have  been  fkvoiued  hem  an  anthentie 
channel,  throw  partieuhur  light  on  the  troubled  period  daring 
vHiieh  NapolecA  assamcd  the  sopveme  power— the  risks  whk^ 
he  ran  of  biiiig  anticqMited  in  his  aim,  or  of  altogether  miso* 
ngit. 

•In  the  end  of  July,  1799,  wh^i  all  those  discontents  were 
fermenting,  which  afterwards  led  to  the  Revolntion  of  the 
l«th  Bramaire, 

Geaeval  Aagereao,  with  one  of  ihe  most  celebrated  veterans 
of  the  Repablican  army,  attraded  by  a  deputation  of  six  p«> 
sons,  amongst  whom  were  Salicetti  and  other  members  of 
Convention,  came  on  a  mission  to  Generd  Bemadotte,  their 
minister  atwar,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning. 

Their  object  was  to  call  the  Minister's  attention  to  a  ge* 
nerd  r^ort,  which  announced  that  there  was  to  be  a  speedy 
dteration  of  the  consdtution  and  existing  order  of  things. 
They  accused  Barras,  Sieyes,  and  Fouch^,  as  being  the  authors 
of  these  intrigues.  It  was  generally  believed^  they  said,  that 
one  of  the  Directors,  (Barras,)  was  for  restoring  the  Bourbons ; 
another  (Sieyes  is  probably  meant)  was  for  decting  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick.  The  deputation  made  Bernadotte  acqudnted 
with  their  purpose  of  fulminating  a  decree  of  arrest  agdnst 
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tbft  two  offioMd  ponoBA.  HMlig.tet  in^nrad  wtepioofii 
ihi9f  ixM.  pmdiioe  in  mxjfifaA  6f  tbeir  i^SeffsAam,  And  }»d 
ing  iatomed  tlmt  they  kad  na  positiTe  proof  to  ofEet,  tbe 
Muiitta:  in^prmed  thm  that  he  would  not  partieipate  iii 
the  proposed  act  of  illegal  violence.  '^  I  require  your  word  of 
honour/'  he  said,  ^^  that  you  will  desist  from  this  project.  It 
is  the  only  mode  to  eaMwte  my  mlenee  on  the  subject." 
One  of  the  deputation,  whcnn  the  minister  had  reason  to  re- 
gard as  a  man  of  the  most  ezemi^ary  loyalty,  and  with  whom 
he  had  bad  connexions  in  military  service,  replied  to  him, 
"  Our  intration  was  to  hare  placed  you  in  possession  of  great 
power,  being  wdl  persuaded  that  you  would  not  abuse  it. 
Since  you  do  not  see  the  mAtCer  as  we  dc^  the  afl^  is  at  ah 
end.  We  give  up  our  sdieme.  Let  die  afi&ir  be  buried  in 
comj^^e  oblivion."  In  less  t^tii  two  months  aft^rwai^ 
Buonaparte's  amval  gave  a  new  turn  toi  tlie  ^te  of  afiBunu 

Ho' landed,  as  is  wdl  known,  at  Fr^ua,  a£ker  haviog  abaft^ 
doned  hia  army  and  Inoke  the  qusranline  laws.  When  tllit 
inteUigeaee  reached  Bemadotte,  he  intimated  to  the  I^ec* 
tory,  that  there  was  not  an  instant  to  lose  in  having  him 
brought  befoie  «  ooonefl  of  war.  Greticfal  D^bel  was  in- 
structed, to  make  tlna  eommonieation  to  a  member  of  the  Bi« 
rectory,  who  was  one  of  his  friends.  Colonel  St  Martin^  of 
the  artiUecy^  iqpoke  to  this  Dire^ar  to  ihrsame  purpose.  Hia 
answer  was^  ^^  We  are  not  stioi^  enough."  On  its  being 
said  that  BeriMbdotte  was  of  opinion  that  Buonaparte  should 
be  proceeded  agMast  aceorcting  to  the  principles  of  military 
discipline,,  and  that  the  opportunity  which  oocurred  should 
be  laid  hold  o^  the  Director  replied,  "  Let  us  wait. ' 

Buonaparte  arrived  at  Paris.  All  the  Generals  went  to  yiaH 
him.  A  public  dinn»  to  him  was  proposed;  and  a  list  for  thai 
purpose  handed  about  When  it  was  presented  to  Bemadotte 
by  two  m^nbers  oi  the  Coandl  of  Five  Hundred,  he  said  to 
them,  "  1  would  advise  you  to  put  off  this  dinner  till  he  ac- 
count satistactoiily  fyg  having  abandoned^  army."* 

•  When  Bemadotte  came  into  the  ministry,  it  became  a  question  whether 
Booaaiiftrti  thonld  jiol  be  Mat  for  horn  Egypt*-"  It  it  t^e  armr  fou  imw,** 
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MoTO  than  twelre  day t  luid  eltpied  btfbveBenMriolta  nw 
Bttonapffte.  A%tliereqQ«tt«f  JoMf^^luBbrotessm^Uiw^aBi 
of  Madame  Led«r(^  Bnoii«ptft«%  sisiar^  B«ndblte  at  ki^ 
wMt  to  visit  Mm.  The  cwfenkikm  turned  vpon  EgypC 
Buonaparte  hating  bi^n  totefit  of  pnVHcaffidrSy  B^nadotts 
allowed  him  to  enlarge  on  tiie  neoeaai^  of  a  change  in  the 
goYermnent;  imd  at  last^  percdnng  that  Bnenaparte^  aware 
of  the  awkwardness  of  hia  situation^  waa  exaggerating  the 
«milivoaralde  eircumstanoes  in  ^e  aitnation  of  Franoe,-— 
''But,  Genertit^"  said  Bemadotte,  ^' the  Rnssiana  are  heaten 
In  Switaeriand^  and  hate  tetifed  into  Bohemia;  aHneofcto- 
fence  is  maintained  between  die  Alps  and  the  Ligorian  Ap- 
ennines ;  we  are  in  posseesion  of  Genoa ;  Hi^hmd  is  aavod  < 
die  Russian  army  that  was  there  is  destroyed,  and  the  Eng« 
lish  army  has  retired  to  England: — 14^000  insurgents  have 
just  heen  dispersed  in  the  department  of  the  Upper  Garonne^ 
and  constrained  Co  taice  refvige  in  Spahi ; — at^  this  moment 
v^  are  basied  in  nishig  two^  hundred  auxilitty  battaliona  of 
1600  men  each,  and  40,000  cavaky ;  and  in  three  montha  at 
«iost,  we  shall  not  know  what  to  do  with  thiv  muhitnde  of 
torrents.  Indeed,  if  you  had  been  able  to  bring  the  army  of 
Egypt  with  you,  the  veterans  who  compeae  it  would  have 
been  very  useful  in  forming  our  new  corps.  Though  we 
fdiould  look  upon  this  army  as  lost,  unless  it  return  by  virtae 
of  a  treaty,  I  do  not  despair  of  the  safety  of  ^  repuUic,  and 
r  am  convinced  she  will  withstand  her  enemies  both  at  home 
and  abroad."  'WhileproneundngthewmfdsevMmie«a^Adme, 
Bernadotte  uninteiitionany  looked  in  the  face  of  Buonaparte, 
whose  confusion  waa  evident.  Madame  Buonaparte  dunged 
the  conversation,  and  Bernadotte  soon  after  took  leaver 


.  irid  the  M  iaiilflri  I  "i(pragtothaG<<it«id»yoiilawirhahai  •ney^totl^^l)^e■ 
t^ton^hip  ;  and  wndiog  vetiels  to  bring  him  to  France,  wguld  just  be  giving 
it  to  him.* 

A  French  fleet  was  at  that  time  cruising  in  the  UvAmthAmtki^Oiit  : 
inibted  that  it  dwiild.bt  ordered  into  Tookm. 
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Seme  dhyt  >JHiJW«di».M.  R— — » Ibmti^  Akf  saawtary 
to  the  iiiiiikleraf  war,  b^n^  ^^^^Boral  BenMi^^ 
him  to  BaoMiMune.  TbegeMftl  offrkd  him  akmg  with  him* 
After  the  nsiial  emanplimmti,  they  began  to  talk  oC  the  aitn- 
ation  of  France.  BuoDaparte  i^oke  much  of  die  great  ex- 
citement of  feding  among  the  repnblicana,  and  partieiihiT* 
ly in  die  "cM  du  man4§t"  Bemadotte  aaid,  in  anawer, 
'<  When  an  impnlse  is  once  given,  it  is  not  eaaiiy  sto^^* 
Thia  yon  have  often  expenenoed*  After  having  iu^preaaed 
on  the  acmy  of  Italy  a  movement  of  patriotie  enthoaiaany 
yon  coiyd  not  rtpreas  thia  fedtng  when  you  judged  it  proper 
todoao.  The aame thing h^pena now.  A nnmberitf indi- 
vidnala,  and  your  own  btothera  prindpaUy,  have  formed  the 
4inb  you  apeak  of.  I  have  never  bdonged  to  it.  I  waa  too 
bniy,  and  had  too  many  d«ttea  to  pecform  aa  miniater,  to  be 
nUe  to  attend  it.  You  have  tSk^  that  I  have  fiivoured 
tfatae  meetinga.  Thia  is  not  correct.  I  have  indeed  support- 
ed  many  rcapectabk  persons  who  belonged  to  this  did),  be- 
cause their  viewa  were  honest,  and  they  hoped  to  give  pre- 
valence to  a  spirit  oi  moderation  and  prudence,  which  is  ge< 
nendly  thrown  aside  by  ambitious  men.  Salicetti,  a  particu- 
lar friend  and  aecret  confidant  of  your  brothers,  was  one  of  the 
directors  of  that  meeting.  It  has  been  believed  by  observers, 
and  is  bdieyed  still,  that  the  state  of  excitement  which  yon 
complain, of,  has  originated  in  the  instructions  received  by 
SalicettL" 

Here  Buonaparte  lost  temper,  and  declared  that  he  would 
ratb^  live  in  the  woods,  than  continue  to  exist  in  the  midst 
of  a  socieiy  whidi  gave  him  no  security. 

*^  What  security  do  you  want?"  answered  Genond  Beraa- 
dotte.  Madame  Buonaparte,  fearii^  that  the  conversation 
would  become  too  warm,  changed  the  subject,  addressing  her- 
aelf  to  M.  R-^ — ^  who  was  known  to  her.  €leneral  Bema- 
dotte did  not  persist  in  his. questions,  and,  after  somegenerd 
conversation,  he  withdrew. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Joseph  had  a  large  party  at  Mor- 
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fmMae.  BuoiuipMte,  meeting  General  BmmdmMe  eototiig 
oviof  tfae  ThS^t^F¥ia9ftd$,ioqefyedifht^mM»Ufh9oii  the 
parly  on  the  fo&^mng  day.  Being  answered  in  tbe  sffirma* 
tif©— "  Will  you,"  said  he,  *'  give  ne  my  wS^  to-morrow 
menmg?  I  bawe^xsossion  to  pass  near  yotif  boose,  and  riiall 
be  Yery  gkd  to  stop  with  you  for  a  few  moments."  Next 
morning,  Buonapatte  and  his  wife  arrived;  Louis  follow* 
ed  them  a  moment  afterwa^s.  Buonaparte  made  himsdf 
y^  agreeal^^  In  the  evening  thete  was  some  oonversa- 
tiMt  betwera  R^gnaolt  de  St  Jean  d'Angely,  Jessi^,  and 
Lnden.  Buonaparte  oonversed  with  Bemadotte,  who  saw, 
firom  ys  embarrassed  air,  and  fluent  fits  of  absence,  that 
bis  imnd  was>  deeply  occupied.  He  had  no  longer  any 
donl^  diat  it  was  Buonaparte's  determined  purpose  to  save 
bimsdf,  by  the  overthrow  of  the  constitution,  fk^em  the 
dan^ir  with  which  he  was  threatened  in  consequence  of  bis 
leaving  Egypt,  abandoning  his  army,  and  violating  the  quk« 
imitine  laws.  He  resolved  to  oppose  it  by  every  means  iir 
his  powor.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  happened,  aocidentd« 
ly,  to  be  in  a  house  belonging  to  a  fbllow  countryman  and 
friend  of  Moreau's.  That  general  having  inquired  if  be  had 
been  at  the  party  at  Morfimtaine,  and  if  he  had  spoken  with 
Bnmiaparte,  and  Bemadotte  having  toM  hhn  he  had.  Mo- 
reau  said,  *^  That  is  the  man  who  ibas  done  the  greatest  harm 
to  the  RepuUic" — <^ And,"  added  Bemadotte,  ''who is  pre« 
paring  the  greatest." — ^^  We  shall  prevent  him,"  replied  Mo- 
reau.  The  two  generals  shook  bands,  and  {Mrmnised  to  stand 
by  each  other  in  redsting  the  deserter  from  Egypt  So  they 
called  him  in  {nresence  oi  a  number  of  persons,  «noi^  whom 
was  the  ex-mimster,  Petiet. 

The  Dizfictory,  it  is  tme,^  did  not  enjoy  the  puUic  esteem. 
Sieyes  stood  first  in  reputation  among  the  Ave  mctaibers, 
but  he  was  looked  upon  as  being  timid  and  vindic^ve.    He 


•  It  was  by  no  mami  <iroin  ficiendship  that  BuoaiqpAite  went  to  I 
on  this  occasion ;  but  really  to  render  the  Directory  and  the  friends,  of  the  ie< 
public  suspicious  as  to  that  generaTs  intentions. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


XXX'  AfVMxmix,    lia  ii>, 

wftft Ml«yved  to  be dii^poMd  to  otUibe  JMb^ of  BnuMtiik to 
tbetiinmeof  Ffaiue,  BtaammAwaspeti^  by mmmifeataam 
of  being  in  treaty  with  the  Comte  Lille.  Gduer^  MouHas* 
and  Roger  Daeos^  were  Tery  respectable  men,  but  eenndered 
to  be  uofit  for  the  gOT^mmoit  of  a  great  oation*  Gohier^ 
howeyer,  was  known  to  be  one  of  the  first  lawyers  of  that 
period,  to  be  of  ineom^tible  integrity,  and  an  ardent  lover  of 
his  country* 

When  Sieyea  obtained  a  phieeia  the  Directory,  he  had  d^* 
sired  to  have  General  Bemadotte  for  war^miniBter.  Someeon^ 
fidential  relations  between  them,  and  a  c^tain  degree  of  de« 
ferenoe  whidi  Bemadotte  paid  to  Si^es,  in  ofmaoquoioe  of 
hia  great  celel»ity,  had  Mattered  his  8df«lofe.  Buou^arte'a 
two  brothers,  Joseph  and  Luden,  thinking  they  diould  &id 
in  Bimiadotte  a  ready  instrument  for  .the  execution  of  the 
0ans  of  their  brother,  whom  th^y  beHeved  to  be  on  the  poir^ 
of  landing  in  France,  agreed  with  Sieyes  in  hrii^;ing  Bema-i 
dotte  into  the  ministry.  Gohier,  Moulins,  and  Roger  Dnoos 
joined  the  Buonapartea  and  Sieyes ;  Barras  alone  indioed  to* 
wards  Dubois-Cruice ;  but  he  yielded  witii  a  good  grace  to 
the  opinion  of  his  colleagues. 

The  {proposal  was  made  to  Bemadotte  at  a  dinner  at  Jo* 
a^h's,  in  the  Rue  du  Roehtr*  Joubert,  one  of  the  party, 
who  had  rec^tly  formed  an  intimacy  withe  the  candidate  for 
the  place  of  minister,  was  chostti  by  the  Buonapartes  to  pro* 
pose  it  to  him.  The  proposal  was  refused,  and  the  remon* 
strances  of  Joubert  had  no  effect  on  the  resolution  of  Bema* 
dotte,  which  at  that  time  i^peared  immoyable.  The  Buo- 
napartes, who  were  the  prime  moyers  of  aU  the  changea  which 
took  place,  and  enjoyed  the  distribution  of  all  the  great  poata, 
wexe  astonished  when  they  heard  General  Joubei^a  repeat. 
They  got  several  members  of  the  council  to  endeavour  to  in- 
duce B^nadotte  to  accept.  Their  attempts  were  vain.  £v«ry 
solicitation  was  followed  by  a  most  obstinate  refusaL  But 
what  coidd  not  be  done  by  Bemadotte's  friends  and  partizans, 
duped  by  the  apparent  friendship  of  the  Buonapartes  for  him. 
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mm  •cooBipliidied  by  bk  wifb  and  8t8fcer4fr>kw.  Aftor  nuny 
days  ai^nt  in  entrettties^  Bernadotte  yielded^  and  receiTed 
the  porte'/mtiUe  from  the  haods  of  Greneral  Millet-MoreaUy 
yrho  then  had  the  charge  of  ihat  department.  The  Buona* 
partes  were  not  slow  in  showing  a  desire  to  exercise  a  direct 
influence  in  the  war-department.  Many  of  their  creatures 
were  raised^  by  the  new  minister^  to  higher  situations ;  but 
^e  number  df  fireth  applications  continually  made  to  him^ 
convinced  him  that  they  considered  hmi  as  holding  his  place 
moely  to  senre  their  purposes^  and  prepare  the  way  for  their 
Ovation. 

The  minister,  who  went  r^ularly  at  ^ve  o'dock  in  the 
BAorning  to  the  oflice  <^the  war-department,  where  he  had  td 
lepair  heavy  disasters,  recruit  the  army,  put  a  stop  to  dilapi* 
Nations,  oi^anize  two  hundred  battalions  of  a  thousand  men 
each,  bring  back  to  their  corps  80,000  men,  who  had,  in  the 
ixnirse^xf  a  few  years,  absented  themselves  without  permis^ 
jion,  and  accomplish  an  extraordinary  levy  of  40,000  horse, 
did  not  return  to  his  house,  in  the  Bue  Cisalpine,  till  between 
£Lte  and  six  in  the  evening.  >  Jose^  and  his  wife  were  almost 
.always  there.  Joseph  s/omeiimeB  turned  the  conversation  on 
ihe  incapacity  of  the  Directory,  the  difficulty  of  things  re- 
maining as  they  were,  and  the  necessity  of  new-moddling  the 
administration. 

Bernadotte,  on  the  contrary,  thought  that  if  the  five  dkeo 
ioxs  were  reduced  to  three,  one  of  whom  ^uld  go  out  of  office 
every  three  years,  the  constitution  would  go  on  very  well.  He 
found  in  that  form  of  government  the  creation  of  a  patrician 
ccder  exclusively  charged  with  the  govenunent  of  the  state. 
The  Boman  republic  was  his  model,  and  he  saw  in  die  con- 
stitution of  the  year  foiur  a  great  analogy  to  the  consular  pri- 
idleges  and  the  rights  of  senators.  By  the  135th  article  of 
that  constitution,  no  one  could  aspire  to  become  a  Director, 
without  having  been  fir^  a  member  of  one  of  the  two  coun- 
cils, a  minister  of  state,  &c.  As  that  conditimi  was  already 
fulfilled  in  Ins  case,  it  was  natural  that  he  shonld  indine  to- 
wards the  preservation  of  a  form  of  government  which  placed 
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him  on  an  equality  with  kiiigs,  and  gave  him  the  hopes  of  aiseing 
many  kings  tributary  to^  or  at  least  protected  by,  the  Repub- 
lic. These  discussions  sometimes  became  rather  unreserved  ; 
and  it  was  at  such  a  time  that  Joseph  intimated  to  Bemadot^, 
in  a  sort  of  half-confidence,  the  possibility  of  his  brother's 
speedy  return.  The  minister  had  sufficient  presence  of  mind 
to  conceal  his  indignation ;  but  his  surprise  was  so  visible 
that  Joseph  was  alarmed  by  it.  He  endeavoured  to  diminish 
the  impression  which  his  communication  had  produced.  He 
said,  '*  That  what  he  had  advanced  was  merely  a  simple  con- 
jecture on  his  part,  which  might  become  a  probability-— 
perhaps,  even  (added  he)  a  reality;  for  he  has  conquered 
Egypt— his  business  is  at  an  end — he  has  nothing  more  to  do 
in  that  quarter." — ''  Conquer^ !"  replied  Bemadotte — "  Say 
rather,  invaded.  This  conquest,  if  you  will  call  it  so,  is  fso: 
from  being  secure.  It  has  given  new  life  to  the  coalition, 
whidi  was  extinct ;  it  has  given  us  all  Europe  for  our  ene- 
mies ;  and  rendered  the  very  existence  of  the  Republic  doubt- 
fuL  Besides,  your  brother  has  no  authority  to  quit  the  army. 
He  knows  the  military  laws,  and  I  do  not  think  that  he 
would  be  inclined,  or  would  dare,  to  render  himself  liable  to 
punishment  under  them.  Such  a  desertiop  would  be  too 
serious  a  matter ;  and  he  is  too  well  aware  of  its  consequen- 
ces." Joseph  went  away  a  few  moments  afterwards;  and 
this  conversation  having  proved  to  him  that  Bemadotte  did 
not  concur  in  his  opinions,  it  became  an  object  to  produce  a 
breach  between  him  (Bemadotte)  and  Sieyes. 

Bemadotte  retired  from  the  ministry,  and  Buonaparte  ar- 
rived about  three  weeks  afterwards.  Not  being  able  to  doubt 
that  the  Directors  themselv^  were  either  dupes  of  Bu(«a- 
parte's  ambition,  or  his  accomplices,  and  that  th^  were  me* 
ditating  with  him  the  overthrow  of  the  established  order  of 
things,  General  Bemadotte  persevered  in  offering  his  counsels 
and  services  to  those  members  of  the  govemment,  or  of  the 
Legislative  Body,  who  might  have  opposed  those  designs.  But 
the  factious  and  the  intriguing  went  on  at  a  more  rapid  pace ; 
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and  everf  day  Biioiiaparte  increased  his  party  by  the  asces* 
atoB  of  some  distinguished  personage. 

On  the  16di  Brumaire,  at  five  o'dock^  Bemadotte  went  to 
General  Buonaparte's  where  he  was  invited  to  dinner*  Qe« 
naral  Jburdan  was  of  the  party.  He  arrived  after  th^  had 
sat  down  to  table,  l^e  conversation  was  entirely  on  military 
sttl^^ts ;  and  Bemadotte  undertook  to  reftite  tha  maxims 
which  Buonaparte  was  laying  down  relative  to  the  system  of 
war  by  invasion.  Bemadotte  concluded  nearly  in  these 
WDids :— ''  There  is  more  trouUe  in  preserving  dian  in  in« 
vading  ;**  alluding  to  the  conquest  of  Egypt.  The  company 
rdse  and  went  to  the  drawing-room.  Immediatdy  afterwards 
d^re  arrived  several  very  dlstinguialied  members  of  the  Coun- 
dl,  and  a  good  many  men  of  letters ;  Volney  and  Talleyrand 
were  of  the  number.  The  conversatiim  was  general^  and  turned 
on  the  afl&irs  of  the  west  o£  France.  Buonaparte^  raising  his 
voice  a  little^  and  addressing  somebody  near  him^  said— - 
'^  Ah !  you  see  a  Chouan  in  General  Bemadotte."  The  Ge« 
neral^  in  answering  him^  could  not  refrain  ^rom  smiling. 
"  Dan*t  oontiradicf  yourself/'  said  he ;  "  it  was  but  the  other 
day  that  you  complained  of  my  fisivouring  the  inconvenient 
•ofhosiasm  of  the  friends  of  the  r^ublic>  and  now  you  tell 
me  that  I  protect  the  Chouans.  This  is  very  inoomdstent." 
The  company  continued  to  increase  ev^  minute;  and,  the 
apartanents  not  being  very  spacious,  Bemadotte  went  away. 

Many  persons  have  thought  that  the  answers  given  by  Ber* 
nadotte  to  Buonaparfe  on  this  occasion,  had  retarded  for  94 
hours  the  movement  which  had  been  prepared.  ^  Others,  on 
the  contrary,  have  alleged  that,  die  17th  being  a  Friday, 
Buonaparte,  naturally  superstitious,  had  deferred  the  execu« 
tioB  of  the  project  tiU  the  18di. 

On  the  irtb  Brumaire,  between  deven  and  twelve  at  tti£^t, 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  returning  to  his  house  in  the  me  du 
Hooker  by  the  way  of  die  rue  Ciealfine,  called  at  the  house 
of  Bemadotte.  He,  being  in  bed,  sent  to  request  Joseph  to 
return  next  day.  He  did  so  before  seven  o'clock  in  the  niom- 
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iog  of  the  16t1i.  He  told  Berntdotte  that  his  brother  desired 
to  speak  with  him  ;  that  the  measures  to  be  taken  had  been 
discussed  the  evening  before,  and  that  they  wished  to  in« 
form  him  of  them.  They  both  went  immediately  to  Buona* 
parte's  house  in  the  rue  de  la  VfctoWe,  The  court,  the  yes* 
tibnle,  and  the  apartments,  were  filled  with  generals  and  of« 
ficers  of  rank.  Many  of  the  officers  had  the  air  of  persons 
in  a  state  of  excitation  from  wine.  Bemadotte  was  shown  into 
a  small  room ;  Joseph  did  not  go  in.  Buonaparte  was  sitting 
at  breakfast  with  one  of  his  aides-de*camp,  who,  as  far  as 
can  be  remembered,  was  Lemmarois.  General  Lefebvre,  af- 
terwards Duke  of  Dantzic,  then  commanding  the  17th  mili- 
tary  division,  of  which  Paris  was  the  head-quarters,  was 
atandipg.  Bemadotte,  seeing  him  in  that  attitude,  did  not 
doubt  that  he  was  detained  a  prisoner.  He  immediately  took 
a  chair,  sat  down,  and  made  a  sign  to  Lefebvre  to  do  the 
same.  Lefebvre  hesitated,  but  a  glance  from  Buon^iarte 
reassured  him.  He  sat  down  respectfully,  looking  at  Bu<ma« 
parte.  The  latter  addressing  himself  to  Bemadotte,  said, 
with,  embarrassment, — "  Why,  you  are  ^ot  in  uniform !" 
On  Bemadotte  answering — "  I  am  not  on  duty,"  Buonaparte 
replied — **  You  shall  be  immediately."  "  I  do  not  think 
so,"  said  Bemadotte.  Buonaparte  rose,  took  Bemadqtte  by 
the  hand,  and  carried  him  into  an  adjoining  room.  "  This 
Directory  governs  ill,"  said  he ;  "  it  would  destroy  the  re- 
public if  we  did  not  take  care.  The  Council  of  Ancients  has 
named  me  commandant  of  Paris,  of  the  National  Guard, 
and  of  all  the  troops  in  the  division.  Go  and  put  on  your 
uniform,  and  join  me  at  the  Tuileries,  where  I  am  now 
going." 

Bemadotte  having  declined  doing  this,  Buonaparte  said, — 
"  I  see  you  think  you  can  count  upon  Moreau,  Boumonville, 
and  other  generals.  You  will  see  them  all  come  to  me, — 
Moreau  himself;"  and,  speaking  very  fast,  he  named  about 
thirty  members  of  the  Council  of  Ancients,  whom  Bema- 
dotte had  believed  to  be  the  greatest  friends  of  the  Constitu- 
te 
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Hon  of  the  year  IV.   '*  Yoa  dont  Imow  mtnldnd/'  added  be ; 
*^  diey  promise  much^  and  perfonn  litde." 

Bemadotte  having  declared  that  he  did  not  choose  to  be  in- 
volved in  a  rebellion  of  this  kind^  nor  to  overturn  a  constita- 
tion  whidi  had  cost  the  fives  of  a  milUon  of  men>— '^  Well/' 
said  Buonaparte^  "yon  will  stay  till  I  receive  Uie  decree  of 
the  Council  of  Ancients ;  for  tiO  then  I  am  nothing."  Ber- 
nadotte^  raising  his  voiee,  said — "  I  am  a  man  whom  you 
may  put  to  death,  but  whom  you  shall  not  detain  against  his 
will."  **  Well,  then !"  said  Buonaparte,  softening  his  voice, 
'^  give  me  your  word  that  you  will  do  nothing  against  me." 
''Yes,  as  a  citizen ;  but  if  I  am  called  upon  by  the  Direc* 
tory,  or  if  the  Legislative  Body  gives  me  the  command  of  its 
guard,  I  shall  oppose  you,  and  you  shall  not  have  the  upper 
hand."  *'  What  do  you  mean  by  a*  o  eUhsea  f"  "  I  will 
not  go  to  the  barracks,  nor  places  of  public  resort,  to  inflame 
fhe  minds  of  the  soldiers  and  the  people." 

'' I  am  quite  easy,"  answered  Buonaparte;  '^  I  have  taken 
my  measures;  you  will  receive  no  appoihtment;  they  are 
more  afraid  of  your  ambition  than  of  mine.  I  wish  merely 
to  save  the  republic ;  I  want  nothing  for  myself;  I  shall  re- 
tire to  Malmaison,  after  having  brought  about  me  a  circle  of 
friends.  If  you  wish  to  be  of  the  number,  you  shall  be  made 
very  welcome."  Bemadotte  said  in  reply,  as  he  was  going 
away — "  As  to  your  being  a  good  firiend,  that  may  be ;  but 
I  am  convinced  that  you  will  always  be  the  worst  of  masters." 

Bemadotte  left  the  room ;  Buonaparte  followed  him  into 
the  lobby,  and  said  to  Joseph,  with  an  agitated  voice, — "  Fol- 
low him."  Bemadotte  passed  through  a  crowd  of  generals, 
officers  of  rank,  and  soldiers,  who  filled  the  court  of  the 
house,  and  a  part  of  the  street,  making  some  impression  upon 
them  by  his  looks,  which  expressed  his  disapprobation  of 
their  conduct.  Joseph  followed  Bemadotte,  and  came  up  to 
him  in  the  court  of  the  house.  He  asked  him  to  go  to  his 
house,  in  the  ruedu  Rocher,  where  he  bad  assembled  several 
members  of  the  Legislative  Body.    When  he  arrived  at  Jo- 
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te^h't  he^fbimd  a  dozen  of  peiioM^  unong  whom  W€fe  «o- 
renl  deputies  devoied  to  Bnomapirte,  md  partieakrly  SaM- 
cettL  Breakfast  was  served.  Diiritig  the  few  raoments  they 
femained  at  table,  they  spoke  of  the  lesohillfHis  which  wdaHA 
*be  taken,  and  Joseph  repeated  that  his  l»olher  wfAed  fe 
noUiing  but  the  oonsolidation  of  freedom,  that  he  migbt  then 
have  ii  in  his  power  to  hre  ^e  a  j^niosopher  at  Malmaiaon. 

Bernadotte  went  to  the  garden  o£  the  'Tidleries,  and  pited 
ah)^  the  front  of  the  7Mk  denri-biigaide.  The  officers  ha« 
▼h^reebgnisedlinn,  though  not  in  unlSarm,  came  up  to  him, 
and  arited  him  fitor  infbrmation  as  to  what  was  going  to  hap' 
pen.  Beraaflotte  answered  in  general  terms^  •expresaing  his 
Wish  that  the  pubHc  ti-anquillity  might  not  be  endaligered 
by  the  movement  mbout  to  take  plaee.  The  ^oldiors,  having 
in  their  turn  reeognised  the  generd,  who  hand  comtotadefl 
tiiem  at  the  tAege  and  takk^  of  Maestridxt,  loudly  expressed 
their  astonishment  at  his  nrt  being  along  with  (he  generals, 
^whoy  said  they,  were  then  deciding,  in  the  palace^  ^  ftfle  of 
I^-anoe. 

Bernadotte  havii^  o^Kerved  what  he  might  expect,  in  case 
of  need,  from  ^is  corps,  and  from  some  detadiraents  hefete 
whom  he  had  presented  himsdf  on  the  Boulevard  mdi  on  the 
jhmf  de  la  Meffointion,  went  to  Greneral  Jotirdan's,  presnmiflg 
that  the  Directory  woidd  send  for  him  to  take  caJretif  the 
safety  of  the  government.  He  found  at  Jourdan's  a  good 
many  members  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  among 
others  Augereau,  afterwards  Duke  of  Castiglione.  He  liad 
sciurcely  arrived,  when  a  great  nimiber  of  tlie  menders  caAe 
to  announce  the  communication  of  the  ^cree  of  the  Conndl 
of  Andents,  wliic^,  in  vktue  of  the  lOSd  ardde  of  the  €ob« 
stStndon,  transferred  the  dttii^  of  the  Legislative  Body  to  St 
Cloud. 

Bernadotte,  cm  his  return  ^ome,  learned  from  his  wile  titet 
the  Ad^itant-General  Rapatd,  attached  to  General  Mmreaia'a 
staff,  had  just  been  ^ere,  and  that  he  had  been  sent  hy 
Buonaparte  and  Moreau,  to  perraade  him  to  join  them  at  the 
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Tttilieries.  Buonapurle  had  udd  to  him—-"  Yoahave  served 
under  General  Bernadotte.  I  know  that  be  bst  confidence 
in  you.  Tdl  him  that  all  hia  fnenda  are  Asacatibled  at  the 
T«3eriei^  and  that  they  are  deairona  of  aeemg  him  anoi^ 
them ;  add  that  they  love  their  country  aa  mudb  as  he^  and 
that  they  strongly  wish  to  see  him  appear  among  the  nnsui 
her  of  those  to  whoa  die  this  day  owes  her  safety." 

SieyesAnd  ftoger  Dueoa  had  idready  jained  Buonaparte  at 
the  Tuileries.  The  three  Directors^  Gohier  the  President^ 
MottUns  and  Barras»  remained  at  the  Luxemhomg.  The 
secretary-gNiersl,  Lagarde,  was  stiU  faithful  to  the  BM^oritf 
of  the  Difeetory.  Aa  General  Bernadotte  had  foresaei^  that 
mitj^ly  east  their  eyes  on  him  for  the  ministry  of  war»  and 
the  general  command  of  the  troops^  and  of  ihe  natransl 
guards  of  the  I7th  divisien.  The  resignation  of  Bairas>  and 
the  defeetioB  <rf  the  secretary-general,  put  a  stop  to  thia 
nomination.  Buonaparte,  haying  no  longer  anything  to  feax, 
made  a  new  difision  of  me  different  commands,  and  tsaignoA 
toM»eau,  wi^  an  hundred  horse,  that  of  the  Lgxembomg, 
where  Gohier  and  Moolins  were  detained. 

Korean,  dissatisfied  with  the  indifference  with  which  he 
bad  been  treated  by  Buonaparte,  and  acquainted  with  hia 
intentions  and  projects,  was  already  inking  of  forsaking  his 
cause,  which  he  regarded  as  unjust  and  traitorous  to  the  na« 
tion.  He  again  desired  Rapatel  to  go,  towards  evening,  to 
^emadotte's,  to  invite  him,  on  the  pari  gf  Moreaii,  to  go  to 
tbe  Luxembourg,  that  they  might  consult  together  as  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  preventing  Buimaparte  from  seixuig 
the  Diotatmhip.  Bemadotte's  answer  to  these  overtures  was^ 
Aat  he  was  bound  by  the  word  of  honour  which  he  had' 
given,  not  to  undertake  anything  as  a^  citizen ;  but  that  he 
was  free  to  act  if  called  on  <nr  summoned  to  do  so  by  a  puhHc 
man  ;  that  if  Moreau  would  march  out  of  the  I«xembourg, 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  which  he  commanded,  present 
himself  at  his  door,  and  summon  him,  in  the  name  of  the 
public  good,  to  make  common  cause  with  him  in  the  defiance 
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of  liberty  and  of  the  constitution  which  had  been  sworn  to, 
he,  Bernadotte^  would  mount  his  horse  with  his  aides-de- 
camp,  put  himself  under  Moreau's  conmiand^  address  the 
troops,  and  cause  Buonaparte  to  be  immediately  arrested  and 
tried  as  a  deserter  from  the  army  of  Egypt,  and  as  having 
violated  the  constitution,  by  accepting  a  command  given  him 
by  a  mere  fraction  of  the  L^islative  Body*  Moreau^  bound 
down  by  the  duty  of  military  discipline,  according  to  which 
he  was  under  the  orders  of  Greneral  Buonaparte,  did  not 
ilgree  to  Bemadotte's  proposal ;  and  the  latter,  therefore,  did 
not  think  himself  at  liberty  to  go  to  the  Luxembourg. 

Bemadotte,  from  seven  o'clock  till  ten,  had  conferences 
with  Sslicetti,  Augereau,  Jourdan,  Gareau,  and  a  dozen  of 
the  most  influential  members  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hun^^ 
died.  It  was  decided,  that,  next  morning,  Bemadotte  should 
be  named  commandant  of  the  guard  of  the  Legislative  Body, 
and  of  all  the  troops  in  the  capital,  and  they  separated.  Sa* 
lioetti  ran  to  the  Tuileries  to  tell  Buonaparte  what  had  hap« 
pened,  and  he,  who  dreaded  so  courageous  an  adversary  as 
Bemadotte,  charged  Salicetti  to  be  present  next  morning  at 
five  o'clock,  at  the  preparatory  meeting  which  was  to  take 
plaee  before  going  to  St  Cloud,  an&  to  tell  every  one  of  the 
d^uties,  th^t  he,  Buonaparte,  had  made  the  greatest  eSotrts 
to  prevent  a  decree  of  deportation  being  issued  against  the 
deputies  who  had  formed  the  design  of  giving  to  Bemadotte 
the  command  of  the  armed  force. 

On  the  19th,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Generals 
Jourdan  and  Augereau,  followed  by  eight  or  ten  deputies  of 
the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  (among  whom  were  Grareau 
and  Talot,)  went  to  General  Bemadotte's,^  in  the  rue  CisaU 
pine.  They  informed  him  that  Salicetti  had  made  them 
aware,  on  the  part  of  Buonaparte,  that  Sieyes  had  proposed 
to  arrest  a  number  of  deputies  of  the  two  Councils,  in  order  to 
prevent  their  appearing  at  St  Cloud.  They  asked  Bemadotte 
what  he  thought  of  the  events  of  the  day.  He  saw  nothing 
in  the  communication  of  Salicetti,  but  the  desire  of  render« 
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ing  thene  deputies  favourable  to  Baooaparte.  Some  of  these 
l^;ii^ton  seemed  to  feel  grateM  for  the  service  which  Buo- 
naparte had  done  them  the  evening  before.  Bernadotte  did 
not  appreciate  this  act  of  generosity  as  they  did;  but  he 
agreed  in  their  opinion  as  to  the  condliatory  measures  which 
they  seemed  to  wish  to  adopts  and^  entering  into  their  views, 
he  explained  himself  in  these  terms : — '^  T^t  one  of  you 
mount  the  tribune ;  let  him  describe  succinctly  the  inter* 
nal  situation  of  France^  and  her  successes  abroad ;  let  hira 
•ay^  that  the  departure  of  an  army  for  £gypt^  while  it  has 
involved  us  in  war,  has  deprived  us  of  an  army  of  more  than 
30^000  veterans,  and  a  great  many  experienced  generals; 
that,  nevertheless,  the  republic  is  triumphant ;  that  the  coa- 
lition is  broken  up,  since  Souwaroff  is  returned  to  Russia ; 
that  the  English,  with  a  prince  of  the  blood  at  their  head, 
have  left  the  Batavian  republic,  and  retired  to  England ; 
that  die  line  of  defence  is  maintained  between  the  Alps  and 
the  Ligurian  Apennines ;  that  200,000  conscripts  are  has- 
tening to  arrange  themselves  into  battalions  to  reinforce  the 
armies,  and  40,000  cavalry  are  raising;  that  the  insurrection 
of  the  west  is  reduced  to  a  few  scattered  bands,  and  that  a 
royalist  army  in  the  Upper  Garonne  has  been  destroyed  or 
dispersed ;  that,  to  obtain  a  peace  quite  as  honourable  as  that 
of  Campo  Formio,  it  is  only  necessary  for  France  to  maintain 
this  formidable  attitude ;  that,  in  order  to  maintain  it,  union 
and  mutual  confidence  are  indispensable ;  that,  although  the 
Council  of  Ancients  have  violated  the  constitution,  in  na-* 
ming  Buonaparte  General-in-chief  of  the  17th  division,  and 
in  giving  him  the  command  of  the  National  Guard,  and  the 
Guard  of  the  Directory,  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  is  not 
now  engaged  in  deliberating  on  this  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tion, but  rather  on  the  means  of  giving  security  to  the  French 
people,  the  two  Councils,  and  the  government  of  the  state  ; 
that,  for  this  purpose,  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  names 
General  Bernadotte  colleague  to  General  Buonaparte;  that 
these  two  generals  shall  understand  each  other  in  regard  to 
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the  emjfhymeat'Oi  tbe  imied  fofce^  ab4  the  distfibiui«n  of 
eommaifeds^  in  case  of  thk  force  bdng  employed ;  but  that  the 
trtnqinUily  fH^ch  pveWdki  in  Puis  and  tke  vidnlQr;  rendere 
it  caieiii  Uiat  tbtre  w01  be  no  occasioii  to'thift  ^oe  bei^ 
p«t  in  niotion.  Siaod me  du»  decree ;  in  tir^aty  rainnteiiilibar 
recdiiBg  h  I  ihaU  be  in  the  midft  of  you  with  my  aide8<*dic<r 
camp ;  I  thelltidce  die  oommand  of  the  ogrpe  that  I  shall  find 
on  my  way,  and  we  shall  see  what  la  to  be  done.  If  it  is  ne« 
ternary  to  dedaie  Bnonaparte«n  outlaw,  yon  will  always  hc^T^ 
on  yonr  aide  a  general,  and  ft  great  proportion  i^  leipt  of  the 
tiroops." 

The  depntiea  immediatdy  set  off  for  St  Cloud.  The  Ull* 
happy  custom  of  deliTering  set  speeches  from  the  tribim^ 
produced  the  loss  of  predoos  time.  The^ebate  became  warm; 
«nd  the  taldi^  indiyidnally  the  oath  to  the  constitatioQ 
cavsed  a  uaelesa  loss  ot  more  than  an  hoar  and  a  h^f*  N0 
other  reeohition  was  Inken.  Buonaparte  made  his  appefranoe, 
and  the  Ofonts  which  then  happened  at  St  Ckmd  are  we|l 
hnown. 

After  having  been  repulsed  h^m  the  Council  of  Five  Huui- 
dfed,  Buonaparte,  stemmering  with  i^tation,  addressed  ike 
aoldiars.  *'  Are  you  f<nr  me  ?"*—''  We  are  for  the  republic,'' 
said  they^It  wan  at  this  time  that  Lueien,  President  of 
the  Council,  harangued  the  troops.)  What  would  have  be* 
eome  of  Mat  had  Bemadotte  been  diere !  Buonaparte  M^ 
this  himself;  for  he  said,  at  this  period,— «  I  am  not  afraid 
*  of  Bemadotte's  consenting  to  my  beii^  assassinated ;  but  he 
will  harangue  the  troops,  and  that  is  what  I  have  to  lear." 

Buonaparte  was  made  aware,  the  same  evenii^  of  the  la^- 
guage  which  Bemadotte  had  used  to  the  deputies  at  his  house 
in  the  ru$  CUalpine.  The  expressions  he  had  really  made 
use  of,  though  they  must  have  been  disagreeable  enough  to 
Buonaparte,  particularly  in  so  far  as  related  to  his  escape 
from  Egypt,  and  liis  ulterior  designs  against  the  liljerty  of 
France,  were  exaggerated,  and  represented  to  Buonaparte  so 
as  to  indicate  personal  hatred. 
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BaMi»pMrt^«  thoufl^  he  never  found  aa  opp^rMMiilgr  oC  la« 
king  ope«  levenge  against  Bemadotte,  let  aUp  noopporiunk]^ 
«f  11^  oiing  h^  b J  placing  bim^  aa  a  gipeia],  in  diisfealt  «f« 
t9atiiny>  anlka^iog  l^t  in  tbe  noit  peritona  and4«li«aUi 
orawwatenoa^  without  inakroctiona  or  ofdevs.  Tbe  loUov^ 
ing  occurrence^  which  took  place  soon  afkfwa^^  wiUgiTQj^ 
correct  idea  of  tbia  conduct  on  tbo  part  of  BnontfirUu 

Tbe  moafurea  £ar  restoring  tranquiUity  im  the  wast  o( 
Frano^^  in  Ae  month  of  January  1800^  had  never  been  en^ 
tireiy  completed;  for,  at  tbct  sane  iQ0i|>ent  thai  they  woKf 
taken,  several  departments  were  put  out  of  tbe  pale  oi  tbf 
oonstitut»»u  ThQ  Chouapp  of  these  departOMnta  were  «rga- 
UMed  aa  militia^  and  as  guerillas^  who  plundered  4ie  diU* 
gHMMi»  and  murdered  the  persona  who  became  proprietors  of 
^  natioaal  domains.  They  were  r^gulari j  paid»  and  had 
oommnnicationi  with  the  enemiea  <tf  the  Rc^bUc„  by  means 
«£  tibe  IgngUab  flaeta  whi^b  threalewed  the  coaats.  At  tbia 
cntical  moaHQUt,  Beruadotte  waa  invested  with  the  civil  and 
military  command  of  these  departmenta.  By  his  firm  and 
]^rudent  conduct,  be  represped  the  seditioua  movements*  and 
rerealablished  good  order  and  obedience  to  tbe  laws«  Many 
firoe  corpe,  numbers  of  individuals  belonging  to  which,  ^ 
want  of  beii^  ]^roparly  employed,  wfre  in  the  pay  ef  the 
Ghouan  cbieffi^  were  organiaed  aa  regular  txoopa;  and  by  this 
measure  he  furnished  government  with  the  means  of  drawing 
from  these  departments,  troops  lor  the  army  of  Italy.  Bxt/i 
when  these  troops  were  to  b^gin  their  mardx  to  D^jon,  a  s^ 
rious  insurrection  broke  out  at  Vannes,  on  the  88th  Fructi« 
dor,  year  VIII,  (4th  September  1800.)  The  52d  demiOnrigade 
leCtiaBd  to  maroh  till  tbey  should  receive  their  arreara  of  pay. 
Tbe  commandant  and  officers  who  wished  to  restore  order 
among  them,  were  maltreated.  Bemadotte  being  informed 
of  this  transaction,  hastened  to  Vannes  to  quell  the  insurrec- 
taott ;  but  the  corps  had  left  the  place.  He  gave  orders  to 
Genial  liiebert,  commanding  the  22d  military  division,  to 
assemble  the  52d  demi-brigadc  on  its  way  to  Tours ;  to  come 
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befoe  it  followed  by  his  staff  and  the  couDcil  of  war  ;  to 
make  the  military  penal  code  be  read ;  to  order  the  odonels 
to  point  out  one  or  two  men  in  each  company,  who  had  made 
themsdves  most  remarkable  in  the  revolt  of  the  88th ;  to  de- 
liver these  men  to  the  council  ot  war,  and  to  have  them  tried 
cm  the  spot,  &c.  &c. 

Beraadotte's  orders  were  execute  on  the  4th  Vendemaire 
(25th  September,)  when  the  52d  demi-brigade  was  drawn  up 
on  the  parade  at  Tours,  and  the  ringleaders  of  the  revolt  ar- 
rested in  presence  of  a  great  number  of  spectators,  without 
the  smallest  disturbance  taking  place. 

Bemadotte  made  a  report  of  this  event  to  the  First  Consul, 
and  to  Camot,  the  minister  of  war ;  but  as  the  result  of  the 
measures  he  had  taken  was  not  yet  known,  the -Consul  put 
on  the  margin  of  the  report :— >'^  Greneral  Bemadotte  has  not 
done  well  in  taking  such  severe  measures  against  the  52d 
demi-brigade,  not  having  sufficient  means  to  bring  them  to 
order  in  the  heart  of  a  town  where  the  garrison  is  not  strong 
enough  to  repress  mutiny. ' 

The  result  was  different  The  soldiers  returned  to  their 
duty,  and  themselves  denounced  the  authors  of  the  insurrec- 
tion. The  demi«brigade  continued  its  route  to  Italy  ;  and 
two  days  afterwards  the  Consul  was  profuse  in  his  encomi- 
ums on  the  prudence,  foresight,  and  firmness  of  the  general 
whose  conduct  he  had  been  so  hasty  in  disapproving. — The 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  Bemadotte  on  this  subject,  was  in 
these  terms  :— 

'^  Paris,  10th  Vendemaire,  year  IX. 
^'  I  have  read  with  interest.  Citizen-general,  the  account 
of  what  you  have  done  to  restore  order  in  the  52d,  and  also 
the  report  of  General  Liebert  of  the  5th  Vendemaire.  Give 
thb  officer  the  assurance  of  the  satisfaction  of  government 
with  his  conduct.  Your  promotion  of  the  colonel  of  brigade 
to  the  rank  of  general  of  brigade,  is  confirmed.  I  desire  that 
this  brave  officer  may  come  to  Paris.    He  has  given  an  ex- 
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ample  of  finnness  and  energy  most  honourable  to  a  military 
man. 

"  I  salute  you, 

"  BuONAPAmTB." 

All  men>  doubtless,  are  liable  to  err;  but  tbe  eagerness  of 
the  Consul  to  attach  blame  to  the  conduct  of  a  military  and 
political  commander,  charged  with  the  maintenance  of  disci- 
pline and  obedience  to  the  laws,  appears  evidently  to  have 
proceeded  more  from  private  hatred  than  from  any  duty  whidi 
die  government  had  to  perform  ;  for  there  was  no  occasion  to 
^ve  his  judgment  so  precipitately,  and  he  might  have  wait* 
ed  the  final  result  of  the  measures  he  censured,  more  esped- 
ally  as  the  scene  had  taken  place  in  a  district  agitated  by  fac* 
tion  and  civil  war.  Bemadotte's  friends,  who  were  still  in  the 
ministry  of  war,  and  even  frequented  the  saloons  of  the  Con- 
sul, were  anxious  to  make  him  acquainted  with  Buonaparte's 
evil  intentions  towards  him.  Every  dispatch  which  he  recei- 
ved informed  him  that  the  police  were  forming  secret  intrigues 
and  conspiracies ;  that  agents  were  scattered  among  the  army 
of  the  West  and  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  to  endeavour  to  make 
the  staffs  of  those  armies  commit  themselves,  in  order  to  have 
a  pretext  for  disgracing  the  generals  who  commanded  them. 
Reports  were  circulated  among  the  members  of  these  stais  ; 
one  day  the  Consul  was  dying ;  next  day  the  population  of 
Paris  had  risen,  and  the  constitution  of  the  year  IV.  was  re-es- 
tablished with  the  necessary  modifications.  The  persons  em- 
ployed in  raising  these  reports,  watched  the  looks  of  the  ge- 
nerals, and  reported  their  slightest  expressions.  These  snares 
roused  the  indignation  of  Greneral  Bemadotte,  and  the  army 
he  commanded ;  and  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  it  wa^ 
in  the  army  of  the  West  and  the  army  of  the  Rhine,  that 
plans  for  the  preservation  and  security  of  constitutional  free- 
dom originated.  Men,  who  were  obliged  by  profession  and 
diity,  to  yield  to  the  force  of  military  discii^oe,  and  who 
nei^er  had,  nor  wished  to  have,  anything  to  do  with  the  in* 
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.trieftdes  of  dvil  policy,  ware  all  at  once  inspired  with  a  new 
spirit,  and  tacitly  formed  an  association  guided  by  their  opi- 
nions ;  so  much  so,  that,  during  the  course  of  the  year  1801, 
the  Consul  peroeiyed,  from  the  reserve  and  behaviour  of  many 
of  the  generals  towards  him,  that  a  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  cffliideoce  entertamed  as  to  his  inlentioBs  on  the  sulgect 
oi  public  liberty  and  individaal  security. 

lliis  reserve,  the  cause  o^  ynhick  he  penetrated,  detevmuMd 
him  to  make  a  set  of  new  creatures,  and  bring  around  him 
men  firom  whom  he  was  sure,  as  he  said,  to  meet  with  bo  ooiw 
tradietioii.  His  having  laid  down  this  prindple  of  actimi,  aad 
his  weQ-knewn  system  of  degrading  everytlung,  wen  the 
came  of  the  entry  of  foreign  arauea  into  France,  and  the  fatt 
of  his  dynasty. 


No.  IV. 

INSTRUCTIONS  BY  NAPOLEON  TO  TALLEYRAND, 
PRINCE  OF  BENEVENTUM. 

Volume  F.  page  57. 

This  very  singular  memorandum  contains  the  instructiont 
given  by  Napoleon  to  Talleyrand,  concerning  the  manner  in 
which  he  wished  him  to  receive  Lord  Whitworth,  then  about 
to  quit  Paris,  under  the  immediate  prospect  of  the  war  agaia 
breaking  out.  He  did  not  trust,  it  seems,  to  that  accomplidi-« 
ed  statesman  the  slightest  circumstance  of  the  conference; 
''  although,"  as  Talleyrand  himsdf  observed,  aa  he  gave  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  the  interesting  docum^t,  in  Napo* 
Icon's  own  hand- writing,  "  if  I  could  be  trusted  with  any- 
thing, it  must  have  been  the  mode  of  receiving  and  negotiating 
with  an  Ambassador."  From  the  style  of  the  note,  it  seems 
that  the  warmth,  or  rather  violence,  which  the  First  Consul 
bad  thrown  into  the  discussion  at  the  levee,  did  not  actually 
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flow  from  Napoleon's  irritated  feelings^  bat  was  a  calcalatod 
burst  of  passion,  designed  to  confound  and  overwhelm  die 
English  nobleman,  who  proved  by  no  means  the  kind  o£ 
person  to  be  shaken  with  the  utmost  vehemence.  It  nuy  be 
also  remarked,  that  Napoleon,  while  he  was  desirous  to  try 
the  effect  of  a  cold,  st^ra,  and  indifferent  mode  of  conduct  to* 
wards  the  English  Minister,  was  yet  desirous,  if  that  should 
not  shake  Lord  Whitworth's  firmness,  that  Talleyrand,  by  re- 
£ermce  to  thepleasiure  of  the  First  Consul,  should  take  care  to 
keep  open  the  door  Aur  reconciliation. 

The  variottfl  errors  la  orthography,  bb/oU  for/im  oxfaUes^ 
m  for  di€  or  dUes,  are  taken  fixaaa  the  origiaaL 

«  St  Chud,  d  4i. 

'^  Je  re9oi8  votre  lettre  qui  m'a  ete  remise  k  la  Malmaison. 
it  (dhsire  que  la  eonfisrence  no  se  toume  pas  en  partage. 
MbaSeo-voiis  y  froid,  tliler,  et  memo  un  pea  fier. 

''  Si  la  notte  oomtient  le  mot  uUimatwn,  fait*  lui  sentir 
fgm  ce  mot  reaferme  eelui  de  guerre,  que  cette  maniere  de 
negocier  et  d'un  superieur  k  un  inferietur.  Si  la  notte  ne 
ocknfient  pas  ce  mot,  fait  t  qu'il  le  mette,  en  ku  observant  qu'il 
finaC  enfin  savoir  k  quo!  nous  en  tenir— ^ue  nous  sommes 
las  de  cet  etat  d'anxi^t^-*-que  jamais  on  n'obtiendra  de  nous 
ce  que  Ton  a  obUnu  dea  demiiree  anniw  dei  J^Mir^iW/— ftM 
n&us  ne  wmmeaplus  ce  people  qui  receeru  vn  CWamiMoirs  d 
Dunfuerque;  que,  Tultimatum  remi^  toutdeneadrajrampCkt. 

^'fiffirayezle  BUT  lea  suites  de  cette  remise.  S'il  est  ina&raa* 
Id&le,  acoompagner  le  dans  votre  sakm  •••••.;(  de  voos 
quitter  dit  hu,  mais  le  Cap  et  I'lsk  de  &or^,  wmt  lis  ^vaeues  ? 
— radoudssez  im  peu  la  fin  de  la  conference,  et  invitez  le  k 
revenir  avant  d'^crire  k  sa  cour,  enfin  que  vons  puissiezlui 
dire  Timpression  qu'elle  a  fait  sur  moi,  qu'eile  pourrait  etre 
diminue  par  les  mesures  de  ces  evacuations  du  Cap  et  de  I'lale 
de  Goree." 

•  Pais.  *  t  n^  %  tll«fiM*- 
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Translation. 
St  Ckmd,  half  p(ut  four. 

I  receiyed  your  letter^  which  was  brought  to  me  at  Mal« 
inaison.  I  request  that  the  conference  do  not  go  into  dia- 
logue.   Show  yourself  cold,  lofty,  even  a  little  haughty. 

If  his  note  contains  the  word  uUimatum,  make  him  sensi^ 
Ue  that  that  word  imports  war,  since  such  a  manner  of  nego« 
tiating  only  takes  place  betwixt  a  superior  and  %n  inferior*  If 
the  note  does  not  contain  that  word,  contrive  to  make  him 
insert  it,  by  observing  to  him  that  it  is  necessary  at  length 
we  should  know  upon  what  footing  we  are  to  stand  with  re« 
spect  to  each  other ;  that  we  are  weary  of  this  state  of  anxiety  ; 
diat  they  will  never  obtain  from  us  those  advantages  whidi 
they  extorted  during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  the  Bour« 
bons ;  that  we  are  no  longer  the  same  people  who  received  an 
En^^ish  Commissary  at  Dunkirk ;  that  the  uUimatum  being 
rejected,  all  treaty  will  Jbe  broken  off. 

Alarm  him  upon  the  consequences  of  that  rejection.  If  he 
remains  still  immovable,  accompany  him  into  your  saloon 

and  at  the  moment  of  his  departure,  ask  him  inci« 

dentally,  "  By  the  way,  the  Cape  and  the  Island  of  Goree, 
are  they  evacuated  }"  Soften  your  tone  a  little  towards  the 
end  of  the  conference,  and  invito  him  to  return  before  writing 
to  his  court.  At  last,  you  may  hint  that  the  unfavourable 
impression  he  has  made  on  me  may  possibly  be  diminished 
by  the  evacuation  of  the  Cape  and  the  Isle  of  Goree. 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


AVPKVDIX.       HO.  Y.  xlm 


No.  V. 


Volume  V,  page  102. 

FURTHER  PARTICULARS  CONCERNING  THE  AR- 
REST, TRIAL,  A?^D  DEATH  OF  THE  DUKE  D'^ 
ENGHIEN. 

This  most  melancholy  history  appears  to  deserve  farther 
notice  than  we  had  it  in  our  power  to  hestow,  without  too 
long  interrupting  the  course  of  our  narrative.  It  has  heen, 
and  must  for  ever  remain,  the  most  marked  and  indelible 
blot  upon  the  character  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte.  '^  A  young 
prince,"  says  the  author  of  a  well-reasoned  dissertation  on 
this  subject,  '^  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  treacherously  seized 
in  a  neutral  country,  where  he  reposed  under  the  protection 
of  the  law  of  nations,  dragged  into  France,  brought  before 
judges,  who  had  no  pretension  to  assume  that  character,  ac- 
cused of  supposed  crimes,  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  a  legal 
advocate  or  defender,  put  to  death  by  night  in  the  ditches  of 
a  state-prison ; — so  many  virtues  misconstrued,  so  many  fond 
hopes  crushed  in  the  bud,  will  always  render  that  catastrophe 
6ne  of  the  most  revolting  acts  which  absolute  power  has  been 
tempted  to  consummate." 

The  Duke  d'Enghien  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  de- 
termined of  the  exiled  princes  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  to 
whom  the  emigrants  and  the  royalists  who  remained  within 
France  were  alike  devotedly  attached.  He  was  master  of 
many  of  their  secrets ;  and  in  July  1799,  when  the  affairs  of 
the  Republic  were  in  a  very  perilous  state,  and  the  royalists 
were  adjusting  a  general  rising  through  all  the  South  of 
France,  his  name  was  used  upon  the  following  extraordinary 
occasion. 

A  former  member  of  the  Representation,  known  at  much 
by  his  character  as  a  royalist,  as  by  his  worth  and  probity, 
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requested  a  private  iDteryiew  with  General  BemadoUe,  then 
minister  at  war.  The  audience  being  granted  by  the  mi- 
niater^  with  whom  he  had  some  connexion^  the  represen* 
tative  entered  into  a  long  argument  to  prove  what  coidd  not 
be  denied — the  disastrous  and  dangerous  state  of  France,  and 
than  proceeded  thus :  '^  The  republican  syttdm  bdng  no 
longer  able  to  support  itself,  a  general  movement  is  about  to 
take  place  for  the  restoration  of  the  King,  and  is  so  weU 
organised,  that  it  can  scarce  fail  to'  be  successful.  The  Duke 
d'Bnghien,  Lieutenant-general  of  the  royal  aimy,  is  at  Paris 
at  this  very  moment  while  I  speak  to  you,  and  I  am  deputed 
by  <me  of  his  most  fkithful  adherents,  to  make  known  dicse 
ciitmmstances  to  Genaral  Bemadotte.  The  Prinee  esteems 
you,  confides  his  safety  to  your  loyally,  reckons  on  your  as- 
sistance, and  is  ready  to  grant  any  conditions  whieh  you  may 
attach  to  your  services."  Bemadotte  replied  to  this  unex- 
pected ccttnmunication,  *^  That  the  Duke  d'En^uen  should 
have  no  reason  to  repent  the  confidence  whieh  he  had  reposed 
in  him :  tmt  that  llie  loyalty  which  the  Duke  had  ascribed 
to  him  prevented  his  complying  with  the  Prince's  vrishes 
and  request."  He  proceeded  to  state,  that  his  own  feme  and 
personal  interests  were  alike  interested  in  his  adherence  to  a 
government  s^nmng  from  the  will  of  the  people ;  and  that  he 
ivfes  kicapabk  of  violating  his  oath  of  fidelity,  or  overthrow- 
ing the  constitution  to  which  he  had  sworn.  "  lif  ake  haste," 
he  continued,  ''  to  convey  my  sentiments  to  him  who  sent 
you ;  tdl  him  they  are  idncere  and  unalterable.  But  let  him 
know,  thai  fbr  th^ee  days  I  will  keep  the  secret  whieh  I  have 
J^et  teamed,  most  profoundly.  During  that  time  he  must 
find  means  of  placing  himsek  in  security,  by  repassing  the 
frontiers :  but  on  the  fourth  mondng,  die  secret  will  foe  mine 
BO  longer.  This  v^  morning,  the  term  o£  three  days  wfll 
commence ;  make  haste-^nd  remember  that  the  least  im« 
pradence  on  your  part  vrill  be  attended  vrith  fatal  conse« 
quences." 
It  was  alterwards  aseertafaied  that  the  Deputy  was  mista. 
It 
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ken,  when  be  averred  that  the  Duke  d^Enghien  was  in  Parfi. 
It,  .was  pretty  certain  that  he  had  never  croised  the  Rhine^ 
and  only  waited  the  fkvourahle  reply  of  the  minister  at  wair 
4o  make  the  attempt.  But  in  the  light  in  which  the  case  was 
pr^;enied  to  Bemadotte^  his  generous  and  firm  conduct  doet 
not  the  less  honour  that  eminent  person^  espiecially  when 
contrasted  with  that  of  Napoleon.  There  might  have  heen 
a  strong  temptation^  and  even  a  show  of  right,  to  have  seized 
on  the  unfinrtunate  Prince,  supposing  him  to  he  in  Paris,  ne* 
:gotiating  plans  against  the  existing  government,  and  tempt- 
ing the  fidelity  of  their  principal  ministers ; — there  could  be 
none  to  kidni^  him  in  foreign  parts,  when,  however  it  mig^ 
be  suspected,  it  could  not  be  shown  by  proof,  that  the  iln^ 
fortunate  Duke  was  concerned  in  any  of  the  political  intrigues 
which  w^e  laid  to  his  charge.  The  tottering  state  of  public 
afiairs  requiring  so  much  vigilance  and  vigour  on  the  part 
of  the  government,  might  also  have  been  pleaded  in  excuse 
of  Bemadotte,  had  he  delivered  up  the  Duke  d'£nghien  to 
dungeon  or  scaffbld;  while  Napoleon,  on  the  contrary,  took 
the  unh^py  prince's  life  at  a  moment  when  his  own  power 
was,  so  firmly  established,  as  rather  to  incur  danger  than  to 
acquire  safety  by  the  indulgence .  of  a  cruel  revenge.  The 
above  anecdote,  not,  we  believe,  generally  known,  may  be 
relied  upon  as  authentic 

.    Napoleon,  four  years  later,  adopted,  towards  the  unfortu* 

nate.  Prince  that  line  of  severity  with  which  the  world  is  ac« 

quainted.    His  broad  vindication  uniformly  was  stated  to  be, 

that  the  Duke  had  offended  against  the  laws  of  the  country, 

•  and  that,  to  put  a  stop  to  conspiracies,  he  had,  from  the  be- 

.  ginning,  determined  to  let  die  law  take  its  course  against  him. 

i  He  all^^ed,  aa  we  shall  hereafter  notice,  various  pleas  in  pal- 

liatum  or  accuse ;  but  his  chief  defence  imiformly  consisted 

in  an«]^peal  to  the  laws;  and  it  is  therefore  just  to  the  me- 

mory.  of  Napoleon  and  his  victim,  that  we  should  examine 

whether,  in  a  legal  sense,  the  procedure  against  the  Duke  d'- 

Enghien  is  vindicated  in  whole  or  in  part.    The  labours  of 

Mcmsieur  Dupin,  the  learned  authw  of  a  pamphlet  already 

VOL.  IX.  d 
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4pmttd,  iMfe  fmnMbad  «t  with  «b  taaiOmi  wwfc  «i  tUi 

Th0  «aM  of  tha  nnfortOBftle  Dsfce  mmt  alwiyt  be  i 
«iitob»ftlMidoiift!  This  it  not  denied  by  BuflBapartel 
■tif ;  aBdj4Ni  that  aceoontyit  in  tbe  more  neoesaury  to  die  ▼!» 
dieetiaD  of  those  upon  whom  hie  fete  depended^  to  briDgthdr 
fiooedttre  within  the  pale  of  the  law.  We  are  not  now  talk«i 
lag  of  reooneiling  the  tmgedy  to  the  general  ruka  of  jmtioey 
fjiDcroeity,  or  humanity ;  bat  in  resigning  the  aignmeBli 
'wbiA  ^heee  affi>rd^  we  are  the  mom  entitled  to  expect  that 
Mie  pracednre  wliieh  we  impngn  should,  however  harsh  er 
mw^  be  at  least  in  strict  eonformity  with  the  ezistiBg  laws 
•of  France  atthe  time^  and  snch  as  coidd  be  carried  <m  and 
jvindicatedbyday-ligfat,  endiaanopenoonrt.  Thisiseni*- 
ly^  limiting  onr  inquiry  to  the  narrowest  possible  ground  ;  and 
•we  shall  proeecnte  the  snferject  by  exsmining  the  process  in 
'detsiL 

ARaXST  OF  THE  DUKB  d'eNGHIBN* 

•  Srery  arrest^  to  be  legale  must  be  so  in  three  points  of  Tiew: 
*1.  As  to  the  place  ^ere  it  is  made;  3.  conoesniBg  the 
person  whom  it  regards;  3.  in  rei^eet  of  the  gtoundaon 
^hMk  it  proceeds. 

The  Duke  was  residing  in  the  territsdes  of  the  Elector  of 
Saden>  asofereign  prince  who  had  not  ventured  to  afibrd  him 
that  refuge  without  oonsuhiog  the  French  governor  on  tlm 
«id]^ct,  and  who  was  authorized  to  believe  that  his  afSndiiig 
•hoepitaKty  to  the  unfortunate  Prince  would  affiird  naesime 
t^rupturo  with  his  powcrM  neighbour.  The  acquiesosiiee 
of  the  French  government  aifords  too  mudi  reason  to  sufqMo^ 
-diat  ^  measure  afterwards  adopted  had  been  for  some  tiaae 
premeditated ;  and  that  there  was  a  secret  design  of  detahuag 
"die  victim  within  readi4)f  the  Mow  whieh  they  hadalreaijp 
Tcsolved  to  strike,  when  they  shctuld  see  oenvement. 
-this  was  llMeass  or  no,  the  Deked'Enghien  was  i 
der  protection  of  the  hiw  of  nations,  which  proehums  the  : 
viokbilityof  the  territories  of  one  rtate  by  the  soldisn  of  i 
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#ldMiV  VAfcit  an  «itt of  war  ^cttly 4ida»i4»  Ilinmli  kt 
WMtiiigafgiuiieatfttofliowlhAt  the  ifnption  of  the  Fntadit 
tiw^t  iato  the  teniliry  oC  Bftdm^  and  Iha  adnure  of  the 
BiiBOft  Md  his  letmoo^iPtro  directly  eoBlnrj  to  imhU^  k*» 
Mid  0p«]d  (Hdy  be  eodpend  to  en  kiewnioft  of  Algerineiw 
iftbhen*    Thvs  ^  i^Me  of  azrcst  was  highly  and  endesdy 

-.Theehai^jeii  iHueh  thearreal  was  {pranteddid  n^iai- 
l«^reital^0alUty.  The  osly  lawa  wloch  oosld  be  Yefeired  la 
MitppUeable  to  the  oecaaioii^  axe  thoae  of  SSth  Maioh  17M^ 
aado£95Bnunaire^Aii.lILtitb5^fleet.i.art.7.  Bytheoi^ 
iiii  ptovidtd  that  em^^nmlt,  who  haTe  eaxtied  anaa  agaiaal 
Fimiiae^  ahall  be  an^eated,  «0MA«r  III /*nmo^  or  if>  oNf  AoilM 
or  conquered  cMntry,  and  ivudigdd.  within  twenty-four  hottn^ 
by  a  oommisaion  of  five  members,  to  be  named  by  the  chief 
of  the  iut  mi^or  of  the  dirisicm  of  the  army  quartered  in  the 
district  where  they  are  found.  A  third  law  extended  this 
order  to  all  emigrants  of  every  description,  arreited  witkkn 
the  territofy  ^  ifte  repMie;  but  provided  that  the  court 
dKMild  comat^  seven  persona^  instead  of  fiv^  to  be  named 
by  the  ganeral  eommanding  the  division  in  which  tba  arxMt 
waa  made.  These  ferocious  laws  had  in  practice  been  so.far 
modified,  that  it  was  laid  down  in  the  kw  books,  that  al- 
llwng^  spaalrhic  strictly,  th^  ccmtinued  to  exist,  yet  *'  the 
government  always  limited  to  damnation  the  senteaoe  of 
aueh  em^^nntB  as  were  itrteated  within  the  French  terii- 
tatj^***  Betee  teviving  them  in  their  utmost  aerarityagidiMl 
•  aini^  individual^  it  was  thndforo  douldy  incnmbent  to 
duiw  that  the  party  arxmigi^  £dl  within  ^iiNie  charges* 
'  By  no  finao  of  construction  could  the  Duke  d'£nghiea  be 
bm^  under  the  influence  of  these  laws.  Hewasootyp^ 
pttly  speakings  an  emigrant,  nor  did  he  poasess  the  quiditiea 
^^idi.  HewaaaFriiuseof  Franee,-*-aaanchdedare4a» 
flOiai,  and  banUied  for  ever  firom  France.  But^  what  la 
nniah  aaere  so  die  poipose^  the  Dvke  d'Eoghien  waa  neitker 

•  Kouveau  lUperMre  de  Jurisprudence,  au  mot,  Couwnmwm. 
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fioind  miiMA  Frukoi,  nor  In  tlie  pnedatito  of  Any  hoi^  ^ 
oooqiwred  oountry ;  bat  brought  by  ibroe  from  a  t&nntoef 
neutral  to,  and  friendly  in  its  relationt  witb,  France;  and  tlii^ 
ivithout  l^;al  warranty  and  by  main  force*  Buonaparte  todc 
credit  to  himsdf  for  baring  prevented  the  execution  of  these 
laws  against  emigrants  who  had  been  forced  on  the  shore  of 
France  by  tempest,  and  had  thereby  come  under  the  letter, 
though  not  the  spirit,  of  the  kw.  How  much  move  ought  the 
Buke  d'Enghien's  caae  to  hare  been  excepted,  who  was  oi^ 
idthin  France  by  the  force  exercised  on  his  penon,  and,  in* 
stesd  of  bdng  arrested-within  the  territory,  as  the  law  requi^ 
red,  iras  arrested  in  a  neutral  country,  and  tamght  into 
Frinoe  agunst  his  will  ?  The  arrest  was  therefore,  so  fkr  as 
respected  the  person  on  whom  it  was  used,  an  act  <tf  illegal 
▼idoice ;  and  not  less  so  considmng  the  grounds  on  which 
it  proceeded,  since  there  was  no  charge  founded  on  any  ex« 
ktinglaw. 

INCOMFETSKCY  OF  THB  COURT. 

A  Military  Commission  was  assembled  at  Paris,  to  take  un- 
der trial  the  Duke  d'Enghien,  accused  of  having  borne  arms 
against  tiie  republic— <tf  having  been,  and  of  still  being  in  the 
pay  of  Engknd— and,  lastly,  of  havii^  taken  part  in  the  coii« 
spindes  against  the  safety  of  the  republic,  both  extemal^and 
interaaL 

Mens.  Dupin,  by  ihe  most  decisive  argiunentsand  auduH 
ri^es,  shows,'  that  although  the  Military  Commission  mi^ 
possibly  be  competent  judges  in  the  case  of  bearing  arms 
against  France,  or  receiving  pay.  from  England,  yet  the  trial 
ci  a  criminal  accused  of  political  conspiracy,  was  totally.  be« 
yond  the  power  of  a  court-martial,  and  could  <mly  be  tah^ 
cognisance  of  by  the  regular  tribunals.  He  quotes  deduofis 
ei  the  Minister  of  Justice  upon  this  point  of  juiiqprudeni^ 
and  ccmdudes  by  ^[^ying  to  the  Military  Commission  die  ws;pl 
known  brocard  of  law,  Nuau9.fmtjardrfecku,quan^pfii$a§ii9k 

IRREGULARITIES  IN  THE  FROCEDURE. 

I.  The  procedure  took  place  at  the  dead  of  night,  contrary 
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4d  ^  kwi  of  Franoe  and  ereiy  dtifiaed  ooiultiy.  Tli» 
worn-oat  and  exhausted  criminal  was  nmaed  at  midniglit 
from  the  fim  ikep  he  had  been  pannitted  to  enjoy  for  thvee 
tdi^ti,  mid  called  in  to  place  himadf  on4etoce  ^  hla  liffe^ 
wMst,  thfottg^  iktigue  of  body  and  mind/he  ocmldvacaroelf 
l»ep  himadf  awdce* 

He  aniwesed  to  thdr  intarogatoriet  in  «  manly  and  aim^ 
manner;  and  by  the  French  order  of  process^  hit -aniwefs 
oo^t  to  have  been  read  orer  to  hkn^  and  he  i^oold  Jiaie 
been  called  upon  for  his  remarks  upon  the  exactitude  wi^ 
which  they  had  been  taken  down ;  but  nothing  of  this  kind 
was  proposed  to  the  Duke  d'Bngfaien. 
.  11.  The  French  law  enjoins^diat  after  dosing  the  iirterro* 
gatory>  the  reporter  should  require  of  the  aocused  perani. to 
make  dioioe  of  a  fHend  tm  the  purpose  o£  conducting  his 
defence.  The  accused,  it  fnrthar  declares,  shall  have  the 
aelection  amongst  all  the  •persons  present,  and  facing  his 
making  such  a  choice,  the  reporter  shall  select  a  deiimder.to 
act  on  his  behalf.  No  such  chmoe  was  allowed  to  th^Duke 
4'£nghien;  and,  imleed,  it  would  have  been  to  little  pnr^ 
pose;  nor  was  any  legjBl  assistant  assigned  to  him  in  terms  of 
the  law.  The  law  presumes  an  open  court  at  a  legal  hour, 
.and  held  in  broad  daylight.  It  would  have  been  but  an  ad* 
•^tional  insult  to  have  required  the  Duke  to  select  a  friend 
^cr  a  defemler  among  the  gens  d'armes,^  who  alone  were  by« 
atanders  in  the  Castle  of  Vincennes,  or  at  the  hour  of  mid* 
nig^t  Contrary,  therefor^  to  the  prinlege  of  aocuaed  per« 
soBs^by  the  existing  law  of  France,  the  aocuaed  liad  np  beno« 
rllt  eith^  of  l^(al  defence  or  friendly  assistance* 

DBFECTS  OF  THE  SENTSNCJE. 

'  The  trial  itsdf,  though  it  deserves  not  the  name,  tock 
place  on  the  day  aftar  the  interrogatory,  or  mcnre  jHi^perly  on 
thenightof  tiiat  day,  being  what  was  then  called  the  SOth 
y4mtose;^like-the  previous  interrogation,. at,  (he. bpvir  of 
midnight.  The  whde  Castle  of  Vincennea  was  JUed  with 
,gensd'arme8,.and-S»vary»was  in  the  ac|ual,comm»lld*    He 
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faat  puM&iwd^hftt  be twtell^ thei% b^  eiufioBil]f ,  tiiimgb  tfe» 
hour  was  nidnigbt,  and  tbe  place  so  strietly  giiai^ed  agdfiat 
every  penoa,  Bsving  tbose  who  were  to  be  officklly  coneemed^ 
dkat  e^  one  of  tbe  offleera,  wbb  had  beeft  sutemonedy  bad 
XxnalteiMe  diffioiedly  hi  proenndg  admlsaioii.  We  ibidl 
]^«ently  see  if  his  presence  and  condnel  indicated  tbe  p«t 
v€  a  mere  bystanddir;  Ibr  tlie  vin^oatiim  wlddi  bewaa 
pleased  to  pubHiAi^  drew  fortb  that  of  General  HvUn,  presi* 
dent  of  tbe  MHitary  Cemn^sdon^  who  has  infcHmed  na  of 
ilevend  important  drenmstances  wbieb  had  escaped  diefne* 
iB€nry  of  tbe  Duke  of  Itovigo^  but  ilHif ch  bear,  nevorthdan^ 
very  mwAi  <m  the  point  at  is8i». 

The  Coi^  being  constitated  duty,  tbe  warrant  was  wetA, 
whM  contained  tiie  charge  against  the  prisoner,  ftaecosed 
bim,  l.Of  having  fot^ht  against  France;  9.  Of  being  hi  tbe 
pay  of  England;  8.  Of  ploningjwith  lihe  latter  power  i^iiinat 
the  hitemaLaadeictemal  safety  Of  the  Republic.  Of  tho^iaa 
Jim  counts^  as  they  may  be  teitned^  of  the  indictment  w« 
hai^  abeady  shown  that  they  could  not  be  rendefed  cogi^Mi>» 
ble  imder  any  law  then  existing  in  France^  unless  quoted 
laj  tile  addhiond  drcutnitattce^  tiiat  the  emigrant  aoeuaad 
bad  been  Amnd  eith^  within  France^  <nf  in  a  country  bost&e 
-to^  or  which  had  been  subdued  by  France  which  ooidd  not 
be  stated  to  be  tiie  case  of  the  Duke  d'Kn^^.  Respeetiiig 
ifae  2AM  county  the  MiHtary  Commisdon  were  not  kgatty 
tjompetent  to  try  it ;  the  courts  (»dinary  of  France  akmo  had 
the  alleged  crime  within  ^eirjmM^otion.  KevtBrtbeleas^  in 
mockery  of  the  flonn^  as  welt  as  the  essence  of  hw»  tbe43MDl 
proceeded  upon  the  trial  npon^  two  points  dT  aocasatioBi  idiiaii 
were  irrelevant^  and  upon  a  thirds  which  was  incompetent. 

The  mock  triid^  when  brought  on^  was  a  mere  repetil»Hi  of 
^e  interrogatoiy  which  tiie  Duke  had  been  previon^  sob- 
jected  to.  We  are  now  to  give  an  abstract  of  both  intsno- 
gatories^  only  premising  tiut  within  their  limits^  must  be 
ftmndthewholeheadandfimitoftbeoi^oeB^iaiiged.  *Ae 
guflt  of  the  accused  must  either  be  proved  from  thenee,  or  his 
innooeiieemustbeadcnowledged;  the  sole  evidenee  prod— d 
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Off  attempted  to  be  brougkt  Isrwafd  on  ^  triiJ,  bong  the 
imwers  of  the  Duke. 

UpoH  the  AM  exftmlnetioB,  the  f(^wing  ftdmiiflioits  irfera 
inede  by  tAie  aeeuaed.  The  Difke  avowed  hie  mmt,  Inti^,  mftd 
qtudky ;  his  exile  from  Fntnoe,  and  the  campaigni^whidr  he 
had  made  with  the  emigrant  army  under  his  granddthefy  ^e 
Prince  of  Conde.  He  stated  the  various  countries  which  lie 
had  inhalHted  since  the  army  of  Cond^  was  disbanded^  and 
that  he  had  resided  at  Ettenheim  for  two  years  and  a  hidf^ 
by  peftieiisiion  of  Une  Elector.  Interrogated^  if  he  had  ever 
been  in  England^  or  if  Ibat  government  made  him  any  al^ 
lowance ;  he  answered^  he  had  never  been  in  that  eountry, 
but  thi^  Ei^^and  did  allow  hhn  an  annutty,  whtdi  was  hit 
oidy  means  ef  support  Interrogated,  what  were  his  reisons 
for  residing  at  Ettenheim  ;  he  answered,  that  he  had  thdughti 
(^settling  at  Fribourg  in  the  Brisgaw,  as  a  pleasanter  place 
of  fesidence,  and  had  only  remained  at  Ettenheim  on  acoount 
of  the  Elector's  indulging  him  with  full  liberty  of  huntmg, «» 
which  amusement  he  was  very  partial*  Interrogated,  if'he 
kept  up  any  oorrespondenoe  widi  the  French  Piinoeir  of  ye 
fimiily  ^0  were  at  London,  and  if  he  had  seen  ^em  lately ; 
he  replied,  that  he  naturally  kept  up  a  correspondence  with 
his  grandfather  ever  since  he  had  leflt  him  at  Vtenna,  after 
the  disbanding  of  his  army ;  but  had  not  seen  him  since  that 
^period  ; — that  he  also  corresponded  with  his  father,  (Duke  of 
Bourbon,)  but  had  not  seen  him«ince  1794  or  1795.  Int«r« 
rbgated,  what  rank  he  occupied  in  the  army  of  Cond6 ;  he 
answered,  cbmmandant  of  the  vanguard,  and  that  when  th^ 
army  was  reodved  into  Prussia,  and  divided  into  two  omrps, 
he  was  made  colondL  of  one  of  them.  These  admisrions 
•light  have  been  deduced  or  presumed  from  the  simple  fiict, 
tlMt  the  individual  before  them  was  the  Duke  d'Ei^hien, 
whose  history  and  military  services  were  sufficiently  known. 

The  subsequent  part  of  the  examination  consisted  in  an 
attempt  to  imj^cate  the  accused  in  the  conspiracy  of  Georges, 
Fldiegru,  and  M(Nreau.  The  reader  will  see  how  far  his  an«» 
ewers  make  the  charge  good. 
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«' iBterrogated^  if  be  kBfliw  Graenl  Piflhigr^  Mid  ^ 
any  ccnuiexioii  or  intereoone  with  him;— RepMied>  I  do  not 
know  lum  ;  I  have  Xkewer,  I  beheroy  nem  him ;  I  hare  had 
no  ocmyeraation  with  him;  I  am  ghd  I  have  not  hem  ac^ 
qwiinted  with  him,  if  the  story  told  be  true,  rejecting  the 
▼lie  means  which  he  proposed  making  use  of." 

**  Interrogated^  if  he  loiew  General  Dnmoories^  or  had  any 
connexion  with  him  ;•— Anaw^ed,  that  he  knew  him  no  more 
than  the  other— he  had  never  seen  him." 

^' Interrogated,  if>  after  the  peace,  he  had  not  kq>l  np  a  eor* 
respcmdenee  in  the  interior  of  Uie  Republic ; — Replied,  I  have 
written  to  some  friends  that  are  still  attadied  to  me,  who  had 
Ibug^t  along  with  me,  both  on  their  afBurs  and/myowii. 
These  correspondences  were  not  of  the  character  which  I  ef»km 
edve  to  be  alkided  to." 

The  report  further  bears,  that  when  the  process-yerbal  was 
dosed,  he  expressed  himsdf  thus:  ^' Before  signing  the  pio« 
ces^Terbal,  I  make  with  urgency  the  request,  to  have  a  par« 
ticular  audience  of  the  First  Consul.  My  name,  my  rank,  my 
manner  of  thinking,  and  the  horror  of  my  situaticm,  make  me 
h(^  he  will  not  refiise  my  desire." 

In  the  second  interrogatory,  in  presence  of  ihe  Military 
Commissi<m,  the  Duke  adhered  to  what  he  had  said  in  hispre« 
ceding  examination,  with  the  sole  additional  drcumstanoe^ 
that  he  was  ready  to  renew  the  war,  and  to  take  service  in  the 
approaching  hostilities  betwxt  England  and  Franoe.^ 

The  Commission,  as  appears  from  record  of  their  proceed* 
ings,  received  no  other  evidenceof  any  kind  whatever,  whether 
written  or  oral,  and  undertook  the  task  which  they  knew  was 
expected  from  them,  of  extracting  reasons  for  awarding  •  a 
capital  punishment  out  of  a  confession  from  which  nothing 
could  be  drawn  by  any  ordinary  process  of  reasoning,  sare 
that  the  accused  person  had  been  in  arms  against  France,  and 
was  willing  to  be  so  again,— but  in  open  warfare,  and  in  the 
hope  of  recovering  what  he  considered  as  the  rights  of  his 
family — a  case  which  could  not  be  brought  under  the  penalty 
of  death,  except  under  the  Uws  of  28Qi  March  1793,  and 
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9i  »  BnuMop^  An.  Ill*,  lAmm  Aa  eapitftl  pwnMmicint  m 
linited^  m  we  htTO  npetiedly  Mud,  to  eimgraiito  takoi 
witbiii  the  limits  <tf  Fnnee,  or.of  ooantrioi  hotlile  to  hcTf 
or  soliiieeted  by  her  amis.  The  aTOwsl  that  the  Duke  hadji 
penaon  firom  England,  did  net  infer  that  he  was  in  her  mi* 
litary  pay»  nor>  indeed,  did  he  in  hci  hold  that  allowanoe 
<m  any  other  ocMiditions  than  as  an  alimentary  prorision  aU 
lowed  by  the  generooscompaisionoC  the  British  natioii.  Nei-» 
thcr  oonld  he  be  found  guilty  upon  his  candid  aTOwal  that^  ha 
was  wining,  or  eren  desirous,  to  enter  into  the  English  ser« 
vice;  te,  supposing  the  actually,  doing  so  were  a  crime,  the 

'  mere  Intenticm  to  do  so  could  not  be  construed  into  one,  sinoe 
men  are  in  this  world  responsible  only  for  their  actions,  not 
for  their  thoughts,  or  the  unexecuted  purposes  of  their  mind. 
No  oiber  eridence  was  adduced  excepting  the  report  of  an 
officer  of  police,  or  state  spy,  sent  to  watdi.the  Duke  d'£n« 
H^ien'smorements,  who  declared  that  the  Duked'Engbien  ^e* 
e^ved  many  emigrants  at  his  table,  and  that  he  was  fr^uently 
abscntfor  seTeral  days  without  his  (the  qty's)  beingable  to  dis* 
coTcr  where  he  went ;  but  which  suspicious  facts  were  suf- 
ficiently ex|^ined,  by  his  having  themeans  of  giying  some  as« 

•  sistance  to  his  distressed  companions,  and  his  long  hunting 
parties  in  the  Black  Forest,  in  which  he  was  wont  to  pass 
many  days  at  a  time.  A  report  from  Shee,  the  Prefect  of  the 
Lower  Rhine,  was  also  read  ;  but  neither  Sayary  nor  Hullin 
mention  its  import,  nor  how  it  was  converted  into  evidence, 
fa,  bcnre  upon  Uie  question  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien's  guilt  or 
innocence.  Hullin  also  mentions  a  long  report  from  the  coun« 
oillor  of  state.  Real,  where  the  aflOdr,  with  idl  its  ramifica« 
tiims,  was  rendered  so  interesting,  that  it  seemed  the  safety  <^ 
the  state,  and  the  existence  of  the  government,  depended  on 
the  judgm^t  which  should  be  returned.  Such  a  report 
eould  only  argue  the  thirst  of  the  government  for  the  poor 
young  man's  blood,  and  exhibit  that  open  tampering  with 
the  Court,  which  they  were  not  ashamed  to  have  recourse  to, 
but  certainly  could  not  constitute  evidence  in  the  cause. 
But  both  Savary  and  Hullin  are  disposed  to  rest  the  reason  (^ 
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tiigowid<mi<i}m«p<p  tbe  ftik  Mid  noMmygw^qf  diefHa* 
tODtr^  fHM^  in  thaw  ofiMkm»  niiidt  H  iinpenUive  ott  the  Co«^ 
16  «Midemn  Iran.  He  qaiformly  mtfaitafnrd ^  that  '^ '  he  had 
ai^  ittitaiiMdthe  r^t  of  hia  &inilf»4Uid that  a  Ckmd^  oaidi 
aweresler  Fianoe  aave  with  arma  in  hia  hands.  My  hMi/ 
he  aaid,  <  ray  opintona^  moat  erer  sender  meiaflexiUe  on  thia 
pointr'  The  firmneaa  ef  hia  anawm veduoad  the  jodg^ea,"  eon* 
thinea  Hi^in« "  to  deapair*  Ten  timea  we  g^Te  him  anopenii^ 
to  retract  hia  dedarattena,  hat  he  atill  peraisted  in  them  im- 
moTaUy*  *  I  aee>'  he  aaid^  '  the  honoorabk  intention  of 
dK  memhers  ^  the  Coiaimaaioa»  .but  I  ^anwit  roaort  to  the 
saeaiuKtfaafety  which  they  mdioate.'"  And  brag aeqoakit* 
eddiat  theMilkaryCommiaaioncra  judged  without  ^>peal;  ''i 
know  it/'  he  re^k»d>  ^'and  I  do  not  dii^;aiae  ftom  myaelf  tha 
dai^er  which  I  incor..  My  only  reqaeat  ia  to  ha^  an  inter* 
liew  with  the  First  ConauL*'  It  ia  saffioieatly  plain  that 
tile  gallant  beaiing  of  the  Prince^  ao  lumoomfole  to  himaetf; 
brought  him  under  no  law  by  which  he  waa  notpiievieiiafy  al^ 
fseted.  Bat  it  did  ma<^  worse  ibr  him  in  a  juraetical  toaaa. 
ft  avowed  Mm  the  open  enemy  of  Buonaparte,  and  plaead 
aach  judge  undar  the  influence  of  such  reaaoning  aa  eneooia^ 
ged  Sir  Fier9  Exton  to  the  murder  of  a  degomd,  prince  at  the 
hint  of  a  usurper.  * 

The  doom  (^  the  prisoner  had  been  fixed  firom  the  moment 
he  croaaed  tiie  draw^bridge  ef  that  gloomy  state  priam.  But 
itrequired no  small degreeofdextaitytoaecommodate the  evl- 
denoe  to  the  law,  ao  aa  to  mdne  out  an  ostonaible  caae  of  gaik» 
which  should  not  carry  absurdity  and  eontradiotion  on  ita  very 
ftont  Thia  waa  the  more  difficult,  aa  it  ia  an  expreaa  lagal 
inrm  in  French  Courts-martial,  tiiat  it  ahall  exfnreaa  upon  Ha 

*  DMfttiMNiMtauak«lMK^,  wli8twwdilie«pQk*— 
Have  I  no  friend  will  rid  me  of  this  fear- 
Have  I  no  friend  ?  quoth  he— he  qpoke  it  twice* 
And  speaking  it,  look'd  wistftdlyon  me, 
Ag.who  ihould  eay,  I  would  thoa  w«it  Am  mn 
That  would  divorce  thii  terror  from  my  1; 
Meaning  the  King  at  Pomfret— Let  us  go ; 
I  am  tha  Klng^  flriend,  and  win  rid  his  Ibe. 
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Tecgrdthe€qMCl€Mlferwldchd€ithktdheiBiMciiid,aiidthe 
"pradte  irtide  of  tiie  kw  imder  whkb  tfie  Mirteiiw  b  a(i^^ 
TI16  MiHtery  ConmiMioD  had  nwdi  BHire  troiibie  in  ^Ming 
Ae  feomd  iip<m  a  pkxriUe  footing,  thin  tbey  f (mad  in  g^^ 
Armig^  ihe  brief  forms  of  focih  a  trial  M  ihej  were  pleM^ 
aflbrd  the  aeeoted.  they  experienoed  the  tmth  of  the  obe» 
▼atioD,  that  it  is  mmeh  more  eaa^  to  ccmmiit  a  crime  than  to 
juatiiyit 

VlBniOT. 

Hie  llret  dHBenhy  which  ocemmd,  waa  to  apply  the  teiw 
^^iet  to  the  indictment,  to  which  it  oof^  to  be  the  pnoin 
anawer,  dnce  it  weald  be  monatrooa  to  ftnd  a  man  guilty  ef 
a  erime  diflftient  from  that  of  whkh  he  stood  aecuaed;  aafor 
example,  to  find  a  man  guilty  of  iheft,  when  he  had  bean 
dMurged  widi  murder,  or  vice  oentt.  The  judges  of  tins  M&* 
Iftary  OommiMion  had,  at  die  same  time,  the  additiottd  &fi» 
flenlty  of  reoondlhigtheTerdiet  with  the  evidmee  winch  had 
been  addooed,  as  well  as  with  the  accnsationa  hod.  If  ihe 
reader  will  take  the  troable  to  peruse  ihe  following  copy  ef 
the  lecord,  widi  our  observations,  which  we  hsTo  marked  by 
Italics,  they  wifi  see  how  for  the  MiUtary  Court  of  Yinoea- 
nes  had  been  able  to  reconcile  their  verdict  with  the  act  of  ae- 
cusation,  and  with  the  sentence. 

The  Terdict  bears:  ^^  The Toices  being  coHected  on  each  of 
the  underwritten  questions,  beginning  with  the  younger,  and 
ending  with  the  Aresident;  tiie  Court  dedans  Ixnds  An* 
toine  de  Bourbon,  Duke  d'Eng^iien,*— 

1.  Unanimously  guilty  of  baring  borne  arms  against  tin 
Frendi  republic. — nU  i9  in  eonformity  toM  the  ae^  ff  oidm 
cuiaHon,  and  the  evidence;  therefore,  eofstrrpguhtr, 

8.  Unanimously  guilty  of  having  ofoed  his  services  to  the 
Englidi  government,  the  enemy  of  the  French  republic— }VUt 
i$  not  in  oMformiiy  to  the  dUtrge.  The  Duke  only  eaid  he  woe 
willing  to  join  the  EngUth  in  <fte  new  war,  not  that  hie  «er« 
vicee  had  heen  eUher  offkred  or  accepted.  The  former  woe  a 
moHcr  (jfitOenHon,  lAe  htter  would  have  been  a  point  of  foot. 
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,  3*  Pnmimcmily  guilty  of  haTiiig  Moriml  «ttd  aocnditod 
agents  of  the  said  English  goyemanan^  of  having  proeand 
them  means  oi  intelligence  in  France,  and  of  haymg  conspi- 
red  with  them  against  the  internal  and  extarnal  safety  of  the 
Republic  Thefa4st$  alluded  to  in  this  clause  qf  the  verdiet, 
fnojf  be  comidered  as  contained  by  itnplieaHon  in  the  general 
charge  in  the  aceueation,  that  the  Duke  plotted  with  Englmnd, 
But  certainly  (hey  are  not  there  etated  in  thepreeieeandartiem^ 
late  manner  in  which  a  charge  which  a  man  must  anewer  witik 
his  life  ought  to  be  brought  againet  him.  As  to  evidence,  there  ie 
not,  in  the  eaamination  of  the  Duke,  the  lightest  wordtojue^ 
tify  the  finding  him  guilty  of  such  an  offence.  Not  a  question 
was  put,  or  an  answer  received,  respecting  the  plote  with  Eng^ 
land,  or  the  Duke's  accession  to  and  eneouragement  of  them, 
,  4.  Unanimously  guilty  of  having  placed  himsdf  at  the 
head  of  a  large  collection  of  French  emigrants,  and  othea, 
farmed  in  the  frontiers  of  France,  in  the  county  of  Fribouig 
and  Baden,  paid  by  England. — There  is  not  a  word  qf  such  a 
duirge  in  the  accusation  or  indictment,  nor  was  the  sUghtesi  ' 
evidence  qfits  existence  brought  forward  btfore  the  Court,  or 
inquired  into  upon  the  Duke's  examination, 

6.  Unanimously  guilty  of  having  had  communications  with 
the  town  of  Strasburg,  tending  to  excite  insurrection  in  the 
neighbouring  departments,  for  the  purpose  of  a  diversion  in 
favour  of  England. — TTtere  is  no  mention  qfthis  charge  in  the 
accusation — there  is  no  mention  qf  it  in  the  evidence* 

6.  Unanimously  guilty  of  being  one  of  the  fnvourers  and 
accomplices  of  the  conspiracy  earned  on  by  the  Engliali 
against  the  life  of  the  First  Consul;  and  intending,  in  the 
event  of  such  conspiracy,  to  enter  France. — There  is  no  menm 
tion  qfthis  charge  in  the  act  of  accusation  or  indictment.  The 
evidence  on  the  subject  goes  distinctly  to  disprove  the  charge. 
The  Duke  ^Enghien  said  he  did  not  know  Pkhegru,  and  had 
no  connexion  with  him  ;  and  added,  that  he  refoiced  at  the 
circumstance,  if  it  was  true  that  thegeneral  aimed  at  succe^e 
by  means  so  horrible. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  this  most  liberal  Com- 
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H,  inmmretto  tke  three  duu^get^  brought  in  a  yeidict 
upon  «ix  points  of  indictment;  end  diat,  on  applying  the 
eridenoe  to  the  Terdict,  not  one  of  the  retornt  it  found  sup-^ 
perted  by  eridenee,  ih»  firtt  excepted ;  of  the  other  tiYt,  oC 
iriiieh  three  at  least  are  gratoitoualy  introduced  into  the 
charge,  four  are  altogether  unsupported  by  the  eridenccj  and 
the  sixth  is  not  only  unsupported,  but  dl^HroTcd,  being  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  the  only  testimony  laid  before  theCom« 


SEMTENCS. 

Having  drawn  up  their  rerdict,  or  answer  to  theact  of  ae« 
eosation,  with  so  little  ^regard  either  to  the  essence  or  forms 
of  justice  this  unconscientious  court  proceeded  to  the  sen« 
tence,  whidi,  according  to  the  r^ular  form,  ought  to  bear 
an  express  reference  to  the  law  by  which  it  was  authorised. 
But  to  discover  such  a  law,  must  be  inevitably  a  wcnrk  oi 
some  difficulty ;  and  in  the  meantime,  the  devoted  victim 
still  lived.  The  record  of  the  Court-Martial  bore  the  date, 
law  In  the  m&ming  ;*  so  that  two  hour*  had  already  elapsed 
upon  the  trial  and  subsequent  proceedings,  and  it  was  des« 
tined  the  sun  should  not  rise  on  the  devoted  head  of  the 
young  Bourbon.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  that  he  should 
be  immediatdy  found  guilty  and  executed,  as  all  that  was 
considered  the  direct  olgect  for  which  the  Court  was  convened. 
It  would  be  time  enough  to  consider  after  he  vras  no  more, 
under  what  law  he  had  suffered,  and  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in 
the  sentence  accordingly.  One  would  have  thought  such  a 
tragedy  could  never  have  taken  place  in  a  civilized  age  and 
country,  seven  French  officers,  claiming  to  be  esteemed  men 
of  honour  by  profession,  being  the  slavish  agents.  It  must, 
one  would  say,  have  occurred  at.  Tripoli  or  Fez,  or  rather 


*  A  lenie  of  dumie  nused  thete  woi^  to  b«  enuad,  bttt  th«  opoitioii  hM  Mt 
thtm  ttm  legible.  The  attmspt  at  coiioMhBMit  ihowi  <ht  Mnae  of  guflt»  with* 
out  hiding  thacrim*. 
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'^  Tlie  priBowr  bftying  wididrttini^  the  Court  bdag  d^ 
dUiberatiDg  with  dosed  doom,  the  prande&t  ooUeeted  the 
totOBof  ^  memben;  begmniag  with  the/tfnier^ end  voUmg 
himetf  theksty  thepriMnar  was  wnmimoinly  fooad  GvaHj  ; 
and  in  panmaoce  of  the  *-«— MsiiAp-^-^^  artide  of  the  law  of 

■    ■■     bkmk to  the  feUowii^  effect  ■ Qtwe 

or  three  liiics  left  blank  for  inserting  the  law  whidisluNild 
be  found  applicable]]  '  ■  ■'  condemned  to  su£&r  the  pu- 

nishment of  death.    Ordered  that  the  Jut^Adifoeaie  akauU 
emihepreietU  eetUenee  eatecuted  iMMsniATB^Y." 

Most  laws  allow  at  least  a  few  days  of  interrentim  betwixt 
sentence  and  execution.  Sudi  an  interral  is  doe  to  religion 
and  to  humsnity ;  but  in  France  it  was  also  dlowed  for  the 
purpose  of  appeal.  The  laws^  25  Brumaire,  An.  V I.,  and  S7 
Ventose,  An.  VIII.^  permitted  appeals  from  the  judgments 
of  oourts-martiaL  The  deoee  of  the  17  Meseidor,  An.  XII., 
permittuig  no  appeal  ftmn  military  sentences^  was  not  then 
in  existence ;  but  if  it  had>  even  that  severe  and  dei^Mlae 
enactment  allowed  priscmers  some  Inrief  wpue  of  dmob^wixt 
diis  waM  and  the  next,  and  did  not  send  a  human  being  to 
execution  until  the  tumult  of  8pirits>  inddental  to  a  trial  for 
Mfe  and  death,  had  subsided,  and  his  heart  had  ceased  to  tharob 
betwixt  hope  and  fear.  Twenty*fbur  hours  were  penutled 
betwixt  the  court  of  justice  and  the  scsffi>ld/--fr  small  spaee 
bi  ordinary  life,  but  an  age  when  the  foot  is  (Hi  the  brink  of 
the  grave.  But  the  Duke  d'Enghien  was  ordered  for  instant 
execution. 

Beddes  the  blanks  in  the  sentence  of  this  courts  as  m^ 
nally  drawn  up,  which  made  it  a  mockery  of  all  judicial 
finm,  there  lay  this  fiital  qvor  to  the  sentwoe,  that  ic  was  not 
dgned  by  the  Greffier,  or  Clerk  of  Court. 

We  do  the  judges  the  credit  to  believe  that  they  fdt  for  the 
aeeosed,  and  for  themsdves ;  saw  with  pity  the  doom  inflicted* 
and  experienced  shame  and  horror  at  becoming  l^s  mntdir* 
ers.    A  final  attempt  was  made  by  General  Hullin  to  indnow 
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te  CmH  to  tttnifer  to  BfMMfwMe  the  feqntM 
cr.  HewMdiedcedbySaTarj.  **  H  willba  imyjwtifiw/  ■■ii 
llMt  oflloef^  wliOy  leBBmg  on  the  bade  of  liie  prondonCa  diair, 
atoma  to  hare  natdied  aad  eontroUod  the  doddoiAi  of  tho 
Court  The  Mat  was  onderatood,  and  nodiing  more  waaaaidi 

We  have  giten  one  eopj  of  tile  aentenoe  of  the  CoorUMaiw 
tiaL  It  was  not  the  only  one.  "  Many  drafia  of  tiiia  aen* 
tiHee  were  trkd/'  nya  Hnflin^  "  anioi%  the  rest,  themio  in 
question  ;  bnt  dter  we  hsd  a^ned  it^  we  doubted  {ahd  mUk 
geodreoMn)  wltiether  it  ^nte  n^itdar,  aady  ihereAire>  cioaed 
tbe  derk  make  ont  a  new  draughty  groanded  chiefly  on  a  re- 
port of  the  FriTy-Conndllor  Real,  and  ^  answers  of  tlta 
Vnate.  This  Second  draught  was  Hie  true  one>  and  ought 
alone  to  hare  been  preserved." 

This  Mcond  diteiq^t  has  been  preserTed^  and  aflbrds  a 
carious  speeimen  of  the  cobbling  and  trumping  up  which  iSak 
procedure  underwent^  in  hopes  it  might  be  rendered  fit  fot* 
pal^  inspection.  Notwithstanding  what  the  president  says 
was  inteoded^  tile  new  draught  contains  no  reference  to  ^ 
report  of  Sllee,  or  the  arguments  of  Real^  neither  of  whidi 
boidd  be  brought  into  evidence  against  the  Didce.  The  only 
OTiianoe  gainst  him^  was  his  owning  tb&  character  of  a  princfe 
of  th6  blood,  an  eneifky  by  birth,  and  upon  prin^pie,  to  the 
preseiit  goranment  of  france.  Hn  sole  actual  crime,  as  is  F 
allowed  by  Monsieur  Savary  himself,  consisted  in  his  bdng 
the  Duke  d'fingfaien ;  the'  sole  proof  was  his  own  avowal, 
without  which  it  was  pretended  the  Commisnoners  wouM 
not  have  found  him  guilty. 

T6  return  to  the  new  ^ught  of  this  sentence.  It  agrees 
V^tii  the  original  drau^t,  in  so  far  as  it  finds  the  Duke  guilty 
of  H»  criminal  acts  upon  a  diarge  which  only  accused  him  of 
Htm  But  there  is  a  wide  distinction  in  other  reqteots.  The 
new  draught,  though  designed  to  rest  (according  to  Hnllin'o 
aecOnlit)  upon  the  report  of  the  Privy-Coundllor  Real,  and 
tkm  anawnrs  of  the  Prince,  tidces  no  notice  of  dther.  It  dosa 
laake  an  attempt,  however,  to  fill  up  the  bbaks  of  the  first 
copy,  by  comUniug  tiie  soitaiiee  witii  three  eadstii^  lawa; 
10 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


Ixiy  APPBKDIX^      N0.  T^ 

htA  horn  fkt  ai^^lieftbie  to  the  cite  under  eonsicleratioii^  ^ 
reiderilieU  be  enabled  to  judge.  I 

Artiele  II.  Itt  Brumaire,  An.  y#  ETery  individual^  of  whaU 
tiwetnsk,  ^uaHty,  or  profteion,  ceuTlcted  of  bdi^  a  lipj  fete 
the  emmy,  ifaall  be  pnniihed  ivith  death.— 2%0  Duke  ^-i 
E$igkim  kadneUher  been  aecueedn^reoMfieted  o/Mnff  a  epg 
Jbr  the  enrnny. 

'  Artidel.  Every  plot  againat  the  republic  shall  be  puniih* 
ed  with  death.— >2n0re  woe  no  evidence  that  the  Duke^eae  am 
gagedincny pM;  hepoeiiUfely  denied itonhie ewamhrnitm. 

AitkiteU.  AUeenepiraciee  or  phte  tending  to  dUturbi^ 
wme,  by  ft  dvfl  war— to  arm  the  dtizena  i^ainst  each  othei^ 
or  agaiittt  lawful  au^Mity,  shall  be  punLdied  with  death. 
Here  0ie  same  want  of  evidence  apj^ice* 

Upon  the  wh^^  it  appears  that  the  law  ooold  ndther 
be  so  moulded  as  to  apply  to  die  evidence,  nor  the  evidence  so 
twisted  as  to  come  under  the  law, — the  judges  were  obliged 
to  suppress  the  one  or  the  other,  or  to  send  their  s^tenoe 
f((^&  with  a  manifest  contradiction  on  the  face  of  it.     '  ' '  » 

But  this  second  draught  of  the  sentence  was  so  far  confmni* 
ing  to  the  law,i2iat  it  vras  signed  by  the  Greffier  or  Clerk  ci 
Court,  whidi  was  not  the  case  widi  the  fnrmar.  It  was  also 
more  indulgent  towards  Ae  accused  ;  fcnr  the  order  finr  imme« 
diate  execution  waiEi  omitted,  and  its  ^ce  sillied  by  the 
fisUowing  detaSs. 

**  It  is  enjoined  to  the  Capitaine  Rappolrteiir  instantly  to 
cead  Che  present  judgment  to  the  condemned -pmov  in  pre* 
aence  of  the  guard  assembled  under  arms.  ^o' 

**  Ordered  that  the  President  and  the  Reporter  use  thehr  di- 
ligence according  to  the  l^^al  forms,  in  dispatching  coi^ea  of 
this  procedure  to  the  Minister  at  War,  the  Great  Judg^  Ml« 
Bister  of  Justice,  and  to  the  General  in  Chief,  Govermnr  of 
Paris." 

By  the  interposition  of  these  l^al  forms,  the  Commission- 
ers  unquestionably  desired  to  gain  some  time,  to  make  inte« 
rest  with  Buonaparte  that  he  might  not  carry  hia  cruel  pnr« 
pose  into  execution.    This  haa  been  ex^ined  by  the  Preai- 
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&mtG£i^  CMrt.Mkniil>  G«Bml  finlUD  MuiMlf^  w^t 
blind,  aged^  and  retired  fhmi  the  world,  found  himaetf  oUi^f 
^>  on  the  appemranee  of  Savary't  idndiiuition  of  his  shiie  mi 
tbe  mnrd^iir  of  the  Dae  d'Eng^neo,  to  come  forward^  not  to* 
Indicate  his  conduct^  but,  iHdk  ezj^essuig  his  remoKse  iam 
tile  share  he  really  had  in  die  tragedj,  to  transfer  th»  fda^r 
Cfpal  charge  to  the  lii^rior  officer,  who  was  present  diraig^ 
the  whble  trial,  to  ovtsrawe,  it  would  seem,  ifnd  to  eontroi  tb» 
C<mrt.    His  acconnt  is  in  these  words  :-*^  i 

'« Swcay  wtoit  (the  sentence)  signed,  when  I  began  a  kt4 
ter  to  Napoleon,  in  which  I^nveyed  to  him,  in  obedience  ta 
the  unil^tiiniob»  wish  of  the  Oooit,  the  decu:e  expressed  bj  ikm 
Prince  of  an  interview  wi^  the  First  Consul  j  and  farther,  t^ 
donjiure  the  First  Consul  to  remit  the  punishment,  which.th^ 
[^Verity  of  our  situation  did  not  permit  us  to  ekide«'  it  was«& 
1Mb  moment  that  a  man  interfered^Sayarj-y^^hohad  persists 
ed  in  remaining  in  th^  ooinrt-room,  and  Ivhom  I  should  name 
without  hesitation,  if  I  did  not  tecoUect  ihat,  even  in  atten^t^ 
ing  a  defence  for  myself,  it  does  not  become  me  to  accuse  ani* 
dUier.  ^  What  are  you  doing  there  ?'  said  this  person,  coming 
up  to  me.  *  I  am,'  I  replied,^  writing  to  the  First  Comuly 
to  convey  to  him  the  wish  <^  the  prisoner,  and  the  reoonw 
mendation  of  the  C'ourU'  '  You  have^  don^  your  business/ 
said  he,  taking  the  pen  out  of  my  hand,  '  and  what  follows 
is  mine.'  I  confess  that  I  tbouglit  at  the  moment,  and  so  did 
several  of  my  coUeSgues^  that  he  meant  to  say,.tibiit  die.ctfU- 
yeying  of  these  sentiments  to  the  First  Consul  was  his.busi^ 
ness.  His  answer,  thus  understood,  left  us  still  the  hope  thai 
the  recommendation  would  reach  the  Firpt  ConsuL  i  only 
recollect,  that  I  even  at  the  moment  felt  a  kind  of  vexatioB  at 
seeing  thus  taken  out  of  my  hands>  the  only  agreeable  eir« 
eumstance  of  the  painful  situation  in  which  I  was  pkced;  fn« 
deed,  how  could  we  imagine,  that  a  person  had  been  plaee^ 
about  us  with  an  order  to  vi(^ate  all  the  provimons  of  the  I|iw  h 
I  was  in  the  hall,  outside  the  council-^room,  convening  abeiit 
what  had  just  occurred.^  Several  knots  Of  peisons  had  got  i»« 
voi^  IX.  e 
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to  privi^te  eonTertatioti.  I  was  waiting  ibr  my  carriage^  wUch 
not  being  permitted  (any  more  than  those  of  the  other  mem« 
bers)  to  come  into  the  inner  eourt  of  the  castle^  delayed  my 
departure  and  theirs.  We  were  ourselves  shut  in^  and  could 
not  communicate  with  those  without^  when  an  explosion  took 
place*-a  terrible  sounds  which  struck  us  to  the  hearts^  and 
froze  them  with  terror  and  fright.  Yes^  I  swear,  in  the  name 
of  myself  and  my  colleagues^  that  this  execution  was  not  an* 
thorized  by  us ;  our  sentence  directed  that  copies  of  the  sen- 
tence should  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of  War,  the  Grand  Judge, 
and  the  General  Governor  of  Paris.  The  latter  alone  could, 
according  to  law,  direct  the  execution ;  the  cofaes  were  not 
yet  made ;  they  would  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
day.  On  my  return  to  Paris,  I  should  have  waited  on  the 
Governor— on  the  First  Consul ;  who  knows  what  might  have 
happened  ?— but  all  of  a  sudden,  this  terrifiic  explosion  in- 
formed us  that  the  Prince  was  no  more.  We  know  not  whe* 
tiler  he  [|Savary]]  who  thus^hurried  on  this  dreadful  execu*. 
taen,  had  orders  for  doing  so.  If  he  had  not,  he  alone  is  re-« 
spimsible ;  if  he  had,  the  Court,  which  knew  nothing  of  these 
ordtts,  which  itself  was  kept  in  confinement — the  Court, 
whose  last  resolution  was  in  favour  of  the  Prince,  could  nei^ 
ther  foresee  nor  prevent  the  catastrophe." 

EXECUTION. 

The  gallant  young  Prince,  therefore,  waa  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  on  no  evidence 
whatever,  excepting  that  he  was  a  son  of  the  house  of  Bour- 
bon, the  enemy,  by  his  birth,  of  the  temporary  Governor  of 
France,  but  his  public  and  declared  enemy,  who  had  never 
owed  duty  to  him,  and  who  had  not  been  taken  engaged  in 
any  active  proceedings  against  him.  The  descendant  of  the. 
great  Cond^  was  condemned  to  a  bloody  death,  by  a  Court, 
the  judges  of  which  were  themselves  prisoners,  at  the  hour 
whai  thieves  and  murderers  deal  with  their  victims,  upon  an 
unproved  accusation  tried  by  incompetent  judges^ 
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The  research  of  the  lawyer  must  go  beyoM  the  Prince's 
nameless  and  hloody  tomb  to  inquire  into  the  warrant  by  which 
he  was  consigned  to  it.  Was  it  by  virtue  of  the  first  or  of  the 
second  draught  of  that  sentence^  which  the  military  erudition 
found  so  much  difficulty  in  cobbling  up  into  the  form  of  a 
legal  sentence  ?  We  suppose  it  must  have  been  in  virtue  of 
^e^firat  draught,  because  that  commands  instant  execution. 
If  this  conjecture  is  allowed^  the  Due  d'Enghien  was  exe« 
cuted  in  virtue  of  a  document  totally  deficient  in  solemnity^ 
since  that  first  remains  blank  in  its  most  essential  parts^  and 
is  not  signed  by  the  Greffier  or  Clerk  of  Court— a  formality 
expressly  enjoined  by  law. 

If,  again,  we  suppose  that  the  second,  not  ihejirst  copy  of 
the  sentence,  was  the  warrant  made  use  of,  the  proceeding  to 
execution  will  be  found  not  less  illegal.  For  that  second 
draught,  though  it  exhibits  no  blanks,  and  is  signed  by 
the  Greffier,  and  is  so  far  more  formal  than  the  first,  gives 
no  authority  for  instant  execution  of  the  sentence.  On 
the  contrary,  it  enjoins  the  usual  legal  delays,  until  the 
copies  should  be  made  out  and  sent  to  the  various  officers 
of  state  mentioned  in  the  warrant  itself.  The  effiK^t  of 
this  delay  might  have  probably  been  the  saving  of  the  un- 
fortunate Prince's  life;  for  if  Paris  had  not  heard  of  his 
death  at  the  same  time  with  his  arrestment,  it  is  not  like<« 
ly  that  Buonaparte  would  have  braved  public  opinion,  by 
venturing  on  concluding  his  nocturnal  tragedy  by  a  daylight 
catastrophe.  But,  laying  that  consideration  aside,  it  is 
enough  for  a  lawyer  to  jMronounce,  that  such  sentence,  execu-* 
ted  in  a  manner  dlsconforming  from  its  warrant,  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a  murder  ;  for  as  such  are  construed  ia 
the  laws  of  every  civilized  country,  those  cases  in  which  the 
prompt  will  of  the  executioner  anticipates  the  warrant  of  the 
judge. 

GENERAL  VTEW  OF  THE  PAOCEDUAX. 

Looking  over  this  whole  procedure,  with  the  eyes  of  one 
accustomed  to  juridical  reasoning,  it  is  impomible  to  rem^t  the 
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cdnvictkn,  tfait  s  tndnof  teare  geoen  inconsistencieSy  pm^isM 
with  a  more  barefBoed  audacity,  or  for  a  worse  purpose^diMa- 
iMrt  stain  and  disjgraee  the  page  of  history.  The  artiest:  was  > 
against  the  kw  of  nations ;  the  coiistitntion  of  the  Court  was  ^ 
against  the  military  law ;  the  mode  of  conducting  the  trial  wia 
against  the  law  of  France;  the  sentence  was  contrary  to  the 
formft  of  every  cifiiizi^  nation;  the  executi<m  Was  aeontraTen- 
tion  dfthe  laws  of  God  and  nmn.  It  would  be  absurd^to  term- 
the  slaughter  of  the^Bue  d'Eughien  a  murder  committed  i)y  ? 
the  sword  of  justice,  unless  we  understand  Hogarih'a  parody 
of  that  aH^orieal  figure,  with  one  eye  open,  >ODe  scale  de« 
pressed  with  a  bribe,  and  a  butcher's  knife  iai  her  hand  in-*- 
8tca(l  of  the  even-swa^  sword. 


Having  endeavoured  to  trace  this  bloody  and  cruel  proceed* 
'  ing  in  a  legal  point  of  vlew^  we  must,  before  leaving  the  sub- 
ject, consider  what  apologies  have  been  set  up  against  the 
blade  diarge  which  arises  out  of  ike  details. 
'  The  first  of  these  screens  would  have  beea  doubly  conve- 
nient, providing  it  could  have  been  rendered  iJausible.  It 
amounted  to  the^transference  of  the  mere  active  part  of  the 
gnUt  finhn  Napoleon  himself  to  Talleyrand,  whom  it  would 
have  been  d^cious  revenge  to  have  overwhelmed  witb  the 
odium  of  a  crime  idddi  must  have  made  an  impassable  gulf 
between  tiie  Ex^mpmal  Minister  and  the  restored  royal  £a- 
mil^.  Napoleon  therefbrerepeatedly  hinted  and  ^expressed, 
that  the  measure  of  the  Due  d'Enghien's:  death  hadt  beea 
thrust  upon  him  by  the  advice  of  Talleyrand,  and  that,  without 
giving  themattar  due  consideration,  hebad  adopted  the  couase 
recommended  to  him.  It  was  afterwards  still  more  broa/dly^ 
averred,  that  Talleyrand  had  intercepted  a  letter  written  by 
the  Prince  from  Strasburgh,  begging  his  life,  and  offering  in 
gratefU  return,  toaerveNapdeqn  in  his  armies.  This  boon 
Napdeon  intimates  he  might  havegranted,  if  Talleyrand  had. 
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44iVeM  tlte  letter;  but  by isMmipiliag  it,  tbift  ■^^^nrrtH 
lMefbethe«ctii«limindereref:^ii]i£Mr^^  .. 

:  TlierewtwoBwdttQfegBgideoiigefqfyri 
according  to  thepresaraptive^  or  ihepositif  eanddtrocimdenof 
Uro^tin viippoitof it.  If welookatth^ fi^imer, w^/eamiot 
discern  the  sluidow  of  a  mddve  fviiy  Talk7aQd>  ho(«^9^ 
principled  wenuy  suppoaeiiiiB,  should  lunre  kdhis  iiiMl«r  jaiQ 
the  cdmmiadon  of  a  gpceat  and  odious  «riine»  of  whUl  be  WM 
Ukely  to  hare  the  whole  unpopularity  tiurown  upon  UmaeU^fio 
aoon  aait  should  be  foimd  too  heavy  for  hiapnndpaL  T^Uey* 
rand  was  a  politician;  but  so  i&r  as  we  hove  ever  beiypd^  pps*i 
sessed of  no  blood^tbirsty  disposition^ and.bciQghimself  do^ 
seendedfitmi  a  noblefamilyjwastiBlikflly^tosaythe  kipstyto 
urge  the  catastrophe  of  a  young  prince^  against  Fhom,  or  his 
fidnily^  he  is  nerer  bdieved  to  have  hsd  any  especial  enn^ty. 
Ott  die  other  hand^  if  we  suppose  him  guided  to  the  ateg  by 
Ibolish  and  nnsguided  seal  for  Buonaparte's  own  inteirest^  we 
traduce  Talleyrand's  mental  capacity  aamuch  in  the  one  case, 
as  we>8hould  do  his  natural  diiqposil^  in  the  oth^«  No  man 
knew  better  than  the  Frinee  of  B^i6fentuiii»  tiuit  power  is,  in 
'en%htened  nati<ms,  dependent  on  puHio  opipion^  apd  that  jthe 
blood  of  an  innocent  and  highospiiited  enemy  inic^  indeed 
Stain  his  master's  throne^  but  could  not  cement  its  basie.— » 
AgiMn>  jif  we  regard  the  spirit  diqidayed  by  the  Dwa  d'Enghie^ 
tipon  his  mock  trial,  vriien  hededared  he  would  not  recall  his 
avowed  enmity  to  theFrench^in  eonfmrmity  to  tjie  hints  thrown 
oat  by  the  Co/urt«martial|  how  is  it  possible  that  the  same  in^ 
dividual  can  be  supposed  capable  of  haviogy  two  days  before^ 
crouched  to  Buonaparte  fw  his  life ;  or  how  are  we  to  reconcile 
his  having  oiEbred  to  accept  service  under  the  First  Qpnsut, 
with  his  declaration  that  it  didi  ndt  become  a  Cond^  to  ante 
l^rance  save  witih  arms  in  his  hands?  We  must  sufqpcMe  him 
ki  madman^  if,  having  endeaTOured  to  creep  to  BoQmiparte's 
fiivour  by  the  means  of  submission,  he  should  have  asBumedaii 
air  of  contumacy  and  defiance  towards  the  judges  who  were 
to  report  his  conduct  on  his  trialito  the  First  ConsuL  The  ex|- 
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kteaee^  tlie  letter^  aid  thefki  of  its  bong  intercepted  by 
Talleyniid^  is,  therefore,  disproved  m  fisr  as  it  can  be>  both 
l^  Ae  character  of  the  alleged  writer,  and  of  the.  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affidrs. 

But^  further,  it  is  dii^roved  not  only  by  reasoning  a  priori, 
bot  directly  and  fhim  the  state  of  facts,  as  far  as  n^atiye  eyi- 
deuce  possibly  can  go.  The  whde  proceedings  against  the  Doc 
d'Enghien  took  place  under  the  councillor  of  state.  Real,  and 
was  managed  enturely  by  the  police ;  those  safe,  silent  agents, 
who  acted  by  impiediate  directions  from  the  supreme  head 
of  the  gorermnent,  like  the  mates  of  the  seraglio,  and  were  not 
Hable  te  the  control  of  any  subordinate  minister.  Talleyw 
rand  never  interfered,  nor  indeed  had  an  opportunity  of  in« 
teifering  in  it. 

It  was  an  officer  of  the  police  who  was  sent  to  inquire  into 
the  state  oi  things  at  Ettenheim;  and  his  rqport  was  made 
not  to  Talleyrand,  not  erea  to  his  proper  chief.  Real,— but 
to  Buonaparte  himself.    This  is  proved  by  Savar/s  own  nar« 
ivtive,  who  says  eicpressly,  thi^  '^the  first  inspector  of  the 
gendarmerie  received  the  report  firom  the  officer,  and  carried 
it  himself  to  the  First'Oonsul,  instead  of  giving  it  to  M.  Real*'* 
Hie  troops  employed  in  the  act  of  seiaing  the  Due  d'Eng^n, 
Were  also  gens-d^armes,  tbatispolicemen;  and  had  a  letter  been 
V^tten  by  &dr  prisoner  at  Strasburgh,  or  anywhere  else,  it 
would  certainly  have  gone,  like  the  report  above  mentioned,  to 
the  First  Consul,  and  not  to  Talleyrand  to  the  foreign  depart* 
ta&iU  9dfy,  There  is  a  sad,  but  minute  memorial  of  his  imprii 
sonment,  kept  by  the  Duke  as  a  sort  of  diary.  In  this  record  is 
iio  mention  of  his  having  written  such  a  letter.  Sdly,  As  the 
Baron  St  Jacques,  secretary  to  theunfortunate  Prince,  was  with 
his  master  eonstandy  until  the  Duke  was  taken  from  Stras« 
burgh,  he  was  in  a  situation  to  o£fer  aformal  testimony  against 
the  very  allegation  of  such  a  letter  having  been  written,  since 
^emust  have  become  acquainted  with  it,  if  it  had  any  real  ex« 
istence.  Uhly,  The  gens-d'armes  who  collected  the  Duke*s  few 
fapers,  andmadean  invent(»7  of  them,  would  not  have  faOeil 
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to  securo  kadi  a  doeament^  M,  m  we  laid  before,'  tbeie  had 
been  such  a  document  to  secure. 

For  all  ihesereasons^  the  story  of  the  suppressed  letter  must 
be  considered^  from  bc^ning  to  end,  as  an  absolute  fiction, 
invented  to  absohre  Napoleon  of  what  he  felt  was  generally 
considered  as  a  great  crime,  and  to  transfer  the  odium  to  Tal« 
^eyrand,  whose  acdve  offices  in  bdialf  of  ihe  royal  family,  hia 
former  master  could  ndther  forget  nor  forgive. 

But  the  story  of  the  letter  was  not  the  only  one  to  which 
Napoleon  had  recourse  to  qualify  the.  public  indignation, 
which  was  so  generally  directed  against  him  as  the  author  of 
this  unhappy  deed. 

In  the  examination  of  the  persons  who  were  arrested  on  ac« 
loount  of  accession  to  the  conspiracy  of  Fichegru  and  Georget, 
it  appeared,  according  to  a  very  apocryphal  statement  by  Na- 
poleon, that  a  person  occasionally  appened  among  the  ccm- 
wpmton,  of  noble  mien  and  distinguished  manners^  to  whom 
the  prindpal  conspirators  showed  such  symptoms  of  homage 
and  deference  as  are  paid  only  to  Princes.  '^He  appeared," 
lays  Savary, ''  36  years  of  age,  his  hair  was  fair,  his  forehead 
open,  of  a  middle  stature  and  dze.  When  he  entered  the 
apartment,  all  present,  even  Messrs  de  Polignac  and  de  Ri- 
•  viere,  rose  and  remained  standing  in  his  presence."  The  po* 
lice  conddered  who  this  mysterious  personage  could  be,  and 
agreed  it  must  be  the  Due  d'Enghien.  To  the  impresdon 
this  supposed  discovery  made  on  the  mind  of  the  First  Con- 
sul, was  to  be  imputed,  according  to  his  own  account  and 
General  Savary *s,  the  misdon  of  the  police  officer  to  Straa- 
burgh,  as  already  mentioned.  The  report  of  the  spy  con- 
cerning the  frequent  absences  of  the  Due  d'Enghien  from 
Ettenhdm,  was  held  suffident  to  identify  him  with  the  mys- 
terious stranger  at  Paris — the  resolution  to  kidnap  him  was 
formed  and  executed:  and  although  no  circumstances  oc- 
curred to  show  that  he  had  been  in  Paris,  or  to  identify  hkn 
with  the  incognito  above  alluded  to,  and  aldiough  they  w^e 
not  even  at  the  trouble  of  confronting  the  Duke  with  the  per- 
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nise  them  to  be  one  and  the  sofl^e ;  jet.be  waa  put  Jto  de«th,  we 
Mce  ofdled  ti{Km  to  bdkfv«i  iip<»9  |h^  ef imeti^ 
IwteftivliHiaidof  GepfgiB^CiB^iK^ 
fk«flea(eeaUlhe¥^rl4le8ti0ed8ttchiHr<^oi:^dire^eet  fl«rd« 
iy^  liMrevcrj  had  the  Pukebe^  huddle^  iatohiahloody  gnur^ 
^bBM  weare  told  H  waa  ciEKMyyerffd  Ant  theniTstedoiis  pcnoii* 
age  Booften  aUiidcd  to^  was  no  other  AaaPi«A^^;  imd  the 
ki»ia»ijf  Iceepliig  up  the  mistake  m  th^.Firat  CfHuul's  mind 
Jw  impttted  to  TaUeynaid>  who  ia  destined  to  be  the  bckj^ 
gp^tiinwrwj  jvm(m  of  Hie  stoiy^which  oom^firom  Napcrfeoii 
<Hr  his  favourers.  /  3 

.  We  submit  lh»t  no  authos  ei  ij;  imvel  or  romance^  niien 
^eompelle^  at  the  oonehision  of  his  tfld^^  toassignareasmifiv 
4}^  yar«9us  incid^^ts  which  hot  has  i^aced  befoie  the  redl^ 
sffSP  pressedinto  his  sernee  a  string  of  s^eh  improbable  and 
(iacCKiisistent  circumstances.  W$b  it  credible  that  a,  prinoe  of 
the  Uood,  si^posing  him  to  bave  T^tured  to  Paris  durii]^  die 
tonsulate^  anl  miniM.  with  a  baud  of  coniqmtors,  would 
hare  insisted  up<m«  or  would  have  permitted,  the  honours  of 
fais  rank>  and.  thus  have  betrayed  his  character  to  those  wl» 
4id  not  p»Kfesa  to  know.more  of  him  than  from  that  drcnin- 
Jtanceonly?  The  very  mention  ofa  line  of  conduct  so  ijnpr©^ 
bable,  ought  to  have  made  the  l^mid  suspected  at  the  v^y  oitft- 
.m^  Secondly,  How  could  amistake  posdibly  oo(mr:beti^ixt die 
person  of  the  Due  d'Knghien  and  that  of  General  Fichegru? 
Theformer  was  fair,  with  light-coloured  hair ;  the  ktter  was 
^rk,  with  a  higb-ooloured  oomiOestion,  and  dark  hair.  The 
Duke  was  alight  and  elegant  in  his  form  ,•  Pich^ru  was  stout- 
mad^  robust,  andathletic.  The  Princewas  but  just  turned  •£ 
.thirty  ;  Pich^^  was  forty  years  of  age  and  upwards.  There 
was  scaredy  a  p<»nt  <tf  wmilarity  between  them.  Thh»Qy, 
How  was  it  possible  for  those  circumstances  to  have  ooonr* 
red  which  occasioned  the  pretended  mistake  ?  Under  what 
imagmabk  character  was  Pichegru  to  have  commanded  the 
respects  paid  to  a  pdnce  of  the  blood,  and  ftat  not  only  ttom 
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liw  aooiir9eoij^>  bMlhim  Hkb-Mmlmsm  DeBiKgwie 
koiDe  Bifim>  wlio>  it  itf  proleaded^  itelnifand  WHoycned  in 
Mk  tmsfnoer?  -  Lttdj,  On  tiie  ipsimftiiicmt-lrii^  of  Ctovgei^ 
vlncii  was  pnblnhed  in  ibe  Monileiir^  thon^  MfofaT^f ids 
band  %ere  brong^t  to  bear  frifti»aB  againatbiaai  tiiere wasnb 
t!fidchci^  wbate¥er  of  royal  bonoun  betng  rdidcKd  ^&er  to 
bim  or  any  one  else.  Soflurt^iflH>kkgcnd«oeni8toba;?e 
been  unrentod,  €»  put  fbeio,  as  a  acrtai,  and  4  very  frail  one, 
WSnnd  ^faich  Napdeonmig^  -shelter  bkasrif.  It  is  em 
4ettt^  indbed,  even  by  bis  own  most  improbi^jk  aoconntythait 
if -ibe  Due  d'Engbien  died  in  coitequence  of  a  bhmder^  it  iras 
one  wbicb  a  moment's  consideiation  must  bate,  led  eitry  one 
toidoab^  and  ^bich  a  momentTs  inquiry  ivmildbaye  explain  • 
bd^^and  that  Napoleon's  crediiHty  can  only  be  imputed  to  bik 
determination  to  bedecored;  HowTsUeyxandeonldbaveoon^ 
tvtbdlei  torit,  ia  not  intimated^  but  General  Sartoy  inforaa 
■s  diat  tbe  Consul  exdaimed^"^  Ab !  ^vrdCdied  CMleytand, 
wbatbast  tbou  made  me  do !"  Tbiaapottropbe^  if  made  at  aU^ 
snnst'bave  been  intended  to  support  a  fbture  charge i^nst 
bisministei^;  for  as  to  being  led  by  tbe  Hose  by  Tidleyrandy 
ki  a  mattei^  where  bis  own  paJBsions  were  so  deeply  interested^ 
H  -is  totally  inconsistent  with  all  that  is  r^rd^  of  NapoU 
lei»>  as  well  ^  with  die  cbarMter^  and  even  the  private  in»- 
ierest,  of  bis  minister. 

After  tb£i  tedtons  dissertation,  tbe  reader  may  perhaps  do* 
aire  to  know  die  real  cause  of  die  extraordinary  outrage. 
Napoleon's  interest  seemediio  way,'  or  very  siigfady  eoi»» 
«amed,  as  the  suflferer  was,  of  all  die  Bourbon  fmsSij,  tbe 
fotbest  removed  from  tbe  Accession  to  the  dirone.  Thb 
odiuih  whieb  die  deed  was  to  oecasbii,  without  any  oorr»i 
:iqp6nding  adrantage,  was^  it  migbt  hkve  Beem6d>  to  the  politic 
and  caleulatittg  spirit  v^ich  Napdebn  usually  evinced,  a 
sitfeient  reason  for  averting  an  unnecessary  outrage;  nor 
was  bis  temper  by  any  means  of  that  ferodons  quality  which 
takes  delight  in  oauang  misery,  or  in  shedding  blood. 

.AU  ibeqe  diingst  admitted,  we  m^t  remind  our  readerf, 
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tbaty  uNtpolean  wis  calm  and  moderate  by  pottey>  1m  wit 
aba  bj  tempei«mcnt  fierce  and  ardeni,  and  Jbad  In  his  blood 
s  strain  of  the  wild  and  revengefdl  dispodtbn,  for  wbidi  his 
native  Corsica  has  been  ftmoas  since  ihe  days  of  the  aneient& 
The  temptation  was  strong  on  the  present  occasion.  He  felt 
himself  exposed  to  the  danger  of  assassinatioD,  to  which  his 
nerres  seem  to  have  been  peeoliarly  sensible;  he  knew  that 
the  blow  would  be  aimed  by  the  partisans  of  the  RoyalFamily; 
and  he  suspected  that  they  were  ^couraged  by  the  exiled 
princes.  In  such  a  case,  what  is  &e  principle  of  the  savage 
state,  or  that  wldch  approaches  next  to  it  ?  A  North  Ame* 
rican  Indian,  injured  by  one  white  trader  who  escapes  his 
vrageance,  retaliates  on  ihe  first  European  who  falls  within 
his  power.  A  Scotch  Highlandar,  wronged  by  an  individual 
•of  another  dan,  took  vengeance  on  the  first  of  the  sept 
whidi  he  happened  to  meet.  The  Corsicans  are  not  kis 
jruthless  and  indiscriminate  in  iheir  feuds,  whidi  go  from 
father  to  son,  and  affbct  the  whole  family,  without  the  re- 
sentment being  confined  to  the  particular  persons  who  have 
done  the  wrong.  Upon  this  prindple  the  First  Consul  seems 
to  have  acted,  when,  concdving  his  life  aimed  at  by  the 
friends  of  the  Bgurbons,  he  sprung  like  a  tiger  at  the  only 
one  of  tibe  family  who  was  within  his  reach  and  his  power. 
The  law  of  naticms  and  those  of  sodety  were  alike  forgotten 
in  ihe  thirst  of  revenge ;  and,  to  gratify  an  immediate  feeling 
of  vengeance,  he  stained  his  history  with  a  crime  of  which  no 
time  can  wadi  away  the  infamy. 

The  tmdency  to  violence,  arising  out  of  a  fierce  and  semi« 
barbaric  resentment  and  love  of  revenge,  might  perhaps  have 
shown  itself  in  more  instances  than  actually  occurred,  had  it 
not  been  for  Napoleon's  policy,  and  his  respect  fcnr  public 
opinion,  whidi  would  not  have  borne  many  such  acts  ctf 
vindictive  cruelty.  But  though  he  was  able  in  general  to  sab* 
due  this  peculiar  temper,  he  could  not  disguise  it  fiom  timee 
by  whom  he  was  dosdy  observed.  When  some  one,  in  the 
presence  of  Mounier,  pronounced  a  eul^gium  upon  Napo^ 
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Iecm>  and  oQ^duded  bj  defying  any  «f  tiM  liiteiiera  lo  pvodtto^ 
a  parallel  character— '^  I  think  I  eonld  find  amnething  like 
him/' said  Mourner^  ^' am0ng  ihe  MmUen^rim." 


No.  VL 

Fotume  FILpage  98. 

REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  NAPOLEON 
TOWARDS  THE  PRINCE  ROYAL  OF  SWEDEN. 

(  Translated  from  the  original  French,) 

It  was  Napoleon  himself^  who^  by  his  insupportable  pre-i 
tensions^  forced  Sweden  to  take  a  part  in  opposition  to  him. 
From  the  period  of  the  election  of  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Conpo, 
the  only  discussions  the  Prince  had  with  the  Empomr  con- 
sisted in  refusals^  on  the  Prince's  part,  to  enter  into  engage- 
ments  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  nation  who  had  chosen 
liim  to  be  her  ruler. 

When  the  first  overtures  respecd^  his  electkm  in  Sweden 
were  made  to  him  by  a  Swedish  noblenian,  and  by  General 
Count  de  Wrede,  he  went  immediately  to  St  Cloud,  to  in- 
form the  Emperor,  who  said  to  him  :— 

**  I  cannot  be  of  any  use  to  you— >let  things  take  their 
course,"  &c. 

The  Prince  went  to  Plombik^s.    At  his  return,  he  paid 
liis  respects  to  the  Emperor,  who,  addressing  him  in  presence 
of  a  good  many  persons,  asked  if  he  had  lately  had  any  news 
from  Sweden. 
'^  Yes,  Sire." 

*'  What  do  they  say  ?"  replied  the  Emperw. 
^'  That  your  Majesty's  ehargi  d'affaires  at  Stockholm  op- 
poses my  election,  and  says  publicly,  that  your  Majesty  pre- 
iext  the  King  of  Denmark." 
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The  En^^oor  tmweted  with  fiurprise^  '^  It  is  not  po6s»- 
Jile ;"  and  changied  the  sulject. 

It  was^  .hawever^  in  consegnence  of  secret  ^tnictbns 
given  to  M.  D^saguien^  that  he  had  presented  a  note  in  fii- 
Your  of  the  King  of  Denmark ;  but  Napoleon^  in  order  not 
to  commit  himself  in  an  affair  of  such  delicacy,  and  in  which 
a  check  would  have  been  a  proof  of  the  decline  of  his  politi- 
cal aacendency,  disavowed  the  conduct  of  M.  Desaguiers. 

When  this  agent  was  recalled  a  short  time  afterwards,  the 
Due  de  Cadore  frankly  confessed  to  M.  de  Lagerbjelke,  the 
,^wediah  minister  at  Baris, ''  that  Ihey  had  sacrificed  an  inwh 
cent  person." 

The  Emperor  had  expressed  himself  in  the  most  friendly 
manner  to  King  Charles  XIIL,  as  well  as  to  the  Prince  of 
-Fonte  Corvo,  consenting  th^t  the  Prince  should  accept  the 
.  aucceBsioii  to  the  U^roue  of  Sweden.  The  act  of  electiim  had 
^lieea  piiibUshjed  in  the  Moniteur,  and  ten  days  had  elapsed 
,-without  the  Eipp^rqr's  having  said  anything  about  the 
-Pxince^Koyal's  departure.  Having  finished  the  prepaiationa 
SofL  his  joiimey>  and  sedng  that  the  Emperor  still  remuned 
silent  on  the  subject,  the  Prince  determined  to  apply  to  him 
for  letteis-patent>  emancipating  him  (the  Prince)  from  his 
allegiancet 

.  To  this  formal  application,  the  Emperor  replied,  that  the 
expediting  of  these  lettjers  had  been  retarded  only  by  the  pro- 
^oiial  made  by  a  poember  of  the  privy-council,  of  a  preliminary 
condition. — ^*  What  is  it  ?*'  said  the  Prince. — "  It  is,  that  yc^ 
are  to  come  under  an  engagement  never  to  bear  arms  against 
mo."  The  Prince-Royal,  greatly  surprised,  answered,  that  his 
dection  by  the  Djlet  of  Sweden,  and  the  consent  to  it  already 
given  by  the  Emperor,  both  to  liiidself  and  to  King  Charles 
XIII.,  had  already  made  him  a  Swedish  subject ;  and  that, 
in  that  quality,  he  could  not  si^Jbsmbe  this  engagement.^ 
**'  Your  Miyasty  tells  me^'  added  he,  ''that  this  is  the 


»  Here  the  Emperor  frowned,  and  appeared  embarrassed. 
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pn^^KMsal  of  a  memfadrof  the  coundl.^  I  am  very  «ue  it  neret 
couM  liave  come  from  ydurself.  Sire;  it  must  have  o6m^ 
from  the  Arch-Chancellor^  or  the  Grand  Judge,  who  wer« 
not  aware  to  what  a  height  this  proposalwould  raise  ma*'— 
*'  What  da  you  mean?'! — **  If  you  prevent  me  from  accept-: 
ing  a  crewn^  unless  I  come  under  an  engagement  never  to 
fight  against  you,  Sire, — is  not  this,  in  fact,  placing  me  in  fata 
line  as  a  general  ?" 

The  Emperor,  after  a  moment's  reflecdon,  said  to  him,  in 
a  suppressed  voice,  and  with  a  gesture  which  betrayefl  his 
agitation:— 

'^  Well,  go ;— our  destinies  are  ahout  to  be  acoompMshed.** 

-  '*  I  b^  your  pardon.  Sire,  I  did  not  hear  you  rightly.*' 
"Go ;— K)ur  destinies  are  about  to  be  aajomplished,"  r©i 

peated  the  Emperor,  in  a  more  distinct,  but  equally'agitated 
voice. 

When  the  report  first  became  current  that  there  was  an  in* 
tentioa  in  Sweden  to  elect  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo  Prince 
Royal,  Maresdial  Davoust,  thinking  to  please  his  master,  iaid, 
in  the  Emperw's  chamber:—'*  The  Prince  of  Ponte  Corv6 
suspects  nothing."  This  piece  of  irony  made  Napoleon  smile. 
He  answered  in  a  low  voice, — "  he  is  not  yet  elected." 

The  Prince,  who  till  then  had  been  very  undecided,  iniU 
mated,  that  if  the  King  and  the  States  of  Sweden  fixed  thdr 
choice  on  him,  he  should  accept. 

-  During  this  interval.  Napoleon,  constantly  wishing  to  pre- 
vent him  from  becoming  heir  to  the  throne  of  Sweden,  sai3 
to  him  one  day :— "  You  will  probably  be  called  to  S#eden. 
I  had  formed  the  design  of  giving  you  Arragon  and'Cata*- 
lonia;  for  Spain  is  too  great  a  country  for  my  brother's 
strength  of  capacity." 

The  Prince  made  no  reply.  For  a  considerable  time  blu^, 
not  wishing  to  be  an  object  of  inquietude  to  government,  he 
had  been  considering  what  means  he  should  use  to  gain  Na- 
poleon's confidence.    The  greatness  of  France,  jhe  victories 
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gained  by  har  armies^  and  the  eclat  which  they  reflected 
upon  the  commander^  imposed  on  the  Prince  the  duty  of  not 
endeavouring  to  emulate  the  power  of  the  Emperor. 
~  f  n  his  conversations  with  Napoleon,  he  endeavoured  to  do 
away  the  impressiona  which  the  Emperor  entertained  against 
him.  For  this  purpose  he  took  general  views,  spoke  of  the 
interests  of  great  states — of  the  fortunes  of  men  who  had 
astonished  the  world  by  their  successes,  of  the  difficulties 
and  obstad^s  which  these  men  had  had  to  surmount ;  and 
finally,  of  the  public  tranquillity  and  happiness  which  had 
been  the  result  of  these  circumstances,  from  the  moment  that 
Beeondary  interests  had  been  satisfied. 

The  Emperor  listened  attentively,  and*  seemed  almost  al« 
ways  to  applaud  the  principles  of  stability  and  preservation 
which  the  Prince  enlarged  upon.  At  times,  when  the  latter 
reminded  the  Emperor  of  the  immensity  of  the  means  of  re- 
compense which  he  had  at  his  disposal.  Napoleon,  strudc  by 
what  he  sard,  held  out  his  hand  to  him  affectionatdy,  when 
they  separated,  and  seemed,  by  his  manner,  to  say  to  him,— 
'*  Reckon  always  upon  my  friendship  and  support" 

The  Prince  used  to  return  from  these  conversations,  think* 
ing  himself  no  longer  an  object  of  suspicion  to  the  Emperor, 
fie  expressed  this  belief  to  the  members  of  Napoleon's  fa« 
mOy,  in  order  that  they,  in  their  turn,  might  assure  the  Em« 
peror,  that  as  the  Prince  went  entirely  into  his  system,  both 
from  duty  and  from  interest,  any  mistrust  of  him  should  be 
laid  aside. 

There  were  individuals  of  Napoleon's  family,  on  those 
occasions,  who  smiled  at  the  Prince's  simplicity,  and  told 
him  what  the  Emperor  had  said  the  evening  before,  imme- 
diately after  the  conversation  the  Prince  and  he  had  had 
together ;  and  all  that  the  Emperor  said  bore  marks  of  the 
greatest  insincerity,  and  of  an  ill-will  constantly  found- 
ed on  his  ideas  of  the  extravagant  ambition  of  the  Prince. 
This  ill-will  seemed  to  be  mitigated,  when  the  time  came 
for  the  Prince's  departure  for  Sweden.    One  of  his  frienda 
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was  in  high  favour  with  Napoleon.  On  the  very  day  the 
Prince  departed^  Napoleon,  seeing  this  friend  come  in,  went 
up  to  him  and  said : — '^  Well !  does  not  the  Prince  regret 
France?"—"  Yes,  undoubtedly."—"  And  I,  for  my  part^ 
^ould  have  been  very  gkd  if  he  had  not  accepted  the  invi* 
tation ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it—*"  And  then  checking 
himself, — "  Besides,  he  does  not  love  me." 

On  its  being  answered,  that  Napoleon  was  mistaken,  and 
that  Uie  Prince  had  clK>sen  his  party,  and  had  been  frank* 
ly  and  cordially  attadied  to  him  for  a  long  time  past,  the 
Emperor  replied,— 

"  We  have  not  understood  each  other :  now  it  is  too  late  : . 
he  has  his  own  int^ests,  his  own  policy^  and  I  have  mine." 

Napoleon  had  acquiesced  in  the  reasons  given  him  by  the 
Prince,  for  his  refusal  to  engage  not  to  take  arms  against  him.  | 
He  saw  very  well  that  he  ought  to  have  expected  such  a  re« 
fttsal,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  have  exposed  himself  to  it.  He 
had  even  endeavoured  to  efl&ce  any  painful  impression  which 
his  proposal  had  made  on  the  Prince,  by  making  him  the 
most  friendly  promises  of  an  indemnity  of  two  millions  for 
the  cession  of  his  principality  of  Ponte  Corvo,  and  his  pos<« 
sessions  in  Poland,  and  leaving  him  all  the  others  in  proper* 
ty.*  He  had,  beside^  permitted  him  to  take  with  him  all 
his  aides-de-camp. 

The  Prince  knew  not  what  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  Em« 
peror's  thoughts,  but  when  he  left  him  he  was  full  of  confi* 
dence  in  him ;  and  Napoleon  had  no  just  motive  for  imputing 
to  him  any  designs  hostile  to  his  interest,  and  still  less  to  the 
interest  of  France.  This  illusion,  on  the  part  of  the  Prince^ 
was  of  short  duration.  The  reception  he  met  with  in  all  the 
places  he  passed  through,  and  particularly  when  he  arrived  in 
.  Sweden, — ;the  speeches  addressed  to  him,  and  the  answers  he 


*  The  Prince  nerer  received  more  than  one  million  of  the  t^vo  which  had4)een 
promised  him. 
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ihadey-^ancbntribHted  to  displease  the  Emperor.  It' seemed 
to  him  as  if  the  Prince  attracted  some  ^are  of  that  generaT 
att^ttion  which  should  have  been  fixed  on  him  alone.  The 
patriotic  sentiments  expressed  hf  the  speakers  of  the  four  or- 
dersy-wore  no  more  to  hia  taste  than  those  of  the  Prince  in  his 
answers.  He  and  the  Swedes  were  equally  the  objects  of  the 
Emperor's  sarcasms^  and  even  of  his  insults :  he  treated  them 
as  Jacobins^  as  anarchists;  and  it  was  chiefly  against  the 
Prince  that  these  attacks  were  lerdled.  To  show  the  Prince 
Uh  'displeasure^  he  annulled  all  the  promises  he  had  mad^ 
him ;  and  took  from  him  all  the  lands  with  which  he  had^«i«L 
dowed  him^  and  which  he  re-tmited  to  His  own  domains.  He 
recalled  all  the  Prince-Royal's  French  aides-de-camp.  '  It* 
was  in  vain  that  &e  Prince^  in  his  correspondence,  tried  to 
appease  him^  by  wri^g^  among  others^  the  following  let* 
tter:-i- 

'^  At  the  moment  when  I  was  going  to  address  my  thanks  to 
your  Majesty,  for  your  goodness  in  extending  for  a  year  the' 
leave  granted  to  &e  French  officers  who  have  accompanied  me 
t6  Sweden,  I  am  informed  that  your  Majesty  has  retracted  that 
favour.  This  unexpected  disappointment,  and,  indeed,  every* 
tiling  that  reaches  me  from  Paris,  makes  me  sensible  that  youp' 
Majesty  is  not  well  disposed  towards  me.  What  have  I  done^ 
Sire,  to  deserve  this  treatment  ?  I  suppose  tiiat  calumny  alone 
has  been  the  cause  of  it.  In  the  new  situation  in  which  Fortaiu( 
has  placed  me,  I  ^ould  doubtless  be  more  exposed  to  it  than 
ever,  were  I  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  a  defender  in  your 
Mi^esty's  own  heart.  Whatever  may  be  said  to  you,  Sire>  t 
beseedi  you  to  believe  that  I  have  nothing  to  reproach  my- 
self with,  and  that  I  am  entirely  devoted  to  your  person, 
not  merely  through  iSbe  strength  <^  my  old  assodatioB^  but 
from  a  sentiment  that  is  unalterable.  If  things  are  not  con- 
ducted  in  Sweden  entirely  according  to  your  Majesty's  wish, 
this  is  solely  owing  to  the  Constitn  tion.  To  infringe  Uiis  Con- 
stitution is  not  in  the  power  of  the  King^  and  still  less  in  mine. 
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Thaw  «Bt  Hfll  kera  niiiy  pwlaeiikr  iiitenitft  l»  bt  Mltad 
doWB  in  the  grett  national  crudUe^^-fimr  otden  of  the  mu 
to  be  tied  up  in  one  bnndle,«^*«nd  it  is  only  bj  meant  of  very 
prudent  and  measmred  conduct,  that  I  can  h<^  to  alt  one 
day  on  the  throne  of  Sweden.  AaM.  Gentil  de  St  Alphpnao, 
my  aide^do^camp,  retnma  to  France  in  eoi^oraity  to  yonr 
Miyesty's  orders,  I  make  him  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  Your 
ICi^eaty  may  question  him ;  he  has  seen  every  tyng ;  let 
him  tdl  your  liiges^  the  truth.  You  will  see  in  what  a 
aituation  I  am  placed,  and  how  many  measures  I  have  to 
keep*  He  will  toll  your  Mi^ty  whether  or  not  1  am  att« 
xious  to  pleaae  y«u,  and  if  I  am  not  here  in  a  state  of  eoniU 
waal  tiwment  between  the  pain  of  dispkasing  you  and  my  new 
duties. 

"  Sire,  your  Mi^|csty  has  grieved  me  by  withdrawing  tttm 
me  the  officers  whom  you  had  granted  me  for  a  year.  Since 
yon  command  it,  I  send  them  back  to  France.  Perhaps  yoor 
Magesty  will  be  inclined  to  alter  your  decision ;  in  which 
case,  I  beg  that  you  yourself  will  fix  the  number  that  yoa 
may  think  proper  to  send  me.  I  shall  recdvo  them  ham  you 
wiUi  gratitude.  If,  on  the  contrary,  your  Migesty  retains 
them  in  France,  I  reoommend  them  to  your  goodness.  They 
have  always  served  with  distinction,  and  have  had  no  shaft 
in  the  rewards  which  were  distributed  after  the  last  c«m« 
psigp." 

Napoleon's  ill  hmnomr  against  the  Prince  changed  toposi* 
tive  resentment.  He  repented  that  he  had  agreed  to  his 
going,  and  he  made  no  secret  of  it ;  for  he  went  the  length 
of  saying,  before  his  courtiers, — ^^  That  Ke  had  a  mind  to 
make  kirn  finish  his  oouno  of  the  Swedish  kngnagf>  at  Vin^ 
oennes." 

While  the  Prince  refused  to  belieye  the  infbrmi^tion,  whick 
he  had  received  from  the  Tuilkrics,  of  sudi  « thKMt  at  thii^ 
Napoleon  was  aetudly  thinking  of  putting  it  in  execu- 
tion, and  of  repeating,  upon  bun,  the  capture  of  the  Due 
d'Enghien.    The  Prtnee  at  last  wn»  oonvifievd  of  the  truth 
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of  wliai  he  had  heard,  by  l^diBoovery  of  a  plot  Ibmied  hj 
Napoleon's  agents,  £<»:  seudng  him  in  the  neigfabonrhood  of 
M(HH^9  aind  carrying  him  on  board  a  veiBel  which  they  had  in 
readiness.  The  attempt  failed  through  a  mere  accident. 
The  conspirators,  all  foreigners  but  one,  thooght  themaelyet 
discovered ;  they  instantly  embarked,  and  sailed  in  the  night^ 
This  conduct,  odious  as  it  was,  made  no  change  in  the 
disposition  of  the  Prince  towards  Napoleon.  He  hxked 
upon  it  as  the  efiect  of  intrigues  formed  by  the  personal  ene- 
syles  (^  both,  and  by  enemies  of  France.  He  saw  nothing 
in  it,  besides,  but  a  degree  of  personal  animosity,  which  might 
pass  away,  and  which  ought  to  have  no  influence  on  the  po:- 
Utical  determinations  of  Sweden.  But  Napoleon,  listenii^ 
to  nothing  but  his  hatred,  knowing  that  the  Prince,  being 
aware  of  his  dedgns,  would,  now  be  on  his  guard,  and  haying  ^ 
no  longer  any  hope  of  surprising  him,  desired  to  place  the 
Prince  in  open  hostility  to  him.  He  took  the  surest  method 
to  accomplish  this  object  by  seizing  Poraerania,  because  he 
thought  that  this  insulting  violation  of  public  faith  would 
force  the  Prince-Royal  to  revenge  the  affront  put  upon  Swe- 
den, but  at  bottom  directed  against  the  Prince  personally.  In 
order  to  leave  no  room  fw  doubt  on  this  subject,  the  Emperor 
had  given  orders  that  the  invasion  should  take  place  on  die 
Sath  of  January,  the  Prince-Royal's  birth-day ;  but  this  re- 
finement, so  much  in  character,  was  thrown  away ;  for  the 


1  lf.deSaIaiar,f6nnerlyaide4e-eimptot]ieDiik0ofR«gttM,irfaoliadqu^ 
ted  ttie  teryice,  and  letired  into  England,  was  one  of  tbose  who  gave  inlbnnatkin 
fiipeeting  a  iilan  fonned  in  France  to  cany  off  the  Piince-Roxal.  He  made  a 
full  conuaunication  on  this  lutjlect  to  an  iUustrioot  penonage  In  England,  aad 
to  Baron  de  Rehauaen,  the  Swedish  Minister  at  London,  who  immediatdy  m- 
Ibnned  Count  d'Engestrom  of  what  had  been  revealed  by  M.  de  Salaar,  aa  to 
the  plots^wliiefa  Napoleon  was  laying  agamst  the  personal  safety  of  the  Vttiket, 
In  order  to  facilitate  these  communications.  Baron  de  Rehaustn  was  instructed 
to  fUmlsh  M.  de.Salaxar  with  money  to  enable  him  to  go  to  Sweden.  He  aixi. 
▼ed  at  Otftoto  during  the  Diet  of  1812,  and  was  admitted  to  some  priyate  nudi- 
imceb.  itt>whieh  he  repeated  to  the  Prince  the  declarations  which*  he  had  previ- 
ou«ly  made  to  Baron  de  Rcfaausenand  Count  d'Bngestromr 
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iiiTMioD  comid  not  be  carried  into  e£^t  tfll  the  morning  of 
the  27th. » 

The  news  of  this  invasion  did  not  reach  Stockholm  till  the 
11th  of  February.  The, Prince  imhiediately  wrote  the  Em- 
peror the  following  letter:— 

'^  The  accounts^  which  have  just  arrived^  inform  me  that 
a  division  of  the  arm  j  under  the  <»rders  of  the  Prince  of  Eck- 
muhl,  has  invaded  the  territory  of  Swedish  Pomerania,  in  the 
night  between  the  26th  and  27th  of  January  ;  that  this  divi- 
sion has  continued  its  march^  entered  the  capital  of  the  duchy^ 
and  taken  possession  of  the  island  of  Rugen.  The  King  ex- 
pects that  your  Majesty  will  explain  the  reasons  which  have 
led  you  to  act  in  a  manner  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
fidth  of  existing  treaties.  My  former  connexion  with  your 
Majesty  authorizes  me  to  beseech  you  to  explain  your  mo- 
tives without  delay^  in  order  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  give 
the  King  my  opinion  as  to  the  future  policy  which  ought  to 
be  adopted  by  Sweden.  This  gratuitous  outrage  committed 
against  Sweden  is  deeply  felt  by  the  people^  and  doubly  so,. 
Sire,  by  me,  who  am  intrusted  with  the  honour  of  defending 
them.  If  I  have  contributed  to  the  triumphs  of  France ;  if 
I  have  uniformly  wished  to  see  her  respected  and  happy,  it 
never  could  enter  into  my  thoughts  to  sacrifice  the  interests, 
the  honour,  and  the  national  independence  of  the  country 
which  has  adopted  me.  Your  Mijesty,  so  good  a  judge  of 
what  is  right  in  the  case  which  has  happened,  has  already 
penetrated  my  resolution.  Though  not  jealous  of.  the  gbry 
and  power  by  which  you  are  surrounded.  Sire,  I  am  extremely 
sensible  to  the  disgrace  of  being  looked  upon  as  a  vassaL 
Your  Majesty  rules  the  greater  part  of  Europe;  but  your 
dominion  does  not  extend  to  the  country  to  whose  govern- 
ment I  have  been  called.  My  ambition  is  limited  to  her  de- 
fence ;  which  I  look  upon  as  the  lot  assigned  me  by  Proviy* 


1  It  was  from  a  similar  motire  that  the  Prince-Royal  opened  the  ports  of  Swe- 
aen  to  all  nations  on  the  1^  August,  181S*  Mapoleonfs  Wrth-day,  and  that  «ke 
peace  with  England  was  signed  at  the  same  thne. 
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dentie.  The  eibct  produced  on  the  people  by  tlie  icmttioii 
which  I  now  complain  of,  may  have  incalculable  con8eqneii<* 
tt§;  and  though  I  am  not  a  Coriolanus^  nor  command  Vol- 
wdMta,  I  hate  a  go6d  enough  opinion  of  the  Swedes  to  assure 
you.  Sire,  that  they  are  capable  of  daring  and  undertaking 
eyerything,  to  revenge  afih>nt8  which  they  have  not  provoked, 
and  to  preserve  rights  to  which  they  are  probably  as  much 
attached  as  to  dieir  existence/' 

When  the  Bmperor  received  this  letter,  it  was  observed 
diat  he  ibamed  with  rage,  and  cried,  **  Submit  to  your  de- 
gradation, or  die  trlth  arms  in  your  hands  !* 

niis,  indeed,  was  the  only  alternative  which  he  wished  to 
Issve  the  Prince ;  knowing  very  wdl  what  part  would  be  ta- 
ken by  a  man  whom  he  himself  had  called,  '^  A  Frendi 
head,  with  the  heart  of  a  Roman." 

There  was  no  receding.  The  Prince  declared  to  the  ^ng 
of  England  and  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  that  he  was  at  war 
with  Napoleon ;  and  wrote  the  Emperor  Alexander  the  foU 
towing  letter,  dated  fhttn  Stockholm,  the  7th  of  March,  1819 : 

'^TIm  occupation  cfi  Swedish  Pomerania  by  the  Frendi 
troops,  induces  the  King  to  dii^atcb  Count  de  Lowenhjelm, 
his  aide-de-camp,  to  your  Imperial  Majesty.  This  oflScer, 
who  eigoys  the  entire  confidence  of  his  sovereign,  has  it  in 
ditrge  to  acquaint  your  Majesty  with  the  motives  which  have 
served  as  a  pretext  for  an  invasion  so  diametrically  in  oppo- 
sHIoQ  to  the  subsisting  treaties. 

**  The  successive  annexation  of  the  coasts  of  the  Mediter- 
i«Mftn,  of  Holland,  and  of  the  Baltic,  and  the  suljugation  of 
ib»  interior  of  Germany,  must  have  pointed  out,  even  to  the 
katt  dear-sighted  Princes,  that  ^e  laws  of  nations  being 
thrown  aside,  were  giving  way  to  a  system,  which,  destroying 
•very  kind  of  equilibrium,  would  unite  a  number  of  nations 
under  the  govenmient  of  a  single  chief; — the  tributtfy  mo- 
nardi^  terrified  at  this  omstantly  increanng  dominioD,  are 
vailing  in  constenMtios  ftr  the  deytkfpmnmt  of  thk  rm&t 
plan. 
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mroed  0wai4i  your  Milietty ;  thef  «K  already  ratiei  t^ 
,£yure,  wiUi  o^ifidenoe  anil  hope ;  Imt  iu£fer  me  to  obaenre  U^ 
joxxt  Migeitjy  that  in  all  the  •uoeeeaes  of  life>  there  is  nothing 
1^  the  magical  effbct  of  the  fint  initant ;— «o  long  as  its  in** 
fluenee  lasts,  everything  depends  on  him  who  chooses  to  act* 
Minds  struck  with  astonidbLn»nt  are  inoapaUe  of  reflection  ; 
end  everything  yields  to  the  impulse  of  the  oharm  which  they 
few,  or  hy  which  they  are  attracted* 

**  J3e  plessed.  Sire,  to  receive  with  favour  the  exprsadon  of 
my  gmtitude  for  the  sentiments  which  your  M^'esty  has  ts»» 
tided  towards  me.  If  I  have  still  any  wish  to  form,  it  is  Ibr 
the  continuation  of  a  happiness,  of  which  I  shall  always  ht 
worthy,  in  consequence  of  the  value  which  I  attadi  to  it»" 

It  waa  not,  then,  the  Emperor  of  Russia  who  prevailed  up* 
on  Sweden  to  take  jsg  stbm  against  Napoleon.-— It  was  him- 
self—himself  aIone/*-who  irredstibly  compelled  the  Prince 
to  throw  himself  among  his  enemies.  In  doing  so,  the  Prinoe 
merely  did  what  Napoleon  desired ;  and  the  latter  wished 
it,  because,  Sweden  having  given  hhxt  no  motive  fcft  directly 
attacking  her,  he  saw  no  other  way  of  regaining  Ihe  mastery 
of  the  Prince's  fortunes,  but  by  placing  him  among  the  num* 
ber  of  his  enemies,  iHmm  he  looked  upon  m  iJready  con- 
quered>  without  suspecting  that  be  was  going  to  foice  them 
at  last  to  eonqner  himadf. 

Meanwhile,  still  wislung  to  deceive  the  Prinoe,  he  made 
proposals  to  him*  The  Prince  aasweted  Uiem  by  the  fbUow- 
ui«  letter,  the  bearer  of  which  waa  M.  Signenl : 

"  Notes  have  just  reached  me ;  and  I  cannot  refMn  ftrom 
expresning  myself  on  the  subject  of  them  to  your  Imperial 
Mia^sty«  with  aU  the  frinkasss  which  helongs  to  my  di»- 
meter. 

''When  the  wishes  of  the  diasdish  people  cdled  me  to 
succeed  to  the  throne,  I  hoped,  in  leaving  France,  that  I 
should  always  be  able  to  Meoneile  my  personal  aflfoctions  with 
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the  intereite  of  my  new  country.  My  hesrtMdiaririied  the 
hot»e  that  it  nsight  identify  itself  with  the  sentiments  of  this 
People,  at  the  same  time  preserYing  the  xememhrance  of  its 
first  attachm«nts,  and  never  kMong  si^t  of  the  glory  of 
France,  nor  its  sincere  attachment  to  your  Mi^es^— an  at- 
tlichni^t  founded  on  a  brotfaeriiood  in  arms,  whidi  had  been 
distinguished  by  so  many  great  actbnSi 

*'  It  was  with  this  hope  that  I  arrived  in  Sweden.^ — ^I  found 
a  nation  generally  attached  to  France ;  but  still  more  to  its 
own  liberty  and  laws :— jealous  of  your  fHen^bhip,  Shre,  but 
not  desirous  of  ever  obtaining  it  at  the  expense  of  its  honour 
and  its  independaice.— Your  Majesty's  minister  chose  to  dis- 
r^ard  this  national  feeling,  and  ruined  everything  by  his 
arrogance: — his  communications  bore  no  marks  of  diat  re- 
spect which  crowned  heads  owe  each  other. — Whilelulfillingy 
accoiding  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  passions,  the  intentiona 
of  your  Majesty,  Baron  Agguier  spoice  l^ce  a  Roman  procon* 
sul,  without  recollecting  that  he  was  not  addressing  himself 
to  slaves. 

"  This  Minister,  thai,  was  the  first  cause  of  the  distrust 
which  Sweden  began  to  show  as  to  your  Majesty's  intentions 
with  regard  to  her ;  subsequent  events  were  calculated  to  give 
it  new  weight.* 

**  I  had  already  had  the  lumour.  Sire,  by  my  letters  of  the 
19th  November  and  8th  December  1810,  to  make  your  Ma- 
jesty acquainted  with  the  situation  of  Sweden,  and  the  desire 
which  she  lelt,  to  find  in  your  Migesty  a  protector.  She  could 
attribute  your  M^jest/a  silence  to  nothing  but  unmerited 
indifference;  and  it  became  incumbent  on  her  to  take  pre- 
cautions against  the  storm  that  was  ready  to  burst  on  the 
continent 

'  ''  Sire,  mankind  has  idready  su£&ied  but  too  nmch.  For 
twenty  years  the  earth  has  he&k  deluged  with  human  blood  ; 
and  to  put  a  period  to  these  sufferings  isthe  only  thing  want- 
ing to  complete  your  Miyesty's  glcMy. 

II»IJ      II        I       11       I  II  Mil  1  I— ■^H^—^— ■ 

«  The  invaiioii  of  Pomeraoia. 
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''  If  your  MMJuty  dcriret  thdt  the  King  ihonld  intinMHe 
to  his  Kigcsty  the  £mptrar  Akzandcr  the  possibility  of  an 
aooommodation,  I  augur  enough^  from  the  magnaiiimity  of 
that.  SMHUurch^  to  venture  to  assure  you^  that  he  will  give  a 
willing  ear  to  overtures  Suitable  at  the  same  time  far  your 
empire  and  for  the  North.  If  an  events  so  unexpected^  and 
so  universally  wished  for^  could  take  plaoe^  with  what  bless- 
ings would  the  nations  of  the  continent  hail  your  Majesty ! 
Then  gratitude  would  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  ter- 
ror they  now  feel  for  the  return  of  a  scourge  which  has  al- 
ready been  so  heavy  upon  them^  and  the  ravages  of  which 
have  left  such  cruel  marks. 

''  Sire^  one  of  the  happiest  moments  which  I  have  expe^ 
rienced  since  leaving  France  was  that  in  which  I  became  as- 
sured that  your  Majesty  had  not  altogether  forgotten  me. 
Yon  have  judged  rightly  as  to  my  feelings.  You  have  been 
aware  how  deeply  they  must  have  been  wounded  by  the 
painful  prospect  of  either  seeing  the  interests  of  Sweden  on 
the  eve  of  being  separated  from  those  of  France,  or  of  being 
constrained  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  a  country  by  which  J 
have  been  adopted  with  boundless  confidence. 

^'  Sire,  though  a  Swede  by  honour,  by  duty,  and  by  reli-/ 
g^n,  I  still  identify  myself,  by  my  wishes,  with  that  beauti- 
ful France,  in  whidi  I  was  born,  and  which  I  have  served- 
fiEdthfuUy  ever  since  my  childhood.  Every  step  I  ^ke  in 
Swedai,  the  homage  I  receive,  revives  in  my  mind  those  bright 
recollections  of  glory  which  were  the  principal  cause  of  my 
elevation ;  nor  do  I  disguise  from  myself,  that  Sweden,  in 
choosing  me,  wished  to  pay  a  tribute  of  esteem  to  the.  French 
people." 

•> 

Napoleon  bUmes  all  the  world  f or  his.  re vemes.  When  he 
has  ^o  ^9ger  any  one  to^blame,  h^  accuses  his  destiny.  But 
it  is  himself  cmly.whpm  he  should  hUme ;  and  themore  so,, 
because  the  very  desertion  on  the  part  of  his  allies,  which  has- 
tened his  {9X1^  could  have  had  no  other  cause  but  the  deep 
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I  ht  hid  iQikied  Iby  lyt  dMptdt  ptid^  and  liif  a0l0  of 
iiguttice.  He  was  himtelf  Uie  origiiMl  sathor  of  Im  nuifo- 
tunm,  by  oatng;iog  those  who  htd  oentributed  to  bk  eleva- 
tion. It  was  hii  own  bands  that  conwiwmattd  hk  rain ;  he 
was»  in  all  the  strictness  of  the  tcdb^  a  poUtiaa  snieidt^  and 
so.»ndi  the  aawe  guilty,  that  be  did  not  dispest  of  1 
alene^  batof  Franoe  at  the  same  time. 


No.  VII. 

EXTRACT  VROM  MANUSCRIPT  OBSRRVATIONS  ON  KAPO- 
LXOn's  RUSSIAN  CAMPAIGN,  BY  AK  SNGLIAH  OFVICU 
OF  RANK* 

Hatxno  examined  into  the  probabilities  of  Slur's  alle- 
gation, that  Bnonaparte  entertained  though  of  taking  np 
bis  wint^-qnarten  at  Witepek,  the  military  commentator 
pioeeeds  as  fdlows  :*- 

''  The  Russian  anny  at  Bmc^ensk,  seeing  the  manner  bt 
whldsk  the  Fiendi  army  was  dispersed  in  cantonments  be- 
tween the  ri^rers  Dwina  and  Dneister,  mored,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  towards  Rudnd,  in  order  to  beat  up  their  qusrters. 
They  sueoeeded  in  surprising  thoee'of  Sebastiani,  and  did 
him  a  good  deal  of  misdiief  in  an  attack  upon  Jukowa  In 
the  meantime  Barday  de  Tolly  was  alarmed  by  a  moreraent 
made  by  the  Viceroy  about  Souraj,  on  the  Dwina ;  and  he 
oountennanded  the  original  plan  of  operations,  with  a  mw 
to  extend  his  rig^t  flank  9  and  for  some  days  afterwards,  the 
Russian  army  made  various  Mw  morements,  and  waa  in  a 
osBsiderabk  degree  of  aeaftqfion.  Whether  Nf^oleoii'a  pkB 
was  founded  upon  tho  aasmb  of  the  Rnsdni  amy  ft«m  8tto- 
knsk,  as  suppeied  by  Segur,  or  upon  tiieir  position  at  Sno* 
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liDtki  in  the  inl  dtyi  of  Avgiif  ty  b^  eairied  it  into  «xeaitioii, 
nolwitfattandiiig  Ihtt  narch. 

*'  AeoMrdiii^y^  he  brdce  vp  Iom  cantOMneiitt  iqpon  tite 
Dwina  on  ^e  10th  of  August^  and  marched  hii  army  by  dt^ 
fttent  colnmm  by  corps  acnMB  the  front  of  the  Rnaaian  ar- 
my, from  theae  cantonments  to  Rassaatna,  upon  the  Dnieper. 
The  false  movements  made  by  ihe  Russian  army  from  the 
7th  to  the  12th  of  August,  prevented  their  obtaining  early 
knowledge  of  this  march,  and  they  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
be  able  to  take  advantage  of  it  On  the  other  hand.  Napo- 
leon oottid  have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  miscalculated  move- 
ments made  by  the  Russian  army. 

''  Bciag  arrived  at  Raasassna,  where  he  was  JMned  by  Da- 
vonst,  with  three  divisions  of  the  first  corps,  he  crossed  the 
Dnieper  on  the  14th.  The  earpB  of  Poniatowsky  and  Junot 
were  at  the  same  time  moving  upon  Smolensk  direct  from 
Mohilow. 

**  Napoleon  moved  forward  upon  Smolensk. 

"  The  garrkon  of  that  i^ace,  a  division  of  infantry  under 
GtDffnl  Newerofiikoi,  had  come  out  as  far  as  Krasnm,  to  ol^ 
serve  the  movements  of  the  French  troops  on  the  Mt  of  the 
Dnieper,  supposed  to  be  advancing  along  the  Dnieper  horn 
Orcha.  Murat  attacked  this  body  of  troops  with  all  his  caval- 
ry ;  but  they  made  good  their  retreat  to  Smolensk,  although 
repeatedly  diarged  in  their  retreat.  These  charges  were  of 
little  aifti],  however ;  and  this  operation  affords  another  in- 
stance of  the  security  with  which  good  infantiy  can  stand  the 
attack  of  cavalry.  This  divilbn  (Mahout  6000  infantry  had  no 
artificial  defence,  excepting  two  rows  of  trees  on  each  side  of 
the  road,  of  whidi  they  certunly  availed  themselves.  But  the 
use  made  even  of  this  defence  shows  how  small  an  obstacle 
wyi  impede  tad  check  the  operations  of  the  cavalry. 

**  It  would  probably  have  been  more  advisable  if  Murat, 
knowing  of  the  movement  of  Poniatowsky  iffld  Junot  directed 
fiwm  Mohilow  upon  Sraoleiisk,  had  not  pushed  this  body  of 
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troops  too  hard.  They  iiiiuit  have  been  induced  to  delay  on 
their  retreat^  in  order  efibctually  to  reconnoitre  their  enemy. 
The  fort  would  undoubtedly  in  that  case  have  fiillen  into  the 
hands  of  Poniatowsky. 

'  "  On  the  17th  of  August,  Napolecm  assembled  the  whole 
of  the  operating  army  before  Smolensky  on  the  left  of  the 
Dnieper.    It  consisted  as  follows :— - 


The  cayahry,  under  Murat, 

Guards,    . 

First  Corps, 

Third  Corps, 

Fourth  Corps, 

Fifth  Corps, 

Eighth  Corps, 


Daroust,   • 
Ney,  •     . 
the  Viceroy, 
Poniatowsky, 
Junot, 


40,000 
47,000 
72,000 
39,000 
45,000 
36,000 
18,000 

297,000 


"  These  corps  had,  about  six  weeks  before,  entered  the 
country  with  the  numbers  above  stated ;  they  had  had  no  mi- 
litary afiair  to  occasion  loss ;  yet  Segur  says,  they  were  now 
reckoned  at  185,000.  The  returns  of  the  Sd  August  are  sta- 
ted* to  have  given  the  last  numbers  only. 

**  The  town  had  been  attacked  on  the  16th,  first,  by  a  bat- 
talion;— secondly,  by  a  division  of  the  third  corps-^whidi 
troops  were  repulsed.  In  the  meantime,  Bagration  moved 
upon  Katani,  upon  the  Dnieper,  having  heard  of  Napoleon's 
movement  from  the  Dwina ;  and  Barclay  de  Tolly  having 
authorized  the  resumption  of  the  plan  of  operations  in  pur- 
suance of  which  the  Russian  army  had  broken  up  from  Smo- 
lensk on  the  1 7th.  He  moved  thence  on  the  16th,  along  the 
right  of  the  Dnieper,  back  upon  Smolensk,  and  immediately 
reinforced  the  garrison.  He  was  followed  that  night  by  Bar- 
clay de  Tolly,  who  relieved  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Bagration,  which  were  in  the  town;  and  the  whole  Rus- 
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mn  amy.was  cdkctad  at  Smskaadi,  on  the  right  of  the 
Dmeper. 

''  Bagtation  moved  during  the  same  night  with  his  army 
pn  the  road  to  Moscow.  Barclay  remained  in  supp<Hrt  of  the 
troqps  in  Smolensk. 

*'  Napoleon,  after  waiting  till  two  o'clock,  in  expectation 
that  Barclay  would  cross  the  Dnieper,  and  move  out  of  Smo- 
lensk, to  fight  a  general  hattle,  attacked  the  town  on  the  17th 
with  his  whole  army,  and  was  repulsed  with  loss  ;  and  in  the 
evening,  the  Russian  troops  recovered  possession  of  all  th6 
ou^sts.  Barclay,  however,  withdrew  the  garrison  in  the 
night  of  the  17th,  and  destroyed  the  hridges  of  communica- 
tion between  the  French  and  the  town.  The  enemy  crossed 
the  Dnieper  by  fcnxls,  and  obtained  for  a  moment  possession 
q£  the  fauxbourg  called  Petersburg,  on  the  right  of  that  river, 
but. were  driven  back.  The  Russian  army,  after  remaining 
all  day  on  the  right  of  the  river  opposite  Smolensk,  retired  on 
the  night  of  the  18th;  and  the  French  that  night  repaired 
the  bridges  on  the  Dnieper. 

**  Before  I  proceed  farther  with  the  narrative,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  consider  a  little  this  movement  of  Napoleon,  which  is 
greatly  admired  by  all  the  writers  on  the  subject 

*'  When  this  movement  was  undertaken,  the  communica- 
tion oi  the  army  was  necessarily  removed  altogether  from  the 
Dwina.  Instead  of  proceeding  from  Wilna  upon  Witepsk,  it 
proceeded  from  Wilna  upon  Minsk,  where  a  great  magazine 
was  formed,  and  thence  across  the  Beresina,  upon  Orcha  on 
the  Dnieper,  and  thence  upon  Smolensk.  The  consequences 
of  this  alteration  will  appear  presently,  when  we  come  to  con- 
sider of  the  retreat. 

"  It  is  obvious,  that  the  position  of  the  great  magazine  at 
Minsk  threw  the  communicatbns  of  the  army  necessarily 
upon  the  Beresina,  and  eventually  within  the  influence  o£ 
the  operations  of  the  Russian  armies  from  the  southward. 
Napoleon's  objects  by  the  movement  might  have  been  three : 
.  First,  to  force  the  Russians  to  a  general  battle ;  secondly,  to 
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obtein  poMCMioa  of  Smokiiik>  withimt  the  loit  w  ck«  delay 
of  a  liege ;  thirdly,  to  endeayour  again  to  obtain  a  poidtum 
in  rear  of  the  Russian  army,  upon  their  communications  with 
Moscow,  and  with  the  southern  provinces  of  the  Russian  em- 
pire. This  movement  is  much  admired,  and  extolled  by  the 
Russian  as  well  as  the  French  writers  upon  this  war ;  yet  if 
it  is  tried  by  the  only  tests  of  any  military  movement*-itB 
ot^ts  compared  with  its  risks  and  difficulties,  and  its  suc- 
cess compared  with  the  same  risks  and  difficulties,  and  widi 
the  probable  haaards  and  the  probably  successful  result  of 
other  movements  to  attain  the  same  objects,— -it  will  be  fixiiid 
to  have  failed  ecHopletely* 

''  The  risk  has  been  stated  to  consist,  first,  in  the  mardi 
of  the  different  corps  irom  their  cantonments,  on  the  Dwina, 
to  Rassassna,  on  the  Dnieper,  across  the  fo>nt  of  the  Russian 
army,  without  the  protection  of  a  body  of  troops  formed  for 
that  purpose ;  and,  next,  in  the  hazard  incurred  in  removii^ 
the  communication  of  the  army  from  Witepsk  to  Minsk. 
This  will  be  discussed  presently. 

"  In  respect  of  the  first  object,-— that  oi  bringing  the  Rus- 
sian army  to  a  general  battle,-— it  must  be  obvious  to  every- 
body,  that  the  fort  of  Smolensk  and  the  Dnieper  river  were 
between  Napoleon  and  the  Rusrnn  army  when  his  movement 
was  completed.  Although,  therefore,  the  armies  were  ndt 
only  in  sight,  but  within  musket- shot  of  eadi  other,  it  was 
impossible  for  Napoleon  to  bring  the  enemy  to  an  action  on 
that  ground  without  his  consent ;  and  as  the  ground  would 
not  have  been  advantageous  to  the  Russian  army,  and  an  un- 
successful, or  even  a  doubtful  result,  could  not  have  saved 
Smolensk,  and  there  was  no  object  sufficiently  important  to 
induce  the  Russian  general  to  incur  the  risk  of  an  unsuccesa* 
tai  result  of  a  general  action,  it  was  not  very  probable  lie 
would  move  into  the  trap  whidb  S^;ur  describes  as  laid  ftr 
him. 

"  Neither  was  it  likely  that  Napoleon  would  take  Sniolettft 
by  any  assault  which  this  movemeiit  might  enable  him  to 
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iBtke  np(m  that  pkoe.  He  had  no  heayy  tatiXkry,  and  ht 
tried  in  rain  to  take  the  pkce  by  ^oraa^  first,  by  a  battaliOB, 
then,  by  a  ditiaion,  and  laatly,  by  the  whole  army.  He  ob« 
tained  possetsion  of  Smolensk  at  last,  only  because  the  Rn»- 
aian  general  had  made,  no  previous  arrangements  for  oeeapy« 
ing  the  place ;  and  because  Barclay  knew  that,  if  he  left  a  gar* 
riaoa  there  uoprorided,  it  must  fall  into  Napoleon's  hands  a 
few  days  sooner  or  later.  The  Russian  general  then  thought 
proper  to  evacuate  die  pla^e  ;  and  notwithstlnding  the  position 
of  Napoleon  cm  the  1^  of  the  Dmeper,  and  his  attempts  to 
take  the  place  by  storm,  the  Russian  general  would  have 
kept  the  possession,  if  he  could  hare  either  maintained  the 
positton  of  his  own  army  in  the  neighbouriiood,  or  could 
hare  supplied  the  place  adequately  before  he  retired  from  it. 

"  The  possession  ci  the  place  depended,  then,  on  the  posi- 
tkn  of  the  Russian  army ;  and  what  follows  wiU  show,  that 
•dier  measures  and  movements  than  those  adopted  were  bet- 
ter calculated  to  dislodge  the  Russian  army  from  Smolensk; 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  upon  Napoleon's  arrital  at 
Smolensk,  he  had  gained  six  marches  upon  his  enemy.  If 
Napoleon,  when  he  cxossed  the  Dnieper  at  Rassassna,  had 
masked  Smolensk,  and  marched  direct  upon  any  point  of 
the  Dniq»er  above  that  place,  he  could  have  posted  himsdtf 
with  his  whole  army  upon  the  communications  of  his  enemy 
with  Moscow ;  and  his  enemy  could  scarcely  have  attempted 
to  pass'across  his  front,  to  seek  the  road  by  Kalouga.  Bar- 
clay must  have  gone  to  the  northward,  evacuating  or  leaving 
Smolensk  to  its  fate,  and  Napoleon  might  have  continued 
his  march  upon  Moscow,  keeping  his  position  constantly 
between  his  enemy  and  his  communications  with  that  city, 
and  with  the  southern  provinces.  The  fate  of  Smolensk  could 
not  have  been  doubtfuL 

''  Here,  then,  a  different  mode,  even  upon  the  same  plan 
of  manoeuvring,  would  have  produced  two  o£  the  three  ob- 
jects which  Napoleon  is  supposed  to  have  had  in  view  by 
these  movements  But  these  were  not  the  only  movements 
in  his  power  at  that  time.    The  Viceroy  is  stated  to  have 
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beett  at  Soung  and  Velg.  If^  instead  of  moviiig  by  his 
rights  Napoleon  had  moved  by  his  \e£t,  and  brought  the  ^ 
fint^  fifths  and  eighth  corps  from  the  Dnieper  to  form  the 
reserve ;  and  had  mistrched  from  Souraj  upon  any  point  of 
the  Upper  Dniep»>  he  would  equally  have  put  himself  in 
the  rear  of  his  enemy,  and  in  a  position  to  act  upon  his  com* 
mumcations.  He  would  have  effected  this  object  with  greater 
certainty,  if  he  had  v^itured  to  move  the  first,  and  the  fifth 
aiid  eighth  corps  through  the  country  on  the  left  of  the  Dnie- 
per. And  in  this  last  movement  there  would  have  been  no  great 
risk, — ^first,  because  Napoleon's  manoeuvres  upon  the  Dwina 
would  have  attracted  all  the  enemy's  attention ;  secondly,  be- 
cause these  corps  would  have  all  passed  Smolensk,  before  the 
Russian  generals  could  have  known  of  their  movement,  in 
like  manner  as  Napoleon  passed  the  Dnieper  and  arrived  at 
toolensk  without  their  knowledge.  By  either  of  these  modes 
of  proceeding.  Napoleon  would  liave  cut  off  his  enemy  from 
thdr  communications,  would  have  obliged  them  to  fight  a 
battle  to  redgn  these  communications,  and  in  all  probability 
Smolensk  would  have  fallen  into  his  hands  without  loss,  with 
its  buildings  entire — an  object  of  the  last  consequence  in  the 
event  of  the  campaign. 

*^  Either  of  these' lasc  modes  of  effecting  the  object  would 
have  been  shorter  by  two  marches  than  the  movement  of  the 
whole  army  upon  Rassassna." 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  CAMPAIGN  OF  1815. 
Volume  nil.  p.  445. 

BY  CAPT.  JOHN  W.  PftINOL£>  OP  THE  EOTAL  KNOINBXR8. 

Thb  followiog  obsaratioiis  were  hastily  made>  at  a  time 
wlien  mudi  public  interest  was  excited  by  the  yarious  tie- 
oonnts  <^  the  Campaign  of  1815^  edited  by  several  indi- 
viduals,  all  claiming  the  peculiar  distinction  i^  having  been 
dietated  by  Napoleon,  or  vmtten  under  his  immediate  direc- 
tion* With  some  slight  exceptions^  and  occasional  anecdotes^ 
they  nearly  correspond,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  military  de^ 
tails.!  The  9th  ydume  of  the  Menunrs  of  Napdieon,  pub« 
lished  by  O'Meara,  is  perhaps  the  original  from  whidi  the 
greatest  part  of  the  other  productions  are  derived.  It  is  now 
generally  acknowledged  to  have  been,  to  a  certain  extent^ 
composed  by  Buonaparte. 

These  w<Mrks  have  had  one  particular  object,— 4he  defence 
of  an  uhfortunate  and  a  great  Man.  The  individual,  how<* 
ever,  is  always  held  up  to  view ;  the  actions  are  softened  or 


1  Idv.  ix.  Memoires  Historiques  de  NapolMO.  London,  Sir  R.  Philipf,  1820. 
— Montholon,  Memoires  de  Napoleon.  Colbum,  London,  1823.—La8  Cases; 
Londcm,  t  vols.— Oourgaud,  War  of  1815.  London,  1824.— Many  passages  in 
diew  works  will  be  found  quite  parallel;  for  instance,  Montholon,  vol.  ii.  p. 
272—289,  with  Liv.  ix.  p.  43.  Grouchy,  page  4,  designates  these  works  from 
St  Helena,  as  containing,  "  des  instructions  et  des  ordres  suppos^i ;  des  mouve- 
ments  imaginaires,"  dec;  also,  "  des  assertions  erronn^,  des  hypotheses  faites 
aprte  coup;"  see  also  p.  26.  P.  22,  he  says,  with  justice,  of. these  authon: 
"  Des  individus  qui  se  persuadent  que  Uaur^le  de  glmre  d'un  grand  honune,  en 
les  telairant  un  moment,  les  a  transform^  en  d'irrecusables  autoritte,  et  ne  voyant 
pas  qu*un  eclat  d'emprunt  qui  ne  se  refleehit  sur  aueun  foit  d'armes  connus, 
sur  aucuns  services  eminens,  ne  sert  qu'a  mieux  fiiire  ressortir  la  presomptueuse 
imperiti^  des  jugements  qu'ils  prononcent." 
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.  ttnogthened  to  luit  this  p«irpo8e>  and  in  the  extennon  oi  ihm 
deaign,  the  reputation  of  his  own  offioen,  and  a  strict  adlie- 
rence  to  facts,  are  occasionally  sacrificed.  The  military  fea- 
tores  of  the  campaign  have  remained  unanswered ;  whilst 
the  wounded  honour  and  fiune  of  his  generals  hare  calki  fiv 
some  counter-statements^  which  throw  curious  light  on  the 
whde  campaign,  and  on  the  ma^hiaery  of  a  system  which  so 
long  alarmed  the  world.    These  last  are  little  known  in  Bii- 


Whoever  has  perused  the  mass  of  military  works  by  French 
offieeis,  most  c£  them  aUy  written,  and  many  artfully  com- 
posed, must  £Bel  how  mudi  they  tend  to  enoousaga  a  primHar 
fediag  of  national  superiority  in  young  minds,  in  a  counlry 
where  only  their  own  military  works  are  read.  In  -these 
works  they  nerer'  find  a  French  amy  beaten  in  the  Add, 
without  seme  plausible  reaaen ;  or,  as  Laa  Cases  tarns  it/ 
''  a  cracnnrence  of  unheard^f  fatalitiea,"  to  aooonnt  for  it. 
Upon  the  minds  of  young  soldiers,  this  has  an  effect  of  the 
nost  powerfitd  description* 

Great  care  appeara  to  have  been  take«  in  those  vaiieua 
werkay  to  meet  the  aconsatiops  of  military  men  leiyectif  the 
disposition  and  employment  of  the  Frendi  army*  Where  a 
£Milt  is  admitted,  the  enror  is  at  least  transfeiied  from  Boo- 
naperte  to  the  inciq^ity  or  remissness  of  his  generals.  The 
talents  and  honour  of  die  British  oooomsnders  are  rated  at  a 
low  state;  their  success  attributed  more  to  chance  than  to 
military  skill,  and  the  important  result  of  the  battle,  less  to 
the  courage  of  the  Briti^  troops,  than  to  the  opportune  arri« 
val  of  the  Prussians,  who  they  all^e  to  have  saved  the  Bri* 
tish  army  £rem  destruction.  What  are  now  termed  libeti^ 
ideas,  seem  to  have  made  it  a  fashion  to  assert,  and  give  creu 
dence  to  these  accounts  ;  and  it  is  no  uncommon  oocurrenoe 
to  meet  with  Englishmen  v^o  doubt  the  g^ory  and  sueeese  of 
Aeir  countrymen  on  that  eventful  day.  A  wounded  spirit  <^ 


1  Tol.  R.  |k  15. 
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fMiieii  hM  omMmlM  «o  Urf»  fMkig,  Mid  2»  iIk  faiddgmM 
ofit8»i»afWtitotitaj«adotttolfac»Mfc#fpttfiotfam,gn* 
dewFMired  Id  tiirow  a  d«ii^  •fertile  MiiiUty  achiefcmwiti  •# 
o«r  «unlfyiaco»  etgcdy  kid  hold  «f  ai^  ftdU  or  jBniloro^ 
paHiatiiig,  at  tbe  same'  time,  iboae  o€  thdr  enemies,  avd  vS* 
tm  giving  that  implicit  foeyef  to  the  gaiUed  aooouttti  cf  IIm 
Fnotlh  wlmh  th^  d^y  to  Ifae  smipie  and  aiaBly  dispatdf 
•faBiitkhgoMnL 

Tkeie  does  appear  ia  this  a  deeay  of  that  aatiiaial  &oling» 
aadJealoiisyefimrooMitry'shoMiir,  dwadnapriBgof  aU 
gno^aotioDS,  «ydi  otber  nation^  our  rivals»oliag  to  wiili 
MStwed  aidonr.  MoaiaB oenld |iemiade  a  Frenclmiifi that 
it'HW  British  vahnw  vhirii  has  oonqiierod  in  idmbst  evvrj 
hal^y  fresn  Cressy  dom  to  Waterke;  and  it  is  impossiMo 
to  forget  that  natiomd  pride,  so  honomrahle  to  the  Freseh 
namei  wluch  cesdd  make  tbeff^  imfiirtttBaie  em%;raBts  even 
forget  for  a  while  thdr  own  distMBsea^  in  the  glory  whish 
oowned  the  arms  ef  the  BepdbliQttM  at  that  Revdhitio^ 
iiduch  drove  them  from  their  homee. 

The  BMA  works  on  the  campaign,  with  one  eieeptisvyl 
aae  isoeaBj^et^  ]MwdiietioBS|  written  by  persem  naaeqiisJBlsd 
wilh  mSitary  afiUffs,  and  hastily  oomposed  of  ntde  matoriotii 
eeyeetsd  ^tmnimperfeot  somress.^ 

Whoofer  hsa  endeavmired  to  antlyae  the  aoeennta  of  raev> 
dttii  aations,  sad  to  separate  in  them  what  can  be  proved  te 
be  facts,  from  what  ia  affirmed  to  he  so,  mr  to  eompsre  the 
private  aooennto  (too  often  iadiscieetly  pubUshed)  with  Ae 
official  decaments^and  the  infannation  peocvicdfimn  ptapm 
aousoes,  will  not  be  sniprised  to  find  in  these  hooMHBade 


I 

>  The  best  acootmt  of  the  eampaign  U  by  an  aaanymem  •ntbor,  C  i 
prtfliihed  9tStmtguA  1 817.  md  Si  attributed  to  Baron  Mnffling.  It  dam  ItMoitr 
••teiihMtriowAittiior.  from  tta  candour  cud  imiiUmmIi  tiiotigli  lie  ntmiar 
vlihMtof^inoreeflbettotliePraaiianattaofcoD  tlM  ISA,  than  «m  aeturilr 
4liaaBtei  that ii,  he  Mogs  tiMm  into  actten,  wiA  Hiair  wheae  fidroe.  «qiMU«» 
bly  too  early  in  the  day. 

VOL.  IX,  g 
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teoouiits  of  ilik  eampupiy  fukemc  fvaiiai  laiMed  on  iaASr 
vidxaHn  and  regiiiicntg;^  tales  of  chargea,  wldch  one  wottUb 
imagine  muat  have  aanihilated  whole  ccHrpa,caiid  yet  find  aoC 
more  than  fifity  or  aixty  waea  kiHed  and  woinded  in  a  wbttH^^ 
ipegimaat.^ 

'  Onr  offieen,  whaterer  theirxorpft  may  be,  ahould  be^above 
the  idea  of  yain  boasting  or  exaggeration.-  It  is  muck  tfaative 
ean  daim,  during  a  Icmg  pmod  o(  eight  ye«n,  the  praise. of 
hanng  sucoesitfally  contended  with  troops  of  the.  first  mili« 
tary  power  in  Europe ;  while  our  soldiers  have  di^nlad  the 
pahn  of  valour ;  and  our  officers,  with  less  trampstad  elalma 
than  their  boasted  Mardials,  have  shown  as  great  maitasy 
skMl;  and  our  armies,  in  the  momeBt  <^  vietory,  aspiiHof 
humanity  and  moderation,  mot  fsequem^y  erin^  by  their 
antagonists. 

In  the  ftallowtng  obsenrstions,  it  is  not  |spetended  that  any 
»ew  matter  can  be  givqi  on  a  sutgect  already  so  mgdi  diicms 
ad ;  still  some  ihels  and  considerations  are  treated  of,  which 
have  not  been  perhaps  fully  or  luriy  appreeii^ed.  jfoqr 
charges  of  Uame  have  been  brought  £mrward  against  the  |^ 
nerala  ci  the  allied  forces ;  and  superior  4dlent  in  profiting  bf 
Aeir  mistakes,  has  been  attributed  to  their  opponents,  which 
might  wdl  be  accounted  for,  as  arisii^  from  the  situatioiis  In 
wkkAk  they  were  velatiTdy  placed.  In  order  to  judge^  fotm^ 
stance,  of  the  credit  given  to  Napoleon,  of  hayiBg  surprised  their 
armies  in  thetrcantomnents^  it  is  neoeasary  to^^be  aware  of  ^ 
state  of  both  countries,  (France  and  B^gium,)  md  the  ob- 
jects, besides  the  mere  watehjngof  the  frontiers,  to  whidi  the 
attentkm  of  the  allied  commanders  was  necessarily  directed 


1  It  it  well  lemarked,  in  liv.  iz.  p.  150,—"  Ces  details  en  appartieiit  plus  k 
J*hist6ipe  de  ofaaque  regiment  qn*k  I'hittoire  gto^rale  de  la  bataille." 

^  Rqgniat;  p.  147>  speaking  of  charges,  says,—*'  Sils  mardient,  k  la.  brii*. 
'ttette,  oe  n'est  qu^in  simulacra  d'attaque;  ils  ne  la  cioiBent  jamais  «Tce  oatte 
^d*nn  emiemi  qu*ils  eraignent  d'aborder,  paicequ'ils  se  sentent  sans  defence  eoBtra 
-aes  coups,  et  I'un  de  deux  partis  pirend  la  ftiite  avant  d'cn  venir  aux  mshM.*— 
Such  is  the  case  in  all  charges. 
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AP]^eNDlX.      NO.  VIII.  XCUC 

pte9MiM  to  itte  commtiKmmt  of  tbe  war>  sad  wliflM  it  iMqr 
be  sttppoeed  m  still  in  wMne  meistBre  doiAltM% 

Fnin^^  as  is  wdl  known^  is^  on  the  Belgkn  fitmtifer/ttiidtf 
iM  with  fiMresses;  Belgium^  on  the  oontrnry,  is  now  dt* 
flmceless.  Hie  numerous  Stresses  in  the  Low  ConntrieSi' 
so  celebrated  in  our  former  wars^  had  been  dismantled  in  ihf 
ttign  of  the  Emperor  Jose^;  and  their  destruction  .eomple* 
ted  by  Uie  Freodi  when  they  got  possession  (tf  the  country  at 
the  bnitde  of  Fleoms^  1794,  with  the  exc^don  of  Antwerp; 
Ostend^  «id  Nieuport^  ^ich  they  had  kept  up  on  aeeonnt 
of  thehr  marine  importance.  These  dieamstanoas  traced  the 
two  parties  in  Tory  dUfferent  situations  both  for  security,  and 
Inr  fadHty  of  preparing  and  carrying  intoeacecution  Ae  mea-* 
siiies  either  finr  attadc  or  defence. 

'  The  French  had  maintained  their  own  celebrated  tr^ii 
Hne  of  fortresses;  extending,  on  tlcat  part  of  the. frontier; 
£rom  Dunkirk  to  ^lihpTille,  and  whidi  had  been  put  into  « 
state  of  defence  during  ^e  war  in  the  preceding  yew  ;ii—4he8e 
gs?e  every  facility  for  the  concentration  and  ^nrmaticm  of 
troc^— to  alS>rding  a  suf^ly  of  artillery,  and  every  requisitl^ 
fbr  taking  the  field,  and  for  concealing  thdr  movements-— pa»* 
ticularly  fVOm  the  French  m^niiation  of  thsir  nadontfl 
guarda,  which  enabled  the  latter  immediately  to  take  the  gar^ 
rison  duties,  or  reHere  and  occupy  the  outposts  along  the  fton* 
tien ;— much  was  the  relative  situation  ci  the  frontiers  at  tiie 
period  of  Napt^eon's  return  from  Elba. 

The  necessity  of  re-^staUishing^  the  f^ineipal  fbrtresses  on 
the  Belgian  frontier,  which  commanded  the  slnioes  and  in:, 
undation*  of  the  country,  had  indeed  idready  been  ei^denti 
and  decided  upon  whilst  Napoleon^  was  yet  in  Elba.  A  coun 
mittee  of  British  engineers  had  been  employed  in  examining 
the  country  for  that  purpose,  but  only  the  general  plans  and 
reports  had  been  prepared,  when  Buonaparte's  sudden  return 

»  Linhc.p.96r 
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renefwal  of  t^^il^t^rilid  fpv  «X9«dUmsii^ 

lil^  Maidi,  MMbed  Pm»  on  the  «sme  d«|r  ba  Ai^ 

wkUh  mttst  hsvtt  connaeecl  liim  he  would  not  be  allowed 

foietigr  to  ripeHtii  lus  ^iroQew 

li  9Mf  bo  w«il  eoppceedf  thai  the  general  mvprntiim  in 
Hdfiram  w«a»  thot  he  would  loee  no  time  to  ^ideavoor  lo  r#« 
gm  o  floontry  whidi  he  eoQuidered  aa  almost  part  ^  Fcanee ; 
iupM^tent  to  him  irom  the  reeoflurcee  it  would  have  aQMedf 
•ad  iMtfaapB  at^  mom  ao,  aa  it  wooldd^ve  blaenemiei  ff 
ao  oopvfenieirt  a  base  of  operatiomi^  far  the  pv^peiatioo  of  th(ft 
mfini  for  attaHrtng  Frnmie.  The  dieceirteiit  in  Belgium,  and 
te  Pnimiaa  proyincea  on  the  Rhine;^  alio  amoogBt  the  Saxou 
Mepalpfaohadaervodillhiaaniiy,  wefehQOWB.^  Them«« 
timm  wfkii  «f  theee  teeopa  appenred  to  he  in  oeoo»t  with 
Iho  moremflMli  of  the  Fmn^  £me8  «i  the  froatifln  ;  ap  much 
ao^  that  tfMqrwicra  cBeannedaod  aent  to  theiear^s  lathe 
iin»tf«thedifioeiitent  wa  partieuhaiy  fav^wred  by  thenu^ 
herof  Frwieh  oflken  and  eeldieray  who  had  been  diechaiged 
aa  alieoa  torn  ^e  French  aimy,  in  which  th^  had  served 
M«rly  aineia^  Bewhukifm^  imd  now  gave  themselveB  Httle 
evo  to«oiioetl  thair  real  wntimentp  and  attaebments*  The 
ijgihlflf  Loob^Eom  JM0,  ihnmgh  Flaudere,  added  to  tbia 
fwiitig  hi  Brigjum-Hiufifa  i^fear^d  to  be  the  preeailing  ^ 
lit.  Thefttee^Britiehhadtokeepitinchfie](;,andrefistan 
JMWMJaa^aiMlwMted  only  to  6or  7000  men^  under  the  ordem  of 
iir  Themee  Graham^  oomteting  chi^y  o£  feQcmd  battahoni^ 
hmlfly  oottaeded^  agreat  partioo  pf  our  be$t  troops  not  ha* 
4tef  yet  xelumed  firom  America*  There  wei«  also  in  B«l« 
gittm  tiM  German  IiOgioB,  together  with  8  to  10,000  men  of 
Iha  sow  Bnorerian  levies.  The  organizatic^n  of  the  ^e^gian 


>  Ut.  ix.  pp.  58— ei«  '  Muffling,  p.  5. 
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<trM^  huA  yeen  jMC'MMMciieed,  «a  lluiC  ftm  te«e  of  Ute 
PHn«e  0f  Cringe  f»fgli€  ftHMmnt  td  «bMit  tM>,000  Men. 

Hie  F^8Bi«n  Oefteral  Kkbt»  who  oimiiitiidod  on  <ht 
Rhine  and  M«a8e>  hod  30,000  men,  afkcmnurdt  Mgmcntsd 
«o  ^,000>  whkb,  however,  inchided  theSaaEon*.^ 
'  These  genends  had  immediatdy  agi«ed  to  act  ui  oonoort ; 
imt  firom  what  we  havemotitloiied^  had  Napoleon  ooneentr»- 
ted  80,000  men  at  liale  on  the  1st  Aprfl,  which  he  aaya  ww ' 
'possible  lor  him  to  have  done/  and  adtaneed  teto  Bcighns,  it 
"H  eertainty  probable  he  niight  have  obtained  Iho  nraatiM- 
^poitsiir  fesuks;  f&itiht  Prince  ef  Orangt,  who  had  muledhia 
'treops  at  Aft,  Moms,  and  Tommay,  waa  no^  itiottgenoaji^  to 
^m6  covered  Bnnselo,  and  most  have  either  fallen  back  m 
^Anmerp,  or  fbrHMd  a  jnnction  wkh  fte  Fmasian  Gennal 

*  fidrt.  The  itttelUgenee  of  Napoleon  having  landed  at  Ca»- 
'Um  on  the  ist  March,  readied  Bmesda  on  the  9th.  Prepa 
'I'Ations^ti'Ci^iflnnediartely  OMdofor  thodefenoeof  tho  eoainrjr. 
"The  Bdtiih  tUMpf  under  QeikM  (^mmt  oenoenttaltdy  ynlk 
't&dr  ti&m,  manit  ilf h,  Mtm,  and  Tootmy ;  and  these  pieneB, 
tiritbf  Ypres,  Crhent,  andOndenMOrde,  w^o  ordered  to  be  pi^inn 
state  of  dd^^nce  comietentty  with  tlieexigenoe  of  the  nMnncnt. 
•Toefifeetthie,  every  use  was  tnado  of  what  renifincd  of  the 
JeidftNTtltolthnis.  Now  works  w^cre  added,  and  advfpta^^waa 
MHdton  of  tho  great  system  of  defence  in  that  coantry,  whiA 
»i|F  generally  ttttdet  the  level  of  some  eand,  or  the  sea,  aind  edn- 
tsefiiently  ciq^le  of  being  farandated.    ^Ehe  sfadcea  which 

•  eoinnuiB^ed  fte  inundatiooa  w«re  eof  ered  by  ationg  ledoiihts. 
-  Thefonndalionof  theosantrynearthnseayadttitaofbo- 
^tig  made  in  iwo  ways.  The  canais  or  rivers  aoro  drains  ftr 
i^itfMimtietof  the  coofK^  to  the  sea.  The  slnioo  gates 
*«ie  openedftv  itaegress  atlowwater^andshnttopiorenttfe 

iii#«isoftliesBltw«t«raifteretafrnof ihotido.    Itiaeti. 
dent,  therefore,  that  we  could  have  laid  the  coontry  under 
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4iftter>  and  so  eoyared  iheir  fpctretaes  on  two  or  thive  Mkb, 
which  would  prerent  the  neceadty  of  their  having  large  gar« 
raona  to'  defend  them.^  Bat  salt-water  inundation  rafna  ihe 
soil  for  seyeral  years^  and  it  waa  determined  oidy  to  employ 
it  as  a  last' resouree ;  and  in  the  meantime  the  sloice-^ipBtea 
.were  merely  kept  shut  to  prevent  the  egress  of  the  firesb^wa- 
4er^  which  in  that  wet  season  soon  accumulated ;  and  ^  f  reili* 
crater  inundalicm  only  destroyed  the  crops  of  one  aeaaon^ 

Ahout  80/K)0  labousers,  called  in  hy  wquisitions  on  Ac 
<M>untry>  were  daily  employed  on  the  works>  in  addition  to 
.the  working  parties  furnished  hy  the  troq^w.  The  ncecasaiy 
artillery  and  stores  were  supplied  from  En^uid  and  H^dknd. 
Troops  arrived  daily,  and  were  immediatdy  moved  to  ^ 
fnmtiersy  where  fhnn  the  movements  that  were  coMtaatly 
taking  plice^  it  is  probable  that  exaggerated  accounta  wcfe 
transmitted  to  the  enemy.  By  these  vigonoua  jand  prompt 
measures,  confidence  became  restored— the  panic  amoi^iat  the 
ipeqple  of  Bdgium  wasxemoved-^they  saw  that  their  country 
<wa8  not  to  Jbe  given  up  without  a  aevere  atmggle— it  fixed  the 
>wavering>  and  silenced  the  disaflfecled.  In  less  dian  a  mouthy ' 
most  of  the  frontier  places  were  safe  fh>m  a  conp-de-main. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  had  arrivedat  Brussels  firom  Vle&« 
na,  early  in  April,  and  immediately  inspected  the.frontier  and 
die  fortresses ;  after  which,  he  agreed  on,a  plan  of  operaUcms 
with  the  Prussians,  by  wluBh  they  concentrated  their  traopa 
-along  the  Sambre  and  Meuse,  .occupying  Chttrlerd,  Kaiawr, 
and  Liege,  so  as  to  be  in  communication  with  his  left  The 
Arussianshad  repaired  the  workaround  Cologne,  which  assured 
their  communications  with  Prussia,  and  gave  them  a  tigte-de- 
pontontheRhhie.  The4nnallf<Hrtress(^Jnlief8ai(nded.theBi 
the  command  of  the  Roer  on  the  sameline,  and  they  held  Mae- 
.stricht  on  the  Lower  Meuse.  It  was  important  to  oceuf^Li^p 


1  The  Mlfc-WAter  inuiuUtioii  tbuld  b%  ttmd  At  Gh«nt»  so  as  to  pl«c«  th*  Gratt 
S(|UM«  flv«  feet  uiider  water. 
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iMid  Ntmnr,  though  their  fortitottioiis  had  been  dettrc^ed. 
They  afforded  a  facility  to  act  "rapidly  oa  either  side  of  the 
Meus^  and  a  choice  of  the  stroi^  poikions  along  the  banks  g£ 
that -river.  The  disafiection  in  the  provinces  <m  the  Bhin^ 
which  had  been  reowtly  added  to  Prussia^  was  considered  even 
greater  than  in  Belgium.  The  fortress  of  Lnxembowg  waa 
Ihegreat'key  which  Prussia  possessed  frar  their  preservation; 
and  her  interest  would  have  led  her  to  make  that  her  depot 
and  base  of  operations;  for  the  invasion  of  France;  but  besides 
lieing  so  far  distant  fronKBrusselsy  that  armies  occupying  sndi 
distant  points  could  not  act  in  concert  the  iroads  in  ihM 
part  of  the  country^  betwieen  the  Mouse  and  the  Mosdle,  were 
in  a  state  almost  impracticable  Jbr  artillery^  and  for  the  gene* 
nX  communication  of  an  army.  On  the  other  hand^  the  roads 
and  commnnicatkHis  to  cross  the  Rhine  at  Cologne  are  good^ 
the  town  itself  could  be  put  in  a  state  of  defence^  and  have 
beocmie  the  best  and  safest  line  of  communication.  Referenoe 
•to  the  map  will  elucidate  these  observations,  and  show  that 
ithe  cantonments  of  the  Prussians,  along  the  Sambre  and 
*Mei|ise,  enabled,  them  to  act  in  concert  with  our  army;  la 
cover  thdr  line  of  communication  with  Prussia  ;  and  to  nM»V9 
attifidky  into  the  provinces  of  the  Moselle,  in  the  event  of  the 
-enemy  advancing  from  Metz.^ 

*    The  Russians  were  to  have  come  into  the  line  at  Mayene^ 

4mt  they  did  not  reach  the  Rhine  until  June,  and  then  onljr 

;«he  first  corps;  so  that,  for  the  present,  a  gap  existed  from 

the  Prussian  left  at  Dinant,  to  Ihe  Austro-Bavarian  right  at 

Manheim. 

It  was  an  important  object  to  cover  Brusselis;  and  it  is  to 

:  be  considered,  that  this  dty  forms,  as  it  were,  a  centre  to  a 

'  large  portion  of  the  French  frontier,  extending  about  seventy 


1  Such,  however,  could  only  be  »  demiltory  attack,  for  the  Cbtamie  by  Char- 
Icrol  and  GiTct  wai  the  nearest  entry  from  Fnmce  on.  thU  ride.  The  country 
tKMn  thb  to  Mayence  wat  then  nearly  imRracticable  ton  large  armies.  Good 
voads  have  since  been  Diade  through  it. 
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liiik^fiM  di#LyitoyieM«i»»  vi«.fbMft  Miain  to  Fhi%M 
tille  or  Gifet;  that  it  is  tboat  iftf  niUles  disunt  ftoM  these 
oitiiiiie^pf^nts  ;  sod  tiist  it  tMs  iiecissary  to  gott^ 
ftm&  Frftsee  by  Toura^^  Mom^  afid  Cluurleroi;  and  also  to 
fverent  6hent>  a  very  important  filace,  ftom  being  aitaefced 
h^m  I4dew  The  i^otection  of  all  these  distant  points,  vidi 
the  difficulty  ei  subsistiiig  troops^  partiec^ly  earahry  smd 
ItrtUlery^  are  sofieient  causes  to  explain  why  ^e  amies  went 
not  mate  united  in  tb^  cantonments.^  Buonaparte  ^ears 
to  htfve  i^adied  nnidi  importance  to  the  occupation  of 
Btfusselfl^  as  appears  by  the  bulletins^  found  ready  panted 
In  Mis  baggage^  which  was  eaptioed.  It  was  thereioce  of 
inoeh  inip(»tanoe  kt  every  pouit  of  view,  to  pterei^  evea  a 
teai^c^ary  eiteitpaden  of  this  city^  and  tins  ooidd  only  be  done 
by  tiskkig  an  action  in  front  of  it.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
und  Marshal  Blueher  had  also  separate  views  in  preserving 
Aeir*  lines  (^operation>*-4he  one  by  Cologne  with  Prussia; 
the  other  with  England^  by  Brussels^  whidi  neither  were 
Hispos^d  willingly  to  abai^ofl.  This  j^obaUy  may  have  bees 
fk&  cause  why  Quatre  Brds  and  Ligny  were  chosen  as  posi* 
Hone  e^wHug  both. 

It  is  ov^^i^  that  an  army  {daced  in  cantonmento,  so  as  to 
meet  all  these  objects^  could  only  be  concentrated  in  a-puau- 
tlmi  covering  tiM  city^  by  the  tro^  in  advance  b^g  able  to 
k^p  the  enemy  in  <:^ieck>  so  as  to  afibrd  time  for  tiiat  con. 
Otutrationywbic^waii  certainly  ace<nn{^hed.    ThepesttionB 


1  Biumparte  Mcmes  the  alUed  generals  fer  not  having  fonned  a  camp  in 
hoitt  of  BmtMli*  as  healkges  mi|^hat«lMen  done  in  tte  beginniBr  oC  May. 
Vh0  wet  «eaaon»  and  difficulty  of  subnitivg  so  lazge  a  body  of  troops,  ia  sortie 
lefson  against  it  Besides  which^  Buonaparte  might  have  made  demonstzatioBS 
i^  front,  and  sent  S0,000  men  from  his  garrisons  to  ravage  Ghent  and  tkm 
country  beyond  the  Scheldt,  and  cut  off  our  communications  with  Ostend.  la 
1814,  when  the  Prussians  were  concentrated  near  Brussels,  this  had  beetrdone 
With  e£Bect  flrom  Lisle.  Though  little  advantage  might  have  resulted  to  the  cak». 
my  from  such  a  measure,  much  blame  would  have  been  attached  for  not  tBki^ 
precautions  against  it.  to  cover  Brussels,  the  capital  of  the  ccJuntry,  w»»  Mku 
tainlyof  grMt  importance;  and  had  that  been  the  only  object  scimp  in  Its 
ft«atwwil4bav«eertidn]y  beta  thebestmcnif  oTeflkc^  it 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


AFFEKDIX.      KO.  Tllf.  tT 

m  tbedHRirMt  roads  of  ApptMck  from  tbe  French  fmgdet 
h^il  been  sitenti^f  reoonnoitrefl ;  that  of  Mont  St  Jetfi,  or 
Witetloo,  very  pardcnlwljr ;  and  no  t>recaiition  appeam  to 
have  been  omitted,  hj  which  an  oi^nsite  morement  of  ^ 
enemy  was  to  he  encountered. 

'  Some  moyements  were  ohserted  on  the  French  ^rottder, 
between  Liale  and  Bei|;ner,  ai  if  preparing  for  oi^^fe  ope>- 
rstions^  abont  the  end  of  MaErch^  at  whidl  period  the  troops, 
cantoned  near  Menin^  had  orders^  after  making  due  radsU 
ance^  and  destroying  the  bridge  cci  the  Lys^  to  fall  back  on 
Conrtrai^  their  point  of  assembling  ;  and  thett^  afler  mf^  $  ^ 
ristanco  as  would  not  compromise  their  safety  in  rtpre^ts  to 
endeatour  to  ascertaiA  the  objeet  of  the  enemy's  moteniett«l» 
and  giye  time  for  the  troops  to  assemble.  They  W«i«  to  fftift 
on  Ondenarde  and  Ghent^  opening  the  tdttiees^  and  extending 
the  inundation.  About  the  beginning  of  May  similar  mofe*> 
inents  were  also  obserred^  but  less  was  l9ien  to  be  apprehend^ 
cd^  since^  by  the  advanced  state  of  the  works  at  Toumay>  the 
f^te-de-pont  at  Oudenarde  and  Gfaent^  WS  then  cornmanded 
iehd  Scheldt,  and  conM  have  assumed  the  offimave. 

Great  credit  is  undoubtedly  due  to  Napoleon,  for  the  modo 
Itl  which  he  concealed  his  movements,  and  the  rapidity  Wltil 
which  he  concentrated  his  army.  The  fbreed  marches  he  was 
obliged  to  make,  appear,  however,  to  have  paralysed  his  ssbi- 
sequent  movements,  fVom  the  fatigoe  bis  troops  underwent. 
TPhe  numerous  Frendi  fbrtresses  favoured  his  i^ans  fn  a  very 
great  degree,  by  affording  him  the  meow  of  em^ying  the  gH»» 
rison  and  national  guards  to  occupy  the  advanced  posloakMig 
the  frontier,!  and  opportunity  afterwards  to  make  d^monsSrak 
tions  across  the  frontiers  near  Lisle^  whilst  he  assembled  Irff 
army  on  the  Sambre.  They  were  also  somewhat  favoured  by. 
the  circumstance,  that  hostilities  were  not  actually  commenced^ 
which  prevented  our  advanced  posts  ^even  if  they  suspected 


)  Liv.  ix.pp.e«^*a<k    Mtftiitto»ivLifc>y>lgg» 
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«  Ghuige  iv^  the  troops  oppcned  to  them)  hoot  oWiyng  ibe 
^neniy  to  ifaow  himselfy  or^  by  bringing  on  a  skirmish,  to  ob* 
itain  ftom  prisoners  intdligence  of  their  moranents.  He  had 
•nothor  adrantage  of  powerful  consequence.  The  array  be 
commanded  were  mostly  old  soldiars  of  the  same  nation,  on- 
'  4er  a  single  chief.  The  allied  armies  were  composed  of  dif« 
Jferent  natioBSy  a  great  portion  young  levies,  and  under  two 
generals,  each  of  such  reputation,  as  not  likely  to  yield  great 
jdeference  «o4he  other.^ 

.  On  the  night  of  the  14th  June,  the  French  army  Invouack- 
^  in  three  dirisions,  as  near  the  fhmtier  as  possible,  without 
being  obsevved  by  thie  Prussians ;  the  left  at  Ham-aur-heur^ 
the  centre  at  BcMimont,  where  the  headtquartera  were  esta- 
blkhed,  and  the  r^t  at  PhilipriUe^ 

At  three  o'clock,  a.m.  on  the  l^th  June,  the  French  anny 
4»os8ed  the  frontier  in  three  colunms,  directed  on  Marchi- 
ennes,  Charlerei,  and  Chatelet.  Hie  Prussian  out-posts  were 
-quickly  driven  in  ;  they,  however,  maintained  their  ground 
obstinately  at  three  points,  until  eleven  o'ck>ck,  when  Grene- 
ral  Ziethen  took  up  a  position  at  GiUy  and  Grosselies,  in  order 
40  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  then  retired  slowly 
#n  Fleurus,  agreeably  to  the  orders  of  Marshal  Blucher,  to 
sdlow  time  for  the  concentration  of  his  army.^  The  bridge  at 
Charleroi  not  having  been  completely  destroyed,  was  quickly 
jrepaired  by  the  enemy.  Upon  Ziethen's  abandoning  the 
Chaussee,  which  leads  to  Brussels  through  Quatre  Bras,Mar« 
ahal  Ney,  who  commanded  the  left  of  the  French  army,  was 
ordered  to  advance  by  this  road  upon  Gosselies,  and  found  at 
Frasnes  part  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  army,  composed  of 
Nassau  troops,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Bemardxif  Saze 


1  Bnonaparte  himtdf  hat  remarked,— "  L'aiiit6  de  oominaiidemeDt  i 
cboie  la  plus  importaiite  dana  la  guerre." 

*  Buonaparte,  Uv.  ix.  p.  69,  ratea  his  fioroe  at  lfS,400  men,  and  550  a 
Muffling,  p.  17,  at  ISO^ooa  Other  aeeounts  make  it  tmaUer,  and  Batty  .1S7«4Q0^ 
with  S50  guns. 

s Grouefay,  p.  59,  tpeaksof  the  rapidity  widi  wfaSeh  BhMber  asMmbkd his  aiMy. 
ItisalioadmMtolyyiemBlfnadinUitaiyiirilip.  . 
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Weiiiuur^  who,  after  Mnae  nkirmiihing,  mainUiwd  liit  poii^ 
tioii.^  The  French  army  was  formed  on  the  night  of  the 
15th^  in  three  cohmms^  the  left  at  Gosselies^  the  centre  near 
Gilly^  and  the  right  at  Chatelet.  Two  corpei>f  the  Fmaaan 
army  cecupied  the  position  at  Sombref  on  the  same  night, 
where  they  were  jmned  by  the  Ist  corps,  and  occupied  St 
Amand,  ^ry,  and  Ligny  ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  all  the 
exertions  of  the  Frendi,  at  a  moment  where  time  was  of  such 
importance,  they  had  only  been  able  to  advance  about  fifteen 
£ngli8h  miles  dimng  the  day,  with  nearly  fifteen  hours  of 
day-light?  The  omrps  of  Ziethen  had  sui&red  ooMideraUy, 
but  he  had  e£^ted  his  orders ;  so  that  Marshal  filucher  was 
enabled  to  assemble^ree  eorps  of  his  array,  80,000  men,  in 
position  early  on  the  l^th,  and  his  4th  corps  was  on  its  march 
to  jdn  him  that  eyening. 

The  Duke  of  Wdlington  seems  toiiaTe  expected  an  attack 
by  the  Mons  Chauss^,^  and  on  his  first  receiving  infiNrmatkm 
f[k  the  enemy's  movements,  merely  •rdeied  his  tnx>ps  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness;  this  was  on  the  evening  of  the  1^ 
of  June,  «t  six  o'dock.  Having  obtained  farther  intdligenee 
about  eleven  o'clock,  which  confirmed  the  real  attack  of  the 
enony  to  be  along  the  Sambre,  <»ders  were  immediately  givot 
lerl^e  troops  to  march  up(mQuatre  Bras;  a  fdse  movcoient 


'  1  Ney  might  probablyh»ve  driven  back  these  troopi,  and  oocupied  tfie  impor- 
taiU  portion  at  Quatre  Brag ;  but  hearing  A  heavy  cannonade  on  hif  right  ilMik* 
wheie  Ziethen  had  taken  up  his  judtion,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  halt,  and  de- 
tach a  cQvisioQ  in  the  direction  of  Fleurus.  This  brings  forward  a  remarkable 
case,  as  he  was  severely  censured  by  Napoleon,  for  not  having  literally  followed 
his  orders,  and  poshed  on  to  Quatre  Bras.  This  was  done  in  the  presence  oi 
Marshal  Grouchy,^— <see  Grouchy's  Observations  sur  la  Relation  de  la  Campagne 
de  1815,  par  General  Gourgaud,  published  at  Philadelphia  1818,)  who  gives  it  aa 
areason  (pp.  32, 35,  61,)  fior  acting  in  the  manner  he  did  on  the  18tfa«  and  not 
jnoving  to  his  left  to  support  Napoleon  at  WaterkK). 

.•Jlogniat,  p.  311,  says  that  a  great  portion  of  the  French  army  only  MMhad 
Charlerc^  hi|e  on  the  15tb,  and  Fteprus  at  11  a.m.  on  the  letb.— See  Oioueb^ 
^36. 

^  Offldal  Dispatch.— MuflUng,  p.  10, 8.— Do.  18. 
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Iwen  ensiiy  t«m6died  in  time  to  bave  fbngftt  in  ftront  of  Brut* 
tfrift^  ftttd  to  hate  effected  his  jtinetion  mtk  the  BrttMiun  ; 
and  f  fl  such  a  eose^  as  Marshal  Bhiefaer  only  fonght  al  lAffXj 
en  the  expectation  of  hcing  supported  by  the  Dnfce  ef  Wel- 
]higton>  it  is  probable  that  that  action  would  not  h«te  take^ 
place.  He  had^  honrev^,  a  safe  retreat  on  Ba!ow>  corps  and 
Mikestridtt^  as  had  the  Dnke  of  Wellington  on  Ghent  ami 
Antwerp,  or  eke  the  fikn  afterwards  adopted  of  concentM* 
ting  at  Waterloo  and  Wavres^  eonld  not  hirre  been  easily  ex* 
ecnted.  It  is,  indeed,  a  mt^i^er  of  snrprise,  that  Buonn* 
parte*  did  not  make  a  more  import«Bt  denion8tratio&  on  ^ 
dde  of  Lisle  and  Moos.  The  Duke,  in  deddlag  on  thetts 
fnorements,  was  tmder  the  necessity  ei  acting  on  ^  intii* 
ligence  given  by  spies  or  deserters^  Which  can  only  be  m 
kr  depended  on>  as  it  k  conflmied  bf  reports  f^^oin  the  out- 
pmik»,  whd  inay  be  theffiselVes  doeefvetl.^  Wbiit  wao^  tnw 
ki  lh«lr<depiirtttre,  may  bo  entiyely  ^i*ng€^«t  ihair  artivid 
^h  tiie  ittfbrMSftion;  and  whatever  nwy  hAt«  been- ^ cane 
^»ner)y,  few  or  no  lnsti»ieei»  oeenr  at  ptroMmt  of  »  pemon  in 
^  eoniddned  of  the  cabinet,  partionlarfy  oi  s  miliary  oA* 
m^,  betmyin^  the  confidence  placed  in  hint. 
-  'The  Dnfke  of  Welfington  Arrived  at  Qaatreftra8.en^I6lh, 
at  an  early  hour,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Bry,  to  concert 
measures  with  Marshal  filucher,  for  arranging  the  moat  effi- 
mmU  pinn  of  su^^rt.  It  appeared  at  that  time,  that  the  whole 
Fivneii  attack  would  be  direeteii  against  the  Praasians,  aa  cob- 
sitterable  masses  of  the  enemy  were  in  movement  in  their 
firottt^  Blacker  was  at  this  time  at  the  wind-mill  of  Bry, 
About  five  Ettglfeh  wiles  from  Quatre  Bray.*  The  Duke  pro- 


1  Muffling,  p.  17.  YetSL»otyHtokk&fPiiwA^iiniOiBUSdiolu*et6mkh 
'l^ajSgOMX  Gt  Wmtucpsttei  mov«ftt«iit8  to^  U»d  WeHhigtda.  The  eoufiev  wu  at- 
A*R«d  andwsyiaid.assupiHMedl^y  Poaelir»(ioiitrtT«iiee«  m  tIMt  be  iMd  «i  oi- 
cuse  ready  for  both  partic*. 

»  MufBin^  p.  10 
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poB9d  to«dvaii<ie  i^ob  Frafoes  and  GoMeUcs^  wlich  wcrnM. 
have  beea  a  decided  movemeBty  u  acting  on  Ibe  French  com^ 
nninkatlona,  and  immcdkudy  in  rear  of  tbeir  left  flank;  bnfr 
aa  the  tMops  could  not  bereadytoadTtnce  from  QuatreBraa 
btfoie  four  o'ciodc,  the  attack  must  have  been  too  Ute«  and  in 
the  semmtime  the  PraeBiana  womld  have  to  auetain  the  attack  oC 
neaiijr  the  whde  French  army.  Marshal  Blucher^  therefore^ 
judged  it  more  desirable,  that  the  Duke  should  form  a  jumo« 
lionirith  the  Prua^n  righl,  bj  mnrehiog  diract  by  th^  CiuMaa* 
96e  hom  Qnatre  Bras  to  Biy.i 

The  ol^^ct  of  the  enemy  en  the  16th|  a»  may  he  aoen  by 
iSkft  genend  ordcan  of  NafK^eon,  communicated  by  Soult  to 
May  and  Gnraehy,  was  to  tnrn  the  Ffoaaian  right,  by  driving 
te  Mtkh  liom  Qna&e  Brts,  «ad  then  to  march  down  the 
Obanaafe  mpon  the  Bry,  and  diua  sqporale  the  anooies.' 
For  tUa  pmrpoae  Hey  was  detadMd  with  i3,U00  men^^  Opj 
rtfoenee  to  ^e  above  orden^  it  aff^eara  that  not  much  resist* 
aace  was  exfMcted  in  getting  poeaession  both  of  Sombref  And 
QoaAve  Baaa.^  Key  has  been  aocMsed  of  Mt^mg  4o  attack,  but 
scfeteBoe  to  those  a»kn  wiU  show,  that  Key  had  not  been  com>« 
maaded  to  attack^  until  S  O'dock,  p.m.,  i»  consequence  of  th^ 
ilhea  haTtng  aasembkd  in  farce  at  Quatre  Braa.  The  pUo  was 
exceUent,  and  if  Key  had  been  ancoeasful,  would  have  led  to 
important  results.  After  obtaining  poaaesiioB  of  Quatre  Brai^ 
lie  waa  to  have  detached  part  of  his  forces  to  uttaok  the  Fktt»» 


*  Muffling,  p.  61,  allows  that  the  position  at  Ligny  was  too  mnch  extended  l» 
ake  left,  tat  tbB  tfbjmA  of  this  was  to  hare  a  liaA  of  conmnniflttioii  with  tip 
Meuse  and  Cologne ;  a  fault  alluded  to  as  arising  from  haying  two  aimies«  aai 
two  cfaieft  with  different  objects  in  view. 

«  See  orders  in  the  Appendix  to  Batty,  is  to  xiii.    Page  150  to  153. 

«  LiT.ix.  p.  103,  Official  Papers. 

^  See  Grouchy,  p.  47.    Gourgaud,  lAv,  ix.  p.  103. 

ft  It  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  an  officer  of  Ney's  bold  and  enterprising  dm- 
Ttcter,  with  so  much  at  stake,  would  have  hesitated  to  attack  at  Quatre  Bras,  if 
lie  had  had  his  troops  in  readiness,  but  it  appears  that  he  could  not  have  hat 
time  to  move  to  that  point  at  the  early  hour  stated  by  Buonaparte.  Ney  hM, 
a]so»  too  much  experience  of  the  nature  of  the  troops  he  was  opposed  to,  to  aet 
vashly. 
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idanr^t  dank  in  rear  of  St  Amand,  whilft  BiMmaparte'wiir 
makiiig  the  cbief  attad^  on  that  Tillage^  the  atrongest  in  the* 
position^  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  the  whole  Pnuaiait-* 
line  engaged.  Half  of  Key's  fume  was  left  in  reaenre  neat- 
Frasnesy  to  he  in  readiness  either  to  support  the  attadra  on 
Quatre  Bras  or  St  Amand,  and  in  the  event  of  bodk  saeoeed- 
ing,  to  turn  the  Prussian  right  hy  mardiing  direct  on  Wag- 
Ude  or  Bry.^ 

llie  village  of  St  Amand  was  well  defended ;  it  fomed 
the  strei^h  of  the  Prussian  right,  and  from  the  intersee^ 
tion  of  several  gardens  and  hedges^  waa  very  capahle  of  de« 
fence;  although  so  much  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  die  Froihr 
sian  position.  The  face  of  ^  country  in  front  of  thu  posl» 
tion  possesses  no remarkahle  ftatuies;  the  slopes  towards  ike 
stream  are  gentle^  and  of  easy  access.  Alter  a  ooBtinaed  at^ 
tack  fbr  two  hours^  the  enemy  had  only  obtained  poaseioion 
of  half  the  viUage  of  St  Amand,  and  a  iMvere  attack  waa  made 
upon  Ligny,  which  was  taken  and  retaken  several  timea.'  At 
this  time  Bucmaparte  sent  far  the  corps  of  reserve  kft  bf 
Key  at  Frasnes ;  before,  however,  it  reached  St  Ammd,  in 
consequence  of  the  chedc  they  had  sustained  at  Quatre  Brsa^ 
it  was  countermarched,  and  from  this  circumatance .  becune 
of  little  use  either  to  Buonaparte  or  Key.  Buonaparte  having 
observed  the  masses  of  troops  which  Bludier  had  brou^t  up 
behind  St  Amand,  (and  probably  in  consequence  of  the  ccvps 
above  mentioned  being  necessary  at  Quatre  Bras^)'  appears  to 
ihave  changed  the  disposition  of  his  reserves,  who  were  march- 
ing upon  St  Amanda  and  moved  them  towards  the  right,  to 


1  The  French  did  not  attack  until  3  p.  m.,  the  difRerent  corps  not  bdng  arri- 
.ved  to  make  the  neeeaiary  arrangements  at  an  earlier  hour.— Grouchy,  pw  36. 
Rogniat,  p.  341. 
,  «  Ney's  letter  to  the  Due  d'Otranto.    Pari*.  1815.~Mui&iDg.  p.  14. 

8  Mufiling,  pp.  15— 64.— Bludier  had  empk>yed  his  reserves  to  support  his  right 
j|t  St  Amand,  and  was  not  prepared  for  this  change  of  attack.  MufBing,  bow- 
ever,  eoDsiders,  that,  instead  of  his  cavalry,  had  he  moved  his  infantry  from  St 
Amand  to  ictake  Ligny,  he  would  have  succeeded  and  gained  the  actioii*  ' 
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liitidc.ftlie  Pmiiiiii  eentr^  at  Ligny,  wfaidi  they  mieoeed«d' 
ia  toeing,  aad  80  obtalaed  possession  of  that  tillage.^  Akrge* 
body  of  Frendi  cavalry,  and  another  of  infantry,  then  podi-^ 
ed  formid  to  the  height  between  Bry  and  Sombref,  imme- 
diatdy  in  the  rear  of  I^gny^  and  quite  in  the  hetrt  c£  tite^ 
Braasian  poiMon,  where  they  were  attacked  by  BliKher  at  «3ie^ 
head  of  his  eayidry ;  this  attempt  to  re-establish  the  action' 
fidled,  and  the  Pmssian  cayalry  were  driven  back  upon  the  in^ 
£u&Ury.^  It  waa  now  nine  o'clock,  about  dark,  whidi  prevented* 
the  French  from  advancing  farther,  and  they  contented  them*' 
selves  with  the  ooddpation  iji  L4gny.  The  Prnssians  did  not 
emcHate  Bry  betoethree  &e]mdk  a.  m.  on  Ae  17th.s  In  iktf 
ionise  Gi  the  night,  the  PrassianB  £bM  YmA.  on  THiy  aod 
GembkmsE.  The  loss  of  ^  PrnssiaBS,  according  to  ihAr 
own  aeaottnt,  amomited  to  14^000  men,  and  fifteen  pieces  of 
actiUery.  The  Frendi  offidid  account  in  the  Monitenr,.io 
l&/>QQ»i  1^  French  adcnowkdge  to  have  lest  7600.  Itisr 
evident  4hat  Buoniqparte>  in  changing,  the  point  of  at^wk 
fmm  ibe  Prussian  right  at  St  Amand,  to  the  centre  at  Zigvy, 
ifta  maimer  forced  the  Brasaians,  if  defeated,  to  retreat  upon 
theBritisharmy,a»d  give  up  their  own  Hne  <^  opcratioiis  ; 
but  stiU,  aft  that  hoar  in  the  evenii^,  when  the  sitnatioB  of 
the  armies  is  oenndeied,  the  diange  of  attack  appears  to  be 


1  Grouchy,  p.  10,  showi  how  little  decisive  the  battle  wai.  *<  La  bataille  d* 
Ugay  n'a  fini  que  ven  la  neuf  heure  de  soir ;  seulemeat  alon  la  retraite  de» 
PruMiens  a  4t6  pTefum^.** 

»  Here  it  was  that  Blacher  ww  so  nearly  fislliog  into  Aehandsof  thsr  Frcnohr 
eavalry. 

B  Grouchy,  p.  11,  says,  that,  even  on  the  17th,  it  was-  supposed  the  PrussiaBS 
had  retired  upon  Naumur,  so  feebly  were  they  followed;,  the  light  cavalry  of 
General  Pajot  pursued  them  hi  this  direction  on  the  17th,  captured  afew  guBS» 
liluch,  with  some  stragglers,  as  are  found  in  all  armies,  was  his  whole  success. 

*  The  St  Hdena  productions  raise  the  amount  to  20,000  men*  10  ginu^ 
standards,  &&  See  Grouchy  on  that  subject,  in  answer  to  Oourgaud,  pp.  48» 
i49.— Montholon  says  they  lost  6O,O0a~Liv.  x.  148,  says  that  the  Prussian  army 
was  reduced  to  40,000  men  by  the  loss  they  had  sustained ;  30,000  men  killed  ami 
wounded,  and  20,000  men,  who  had  disbanded  and  ravaged  the  hanks  of  the 
Meiice,,  and  by  the  detachments  sent  to  cover  their  reti«at>  aad  that  of  the  h$c 
gage,  in  the  direetion  of  Namur. 

10 
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the  mdy  bopt  lie  hud  of  otaioing  even  •  pMtiftl  Mciaw  ^ 
wite  eodi  dimsitttaoie  U  im  pedb^stke^M  eeoi^ 
eiMdd  poieae.^ 

It  if  not  euf  to«oiieeife  tlwlodefat,  ia  tmj  oii%  woaUb- 
ht^re  beta  each  -as  to  pvevent  thek  jonetieB,  nnee  etch  mnmf^ 
bodrajDhoomdetablo  rtMmetmmm  momv^m^  «nd«lMa 
vpOB  them ;  hut  eves  in  ta  extreme  case,  ti^r  eesM  tmk 
hvn  letifedoB  their  ibyticim,  eodfovmedeBbvnehed  camps 
eC  perfot  aeeoHtj,  with  emy  meaiia  of  fipaiidttg  «ie  loana 
tbeyfiialidned.s 

The  force  of  ihe  enemy,  at  the  time  theDnlceof  W«ltiiq;tM 
lift  QvatreBeaa  to  conmimicate  with  Mncher,  appeared  <o4io 
a»  we^,  &at  BO  eerioM  attadc.waa  at  that  lime  to  b»qpfv»^ 
liendM;btttenhbrelHmjl»thatpeeilion,aheBttte«ao!deck, 
hetamd  diey  had  aammhiida  lafge-feweatFraaBia,  •»* 
were  pmpanngfbr  an  attack,  wUdb  wia  made  ahoo^  hai& 
paat  dnee  o'cleek  by  two  oohnma  of  iafiuitry ,  mid  neariy  ail 
Offib  cavalry,  aapported  hy  a  faeaTyfim  of  artillecy.  Tkm 
fiwce  at  that  tfaoe  nnder  hie  orden,  waa  17,00e  inlhntiy  and 
9000  cavalry,  of  wbk^  about  4A0O. were  Etiliiii  InAartry,  tim 
feal  Hawvertami,  and  Belgianc^  aad  Kamau  traopi.<  Tiwsr 
8tirilelAainedaMaeaaeoe88,dri#mg  back  die  JMgiaftaad 
caYfiry  ;  th^  eavaky  pcBet»ted  i 


I  Hm  intentioa  of  the  allied  maiefiehak  to  remain  togeChor,  whstencr  might  be 
the  iune,  is  known.  Lord  Wellington  had  ordered  the Inoadeftioiif  of  Antwerp 
to  be  efteted  to  their  ntmmt  extent.  The  iDctseiMi  were  to  hnw  been  aben« 
doned  to  their  own  ttrength,  and  had  the  erenti  of  the  16th  been  such  ae  to  nn- 
i— iHefi  a  xctreat,  and  give  up  Bxuisels*  Maestricht  is  probably  the  point  on  irMek 
both  armies  would  have  retired* 

t  Had  eariier  or  mote  posHiTe  intonMrtioB  of  the  enemy's  plans  been  leeelyea 
by  Lord  Wellington,  and  the  troops  put  in  movement  on  tlie  evening  of  the  ISt^ 
the  oonbinations  of  the  two  aBied  ddeft  nrotdd  have  been  perftct  Nothing 
mere  if  neeeipary  to  show  how  wellttacfar  plans  had  been  laid,  but  which  were  not 
«n<ed  into  ftdleflbet,  by  one  of  those  aoddentd  occurrences  Which  no  hnmaB 
ftcesl^  eaa  prevent. 

e  Uv.  ta.  p.  103.  Boonaperte  says,  HhA  Noy  attaeked  with  1«,COO  hfifimtrr* 
ana envsAry,  and44  guns,  leaning  16,000  infimtry,  45Ci0eavatry,  and  64  «nns.  In 
leasrve  at  Frasnes. 
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Iwlkmitj  fciftwi  thtj  Wi  firftt  lim>  to  fonn  wqpMfm,  tad  far* 
oedlftfarttonlmiito^faiadj^niQgiioad;  llwy  were*  how^ 
«v«r>  vepiiked.  At  diit  period  of  die  acticm^  iite  tluid  BrU 
tirii  dbkioB)  fUMler  CreDandJUten,  ttiivod  about  four  o'dode, 
iwtt  ttbn  Hkt  oetion  hod  eenuneaeeiL  They  eoMbted  of 
ehoot  6ade  nen,  aad  were  oen^pooed  of  Britiah^  King's  Getu 
BHHi  JLegiMi,  Mid  Haaowiittie.  Thrjr  hod  oimm  diffieolty  in 
jMBKtuttiBg  ^Mir  gromidy  oad  one  reghnont  loet  a  ecdmir.^ 
They  eaoceeded*  hewerer,  in  repelling  the  eneny  from  the 
«d?uieed  point!  he  had  gained  at  the  fiorm  ni  Gemkieoinrt 
and  Yiifaige  of  FiiReraont. 

NeyotiU,  howeior>  oooiqpied  part  of  Uie  wood  of  Botso, 
iMA  eadands  ftoaaQoatre-Bras;  €11  the  rig^  of  thetoad  10* 
wards  Fraeaes^  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile*  Tins  fatottr* 
cd  an  altadc  on  the  right  of  our  positaon^  which  he  according- 
lymadi^  alter  haling  beettiepolaed  on  die  left.  At  lids  no* 
SBent  thedirision  of  Ge«ral  Codse^  (Gvsrds,)  4000  strong,  ar« 
liaed  from  Sn^ioi,  and  mi^rially  asdsted  to  repd  this  at* 
laek,  which,  after  considerable  exertions,  was  dime,  and  the 
OMBy  driven  hack  upon  Fraanes,  in  mnoh  eopfasioii*  This 
a&ir  was  aevaEely  eoBtested,  tsd  ^oogh  the  mnemj  were  zo* 
psdwiii  the  leas  on  eadi  mde  was  neariy  espial,  owii^  to  the 
snpcrifliky  of  the  Frendb  in  artiUary*  The  loss,  howo««r,  in* 
flidfeed  on  the  French  by  the  fire  of  mnd^etry,  which  their  at* 
taekiBg  cofauoins  were  exposed  to,  was  very  connderaUe,  mA 
oooniterbalanoed  the  advantage  they  derired  from  their  artillery. 
It  required  great  exertions  to  nuuntain  the  important  post  of 


1  TUsbeloogedtottM69tiingiii»it,iiattotli«4Sd,MUT.ix.ttatcs,p.lOI. 
^d  was  ahnoit  the  only  one  captured  duiing  the  whole  war.  It  may  here  be  re- 
marked, that  if  Che  French  had  carried  one  quarter  the  number  of  eagles  with 
Afeir  r^^ments  fbaA  we  have  of  eoloun,  a  raudi  haget  ytopat^n  would  now  be 
feUBd  at  WlutehaU.  A  weak  battalion  of  English  iaCfnitry  atwayi  sanies  two 
large  colours,  very  heavy  and  inconvenient*  whilst  a  Frendi  eagle,  about  the 
sise  of  a  l>Iackbird,  was  only  given  to  a  regiment  composed  of  sev^end  battalions, 
which  was  easily  secured  in  case  of  defeat. 

VOL,  IX.  h 
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,QiiaSi«»fiMB^  in  Che  presmt  Nfetm  otnadoni  «l  Ihe  two 
anaiet.  It  is  certaiB  tkat,  if  Ney  had  adranced  as  npidly  as 
Bomiaparte  says  he  mi^t  ha^  dene,  he  '^ould  ha?e  obtain- 
ed his  otiject  Ney,  however,  in  his  letter,  contradictB  the 
possibility  of  his  having  dime  so,  which  temns  to  becotttenod 
.by  Soolt's  letter  toJuiD,,d«ted  at  2  o'eloek  f.m*  whoehe  talk 
him  that  Grouchy  is  to  attack  Bry  with  the  3d  aDd.4thx«rp8, 
at  half  past  2  P.M.;'  thatheistoattadctheoOTpsinhisfiriMit, 
and  afterwards  to  assist  Grottehy ;  but  thai.if  he  (Ney)  detets 
the  troops  in  his  iront  first.  Grouchy  would  be  «dered  to  as- 
sist his  operations.  It  is  most  i^robaUe  that  the  corps  left  at 
^Fraanes,  whidi  Ney  eom{daihs  was  taken  away  withmU  his 
knowledge,  was  destined  to  assist  ^thor  attack  aa  m^^t  be 
found  necessary. 

£yen  had  Ney  got  possession  of  Quatre^Bras  at  m  eariy 
Jumr,  he  would  scarcely  have  been  aUe  to  detadi  any  jniffi- 
cient  force  against  the  Prussians,  seeing,  ^B  he  must  have 
done,  or  at  least  ought  to  have  calculated,  that  the  firitiih 
ibrces  were  arriving  rapidly  on  the  point  which  we  swpfom 
him  to.haVe  occupied.  The  British  could  have  still  retreated 
OXK  Waterloo,  and  been  concentrated  on  the  17th  at  that  po- 
sition ;  and  there  was  irathing  to  prevent  the  Pmsaiana  te^ 
treating  on  Wavre,  as  they  afterwards  did.  Thon^^  Buo- 
naparte says,3  that  on  the  15th  evisrything  had  succeeded  as 
he  wished,  and  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  had  manoraned 
as  he  would  have  wished  him  to  do;  yet  one  corps  of  the 
Prussian  army  had  so  far  kept  him  in  check,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  reach  Fleurus ;  and  on  the  16th,  could  not  com- 
mence the  attack  until  three  hours  after  mid- day.  He  did 
not  gain  possession  of  Quatre-Bras  until  the  forenocm  of  the 
17th.  He  had  sustained  a  severe  check  with  one  part  of  his 
army,  and  gained  an  indecisive  action  with  the  other ;  the 
loss  of  the  allies  not  exceeding  his  own,  whilst  they  had  the 
advantage  of  retiring  leisurely  on  their  resources  and  rein- 


1  See  Official  Papers  in  the  Appendix  to  Bttty. 
>  LiT.  ix.  p.  209. 
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teeeiaeKtB^aid  bf  theretneRt,gftiw  up  no  plaoe  orpoiiticm  now 
of  conaeqnenee  to  the  panning  enony.  'Hie  randt  of  the  ope- 
rations of  the  16th  pKodiioed  no  importasit  oomequenoei  to  the 
f  lendi.  The  odelnrated  engineer.  General  Rogniat,  does  not 
htsilate  to  t^rm  it  an  indedaiTO  action.  The  saceenof  the  Biri<- 
tishin  repelling  the  attack  of  Qoatrfr-Bras,  tended  to  make 
th^n  meet  the  renewed  attack  at  Waterloo  with  mere  oonfr- 
dence,  and  probably  had  a  contrary  effect  on  the  enemy ;  whttst 
the  manner  in  whi^  the  Prussian  corps  of  Thielman  received 
the  attack  of  Grouchy  on  the  18th>  who  had  superior  forces, 
;showed  how  little  tbe  confidence  of  the  Prussians  had  been 
ahak^  by  the  action  at  Ligny.  It  may  be  observed,  that  the 
.forces  eng^ed  at  Ligny  were  nearly  equal,  even  deducting 
B'Erlon's  corps,  whidi  was  left  at  Frasnes,  as  not  engaged. 
The  French  passed  the  frontiers  with  about  1S5,000  men— 
filucber  had  80,000— and  at  ifte  tloie  of  the  day.  Lord  Weir* 
,liBgton  bad  30,000.^  The  commanders  of  the  allied  armies 
appear  not  to  have  overrated  what  was  to  be  expected  from 
their  troops,  which  was  ufA  exactly  the  case  with  their  oppo* 
nenta. 

The  outline  of  the  operations,  and  the  strategic  on  the  pari 
of  Napoleon  to  separate  the  two  armies,  was  no  doubt  finely 
concdved>  and,  as  we  have  seen,  was  nearly  successful ;  yet  itfs 
presumed,  that,  had  it  been  so,  even  to  the  extent  Buraaparte 
could  hope  or  expect,  the  allies  had  still  a  safb  retreat,  kvA 


1  Liv.  ix.  p.  60.  BuonAporte  renuurks  that  the  numbers  of  theaUiedjuaaiy 
miist  not  be  rated  at  their  niimerieal  force.  "  Parceque  I'arm^  des  aUite  ^it 
oompotte  de  troupes  plus  ou  motais  bonnes.  Un  Anglois  pourrait  €tre  compt^ 
pourunFxancsJs;  et  deux  HoUandais,  Prttsriaoi^  on  homines  de  la  eoirfiMenitiop, 
pour  un  Francais.  Les  ann^  ennemiet  6toient  cantoon^es  sous  le  conunande- 
ment  de  deux  Gdn^raux  di£r§rents,  et  fonn^  de  deux  nations  dlvis^  d'int^£ts 
et  de  sentiments."  His  army,  on  the  contrary,  was  under  <me  chief,  the  idcd  oC 
his  soldiers,  who  were  of  the  best  deseriptiou— reterans  who  had  fooj^tin  the 
brilliant  campaign  of  1813-14,  and  draughts  from  the  muneious  ganriaons  who 
had  since  entered  France  from  Antwerp,  Hamburg,  Magdeburg,  Dantzic,  Bby- 
•nee,  Alexandria,  Mantua,  &c.  with  the  numeious  prisoom  from  ^J^gla^^d.  Ut, 
lx.p,J01.  ... 
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waMdm^Tmmwnm  OnaU«4b8»iiwMftfdciiktmof  ImKi. 
II  k  bir^ly  fOMiUe  to  kB0v  tht  poi>«  ca  CBterprinig  CBC^ 
means  to  altoek,  espeebUy  on  so  extended  a  line ;  asd  heve 
iihe  asiailani  baa  the  adTanftage*  Favlt  haa  been  fbmd  wiA 
^  Duke  of  WelliBgtoa  ler  h«?ing  no  artillery  and  lory  fbw 
e*?alry  xnpoa  the  16th.  No  portion  of  either  were  with  the 
feaerre  at  BrHsaeU*  whieh  is  remarkaU^  partieolarij  aa  re- 
garda  the  artillery.^ 

The  tpirited  manner  in  whidi  the  Allied  Mambala  adhered 
to  their  plana  of  defence  preTioaaly  agreed  on,  and  extrieated 
ihcmtelTea  from  die  difBcaltiea  which  the j  found  theouielvea 
plaoed  in»  by  the  indden  and  vigoroaa  attadc  they  had  to  mu* 
tain,  and  whidi  their  diatinct  commands  tended  rather  to  in« 
erca8e>  muat  ooaamand  admiration ;  and  ainoe  war  is  only  a 
great  gnoe,  where  the  moTements  are  influenced  by  many 
erenta  which  occur  ducii^  their  execution  and  progrcm 
etenta  which  human  calculation  cannot  foresee — ^it  becomea 
eai^  to  criticise  when  the  operations  are  passed,  when  all  the 
data  on  which  they  rested,  or  might  haye  rested,  are  known ; 
but  to  fixrm  agood  plan  of  attack,  or  a  campaign— to  act  with 
dectaicm  and  firmnesa,  and  with  a  "  coup  d'oeil,"80  aa  imme* 
diatdy  to  profit  by  the  dumges  which  incessantly  take  plac^ 
ean  be  said  oi  very  few  men  of  the  many  who  ha?e  erer  ar- 
rived at  the  command  of  an  army. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i7th,  the  British  troops  remained 
in  possession  of  Quatre-Bras,  where  the  rest  of  the  army  had 
joined  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  was  prepared  to  main- 
tain  that  position  against  the  French  army,  had  the  PruniaBa 
ipemained  in  the  position  of  Ligny,  so  as  to  giye  him  su{^port. 

Marshal  Blucher  had  sent  an  aide-de-camp  to  infinrm  the 
Duke  of  his  retreat,  who  was  unfortunately  killed ;  and  it 
was  not  until  seven  o'clock  on  the  17tb,  that  Lord  Welling* 


1  ThMthrifidttorinMieishtNii-poaiidMrf  wcM  prspaiicf  ftt  ftrusseb»  but  not 
ki  a  >utt  of  forwurdncit  to  b«  lent  to^  W»t«rloo. 
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ton  learned  the  direction  whkh  the  Pitusiani  had  talcen.    A 
petrel  lent  at  dey-iight  to  communicate  with  ^e  Pmssiens^ 
edvanced  beyond  Bry  and  Sombref,  which  confirmed  bow  Uu 
lie  of  the  Pruiffiian  positi<m  had  been  occupied  by  the  Fren^, 
Hie  Prussians  had  falkn  back  very  leisurely  on  Wa?re^  their 
Kar-guard  occupying  Bry,  which  they  did  not  evacuate  hefyre 
three  o'doek  on  the  morning  of  the  17th.    Buonaparte,  in 
deodving  the  French  people^  by  the  accounts  he  gave  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Prussians  at  Ligny^  seems  almost  to  have  decei- 
ved himself.    He  must  have  known  that  the  action  was  not 
a  decisive  one— that  the  enemy  had  retired  in  excellent  order 
-^that  he  had  not  been  able  to  pursue  them — and  that  hit 
own  loss  must  have  considerably  weakened  his  army^  whikt 
Ae  Prussians  were  faUing  back  upon  their  reinftircementt— 
and,  above  all,  that  Marshal  Blucher  commanded  Aem. 
The  Prussian  army  was  concentrated  at  Wavre  at  an  early 
hour,  and  communication  took  place  between  the  Buke  of 
Wellington  and  Blucher,  by  which  a  junction  of  the  «rmy 
was  arranged  for  the  succeeding  day  at  Waterloo.  ^   The  re- 
trograde  movement  of  the  Prussians  rendered  a  correspond- 
ing one  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  British,  which  wma 
performed  in  the  most  leisurely  manner,  the  Duke  allowing 
the  men  time  to  finish  their  cooking.    About  ten  o'clock,  ^e 
whole  array  retired,  in  three  columns,  by  Genappe  and  Ni- 
velles,  towards  a  position  at  Waterloo— a  rear-guard  was  left 
to  occupy  the  ground,  so  as  to  conceal  the  movement  firom  the 
enemy,  who,  about  mid-day,  deployed  their  troops  in  columna 
of  attack,  as  if  expecting  to  find  the  English  army  in  posi- 
tion there.    They  immediatdy  followed  up  the  retreat  with 
cavalry  and  light-artillery.    An  affkir  of  cavalry  occurred  a 
Genappe,  where  the  7th  hussars  attacked  a  French  regiment 
of  lancers  without  success;  upon  which  the  heavy  cavaky 


1  Muffling,  p.  SO,  My*.  "  that  Blucher  only  ariied  for  time  to  dirtrlbutt  fyoi 
Md  eartridgei  to  hift  men.** 
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ifere  Immght  lip  by  the  Marquis  of  Anglesea^  wbo  diecktd 
the  enemy's  advance  by  a  vigorous  and  decisive  charge. 

As  the  tioops  arrived  in  position  in  front  of  Mont  Saint 
Jean,  they  took  up  the  ground  they  were  to  maintain,  whidi 
was  efl^cted  early  in  the  evening.  The  weather  began  to  be 
very  severe  at  this  period.  The  whole  French  army,  under 
Buonaparte,  with  the  exception  of  two  corps  under  Grouchy^ 
(SSyOOO  men,  and  108  guns,)  took  up  a  position  immediately 
in  front ;  and,  after  some  cannonading,  both  armies  remain- 
ed  opposite  to  each  other  during  the  night,  the  rain  falling  in 
torrents.  The  Duke  had  already  communicated  with  Mar* 
shal  Blncher,  who  promised  to  come  to  his  support  with  the 
whole  of  his  army,  on  the  Ynorning  of  the  1 8th.  It  was  con- 
sequently decided  upon  to  cover  Brussels,  (the  preservation 
Qf  which  was  of  such  importance,  in  every  point  of  riew,  to 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands^)  by  maintaining  the  position  of 
Mont  St  Jean.  The  intention  of  the  allied  chiefs,  if  they 
were  not  attacked  on  the  18th^  was  to  have  attacked  the  ene« 
my  on  the  19th. 

Since  we  are  now  arrived  at  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean, 
k  may  be  necessary  to  offer  a  few  remarks  as  r^ards  the  po- 
sition itself,  which  has  been  considered  as  a  bad  one  by  some 
writers,^  and  some  loose  allusions  to  its  defects  thrown  out; 
but  more  particularly  fixing  upon  its  not  affording  a  secure 
iietreat,  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  attack  having  proved 
successful.  Previous,  however,  to  entering  into  any  disquisi- 
tion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean,  it  may 
be  well  to  consider  a  few  of  the  conditions  that  are  judged 
essential  in  a  greater  or  less  d^ree,  for  every  position  taken 
up  by  an  army.  The  first  requisite  is,  that  the  ground  in 
firo»t^  within  cannon-shot,  should  be  well  seen ;  and  every 
poiat  of  approach  with  musket-shot,  well  discovered.^2d. 
That  the  ground  which  is  occupied  should  admit  of  a  free  com- 


>  MonUiolon,  VII.  p.  134.    Liv,  IX.  pp.  lf«— 207.     Courgaud,  p.  131. 
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munkmtion  for  troops  and  gaoB,  from  right  to  left,  imd  from 
front  to  rear,  in  order  to  move  supports  wherever  they  may 
be  wanted ;  also  that^  by  the  sinuodties  of  the  ground,  or 
other  cover,  such  movements  may  be  made  unseen  by  the 
Miemy. — 3d,  That  your  flanks  rest  on  vome  support,  secure 
from  being  turned— -And,  lastly,  that  your  retreat  be  ensured 
in  the  event  t>f  your  position  being  forced  or  turned. 

The  site  of  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jean,  and  the  featurss 
of  the  ground  round  it,  have  been  so  often  and  wdldescribedi 
that  we  may  eondnde  it  to  be' familiar  to  most  people ;  and 
hence  the  possession  of  these  necessary  conditions  will  be  al« 
ready  evident.  The  easy  slope  from  our  front  into  the  valley, 
fjtmn  whence  it  rises  in  an  ascent  equally  gentle  and  r^uku-, 
to  the  opposite  heights,  on  which  the  enemy  were  posted  at  the 
distamce  of  about  a  mUe,  or  a  mile  and  a  half,  gave  it,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  the  condition  stated  in  the  first  remark.  The 
two  diauss^,  nmning  nearly  perpendicular  to  our  line, — 
the  valley  immediately  in  rear  of  our  first  line,  and  parallel 
to  it,  with  two  country  roads  passing  in  the  same^direction; 
also  the  openness  of  the  country, — ^gave  the  position  the  requi« 
sites  mentioned  m  the  second.  The  same  valley  afforded  co- 
ver for  the  support  of  the  first  line;  also  for  its  artillery,  and 
spare  ammunition- waggons ;  whilst  the  second  line  and  re« 
serves,  placed  «n  and  behind  the  next  ridge,  and  abou(  500 
or  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  first,  were  unseen  from  the  enemy's 
position,  although  certainly  so  far  exposed,  that  many  of  his 
shot  and  shells,  which  passed  over  the  first  line,  ricoched  into 
the  second,  and  amongst  the  reserves.  The  fourth  requisite, 
as  far  as  regards  the  security  of  the  flimks,  was  completely 
obtained,  by  the  occupation  of  the  village  of  Braine  la  Leude 
on  its  right,  which  would  have  been  entrenched,  but  for  an 
accidental  misunderstanding  of  orders ;  and  La  Haye  and 
Ohain  on  the  left ;  also  by  both  flanks  being  thrown  back  on 
the  forest  of  Soignies. 

That  our  retreat,  in  case  of  a  reverse,  was  sufficiently 
provided  for,  we  trust,  notwithstanding  the  criticism  above 
noticed,  to  establish  Jn  a  satisfactory  manner.     Our  posi- 
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tion  wM  fnffideiitljr  m  9dymm  o€  die  sml^mim  9i  rihe 
cbauss^  into  the  foiest,  to  give  a  freaapprettcb  fmm.eHtf 
part  of  the  field  to  that  point;  vhkh  the  mnincloacd  iti^ 
«£  the  country  afforded  the  teoopa  every  meana  of  j^mO^ 
ing  by.  Had  our  first  poaitiou  been  foroed,  the  vUlage  -of 
Hont  St  Jean»  at  the  junction  of  the  two  chOTMeeaj  ajibntteA 
an  excellent  centre  of  support  for  a  second^  which  the  enemji 
would  have  had  equal  difficulty  in  carrying ;— rhesides  which 
there  is  another  furm  house  and  wood  immediately  behind 
Mont  St  Jean,  and  in  front  of  the  entranee  ef  the  fereal^ 
which  would  have  ^labled  us  to  fce^  ap&x  that  mtranea. 
By  occupying  these  points^  we  might  hare  at  any  time  ^ 
feeted  a xetieat;  and  with  suffici^u  Idsure  to  have  alloweA 
all  the  gnnsj  that  were  in  a  state  to  be  moyed^  to  file  off  inlil 
the  forest.  Undoubtedly^  had  our  centre  been  broken  by  tba 
last  attacic  of  the  enemy,^  a  considerable  part  of  our  artitteiy 
must  have  been  left  bdund,  a  number  of  guns  diaabteck  an4 
mas^  men  and  horses  killed  and  wounded;  these  mitfl 
have  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  also  the  biagad^  al 
the.  points  attack^>  which  were  placed  ratbo?  in  front  4lf 
the  infimtry,  and  ronained  until  the  last,  firing  grape  ahfll 
into  the  enemy's  columns.  The  men  and  horses  would  have 
saved  themselves  with  the  infantry^  and  soon  found  a  fr^eah 
equipment  in  the  fortresses.  The  troc^  at  HougMOQi^ 
wpuld  have  been  cut  off  had  that  attack  succeeded^  but  theia 
retreat  was  open^  either  upon  the  o»ps  of  1^^000  men  left  at 
UaUe  to  cover  Brussds^  or  upon  Braine  la  Iieude»  which.wae 
occupied  by  a  brigade  of  infantry,  who  had  atrengthened  theiv 
pest ;  between  which  and  our  ri^t  flank  a  loigade  of  caicidl^ 
kept  a  communication  open.  From  Braine  la  I^eude  thore 
is  a  very  good  road  through  the  forest  by  Alemberg  to  Brus* 
aels»  by  wlaoh  the  tioops  and  artillery  of  our  right  flank 
emiM  have  effected  thdr  retreat;  If  wenowSu^pos^thatthe 
enemy,  instead  of  our  right  centre,  had  broken  our  left  centre 


^  About  Mi  pmite^mu 
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hfih^pmAMKk  ke naaees  it  at  tiuee  a'dock,  Ohiin  tf^ 
IMvd  oMrijT  tkt  MUM  adnmtiige  to  tbe  left  of  oar  armjy  t^ 
Bnine  la  Leade  wo«ld  lutTe  done  on  ^  r%bt.  A  rood  leodo 
Urm  it  diro^  the  HM^it  to  Bmtselt;  or  that  wing  might 
hKV  retked  on  the  Pmssiana  at  Wayre ;  so  that,  had  either 
of  Uieae  two  grand  attacka  tuoceeded^  the  retreat  into  the  de« 
ilei  of  the  forest  need  not  hare  been  precipitated.  It  is  no 
fimlt  of  oar  troops  to  take  alarm  and  loae  confidasce^  beeauae 
Hi^  find  themselTes  tnmed  or  partially  beaten.  Of  this  many 
inate&ees  might  be  given*  The  best  proof>  bower er^  is^  that 
the  enemy  em  scarcely  daim  baring  made  a  few  hvuidred 
prfsoners  diving  the  whole  of  the  last  war.  No  sncceas  on  tiie 
part  of  the  en^ny^  wbieb  they  bad  a  right  to  caletilate  on^ 
eeold  have  then  preciidtated  us  into  the  forest  in  total  «li8CNr« 
dar.  The  attadcs  we  snsti^ned  to  ^e  last  on  the  18th>  were 
SES  determined  and  severe  as  oan  be  ocmceiTed*  StiU,  to  the 
kwt>  a  part  of  the  reserve  and  the  cavalry  had  not  sofi^red 
nudi ;  whereas  the  Ftendi  tavalry  (beayy)  had  all  been  en« 
'gaged  before  five  o'clock^  and  were  not  in  a  state,  fn»n  the 
atfvere  lesaes  l^ey  had  sostained,  to  take  advantage  of  a  yie« 
lory.* 

'  Bitt  m^pose  we  bad  been  driven  into  the  wood  in  a  state 
of  denmte,  similar  to  what  the  French  were,  the  forest  did 
tiot  keep  na  hermetically  sealed  np,  aa  an  impenetrable  marsh 
did  the  defeated  troops  at  Austerlita*  The  remains  of  our 
fettered  battalk>ns  would  have  gained  the  fwest,  and  found 
themselTes  in  seouity.  It  cmststs  of  tall  trees  without  under* 
wood,  passable  almost  anywhere  for  men  and  hcnrses.  Hie 
troops  could,  therefore,  have  gained  the  diaute^  through  it» 


t  See  Lir*  IX.  p^  19&  "  Alaii  S  dnq  heafet  aprte  midi,  Vanait  se  tnrava  latti 
avoir  une  reserve  de  cavalerie.  Si,  &  huit  beures  et  demi,  cette  reierve  eut  ex* 
{st^r  dec  &C 

It  Is  singular  bow  great  soldiers,  in  reporting  military  actions,  wiJD  contradict 
each,  otliec.  Napolecm  aacribes  the  loss  of  the  tattle  in  great  measure  to  hit 
cavalry  being  so  soon  and  generally  engaged,  that  he  had  not  a  reserve  left  to 
protect  his  retreat.  General  Foy,  on  the  contrary,  afflrms,  thM  it  was  not  tha 
Frendi,  but  the  British  cavalry*  which  wai  aanihtlatcd  at  Waterloo.*Gttcrrtf  d9 
la  Ptnliuule,  p.  116«  Note* 
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aad  when  we  al  last  cftine  t»  mmBbe  ounelTes  to  Um  deteae^ 
of  the  entrance  to  the  ioneutf  eTeiy  pemm,  the  least  ea^poriib 
eoced  ia  war^  knows  the  extreme  difficolty  in  todng  in£intrjr 
from  a  wood  which  cannot  he  turned.  A  few  regiments^  wi^ 
or  without  artillery^  would  have  kept  the  whole  Frendi  army 
in  cheeky  even  if  they  had  heen  as  fresh  as  the  day  they  cxossed 
the  frontiers.^  Indeed^  the  forest  in  our  rear  gave  us  so  eTid^it 
an  advantage^  that  it  is  difficult  tohdieve  that  an  ohservatioii 
to  the  contrary  was  made  hy  Napoleon.  Could  be  quite  forg^ 
his  own  retreat?  It  little  availed  him  to  have  two  fine  chaus- 
w6esy  and  an  open  country  in  his  rear;  his  materkl  was  -all 
abandoned,  and  not  even  a  single  battalion  kept  together. 
.  The  two  farms  in. front  of  the  position  of  Mont  St  Jeoij 
gave  its  principal  dtrength.  That  of  Hougoraont,  with  its 
gardens  and  inclosures;  could  omtain  a  force  sufficient  to  make 
it  a  most  impcnrtant  post.  La  Haye  Sainte  was  too  small  £ot 
that  purpose ;  otherwise  its  situation  in  the  Genappechauss^ 
in  the  centre  of  the  position,  r^dered  it  better  adapted  for 
that  purpose.  These  farms  lay  on  the  slope  of  the  vaUey> 
about  1400  yards  apart,  in  front  of  out  line ;  so  that  no  co- 
lumn of  the  enemy  could  pass  between  them,  without  being 
exposed  to  a  flank  fire.  Indeed,  without  these  posts^  the 
ground  gave  us  little  advantage  over  our  enemy,  excq>t  the 
loss  he  must  be  necessarily  exposed  to  in  advancingin  ccduma 
upon  a  line  already  fixed. 

From  these  observations  it  will  appear  that  our  retreat  was 
well  secured,  and  that  the  advantages  of  the  position  for  a  field 
of  battle  were  very  consideraj^le ;  so  that  there  was  little  risk 
but  that  it  would  have  been  successfully  defended,  even  if  the 
Prussians  had  by  *'  some  fatality"  been  prevented  from  form- 
ing a  junction.  The  difficulties  of  the  roads,  from  the  sei«re 
rains,  detained  them  from  joining  us  at  least  double  the  time 


1  On  the  16th,  at  Quatre-Bras,  the  35d  regiment,  (British,)  and  afterwards  two 
battalions  of  the  Guards,  when  obliged  to  give  way  to  an  attack  of  the  enemy, 
and  pursued  by  the  French  cavalry,  saved  themselves  in  the  wood  of  Bptsu*  fonfi* 
ed  along  the  skirts  of  it,  and  repelled  the  enemy  with  severe  loss. 
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that  was  cakukted  upon.  We  had  tberrfore  to  sustain  the  atN>' 
tack  of  a  superior  army  so  much  longer ;  yet  they  were  not 
able  to  make  any  impression.  £y^  attack  had  been  most 
successfully  repulsed ;  and  we  may  safely  infer  that>  even  if 
the  Prussians  had  not  joined  in  time,  we  would  still  have 
been  able  to  maintain  our  position,  and  repulse  the  ^emy, 
but  might  have  been  perhaps  unable^  as  was  the  ease  at  Ta* 
lavera^  to  profit  by  this  advantage^  or  to  follow  up  our  sue* 
cess.'^ 

The  morning  of  the  18th^  and  part  of  the  forenoon^  were 
passed  by  the  enemy  in  a  state  of  supineness^  for  which  it  was 
difficult  to  account.  The  rain  had  certainly  retarded  his  move* 
ments,  more  particularly  that  of  bringing  his  artillery  into  po- 
sition ;  yet  it  was  observed^  that  this  had  been  accomplished 
at  an  early  hour.  In  Grouchy 's  publication^  we  find  a  reaaon 
which  may  have  caused  this  delay ;  namely,  that  Napc^eon's 
ammunition  had  been  so  much  exhausted  in  the  preceding  aQ« 
tions,  that  there  was  only  a  sufficiency  with  the  army  for  an 
action  of  eight  hours,  fiuonaparte  states^  that  it  was  necessary 
to  wait  until  the  ground  was  sufficiently  dried,  to  ^able  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  to  manoeuvre;^  however^  in  such  a  soil, 
a  few  hours  could  make  very  little  difference,  particularly  as 
a  drizzling  rain  continued  all  the  morning,  and  indeed  after 
the  action  had  commenced.  The  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  the 
night  of  the  17  th  to  18th,  was  no  doubt  more  disadvantageous 
to  the  enemy  than  to  the  troops  under  Lord  Wellington ;  the 


*  1  T)}e  annies  were  now  placed  mider  thdr  fAToiirite  commaiiden>  as  the  mill, 
tary  of  both  natioiu  had  long  wished ;  and  on  an  arena  which  may  be  considered 
M  fidr  a  one  as  could  well  have  offered  in  the  diances  of  war.  The  British  troops, 
however,  were  not  composed  of  our  best  r^ments,  at  least  our  inftmtry,  nor 
equal  to  that  army  which  had  been  in  the  preceding  year  in  the  south  of  France. 
Many  of  the  most  efficient  r^^euts  had  been  sent  to  America ;  first  a  brigade 
ftom'Bourdeaux  to  Washhigton ;  another  to  Canada ;  and  afterwards  a  force  flrom 
Portsmouth  to  New  Orleans.  None  of  these  returned  in  time  for  Waterloo, 
though  they  wereo»  their  way,'~'Uv»  ix.  p.  208.  It  has  been  shown  how  the 
.  French  army  was  composed. 

2  Liv.  i%.  8  Montholon,  b.  ii.  p.  136. 
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Utter  wem  in  potitioii^  and  bad  few  ipovciDflBts  to  mdw; 
whilst  the  enemy'i  oohnnnsy  and  fMurtioalarly  hm  caviakf , 
were  much  fatigued  and  impeded  by  the  state  ef  the  gromid* 
whidi^  with  the  trampled  corn^  cauaed  them  to  adianee  men 
alowly^  and  kept  them  longer  under  fire.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  same  cauaes  delayed  the  Prussiana  in  their  junction,  whidi 
they  had  promiaed  to  efl^ct  at  eleven  o'clock  ;  and  oU^ed 
Lord  Wellington  to  maintain  the  poaition  alone,  nearly  e^ht 
hours  longer  than  had  been  calculated  upon. 

About  twelye  o'clock,  the  enemy  commenced  the  action  by 
an  attack  upon  Hongomont,  widi  aeveral  columns,  preeeded 
by  numerous  light  troops,  who,  after  severe  akirmlAiBg,  ^b?ave 
the  Nassau  troops  firom  the  wood  in  its  front,  and  rstthlishiMl 
themselTes  in  it.  This  attack  was  supported  by  the  coDstaat 
fire  of  a  numerous  artillery.  A  battalion  of  the  Guards  oeeu- 
pied  the  house  and  gardens,  with  the  o&er  indosui^s,  which 
ftffMed  great  fitdlities  f«r  defence ;  Mid  ufter  ft  severe  contest, 
and  immense  loss,  the  «iemy  were  repulsed,  and  a  g^eat  part 
of  the  wood  r^;ained.i 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day,  the  action  was  i^oMMt 
entirdy  confined  to  Uiis  part  of  the  line,  except  a  galling  #re 
of  artillery  akmg  the  centre,  which  was  vigorondy  returned 
by  our  guns.  This  fire  gradually  extended  towards  the  left, 
and  aome  demonstrations  of  an  attack  of  cavalry  were  i 


1  Buonaparte,  Uv.  ix.  142,  says,  that  he  saw  with  pleasure  that  Uie  1 
Goatds  met9  placed  on  our  right,  as  thejr  were  oar  best  troops,  whidi  i 
his  ptemeditated  attack  <m  our  left  more  easy.  Our  Guards  an  ua/^  «i  is  Um 
case  In  other  armies,  the  elite  of  our  army;  they  are  not  iflftftwd,  as  ki  oth« 
scrviess,  fnm  the  best  soldien  in  othtr  regimeato,  but  ai*  nendlad  mmitlf  m 
t|DOopsoftheli|i»caMeptthattheyaieBeyilB>dtDbeso—wbsttalk»w  ttaMfto 
here  remaxked,  the  fieat  superiority  in  esypmrAfier,  that  the  French  and  ttdMt 
txoqps  possessed  over  ours  at  the  elose  of  the  war.  The  node  of  recruiting  n^ 
eounta  for  this.  SvMoor  miMtk  wsteamdi  superior  tn  thia  point  «f«iMiS» 
tiie  troops  of  the  lins^  and  moft  of  the  best  mnawne  obtained  from  thsou  Qm 
r«nuts  were  in  general  oomposed  of  the  population  of  large  cities  «c  of  maMi- 
Picturing  towns,  certainly  not  the  best  specimens  of  our  populatfoni  Ihn  ndtt- 
taryseryJecJsnotinanyfurtMnHion  aroong<  our  peasantry,  whilst  the  Faaili 
army  was  oomposed  of  the  picked  men  of  thirty  millions,  and  othernatiow  in 
proportion* 
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hf^mumf*  AtllMtrootNiVeredrftwniipmi^eilopeof 
iin  MU,  they  iii£fered  mo«t  severdy  from  the  enemy's  arfS- 
Ifry.  In  order  to  remedy  xMb,  Lord  Wellington  mored  them 
bftek  iboat  150  or  SOO  yairdi^  to  ^e  reverse  dope  of  the  hiH, 
lo  riieher  ^em  Mm  tli^  direet  fire  of  the  guns ;  our  artiHery 
ih  vonseqtienee  remaioed  in  advance,  that  they  ml^^t  see  into 
the  vidley.  Uns  movement  was  made  between  one  and  two 
Vdock  by  the  Doke  in  person  ;  it  was  general  alcmg  the  front 
6r  centre  of  the  position^  on  the  h^ht  to  the  right  of  La 
tiaye  Sainte. 

•  It  is  by  no  means  improbable^  that  the  enemy  considered 
litis  movement  as  the  oommencemoiit  of  a  retieat>  since  a  oott- 
i^kfable  pmrtion  of  our  troops  were  wi^idrawn  fWmi  hte 
mghty  and  determined  in  consequence  to  attack  onr  lefl  eeii-> 
tre,  in  oider  to  get  possession  of  the  buildings^  called  Ferme 
de  M.  St  Jean,  or  of  the  village  itself,  which  commanded  the 
point  of  junction  of  the  two  chauss^.  The  attacking  eo-i 
hUnsa  advanced  on  the  Qemppe  <^au8B^,  and  by  ibe  Me 
of  it ;  ^ey  consisted  of  four  columns  of  infkntry,  (D^Er- 
l<m'a  corps,  whidi  was  not  engaged  on  the  16th,)  thirty 
pieces  of  artifiery,  and  a  large  body  of  ctdrassiers  (Hit* 
hand's.)  On  the  1^  of  this  attack,  the  Frendi  cavalry  took 
'tiie  lead  of  the  infkntry,  and  had  advanced  considenMy, 
when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ordered  the  heavy  cavalry 
(Life  Guards)  to  charge  them  as  they  ascended  the  position 
neai^  La  Haye  Sainte.  They  were  driven  back  on  their  own 
;fiosttion,  where  the  chauss^  bong  cut  into  the  rising  ground, 
leaves  steep  banks  on  either  side.  In  this  confined  spaee 
they  fought  at  swords'  length  for  some  minutes,  until  the 
enemy  brought  down  some  light  artillery  from  the  heights, 
when  the  British  cavalry  retired  to  their  own  position.  The 
.  loss  qf  the  cuirassiers  did  not  appear  great.  They  seemed  im« 
•  midiatdy  to  rei>fonn  their  ranks,  and  soon  after  advanced  to 
attack  our  infantry,  who  were  formed  into  squares  to  receive 
.  theni,  hdng  then  unsupported  by  cavalry.  The  columns  of 
infantry,  in  the  meantime,  pushed  forward  on  our  left  of  the 
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Gaiappe  ehaiiii^,  beyond  La  Haye  Siinte,  wfaieh  dmf  did 
ii»i  att^opt  in  this  fttUck  to  take.  A  Belgian  brigade  of  ii»* 
totry^  finrmed  in  fronts  gave  way^  and  dteteedunms  crown* 
ed  tlie  poation.  When  Sir  Thonuui  Picton  moved  up  the 
brigade  of  Gei^ral  Pack  from  the  second  line,  (the  99d  c^;i- 
ment  in  front,)  which  opened  a  fire  on  the  column  just  as  it 
gained  the  hdght,  and  advanced  upon  it,  when  within  thhrty 
yards,  the  column  b^;an  to  hesitate ;  at  this  moment  a  br^ 
gade  of  heavy  cavalry  (the  1st  and  2d  Dragoons)  wheded 
round  the  92d  regiment,  and  took^the  column  in  flank ;  a  to- 
tal rout  ensued ;  the  French,  throwing  down  their  arms,  ran 
into  our  position  to  save  themselves  from  bdng  cut  down  by 
the  cavah7 ;  many  were  killed,  and  two  eagles,  with  9000 
prisoners,  taken.  But  the  cavalry  pursued  their  success  too 
Ux,  and  being  fired  upon  by  one  of  the  o^er  oolumns,  and  at 
the  same  time,  when  in  confusion,  being  attadced  by  soma 
French  cavalry,  who  had  been  sent  to  suppcnt  the  attack^ 
the  British  were  obliged  to  retire  with  considerable  loss.  In 
this  attack  the  enemy  had  brought  forward  several  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  were  captured  by  our  cavalry ;  the  horses  in 
the  guns  were  killed,  and  we  were  obliged  to  abandon  the 
guns.  General  Ponsonby,  who  commanded  thecavahry,  waa 
killed.  The  gallant  Sir  Thomas  Picton  also  fell,  leading  on 
his  division  to  repel  this  attack.^  The  number  of  occorreneea 
which  crowded  on  the  attention,  rendered  it  impossible  for 
any  individual  to  see  the  whole  action,  and  in  the  midst  of 
noise,  bustle,  and  personal  danger,  it  is  difficult  to  note  the 
exact  time  in  which  the  event  happens.^ 


1  Rogniat,  p.  S31,  blames  both  generals  for  the  too  early  employment  of  their 
etTalry.  In  the  case  here  mentioned,  he  says,  the  success  was  "  contre  toute 
probability/'  as  the  cavalry  charged  unbroken  infantry.  The  head  of  the  attaak* 
ing  columns  had,  however,  been  already  shaken  by  the  chaxge  of  the  9Sd  ragi- 
ment,  which  took  place  nearly  at  the  moment  the  cavalry  charged. 

a  Mttflliiig,  p.  26,  observes,  '*  La  fura.te  «Coit  si  Apaisse  que  penoone  nt  Toymt 
rtnsemblcde  raction." 
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vlt  h  mAy  afterwanls^  in  discussing  the  dnoioes  and  meriti 
of  each^  that  sueh  qaestions  become  of  interest^  which  may  in 
aome  measure  account  for  the  discrepancy  of  the  statements 
of  officors  pfesent^  as  to  the  time  and  ciircumstances  of  some 
of  the  principal  events.  From  this  period,  half  past  two,  nn» 
til  the  end  of  the  action,  the  British  cavalry  were  scarcely 
-engaged,  but  remained  in  readiness  in  the  second  line.^  Af- 
4er  the  Frendi  cuirassiers  had  re-formed,  and  wore  strongly 
x&xdoteed,^  they  again  advanced  upon  our  position,  and  made 
several  desperate  attacks  upon  our  infantry,  who  immediately 
formed  into  sqiares,  and  maintained,  themselves  with  the 
most  determii^  courage  and  coolness.  Some  time  previous 
-to  this,  about  three  o'dock,  an  attadc  was  made  upon  La 
Haye  Sainte,  which  is  merely  a  small  farm-house ;  it  was  oc- 
cupied by  two  c(»npanies  of  the  German  Legion.  The  ene« 
jny  had  advanced  beyond  it,  so  that  the  communication  was 
cut  off  for  some  time,  and  it  could  not  be  reinfcnrced.  The 
troops  having  expended  their  ammunition,  the  post  was  car« 
ried.  A  continued  fke  was  kept  up  at  this  point,  and  the  ene« 
my  was  soon  afterwards  obliged  to  abandon  it,  without  being 
able  to  avail  himself  of  it  as  a  point  of  support  for  his  attack- 
iBg  citonns.  The  house  was  too  small  for  a  sufficient  num« 
ber  of  troops  to  maintain  themse^Fes  so  close  to  our  position, 
under  such  a  heavy  fire. 

The  French  cavalry,  in  the  attack  on  the  centre  of  our  line, 
above  mentioned,  were  not  supported  by  infantry.  They  came 
on,  however,  with  the  greatest  courage,  close  to  the  squares  of 
our  infantry ;  the  artillery,  which  was  somewhat  in  advance, 
kept  up  a  well-directed  fire  upon  them  as  they  advanced, 
but  on  their  nearer  approach,  the  gunners  were  obliged  to  re- 
tire into  the  squares,  so  that  the  guns  were  actually  in  pos- 


I  Liv.  ix.  p.  209.  Buonaparte  says,  *'  L'iafonterie  Anglidsea  ^t^  fenooeet  iolid» 
La  cairalerie  pouvait  mimix  fahe.** 

s  Rogniat,  p.  331,  lays,  they  amounted  to  12,000,  including  other  heavy 
cavalry. 
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I  of  then,  w  erea  ipyc*  tkn,  if  ^My  bad  ike  I 
in  oomaqHeBoe  of  the  hetLwy  fire  of  BMwJLcUy  to  ^ 
were  ezpoted.  TheFfcndi  seooo&la  mj,  dut  Mveni  i 
were  brek^,  snd  stitideiidi  taken,  wMdi  ia  deddadly  lUae; 
en  die  contimrj,  the  amall  squares  oomtaiitly  repdJaed  titt 
cavalry,  whom  they  genenlly  attowed  to  advanee  dose  to  fSbttt 
bayoneta  before  tiiey  fired.  They  were  diiren  back  wHli  kaa 
en  all  pdnts,  mod  die  «rtifieryneft  immedialely  lesoaai 
their  gvaa  in  die  moat  prompt  raanacr,  end  opened  a  aa* 
vere  and  dcstnwttvie  fire  of  grape*ahot  on  dwm  aa  dKy  T»i 
taied. 

After  the  Adhnre  of  Ae  first  attadc>  the  F^eadi  had  fittlear 
no  ^anee  of  sueoees  by  renewing  it ;  bat  die  offioera,  perbapa 
ashamed  of  die  fiiflmie  of  sacfa  boaated  tnops,  oideavonred 
repeatedly  to  being  diem  bade  to  tharge  die  aqtuarea ,  bnt 
they  eoald  oaly  be  brong^  to  pass  between  thawj  and  vanni 
them  I  they  even  penetn^ed  to  oor  second  line>  where  thejr 
oat  down  some  atmgglera  and  ardUery  drivm,  who  were 
with  the  limbers  and  amnranitum  waggons.  They  dHorgcd 
^  Bclgiinaqaares  in  the  second  Mne>  widi  no  better  I 
and  iqmi  aane  heary  Datdi  eavdry  ahewing  i 
they  soon  retwed. 

If  the  enemy  supposed  os  in  retreat^  dien  anch  an  nklaek 
of  caTalry  might  haTekd  to  die  most  important  leanha;  bat 
by  remaining  so  aseleflBly  in  our  position,  and  passing  and 


I  TheeaTalrycameuptooneof  the  §qaxtet  atatrot,  %nd  sppetand  t»be 
luugiivbMk  Mifeiqiectbig oiir  fire;  they  dowd immdtiiosidei of  tt»l^^ 
front  of  seveaty  or  ^hty  men.  and  came  lo  cloee  to  one  angle,  that  they  «^ 
peared  to  try  to  reach  over  the  bayonets  with  their  swords  The  squaica  wen 
generally  formed  four  deep,  rounded  at  the  angles ;  on  the  approach  of  the  ea« 
vah7  two  eieaftRd,  the  Others  reserving  their  fire  jOie  cavalry  Oientamed,  ami 
H  is  not  easy  to  believe  how  few  fell«— only  one  officer  and  two  men ;  no  doabt 
many  were  wounded,  hut  did  not  fkll  ftora  their  horses.  Many  squares  fired  ai 
the  distance  of  thirty  paces,  with  no  other  eflhet.  In  foct,  our  troeps  iired  to* 
high,  which  must  have  been  noticed  by  the  most  casual  observer. 
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Wf^sfttagmar  aqmi^  of  iHftmtry,  they  suflbrtd  aeverfely  by 
A«»^fe;  BO  much  so,  UMt>  l)efore  the  end  of  the  action, 
when  ihey  mi^  h«ve  been  of  great  use,  either  m  the  attack, 
«r  in  eotering  the  retreat,  they  were  neariy  destroyed.!  The 
oftly  adtantage  whiA  i^^peared  to  result  from  their  remaining 
I*  oar  pedtion,  was  preventing  the  fire  of  our  guns  on  the  co- 
lumns whidi  i^Elerwards  formed  near  La  Belle  Alliance,  in  or- 
^■tocteboucheforanewattadc.  The  galling  fire  of  the  in* 
limtry,  however,  fimdng  tiie  Frem^  eavahry  at  length  to  retire 
Istathehrilow  ground,  to  cover  themselves,  the  artillerymen 
were  again  at  their  guns,  and  being  in  advance  of  the  squares, 
saw  completely  into  the  valley^  and  by  their  well-directed  fire^ 
•eemedtomakegapsin  them  as  they  re-formed  to  repeat  diis 
ttsdesB  expenditure  of  lives.  Had  Buonaparte  been  nearer  the 
fttmt,  he  surdy^rould  have  prevented  this  usdess  sacrifice  of 
fcis  best  troops*  Indeed^  die  attack  of  cavalry  at  this  period. 
Is  only  to  be  accounted  fbr  by  supposing  the  Britidi  army  t^ 
lie  in  ireticat;  he  had  had  no  time  to  avail  himself  of  his 
^werM  artillery  to  make  an  impression  on  that  part  of  the 
ilfte^e  meant  to  attack,  aQ-had  always  been  his  custom,  other- 
ivise  it  was  not  availing  "himself  of  the  superiority  h^  po8« 
tessed ;  and  it  was  treating  his  enemy  with  a  contempt,  which, 
fix)m  what  he  had  experienced  at  Quatre  Bras,  could  not  he 
justffied.^  He  allows,  in  Liv.  ix.  p.  166,  that  this  charge  was 


1^  It  hM  been  mid,  that  if  the  enemy  bed  bfonght  op  inflmtty  and  lig^t  aitil- 
lery*  our  iqiaaree  must  have  given  way.  This  would  no  doubt  have  been  prefer- 
able ;  but  then  our  reserve  and  cavalry  would  have  been  moved  forward  to  check 
tiie  cavalry,  and  the'squares  would  have  probably  repelled  the  attack  of  the  in- 
Cutixy.  The  enemy  had  tried  to  bring  gune  with  the  attacking  columns,  on  oar 
left,  early  in  the  day ;  the  consequence  was,  that  the  horses  were  killed  be£oi« 
they  had  advanced  far,  so  that  they  could  not  follow  the  movexaents  of  the  in- 
fiuttry^  and  were  left  behind.  Admilar  attatnpt  was  node  in  the  tou&  of  France^ 
in  the  attack  of  Lord  Hill's  corps  <»  the  Nive ;  the  guns  were  haniessed,  so  as 
to  allow  them  to  fire  as  they  advance,  bttt  the  hMses  Prete  soon  killed  or  dtis. 
at>led,  and  llMgunf  were  abandoned  when  the  attack,  was  repulsed. 

«  This  was  what  Marmont  had  done  at  the  AiipUesb  at  tfaeUattleofS 
ca,  and  for  which  he  suilbred  so  leveiiely. 
VOL.  IX.  i 
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nuKb  too  80QD/  but  that  it  waa  neccmary  to  suppert  it^  aud 
that  the  Cuirassiers  of  KellermaD^  3000  in  aumber,  were<xHi« 
sequently  ordered  forward  to  maintain  the  position.  And  at 
p.  196  and  157,  Liv.  ix.  he  allows  that  the  Grenadiers-a« 
cheval,  and  Dragoons  of  the  Guard>  which  were  in  reserve, 
advanced  without  orders ;  that  he  sent  to  recall  them,  but,  as 
they  were  already  engaged,  any  retrograde  moyein^t  w4Mikl 
then  have  been  dangerous.  Thus,  every  attack  of  the  enemy 
had  been  repulsed,  and  a  severe  loss  inflicted.  The  influence 
this  must  have  had  on  the  ^'  morale"  of  each  army,  .was  much 
in  favour  of  the  British,  and  the  probability  of  success  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  was  4M)nsequently  diminished  from,  that 
period* 

The  enemy  now  seemed  to  concentrate  thdr  antillery,  par* 
iicularly  on  the  left  of  the  Genappe  chaussee,  in  front  of  La 
Belle  Alliance,  and  commenoeda  heavy  fire  (a  lai^e  proportion 
of  his  guns  were  12  pounders)  on  that  part  of  our  line  extend- 
ing from  behind  La  tiaye  Sdnte  towards  Hougomovit  Our 
infantry  sheltered  themselves,  by  lying  down  behind  the  ridge 
of  the  rising  ground,  and  bore  it  with  the  most  heroic  pa- 
tience. Several  of  our  guns  had  been  disabled,  and  many  ar- 
tillery-men  lulled  and  wounded,  so  that  this  fire  was  sovcelj 
returned,  but  when  the  new  point  of  attack  was  no  l<»ig^ 
doubtful,  two  brigades  were  brought  from  Lord  Hill's  cotps 
on  the  right,  and  were  of  most  essential  service. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  consider  the  situation  of  the  Prua« 
sian  army,  and  the  assistance  they  had  rendered  up  to  this 
time,  about  six  o'clock. 

The  British  army  had  sustained  several  severe  attacks, 
which  had  been  all  repulsed,  and  no  advantage  of  any  conae- 
quence  had  been  gained  by  the  enemy.  They  had  possessed 
part  of  the  wood  and  garden  of  Hougomont,  and  La  Haye 


1  Muiffingi  p.  S7«  says,  after  this  attack^  which  he  ttotes  to  be  at  four  </d^ 
"  >La  bataille  aToit  iM  ties  sanglante,  mais  U  ny  aToit  point  de  danger  po«r 
ramteAoKlaiie.'*   He  sayi  U  was  then  fire  o'clock. 
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StAott,  wlilch  latter  ih^  ware  unable  to  occupy.  2f»t  a  sqiiarr 
had  been  broken^  shaioen,  or  obliged  to  retire.  Our  in£uitry 
cjontinned  toduplay  the  same  obadnacy^  the  same  cod,  calciu 
lating  confidence  in  themadyes^  in  their  commander,  and  in 
their  officers,  which  had  coTered  them  with  glory  in  the  long 
and  ardoooB  war  in  the  Peninsula.  From  the  limited  extent 
of  the  field  of  battk,  and  the  tremendous  fire  their  columns 
were  exposed  to,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been 
less  than  15,000  kiUed  and  wounded.  Two  eagles,  and  SOOd 
prisoners,  had  been  taken,  and  their  cavalry  nearly  destroyed. 
We  still  occupied  nearly  the  same  position  as  we  did  in  the 
morning,  but  our  loss  had  been  severe,  padiaps  not  less  than 
10,000  killed  and  wounded.  Our  ranks  were  further  thinned 
by  the  numbers  of  men  who  carried  off  the  wounded,  part  of 
whom  never  returned  to  the  field ;  the  number  of  Belgian 
and  Hanoverian  troops,  many  of  whom  were  young  levies^ 
tliat  crowded  to  the  rear,  was  very  considerablei,  besides  the 
number  of  our  own  dismounted  dragoons,  together  with  a 
proportion  of  our  infantry,  some  of  whcrni,  as  will  always  be 
found  in  the  best  armies,  were  glad  to  escape  from  the  £eld. 
lliese  thronged  the  road  leading  to  Brussels,  in  a  manner 
liiat  none  but  an  eye-witness  ccmld  have  believed,  so  that 
perhaps  the  actual  force  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington  aft 
tMs  time,  half  past  six,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  34,000 
men.i  We  had  at  an  early  hour  been  in  communication  with 
some  patrols  of  Prussian  cavalry  on  our  extreme  left.  A 
Prussian  corps,  under  Bulow,  had  marched  from  Wavre  at 
an  early  hour  to  manoeuvre  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
French  army,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  Prussian  army 


I  See  MnfBiiig,  p.  Si,  who  makef  thennmber  amount  to  UVOOO,  and  there  ia  lit- 
tle doubt  but  that  he  ig  correct.  A  regiment  of  alUed  caTBh7«  idioae  uniform  re- 
sembled  the  French,  having  fled  to  Bruttek,  an  alarm  spread  that  the  enemy 
wen  at  the  gates.  Nombersof  those  who  had  quitted  the  field  of  battle,  and^— let 
the  truth  be  spoken,— Englishmen  too,  fled  from  the  town,  and  never  halted  uattl 
they  reached  Antwerp.    This  fact  is  too  well  attested  to  be  doubted. 
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mmttttiilm  the  hof^ts  ftbers  Wft¥ze>  after  the  Action  had 
commenced  at  Waleadoo.^  The  state  oC  the  loada^  wd  die 
igyyiggnflA  train  of  artillery  th^  Qurried>  detamed  Bulow'a 
corps  for  a  ronarkahly  long  time,  they  had  not  more  than 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  to  march.  At  one  o'doek^^  the  ad* 
vanced  gnard  of  this  corps  was  discovered  hy  the  French  ; 
abont  two  o'clock  the  pi^rds  of  Bnlow's  coi^  wore  disoo« 
^pered  from  part  of  our  position.  The  French  detached  some 
fi^t  cavalry  to  observe  them,  which  was  the  only  diversion 
that  had  tdcen  pkoe  up  to  this  time.  At  half  past  fomr^ 
Blucher  had  joined  in  person  Bulow's  corps,  at  which  time 
two  brigades  of  infemtry  and  some  cavalry  were  detadied  to 
act  on  theright  of  the  French.^  He  was  so  far  from  the  r%ht 
of  the  French,  that  his  fire  of  artillery  was  too  distant  to  pro** 
4aoe  any  efifect,  and  was  chi^y  intended  to  give  us  notice  of 
his  anivaL^  It  was  certainly  past  five  o'clock  befi»e  the  fire 
<tf  the  Prussian  artillery «  was  observed  fix>m  our  position ;  and 
it  soon  seemed  to  eease  altogether.  It  appears  they  had  ad« 
vanced,  and  obtained  some  success,  but  were  afterwards  dri- 
ven back  to  a  considerable  distance  by  the  French,  who  soit 
a  oorps  under  GenerslLobau  to  keep  them  in  etketk.*  Aboat 
half  past  six,  the  1st  Prussian  corps  came  into  communicatkm 
with  our  extreme  left  near  Ohain. 

The  effective  state  €i  the  several  armies  may  be  conndercd 
to  be  as  follows: — 

The  army  under  the  Duke  of  Wdlington  amounted,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  campaign,  to  76,000  men,  including 
every  description  of  force,'  of  which  nearly  40,000  were  Eng. 


1  MufOing,  29.  At  Saax  o'elook,  be  lays,  "  n  n*avoit  pas  encore  paru  un  ta 
^e  cette  armte." 
8  SeeScmlf<kLeCttttoGfoadiy.  datedfrorattieflcUoftettleatooeo'clodu 
^  See Muiliiig,  p. 50,81,  nMr  Fridmnnont.  *  UM, p.  5L 

s  BidofW's  oorpe. 
«  Uv*  ix.  155.    Btto&«{ttrte  lays  it  Iraa  levcn  «docfc  whtt  Lobtu  ic|ittiMA 

^  or  these,  about  13»700  were  cavalry. 
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lish^  or  the  Klng't  Germftn  L^ion.  Oar  lots  at  Qaatre  Bras 
amounted  to  4500  killed  and  wounded^  which  redaoed  the 
army  to  70^500  men ;  of  these  about  54,000  were  actoally  en* 
gaged  at  Waterloo,  about  33,000  were  composed  of  Britidi 
troops,  or  the  King's  Grerman  Legion,  including  caTslry,  in* 
fantry,  and  artillery ;  the  remainder,  under  Prince  Frederick, 
took  no  part  in  the  action,  but  coTered  the  approach  to  Bms* 
sels  from  NiTclles,  and  were  stationed  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Halle.  The  French  force  has  been  variously  stated,  and  it 
is  not  easy  to  fbrm  a  yery  accurate  statement  of  their  strength. 
Batty  gires  it  at  187,000 ;  that  is  the  number  which  crossed 
fhe  frontiers.  Liv.  ix.  p.  69,  it  is  given  at  199,000.  Giouiw 
gaud  reduces  it  to  115,000 ;  of  diese,  21,000  were  cavalry, 
and  they  had  350  guns.  Let  us,  however,  take  the  statement 
in  Liv.  ix.,  and  say>  * 

122,000 
5,300    Deduct  left  at  Charleroi.  Lit.  ix.  92.^ 


116,700 

10,350  \  Loss  at  Quatre-Bras  and  Ligny^  Liv.  ix.  100, 
-  j      and  106. 


106,350 

3,200  \  Left  at  Ligny.  (Grouchy,  p.  8.)  Liv.  ix.  193 ;  this 
I j     is  stated  at  3000. 


103,156 
3%000    With  Gnmohy.  (Grouchy,  p.  a) 


71,150  Engaged  at  Waterloo. 
This  number,  however,  is  certainly  underrated ;  and  there  is 

I  l.iv.  ix,  195.    TW5  force  is-$(ttted  **  ik  5000  homines.* 
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little  dottbt1>ut  Buonaparte  had  upwards  of  75,000  meiv  under 
hit  iiftiinediftte  command  on  the  18th  June.^ 

Buonaparte,  Liy.  ix.  162, 11 7,  states  the  Prussian  force  con- 
centrated at  Wavre  to  be  75,000  men.  Grouchy,  p.  9,  makes 
it  95,000.  It  is,  however,  generally  und^stood  that  they  had 
not  above  70,000  with  the  army  at  Wavre. 

It  may  be  necessary  here  to  refer  to  the  operations  of  the 
corps  under  Grouchy,  who  were  detached  in  pursuit  of  the 
Prussians.  It  appears,  that  at  12  o'clock  on  the  17th,  Buo- 
naparte was  ignorant  of  the  direction  the  Prussian  army  had 
taken.s  It  was  generally  supposed  that  it  was  towards  Na- 
mur.  At  that  hour,  Buonaparte  ordered  Grouchy,  witb 
32,000  men,  to  follow  them.  As  the  troops  were  much  scat- 
tered, it  was  three  o'clock  before  they  were  in  movement,  and 
they  did  not  afHve  at  Gembloux  before  the  night  of  the  17th^ 
when  Grouchy  informed  Buonaparte  of  the  direction  the 
Prussian  army  had  taken.  He  discovered  the  rear-guard  of 
the  Prussians  near  Wavre  about  twelve  o'clock  on  the  18th, 
and  at  two  o'clock  he  attacked  Wavre,  which  was  obstinately 
defended  by  General  Thielmann,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  village.  By  the  gallant  defence  of  this 
post  by  General  Thielmann,  Grouchy  was  induced  to  believe 
that  the  whole  Prussian  army  was  before  him.  Blucher,  hew- 
ever,  had  detached  Bulow's  corps  (4th)  at  an  early  hour  upon 
Chapelle-Lambert,  to  act  on  the  rear  of  the  French  army. 
The  movement  of  this  corps  was,  however,  much  delayed  by 
a  fire  which  happened  at  Wavre,  and  by  the  bad  state  of  the 
roads;  so  that  they  had  great  difficulty  in  bringing  up  the 
numerous  artillery  they  carried  with  this  corps,  whidi  Jnre- 


i  Muffling,  p.  58,  mentions,  that  Buonaparte  stated  to  some  general  <^leer  on 
the  moming  of  the  18th,  that  he  had  75,000  men,  and  the  English  only  50,000. 
LiT.  ix.  193,  by  taking  Buonaparte's  own  account  in  this  part  of  the  book,.upoir 
calculation  it.wiU  be  seen  that  he  there  allows  that  he  had  upwards  of  74,000. 
9  Grouchy,  p.  13. 
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vented  them  from  attacking  tbe  enemy  before  half  past  four 
o'clock.* 

The  2d  Fhuwian  corps  marched  upon  Ghiqpelle- Lambert 
and  Lasne ;  and  at  a  later  period  of  the  day^^  the  Ist  corpi^ 
moTed  in  the  direction  of  Ohain.  The  3d  corps  was  also  to 
have  supported  the  4th  and  2d  corps.  Blucher  was  not  aware 
of  the  large  force  under  Grouchy^  who  attacked  the  3d  corps 
aa  it  was  preparing  to  leave  Wavre>  and  obliged  it  to  take  up 
a  position  on  the  Dyle,  between  Limale  and  Wavre,  where 
he  afterwards  ordered  it  to  maintain  itself  as  well  as  it  could. 

The  British  army^  at  this  eventful  period  of  the  day, 
amoonted  to  about  34,000  men^  (allowing  10,000  killed  and 
wounded,  and  10,000  m(»e  who  had  left  the  field,)^  18,000  of 
whom  weie  £nglish.  The  enemy  may  have  had  about  45,000. 
immediatdy  opposed  to  us,  allowing  20,000  killed,  wounded, 
and  taken  prisonefs^;  and  10,000  men  detached  to  act  against 
the  Prussians. 

The  assistance  of  the  Prossiuis  had  been  expected  at  an 
early  hour,^  which  had  induced  Lord  Wellington  to  accept  a 
batUe ;  so  that  the  British  army  had  to  bear  the  whole  brunt 
of  the  action  for  a  much  longer  period  than  was  calculated. 
Jjotd  Wellington,  however,  showed  no  anxiety  as  to  the  re- 
sult. The  corps  of  Lord  Hill,  several  Belgian  battalions,  and 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  cavalry,  had  been  little  engaged* 
He  knew  the  troops  he  had  under  his  command,  and  seemed 
confident  of  being  able  to  maintain  his  position,  even  if  the 
Prussians  did  not  arrive  before  night.  The  army  was  not  aware 
of  their  approach,  nor  did  he  think  it  necessary  to  animate 
their  exertions  by  this  inteUigence.  Buonaparte,  on  the  con- 


1  See  MufBing,  pp.  22,  31,  €2.  Gourgaud,  pp.  98  and  99,  lay*  it  was  half  paai 
four  when  General  Duroont  mformed  Buonaparte  of  their  arrival. 
«  Liv.  ix.  168, 169,  Buonaparte  makes  Bulow's  attack  after  sunset 

3  See  Muffling,  p.  32. 

4  Muffling,  p.  62,  says,  it  wu  hoped  the  Prussian  army  could  have  attacked 
at  two  (/dock,  hut  that  it  was  half  past  four  before  a  cannon  was  fired  by  them. 
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txuy,  thougkfe  prapor  to  reriTe  tfa«  dtotffkag  ii»rilt  of  bk 
troops,  even  of  his  Guards,  who  had  not  yet  been  engaged,  l^ 
sending  his  aide-de-camp  Labedoyeie  to  infonn  then,  as  th^ 
were  about  to  advance,^  that  Grouchy  had  joined  their  rig^t 
flank,  and  e^en  deceiyed  Ney  hims^  by  this  false  intelli* 
genoe. 

The  abore  dotail  has  been  ^tered  into  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  state  of  the  armies  towards  the  dose  of  the  day. 
Buonaparte  was  now  aware  of  the  powerM  diversion  the 
Pirussians  were  about  to  make,  but  at  the  same  time  aeems  to 
have  imagined  that  Grouchy  would  be  able  to  paralyse  theor 
movemenu.  He  therefore  resolved  to  make  a  last  desperate 
effort  to  break  the  centre  of  the  British  army,  and  earry  their 
position  before  the  attack  of  the  Prussians  ocmld  take  efi^ct. 

The  Imperial  Guard  had  been  kept  in  reserve,  and  had  been 
for  some  time  formed  on  the  heights  extei^Ung  from  La  Belle 
Alliance,  towards  Hougomont,  which  supported  their  left 
iank.    Thty  had  not  yet  been  ragaged. 

About  seven  o'clock  they  advanced  in«two  columns,^  lea* 
ving  four  battalions  in  reserve.  They  were  commanded  by 
Ney,  who  led  them  on.  At  the  same  time,  th^  pushed  oa 
some  light  troc^  in  the  direction  of  La  Haye.  The  advence 
ef  these  columns  of  the  Guards  wassuppcurted  by  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery.  Our  infantry,  who  had  beoi  posted  on  the  re« 
vme  of  the  hill,  to  be  sheltered  from  the  fire  of  the  guaa, 
were  instantly  moved  forward  by  Lord  Wdlington.  Gknenl 
Maitkmd's  brigade  of  Guards,  and  Greneral  Adam's  brigade^ 
(AM  and  71st  r^ments,  and  95th  rifles,)  met  this  formida* 
ble  attack.  They  were  flanked  by  two  brigades  of  artillery, 
who  kept  up  a  destructive  fire  on  the  advancing  columns. 
Our  troops  waited  for  their  approach  with  their  characteristic 
coolness,  until  they  were  within  a  short  distance  of  our  line. 


»  Liv.  ix,  1C7.  Ney»»  letter. 

'  See  Lord  Welliugton*!!- dispatches. 
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vlunthty  op0aed»w6tt«dii«eted^etipoathem»  Thelioe 
was  fitmned  four  deep.  The  men  fired  i]idependentl7>  retiring 
aiew  paces  to  load>  and  then  advanced  and  fired»  so  thai  theb 
fire  never  ceaied  for  a  moment  The  Freneli,  headed  by  their 
gallant  leader,  still  advanced,  notwithstanding  the  setere  loas 
they  sustained  by  this  fire,  which  apparency  seemed  to  cbedk 
their  movement  They  were  now  within  about  fifty  yards  of 
our  line,  when  they  attempted  to  deploy,  in  order  to  retnm 
the  fire.  Our  line  appeared  to  be  dosing  round  them.  They 
eonld  not,  howerer,  deploy  under  such  a  fire ;  and  from  the 
moment  they  ceased  to  advance,  their  chance  of  success  was 
over.  They  now  formed  a  confused  mass,  and  at  last  gave 
way,  retiiing  in  the  utmost  confiisioa.  They  were  imme- 
diately pursued  by  the  light  troc^  of  General  Adam's  bri«> 
gade.  lliis  deeided  the  battle.  The  aiemy  had  now  exhaust- 
ed his  means  of  attack.  He*  had  still,  however,  the  four  bat« 
talions  of  the  Old  Guard  in  reserve.  Lord  WeUington  inun^i 
diately  ordered  the  whole  line  to  advance  to  attack  their  poN 
sition.  Hie  enemjywere  already  attempting  a  retreat.  These 
battalions  formed  a  square  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  flyii^ 
columns,  flanked  by  a  few  guns,  and  supported  by  some  light 
cavalry,  (red  lancers). 

The  first  Prussian  corps  had  now  joined  our  extreme  left. 
They  had  obtained  possession  of  the  village  of  La  Haye,  dri- 
ving out  the  Freneh  light  troops  who  occupied  it.  Bulow, 
with  the  fourth  corps,  bad  some  time  previous  to  this  made 
an  unsuccessM  attack  upon  the  village  of  Planehendt,  in  the 
rear  of  the  enemy's  right  vring,  and  bemg  joined  by  the  ae« 
oond  corps,  (Firch's,)  was  again  advancing  to  attack  it'  In 
the  meantime,  the  square  of  the  Old  Guard  maintained  itsdf, 
the  guns  on  its  flank  firing  upon  our  light  cavalry,  who  now 
advanced,  and  threatened  to  turn  their  flank.    Our  light 


1  Oneitnau  layt.  It  wm  half  past  seven  c/clock  before  Pirch't  corps  arfiY«<«. 
—See  Blucher's  dispaWhes. 
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troops  were  doee  on  their  front,  and  our  whole  lUieadTniP' 
cing,  when  this  hody,  the  *'  elite>"  and  now  the  only  hope  of 
the  enemy  to  oover  their  retceat,  and  save  their  army,  ga^e 
way,  and  mixed  in  the  general  confoiion  and  rout,  abandon* 
ing  thdr  cannon  and  all  thdr  materiel.  It  was  now  nearly 
dark.  Bnlow,  npon  being  joined  by  Pirch's<x>rp6,  again  at-  < 
taoked  Planchenoity  wbich  he  turned ;  and  then  the  enemy 
abandoned  it.  He  immediately  advanced  towards  the  €re- 
nappe  cfaaass^,  and  closed  round  the  right  of  the  French/ 
driving  the  enemy  before  him,  and  augmenting  their  confur 
tion.  His  troops  came  into  the  high  road^  or  chauss^,  near 
Maison  du  Bm,  and  Blucher  and  Wdlington  having  met 
about  the  same  time  near  La  Belle  Alliance,  it  was  resolved 
to  pursue  the  enemy,  and  give  him  no  time  to  rally.  The 
loss  of  the  Prussians  on  the  18th  did  not  exceed  800  men. 
The  brunt  of  the  action  was  chiefly  sustained  by  the  troops 
of  the  British  and  King's  German  L^on,  as  their  loss  will 
show.  In  stating  this,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  much  support 
was  affiMrded  by  the  other  contingents ;  )yt  they  were  chiefly 
raw  levies,  newly  raised,  who  could  not  be  depended  upon  in 
a  situation  of  importance.  Some  behaved  ill,  as  is  publicly 
known.  None  were  in  the  first  line,  except  the  Nassau  troops 
at  Hougomont,  and  some  aa  our  extreme  left.  They  were 
placed  in  the  second  line,  and  in  the  valley  behind  the  first 
line,  and  (m  the  right,  at  Braine  la  Leude.  They  had  gene- 
Tally  been  formed  with  the  British  brigades  of  the  differ^t 
divisions,  (in  the  manner  Lord  Wellington  found  so  advan- 
tageous with  the  Portuguese  troops,)  but  these  airangemente 
had  just  been  made.  The  different  brigades  in  a  division  had 
not  any  knowledge  of,  or  confidence  in,  each  other.  Many 
battalions,  particularly  some  Belgian  troops,  in  the  rear  of  the 
first  lin^  stood  with  firmness  against  the  French  cavalry,  and 
drove  them  back.  They  suffered  more  severely,  perhaps,  than 


1  Liv.  ix.  p.  169. 
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the  first  line>  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  action^  advanced  in  support  of  the  first  line 
with  great  steadiness  and  r^ularity. 

The  Prussims,  who  had  made  only  a  short  march  during 
the  day,  pursued  the  enemy  with  such  yigour,  that  they  were 
unable  to  rally  a  single  battalion.  The  British  army  halted  on 
the  field  of  battle.  They  once  attempted  to  make  a  show  of 
resistance  at  Genappe,  where,  perhaps,  if  they  had  had  a  chief 
to  direct  them,  they  m%ht  have  maintained  themselves  un« 
til  daylight,  the  ntuation  of  the  village  being  strong ;  this 
might  have  given  them  the  means  of  saving  at  least  the  sem** 
blance  of  an  army.  The  second  Prussian  corps  was  after- 
wards detached  to  intercept  Grouchy,  who  was  not  aware  of 
the  result  of  the  battle  until  twelve  o'clock  next  day.  He 
had  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  advantage  over  Greneral 
Thielmann,  and  got  possession  of  Wavre.  He  immediately 
retreated  towards  Namur,  where  his  rear-guard  maintained 
themselves  against  all  the  efibrts  of  the  Prussians,  who  suf- 
fered severely  in  their  attempt  to  take  the  place.  This  ser- 
ved to  cover  his  retreat,  which  he  executed  with  great  abili- 
ty, keeping  in  a  parallel  line  to  Blucher,  and  having  rallied 
many  of  the  fugitives,  he  brought  his  army  without  loss  to 
Paris.  He  had  been  considered  aa  lost,  and  his  army  made 
prisoners ;  this  belief  was  a  great  cause  of  the  resignation  of 
Buonaparte ;  otherwise,  with  this  army  he  could  have  muster- 
ed 70  or  80,000  men ;  with  the  fortifications  and  resources  of 
Paris,  which  was  sufficiently  secure  against  a  coup-de-main, 
it  is  not  likely  he  would  have  so  easily  sulmiitted  without  an- 
other struggle,  after  the  brilliant  defensive  campaign  he  had 
made  the  preceding  year.  The  great  central  depots  of  Paris 
'and  Lyons  gave  him  great  advantages,  as  is  well  shovm  in 
the  introductory  chap.,  Liv*  ix.  and  p.  181.  There  are  al« 
ways  some  turns  of  fortune  in  the  events  of  war;  he  might 
at  least  have  made  terms.  The  southern  and  eastern  parts  of 
France  were  certainly  in  his  favour ;  he  and  his  army  had  been 
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well  received  there  only  a  few  weeka  before.  That  army,  and 
a  great  part  of  the  population^  would  still  have  been  glad  to 
make  sacrifices  to  endeavour  to  re-establish  the  sullied  lustre 
of  his  arms.  At  leasts  the  honour  of  foiling  sword  in  hand 
was  in  his  power. 

The  time  of  the  arrival  and  co-operation  of  the  Prussians^ 
has  been  variously  stated.^  The  above  account  is  perhaps  as 
near  the  truth  as  can  be.  The  French  writers  make  it  at  an 
early  hour^  to  account  more  satisfactorily  for  thdr  defeat. 
The  Prussians  also  make  it  somewhat  earlier  than  was  actual- 
ly the  case,  in  order  to  participate  more  largely  in  the  honours 
of  the  day.  Their  powerful  assistance  has  been  ackhowled« 
ged  to  its  full  extent.  They  completed  the  destruction  of 
the  French  army,  after  they  had  failed  in  all  their  attacks 
against  the  British,  which  continued  upwards  of  seven  houis^ 
after  their  cavalry  had  been  destroyed,  their  Imperial  Guards 
driven  back,  and  eagles  and  prisoners  taken,  and  when  their 
means  of  further  attack  may  be  considered  as  exhausted.  The 
British  army  had  suffered  severely,  and  was  not  in  a  state  to 
have  taken  great  advantage  of  the  retreat  of  the  French.  But 
its  safety  was  never  for  a  moment  compromised,  and  no  cal- 
culation could  justify  the  idea,  that  we  would  have  been  so 
easily  defeated  and  driven  from  our  position,  but  that  the 
enemy  would  have  been  so  much  crippled,  that  he  could  not 
have  taken  much  advantage  of  our  reverses.  Even  in  such 
a  case,  the  arrival  of  the  Prussians  must  have  obliged  him  to 
have  retired.  Mufillng  has  observed,  that  the  bold  movement 
of  Blucheron  the  18th  has  not  been  sufficiently  appreciated.' 


1  LW,  ix.  sayi  it  was  eleven  o^oloek  when  the  Pnusians  joined.  Gourguid  and 
MontholoBcopy  this.  The  letter  from  Soult  to  Grouchy  dated  half  past  one  o^< 
clock,  stating  that  they  were  informed  by  a  prisoner  of  Bulow's  march,  and  that 
they  thought  they  discovered  his  advanced  posts  at  that  hour,  completely  oootrm^ 
diets  this.    Liv.  Ix. 

>  MuflUng.  p.  61.    **  II  ne  s*agit  pas  de  savolr  ce  (^u'un  general  ordinaire  au* 
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It  was  bold  and  masterly.  Even  when  he  was  told  that  Grou« 
cby  was  in  his  rear  with  a  large  force,  his  plans  were  not 
shaken,  though  this  might  hayc  somewhat  retarded  his 
movements.  The  skilful  veteran  knew  that  it  was  on  the 
field  of  Waterloo  where  the  fate  of  the  day  was  to  be  decided, 
and  if  even  Grouchy  had  attacked  Bulow's  corps,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  the  first  and  second  corps  from  joining 
the  British  army  by  Ohain.  Grouchy  oonld  only,  at  farthest, 
have  checked  the  ^rd  and  fourth  corps.  There  cannot  be  a 
moment's  doubt  of  the  anxiety  and  exertions  of  the  Prussians 
to  assist  on  the  18th.  The  cordiality  and  frioidship  of  the 
Prussians  have  been  felt  and  acknowledged  by  every  officer 
who  has  had  occasion  to  visit  Prussia  subsequenlly ;  this  has 
been  particularly  the  case  with  the  military. 

This  short  campaign  of  ^*  Hours"  was  a  joint  operation* 
The  honours  must  be  shared.  On  the  16th,  the  Prussians 
fought  at  Ligny  under  the  promise  of  our  co-operation,  which 
could  not,  however,  be  given  to  the  extent  it  was  wished 
or  hoped.  On  the  18th,  Lord  Wellington  fought  at  Water- 
loo,  on  the  promise  of  the  early  assistance  of  the  Prus-> 
sians,  which,  though  unavoidably  delayed,  was  at  last  given 
with  an  effect,  which  perhaps  had  never  before  been  wit- 
nessed. The  finest  army  France  ever  saw,  commanded  by  the 
greatest  and  ablest  of  her  chiefis,  ceased  to  exist,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment the  destiny^  of  Europe  was  changed. 


tolt  tait  i  mais  une  nouvelle  de  cette  nature  auroit  pu  entrainer  le  genenl  le  pliu 
distingue  k  prendre  des  precautions,  ou  la  resolution  de  changer  rofftniive  vigour 
reuse  en  simple  demonstnrtloii.'' 
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No.  IX. 

BUONAPARTE'S  PROTEST. 
VbhmelX.  page  99. 

*'  Js  proteste  solennellement  i9i>  a  la  hce  du  Ciel  et  des 
faommes^  contre  la  violence  qui  m'est  faite,  oontre  la  viola* 
don  de  mes  droits  les  plus  sacr^^  en  disposant  par  la  force 
de  ma  personne  et  de  ma  liberie. 

*'  Je  suis  venu  librement  a  bord  du  Bellerophon ;  je  ne 
•nis  point  pmonnier ;  je  suis  I'hote  de  I'Angleterre.  J'y  suis 
venu  k  I'instigation  meme  du  Capitaine,  qui  a  dit  avoir  dea 
ordres  du  Grouvemement  de  me  recevoir^  et  de  me  conduire  en 
Angleterre,  avec  ma  suite^  si  cela  m  etoit  agr^able.  Je  me 
suis  present^  de  bonne  foi  pour  venir  me  mettre  sous  la  pro* 
tection  des  lois  d'Angld»rre.  Aussitot  aasis  a  bord  du  Belle* 
rophon>  je  fits  sur  le  foyer  du  peuple  Britannique.  Si  le 
Grouvemement^  en  donnant  des  ordres  au  Cafataine  du  Belle* 
it^hon^  de  me  recevoir  ainsi  que  ma  suite^  n'a  voulu  que 
iendre  une  embuche,  il  a  for£ut  a  llionneur  et  fletri  son  pa- 
vilion. Si  oet  acte  se  conaommoit,  ce  seroit  en  vain  que  les 
Anglais  voudroient  paiier  a  TEurope  de  leur  loyaute>  de  leurs 
loix,  et  de  leur  liberty.  La  foi  Britannique  s'y  trouvera  per* 
due  dans  VhoapUalUe  du  Bellerophon,  J'en  appelle  a  I'bis* 
toire ;  eUe  dira  qu'un  ennemi^  qui  fit  vingt  ans  la  guerre  aux 
peoples  Anglois,  vint  librement^  dans  son  infortune,  cherchtf 
un  asile  sous  ses  loix.  Quelle  plus  ^latante  preuve  pouvait* 
il  lui  donner  de  son  estime  et  de  sa  confiance  ?  Mais  com* 
ment  repondit-on  en  Angleterre  k  une  telle  magnanimite  ?— 
on  feignit  de  tendre  une  main  hospitaliere  k  cet  ennemi^  et 
quand  il  se  fQt  livrd  de  bonne  foi^  on  I'immola. 

(Sign^)        ^'  Napoleok. 

*•  A  bord  du  Bellerophon, 
4  AoAt  1815.'» 
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TRANSLATION. 

•  *'  I  hereby  solemnly  protest,  in  the  face  of  Heaven  and^f 
men^  agahist  the  violence  done  me^  and  against  the  vidation 
of  my  most  sacred  rights^  in  forcibly  disposing  of  my  person 
Mid  my  liberty. 

*  ''  I  came  voluntarily  on  board  of  the  Bellerc^hon ;  I  am 
not  a  prisoner — I  am  the  guest  of  England.  I  came  on  board 
even  at  the  instigation  of  the  captain^  who  told  me  he  had 
ordan  from  the  government  to  receive  me  and  my  suite,  and 
conduct  me  to  England,  if  agreeable  to  me.  I  presented  my- 
self with  good  faith,  to  put  myself  under  the  protection  of  the 
English  laws.  As  soon  as  I  was  on  board  the  BeUerophoQ^  I 
was  under  shelter  t>f  the  British  people.  If  t}^  government, 
in  giving  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  Bellerophon  to  receive 
me  as  well  as  my  suite,  only  intended  to  lay  a  snare  for  me, 
it  has  forfeited  its  honour,  and  disgraced  its  flag.  If  this  act 
be  consummated,  the  English  will  in  vain  boast  to  Europe, 
their  integrity,  their  laws,  and  their  liberty^  British  good 
fiiith  will  be  lost  in  the  hospitality  of  the  Bellerophon.  I  ap^ 
peal  to  history ;  it  will  say  that  an  enemy,  who  for  twenty 
years  waged  war  against  the  English  people,  came  voluntari-i 
ly,  in  his  misfortunes,  to  seek  an  asylum  imder  their  laws. 
What  more  brilliant  proof  could  he  give  of  his  esteem  and 
his  confidence.^  But  what  return  did  England  make  for  so 
much  magnanimity  ? — They  feigned  to  stretch  forth  a  friend- 
ly hand  to  that  enemy ;  and  when  he  delivered  himself  up 
in  good  faith,  they  sacrificed  him. 

(Signed)       "  Napoleon. 
"  On  board  the  Bellerophon, 
'kh  August  1815." 

We  have  already,  in  the  text;  completely  refuted  the  pre« 
tence  that  Buonaparte  was  ensnared  on  board  the  Bellero- 
phon. Every  expression  of  Captain  Maitland  went  to  dis- 
own any  authority  to  treat  with  Napoleon,  or  grant  him  con- 
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ditions  of  any  kind ;  nor  could  he  ny  more  when  bis  private 
<^inion  was  demanded,  than  that  he  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  Napoleon  would  be  ill  received  in  England.  This 
was  in  jnresenoe  of  Captain  Sartorius  a^d  Captain  Gambier^ 
both  of  whom  Captain  Maitland  appealed  to  in  support  of  hia 
statement.  We  do  not,  however,  feel  it  too  much,  on  the 
present  occasion,  to  copy  the  letters  which  passed  betwixt 
Lord  Keith,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Captain  Maitland,  Captain 
Sartorius,  and  Captain  Gambier,  on  die  other* 

«^  Tonmmtj  at  anchor  umier  Berryheai^ 
1th  August  181& 
"  Sia, 
**  Count  Las  Cases  having  this  monung  stated  to  me,  that 
he  understood*from  you,  when  he  was  on  board  the  Belle- 
roi^on  in  Basque  Roads,  mi  a  mission  from  General  Buona- 
parte, that  you  were  authorised  to  receive  the  General  and 
his  suite  on  board  the  ship  you  command,  for  conveyance  to 
England;  and  that  you  assured  him,  at  the  same  time,  that 
both  the  General  and  his  suite  would  be  well  received  there  ; 
you  are  to  report  for  my  information  such  observations  as  you 
may  consider  it  necessary  to  make  upon  these  assertions. 
"  I  am.  Sir, 
^*  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

'^  Keith,  AdmiraL 
«« Captain  Maitland, 
Bdlerophon." 


''  H.  M.  S.  BeUeropftomy 
Plymouth  Sound,  8th  Augutt^  1815. 
"  My  Loan, 
<'  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  yesterday's  date,  informing  me  that  Count  Las  Cases 
had  stated  to  you,  that  he  had  understood  from  me,  when  he 
was  on  board  jtheBeUerophon  in  Basque  Roads,  on  a  mis« 
sion  from  General  Buonaparte,  that  I  was  authorised  to  re« 
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leeire  the  Genertil  and  hk  Mdte  on  board  the  ship  I  cbmraaiid, 
for  a  cobTeyaace  to  England :  and  that  I  assured  him^  at  tbe 
same  time^  that  both  the  General  and  his  suite  would  be  well 
reeeired  there ;  and  directing  me  to  report^  for  your  Lord- 
Mp's  information^  such  observations  as  I  may  consider  it  ne« 
eessary  to  make  upon  these  assertions.  I  shall^  in  conse- 
quence, state,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  whole  of  the 
transaction  that  took  place  between  Count  Las  Cases  and 
me,  on  the  14th  of  July,  respecting  the  embarkation  of  Na« 
-poleon  Buonaparte,  for  the  reracity  of  which  I  beg  to  refer 
your  Loidship  to  Captain  Sartorius  as  to  what  was  said  in 
the  morning,  and  to  that  officer  and  Captain  Gambier  (the 
Myrmidon  having  joined  me  in  the  afternoon)  as  to  what 
-passed  in  the  evening. 

''  Tour  Lordship  being  informed  already  of  the  Mg  of 
trace  that  came  out  to  me  on  the  10th  of  July,  as  well  as 
of  everything  that  occurred  on  that  occasion,  I  shall  confine 
in^lf  to  the  transactions  of  the  14th  of  the  same  month. 

^^  Early  in  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  officer  of  the  watch 
informed  me,  a  schooner,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  was  ap- 
proaching: on  her  joining  the  ship,  about  seven  a.  m.  the 
Count  Las  Cases  and  General  L'AUemand  came  on  board, 
when,  on  being  shown  into  the  cabin.  Las  Cases  asked  me  if 
any  answer  had  been  returned  to  the  letter  sent  by  me  to  Sir 
Henry  Hotham,  respecting  Napoleon  Buonaparte  being  allow- 
ed to  pass  for  America,  either  in  the  frigates  or  in  a  neutral 
•vessel.  I  informed  him  no  answer  had  been  returned,  though 
-I  hourly  expected,  in  consequence  of  those  dispatches.  Sir 
Henry  Hotham  would  arrive  ;  and,  as  I  had  told  Monsieur 
Las  Cases  when  last  on  board,  that  I  should  send  my  boat 
in  when  the  answer  came,  it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  have 
sent  out  a  flag  of  truce  on  that  account ; — there,  for  the  time, 
th^  conversation  terminated.  On  their  coming  on  board,  I 
had  made  the  signal  for  the  Captain  of  the  Slaney,  being  de- 
sirous of  having  a  witness  to  all  that  might  pass. 

*^  After  breakfast  (during  which  C^tain  Sartorius  came 
VOL.  IX.  k 
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on  botrd)  we  retired  to  the  tSUT<Mn,  wken  Maodeor  Jjm 

Cases  begin  on  the  some  subjecty  and  said^  *  The  Emperor 
was  so  anxious  to  stop  the  further  effusion  of  bloody  that  he 
would  go  to  America  in  any  way  the  English  GoTemment 
would  sanction,  either  in  a  neutral,  a  disarmed  frigate,  or  an 
English  ship  of  war/  To  which  I  replied,  *  I  have  no  ai^ 
ihority  to  permit  any  of  those  measures;  but  if  he  chooses  to 
.come  on  board  the  ship  I  command,  I  think,  under  the  ordoa 
I  am  acting  with,  I  may  renture  to  receive  him,  and  cany 
him  to  England  ;  but  if  I  do  so,  I  can  in  no  way  be  answer* 
able  for  the  reception  he  may  meet  with :'  (this  I  repeated 
several  times:)  when  Las  Cases  said,  *  I  have  little  doubt, 
under  those  circumstances,  that  you  will  see  the  Emparor  on 
board  the  Bellerophon.'  After  some  more  general  conversa- 
tion, and  the  above  being  frequently  repeated.  Monsieur  Las 
Cases  and  General  L'Allemand  took  their  leave ;  and  I  aasue 
your  Lordship,  that  I  never  in  any  way  entered  into  condi- 
tions with  respect  to  the  reception  General  Buonaparte  was 
to  meet  with  ;  nor  was  it  at  that  time  finally  arranged  that 
he  was  to  come  on  board  the  Bellerophon.  In  the  course  of 
conversation.  Las  Cases  asked  me,  whether  I  thought  Buona- 
parte would  be  well  received  in  England  ?  to  which  I  gave 
the  only  answer  I  could  do  in  my  situation—'  That  I  did  not 
at  all  know  what  was  the  intention  of  the  British  Grovemment; 
■but  I  had  no  reason  to  suppose  he  would  not  be  well  received.' 
It  is  here  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  Las  Cases  came  on 
board,  he  assured  me  that  Buonaparte  was  then  at  Rochefort, 
and  that  it  would  be  necessary  fcMr  him  to  go  there  to  repmt 
the  conversation  that  had  passed  between  us,  (this  I  can 
prove  by  the  testimony  of  Captain  Sartorius,  and  the  first 
lieutenant  of  this  ship,  to  whom  I  spoke  of  it  at  the  time,) 
whiih  statement  wa»not  fact ;  Buonaparte  never  having  quit- 
ted Isle  d'Aix,  or  the  frigates,  after  the  3d. 

*'  I  was  therefore  much  surprised  at  seeing  Monsieur  Y^ae 
Cases  on  board  again  before  seven  o'clock  the  same  evenings 
and  one  ^the  firat  questions  I  put  to  him  was,  whether  he 
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h§d  been  «t  Rodiefort?  He  answered,  that,  on  retnmbg  to 
Isle  d'Aix,  be  found  that  Napoleon  bad  airiTed  these. 
.  **  Monsieor  Las  Cases  thto  presented  to  me  the  letter 
Count  Bcrtrand  wrote  concerning  Buonaparte's  intention  to 
eome  on  board  the  ship,  (a  copy  of  which  has  been  transmit* 
ted  to  your  Lordship  by  Sir  Henry  Hotham ;)  and  it  was  not 
tiH  then  agreed  upon  that  I  diould  receive  him ;  when  either 
Monsieur  Las  Cases,  or  Ckneral  Gourgaud  (I  am  not  posi* 
dTe  which,  as  I  was  employed  writing  my  own  dispatches,) 
wrote  to  Bertrand  to  inform  him  of  it.  "Wliile  paper  was  pre« 
piaring  to  write  the  letter,  I  said  again  to  Monsieur  Las  CaseSj 
*  Tou  will  recollect  I  have  no  authority  for  making  conditiona 
of  any  sort.'  Nor  has  Monsieur  Las  Cases  ever  started  sodi 
an  idea  till  the  day  before  yestarday.  That  it  wss  not  ^ 
feeling  of  Buonaparte,  or  the  rest  of  his  people,  I  will  giTt 
strong  proof,  drawn  fhim  the  conversations  th^r  have  hell 
with  me. 

'' As  I  never  heard  the  sulject  mentkmed  till  two  days  ago» 
I  shall  not  detail  every  conversation  that  has  passed,  but  coni* 
fine  myself  to  that  period. 

*^  The  night  that  the  squadron  anchored  at  the  back  of 
Berry-head,  Buonaparte  sent  for  me  about  ten  p.  m«  and  said 
he  was  informed  by  Bertrand,  that  I  had  received  orders  to 
remove  him  to  the  Northumberland,  land  wished  to  know  if 
that  was  the  case ;  on  being  told  that  i^  was,  he  requested 
that  I  would  write  a  letter  to  Bertrand,  stating  1  had  such  or- 
ders, that  it  might  not  appear  he  went  of  his  own  accord,  but 
that  he  had  been  forced  to  do  so.  I  told  him  I  could  have  no 
objection,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  that  effect,  which  your  Lord- 
ship afterwards  sanctioned>  and  desired  me,  if  he  required  it, 
to  give  him  a  copy  of  the  order. 

*'  After  having  arranged  that  matter,  I  was  going  to  with* 
dutw,  when  he  requested  me  to  remain,  as  he  had  something 
more  to  say :  he  then  b^;an  complaining  of  his  treatment 
in  being  forced  to  go  to  St  Helena :  among  oiher  things  he 
. observed, '  They  say  I  madenoconditicnis :  certainty  I  made 
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no  conditions  l  hOW  <^ould  a  ptiVbte  fnan  {un  parlkuUer)  inak^ 
conditions  with  a  nation  ?  I  wanted  nothing  from  them  hat 
ko^itality^  or  (as  the  ancients  would  express  it)  air  and  wa- 
Ux.  I  threw  myself  on  the  generosity  of  the  English  nation  f 
I  claimed  a  place  aur  leurs  foyers,  and  my  only  wisli  was  to 
purchase  a  small  estate,  and  end  my  life  in  tranquillity.' 
After  more  of  the  same  sort  of  conversation,  I  left  him  for 
the  night. 

^'  On  the  morning  he  removed  firom  the  Bellerc^hon  to  tb^ 
Northumberland,  he  sent  fbr  me  again,  and  said, '  I  have  sent 
for  you  to  express  my  gratitude  for  your  conduct  to  me,  whil^ 
I  have  been  on  board  the  ship  you  command.  My  receptiod 
in  England  has  been  very  different  from  what  I  expected  j 
but  you  throughout  have  behaved  like  a  man  of  honour;  and 
I  request  you  will  accept  my  thanks;  as  well  as  convey  them 
to  the  officers  and  ship's  company  of  the  Bellerophon.' 

''Soon  afterwards,  Montholon  came  to  me  from  Buona^ 
parte;  but,  to  understand  what  passed  between  him  and  the, 
I  must  r«vert  to  a  conversation  that  I  had  with  Madame  Bep> 
trand  on  the  passage  from  Rochefort. 

'^  It  is  not  necessary  to  state  how  the  conversation  commen« 
ced,  as  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  transaction ;  but  she 
informed  me  that  it  was  Buonaparte's  intention  to  present  me 
with  a  box  containing  his  picture  set  with  diamonds.  I  an- 
swered, '  I  hope  not,  for  I  cannot  receive  it.' — '  Then  you 
Will  offend  him  very  much,'  she  said.  '  If  that  is  the  case,' 
I  replied, '  I  request  you  will  take  measures  to  prevent  its 
being  offered,  as  it  is  absolutely  impossible  I  can  accept  of  it; 
tmd  I  wish  to  spare  him  the  mortification,  and  myself  the 
pain,  of  a  refusal.'  There  the  matter  dropt,  and  I  heard  no 
more  of  it,  till  about  half  an  hour  before  Buonaparte  quitted 
ihe  Bellerophon,  when  Montholon  came  to  me,  and  said  he 
was  desired  by  Buonaparte  to  express  the  high  sense  he  ^- 
tertained  of  my  conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trans- 
action :  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to  present  me  with  a 
box  containing  his  portrait,  but  that  he  understood  I  was  de- 
termined not  to  accept  it.    I  said,  '  Placed  as  I  was,  I  felt  it 
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impossible  to  receive  a  present  from  him^  though  I  was  high- 
ly  flattered  at  the  testimony  he  had  borne  to  the  uprightness 
of  my  conduct  throughout.'  Montholon  added^ '  One  of  the 
greatest  causes  of  chagrin  he  feels  in  not  being  admitted  to 
an  interview  with  the  Prince  Regent,  is,  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  ask  as  a  favour,  your  being  promoted  to  the  rank  o{ 
Rear- Admiral/  To  which  I  replied,  *  That  would  have  beei^ 
quite  impossible,  but  I  do  not  the  less  feel  the  kindness  of 
4ie  intentiop.'  I  then  said, '  I  am  hurt  that  Las  Cases  shou]4 
say  I  held  forth  any  assurances  as  to  the  reception  Buonaparte 
was  to  meet  with  in  England/ — *  Oh !'  said  he,  *  Las  Cases 
is  disappointed  in  his  expectations ;  and  as  he  negotiated  the 
affair,  he  attributes  the  Emperorts  situation  to  himself:  but 
I  can  assure  you,  that  he  (Buonaparte)  feels  convinced  you 
heve  acted  like  a  man  of  botiour  throughout' 

**  As  your  Lordship  overheard  part  of  a  conversation  which 
took  place  between  Las  Cases  and  me  on  the  quarter-deck  of 
the  Bellerophon,  I  shall  not  detail  it;  but  on  that  ocoasion, 
I  positively  denied  having  promised  anything  as  to  the  recep* 
^ion  of  Buonaparte  and  his  suite ;  and  I  believe  your  Loird- 
«hip  was  of  opinion  he  could  not  make  out  the  statement  to 
you.  It  is  extremely  unpleasant  for  me  to  be  under  the  noh 
<;essity  of  entering  into  a  detail  of  this  sort ;  but  the  unhandii 
some  representation  Las  Cases  has  made  to  your  Lordship  of 
my  conduct,  has  obliged  me  to  produce  proofs  of  the  light  in 
'which  the  transaction  was  viewed  by  Buonaparte  as  well  as 
'his  attendants. 

"  I  again  repeat,  that  Captain  Gambler  and  Sartorius  can 
verify  the  principal  part  of  what  I  have  stated,  as  far  a^  cpa« 
cems  the  charge  made  against  me  by  Count  Las  Cases. 
''I  have  the  honour  to  be 
•  ^^  Your  Lordship's 

'*  Most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Fbedeeick  L.  Maitlanh* 

«  To  the  Right  Hon. 

Viscount  Keith,  G.CB. 

&c.  &c  &c.'* 
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•«  Sltmey^  in  Plymouth  Sotmd^ 
\m  Atiffuit,  1816. 
*^  My  Loep^ 
**  I  have  read  Captain  Maitland's  letter  to  jour  Lordahip, 
of  the  8th  instant^  containing  his  observations  upon  the  as« 
aertions  made  on  the  preceding  day  by  Count  Las  Cases;  and  I 
most  fully  attest  the  correctness  of  the  statement  he  has  made, 
80  far  as  relates  to  the  couTersations  that  took  place  in  my 
presence* 

f'  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
^'  your  Lordship's 

*'  Most  obedient  humble  serrant, 
^'  G.  R.  Sahto&ius^ 
<'  Capt.  of  H.  M.  S.  Skney. 
«<  To  tfae  Right  Hon. 
Visconnt  Keitb,  G.  C.  3* 
&C.  &c  &c" 

It  happened  that  Captain  Gambler's  attestation  to  tiie  above 
atatem^t  was  not  in  Captain  Maitland's  possession  ;  but^  ha« 
ving  obtained  a  copy  of  it  from  the  kindness  of  Mr  Meike> 
^Kcretary  to  Lord  Keith^  we  can  supply  this  additional  pieoe 
of  evidoice  to  a  proof  aheady  so  distinct  in  itself. 

.  *'  I  hare  read  the  preceding  letter/'  [[that  of  Captain  Mait- 
land,;]  '^  and  most  fully  attest  the  correctness  of  what  Cap* 
tain  Maitland  has  said^  so  far  as  relates  to  what  occurred  in 
riny  presence  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  July. 

(Signed)         "  RoBsax  Gambieb, 
'^  Captain  of  H.  M.  Ship 
"  Myrmidon*" 
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Vol.  IX.  page  U6. 

States  of  Thermometer^  as  taken  at  Deadtoood,  Island  of 
St  Helena^  during  12  Calendar  Months^  viz.  from  1st  Sept. 
1820,  to  31st  Aug.  1821,  inclusive. — This  condensed  view 
of  the  different  states  of  the  Thermometer  was  kept  at 
Deadwood,  which  is  just  one  short  mile  from  Longwood, 
and  therefore  expresses  the  exact  temperature  of  the  cli- 
mate in  which  he  Jived, — ^milder^  and  more  equaUe,  cer« 
tainlj,  than  most  in  the  known  world.  In  point  of  mois- 
ture, Dr  Shortt  is  not  of  opinion  that  St  Helena  differs  mi- 
terially  from  any  other  tropical  island  of  the  same  extent 
His  account  of  Uie  general  state  of  health  among  the  troops 
has  been  already  referred  to. 


Mootlis. 

Thenoometor. 

§ 

1 

i 

Remarkf. 

1 

1 

1 

Sept.  1820, 

66 

64 

62 

• 
Wind  blowing  fhxn  S.E. 

Oct.     do. 

68 

66 

62 

Do.          Do. 

Nov.    do. 

72 

66 

61 

Generally  S.E.  6  days  from  N.W. 

Dec.     do. 

72 

66 

61 

Wind  from  S.E. 

Jan.  1821, 

76 

70 

68 

Do.      Do. 

Feb.     do. 

76 

70 

67 

Do.      Do. 

Mar.    do. 

76 

71 

67 

Do.      Do. 

April   do. 

74 

70 

66 

Do.      Do. 

May     do. 

72 

68 

64 

Do.      Do. 

June    do. 
July    do. 

70 
71 

63 
66 

57 
57 

Generally  S.E.  1  day  westerly. 

Aug.    do. 

68 

64 

62 

Wind  from  S.E. 

(Certified  by)    Thomas  Shoatt^ 

Physician  to  H.  M.  Forces,  and 
Principal  Medical  Officer  at  St  Helena. 
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No.  XL 

UNTJIRYIEW  BETWIXT  NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE  ANp 
HENRY  ELLIS,  ESQ.  THIRD  COMMISSIONER  OF 
J-ORD  AMHERST*S  EMBASSY  TO  CHINA. 

•  Volume  IX.  page  50. 

"^ Although,  like  others^  I  was  familiar  with  the  details  of 
Buonaparte's  present  situation,  and  might,  therefbre^  be  sup- 
posed to  have  become  saturated  with  those  sentimeuts  of 
surprise,  which  such  an  extraordinary  reverse  of  fortune  was 
calculated  to  excite, — I  must  confess  that  I  could  boast  but 
little  self-possession  on  entering  the  presence  of  a  man,  who 
had  been  at  once  the  terror  and  wonder  of  the  dvilized  world.- 
'the  absence  of  attendants,  and  the  other  circumstances  of 
Ingh  station,  did  not  seem  to  me  to  have  afibcted  his  indivi- 
dual greatness ;  however  elevated  his  rank  had  been,  his  ac- 
tions had  been  still  beyond  it.  Even  the  mighty  weapons 
which  he  had  wielded  were  light  to  his  gigantic  strength ; 
the  splendour  of  a  court,  the  pomp,  discipline,  and  number 
of  his  armies,  suQcient  to  have  constituted  the  personal 
greatness  of  an  hereditary  monarchy  scarcely  added  to  the 
effect  produced  by  the  tremendous,  but  fortunately  ill-di- 
rected, energies  of  his  mind.  Their  absence,  therefore,  did 
not  diminish  the  influence  of  his  individuality.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  §ver  before  felt  myself  in  the  presence  of  a  mind 
di^ering  from  mine,  not  in  degree,  but  in  nature ;  and  could 
have  had  but  little  disposition  to  gratify  curiosity  by  inqui- 
ries into  the  motives  which  had  guided  his  conduct  in  the 
eventful  transactions  of  his  life.  I  came  prepared  to  listen 
and  recollect,  not  to  question  or  speculate.  Lord  Amherst 
having  presented  me,  Napolcou  begau  hy  saying,  that  my 
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niune  was  not  nfakiiowtt  to  hhA;  that  he  undentood  I  had 
b^n  at  Constantinople,  and  had  a  faint  reooUectbn  of  some 
person  of  my  name  having  been  employed  in  Russia.  I^  in 
reply,  said  that  I  had  been  at  Constantinople  in  my  way  to 
Bersia,  ''Yes,"  says  he,  "  it  was  I  who  showed  yon  the  way  to 
that  country.  Eh  Men,  comment  ee  parte  man  ami  le  Shah  9 
What  have  the  Russians  been  doing  lately  in  that  quarter  }'* 
On  my  informing  him  that  the  result  of  the  last  war  had  been 
the  cession  of  all  the  territory  in  the  military  occupation  of 
dieir  troops,— he  said,  *^  Yes,  Russia  is  the  power  now  most  to 
1^  dreaded;  Alexander  may  have  whatever  army  he  pleases. 
Unlike  the  French  and  English,  the  subjects  of  the  Russian 
empire  improve  their  condition  by  becoming  soldiers.  If  !• 
called  on  a  Frenchman  to  quit  his  country,  I  required  him  to 
abandon  his  happiness.  The  Russian,  on  the  contrary,  is  a 
slave  while  a  peasant,  and  becomes  free  and  respectable  when 
a  soldier.  A  Frenchman,  leaving  his  country,  always  changea 
for  the  worse,  while  Germany,  France,  and  Italy,  are  all  su<« 
perior  to  the  native  country  of  the  Russians.  Their  immenso 
bodies  of  Cossacks  are  also  formidable ;  their  mode  of  travel* 
ling  resembles  the  Bedouins  of  the  Desert  They  advance  with 
confidence  into  the  most  unknown  regions."  He  then  related 
the  following  instance  of  the  extraordinary  powers  of  vision 
possessed  by  the  Arabs.  ,  When  in  Egypt,  he  took  up  his 
glass  to  examine  an  Arab,  who  was  still  at  some  distance. 
Before  Buonaparte  had,  with  the  assistanceof  the  instrument, 
ascertained  his  appearance,  a  Bedouin,  standing  near  him,  had 
so  completely  made  him  out,  as  to  distinguish  the  dress  of  the 
tribe  to  which  he  belonged.  "  Russia,"  continued  he, "  has 
still  her  designs  upon  Constantinople.  To  obtain  my  consent  ta 
his  projects  upon  Turkey,  was  the  great  wish  of  the  Emperor 
Alexander,  but  in  vain  ;  I  told  him  I  never  would  allow  the 
Greek  cross  to  be  added  to  the  crown  of  the  Caars.  Austria 
woulil  unite  with  Russia  against  Turkey,  on  condition  of  be-i 
ing  allowed  to  retain  the  provinces  contiguous  to  her  frontier^ 
France  and  England  are  the  only  powers  interested  in  op|^ 
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ling  dkfar  selienies ;  I  always  Mi  iMs,  and  always  supported 
the  Turks,  alAougfa  I  hated  &em  as  barbarians.  If  Russia^** 
headded^'^oi^nisesFdand^  she willbe irresistible/'  Napoleon 
here  took  a  rapkl  view  of  the  military  character  of  the  nations 
of  Europe^  and  without  reference  to  what  he  had  just  said  re- 
specting the  Rus^ns^  declared  the  French  and  English  were 
the  only  troc^  descrying  notice  for  their  discipline  and  mo* 
r«l  quidities.  *^  The  Austrian  and  Prussian^"  he  said,  '^  were 
much  inferior:  in  fact,  real  strength  and  efficiency  were  con* 
fined  to  the  English  and  Frendi."  The  remainder  of  hu 
harangue  (for  his  habit  of  not  waiting  for,  or  indeed  listening 
to  re^es,  rendom  conversation  an  inapplicable  term,}  was 
emj^oyed  upon  the  present  state  of  England,  which  he  con« 
sidered  was  most  calamitous,  and  as  produced  by  the  impolicy 
of  mixing  with  continental  affairs.  The  dominion  of  the  seas^ 
sud  the  maintenance  of  a  monopoly  of  commerce,  he  oonsi« 
dered  as  the  only  true  foundation  of  our  national  prosperity* 
'^  Whatever  might  be  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  their  limited 
number  virould  for  ever  prevent  us  from  becoming  a  great  mi<« 
litary  power.  Vous  avess  toufours  votre  hravoure  des  siedes, 
maUy  avec  quarante  cinq  miUe,  i^oua  ne  serex  Jamais  puisMtnee 
miHtaire-^ln  sacrificing  maritime  affidrs,  we  were  acting  like 
Francis  I.  at  the  battle  of  Favia,  whose  General  had  made 
an  excellent  disposition  of  his  army,  and  had  placed  forty-five 
pieces  of  cannon  (an  unheard-of  battery  at  that  time)  in  a 
situation  that  must  have  secured  the  victory :  Francis,  how- 
ever, his  grand  sabre  k  la  main,  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  his  gendarmerie  and  household  troops,  between  the  battery 
and  the  enemy,  and  thereby  lost  the  advantage  his  superiority 
of  artillery  gave  him ;  thus,"  said  he,  *'  seduced  by  a  tempo- 
rary success,  you  are  masking  the  only  battery  you  possess, 
your  naval  pre-eminence.  While  that  remains,  you  may  block- 
ade all  Europe.  I  well  know  the  efiect  of  blockade.  With  two 
small  wooden  machines,  you  distress  a  line  of  coast,  and  place 
a  country  in  the  situation  of  a  body  rubbed  over  with  oil,  and 
thus  derived  of  the  natural  perspiration,  I,"say8he,**amnow 
suffering  in  my  face  from  this  obstruction  to  perspiration,  and 
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bkd»d6luui  the  same  efibot  Upon  ABttkni.  Whatlitfe  yoa 
gained  by  the  war?  yoa  have  gained  poeaeiikm  of  my  person^ 
and  had  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  an  example  of  ungene* 
ronsneas.  By  pbdng  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne,  you  haf« 
disturbed  the  legitimacy  of  longs,  for  I  am  the  natural  soTe« 
reign  of  France.  You  ccmedved  that  none  but  Ni^tolecm 
oould  shut  the  ports  of  £urope  against  you,  but  now  ey^y 
petty  sovereign  insults  you  with  prohibitory  regulations  upon 
your  commttcej^L'Angleierre  eet  dkhue  dqmit  qu'eUe  9eti 
melee  dee  affaires  du  oontinent.^-Yo\i  should  have  been  aware 
ci  the  advance  I  had  made  towards  the  improvement  of  m*« 
nu&cture  throughout  my  empire^  and  secured  the  repayment 
<tf  your  expenses  during  the  war^  by  a  forced  extension  of 
your  trade.  Who  placed  the  King  of  Portugal  on  his  tlnrone  ? 
Was  it  not  England  ?  Had  you  not,  thereftnre,  a  right  to  be  re* 
Imbursed,  and  that  reimbursement  might  have  been  found  la 
the  exclusive  trade  to  the  Brazils  for  five  years.  This  demand 
was  rea8onable>  and  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  refused."  I 
observed  that  such  a  ]^ceeding  would  not  have  been  omso* 
nant  with  our  political  system,  and  that  the  King  ci  Portugal^ 
aware  of  this,  would  have  resisted,  the  more  especially  as,  when 
placed  on  the  throne,  he  no  longer  wanted  our  assistanca^ 
**  The  demand  should  have  been  made  in  the  first  instance,"  said 
he,  '^  when  you  might  have  asked  anything ;  but  it  is  now  too 
late ;  and  you  have  only  to  blame  your  ministers,  who  hav« 
totally  neglected  the  interests  of  England.  Russia,  Austria, 
Prussia,  have  all  been  gainers;  England  abne  has  been  a 
loser.  You  have  even  neglected  that  poor  kingdom  of  Ha* 
nover.  Why  not  have  added  three  or  four  millions  to  its  po* 
pulation  ?  Lord  Castlereagh,  got  among  the  monarchs,  be^ 
•came  a  courtier^  and  thought  more  of  their  aggrandisement 
than  the  claims  of  his  country.  Your  good  fortunes,  et  mm 
fautesy  mee  im^prudences,  have  brought  about  a  state  of  things 
which  even  Pitt  never  dared  to  dream  of;  and  what  is  the 
result?  your  people  are  starving,  and  youn  country  is  con* 
vulsed  with  riots.  The  situation  of  England  is  most  curioiu^ 
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ShebtfgsnedaU^mi^yctaheisTiiified*  Bdi^Tethec^^iliiim 
9f  a  mtn  accustomed  to  ooaskkr  poliUcal  aul^ects;  England 
•bould  look  wholly  to  commerce  and  naval  affiurs;  she  never 
can  be  a  txmtinental  power^  and  in  the  attempt  must  be  ruined. 
Maintain  the  onpire  of  the  sess^  and  you  may  send  your 
ambassadors  to  the  courts  of  £urope>  and  ask  .what  you  please. 
The  sovereigns  are  aware  of  your  present  distressed  situation^ 
and  insult  you."  He  repeated,  '^  Forty*five  thousand  men 
trill  never  make  you  a  military  power ;  it  is  not  in  the  genius 
of  your  nation.  None  but  the  very  dr^;s  of  the  nation  enlist 
in  your  army ;  the  profession  is  not  liked."  He  would  not 
Bsten  to  an  observatitm  respecting  the  great  channel  of  supply 
from  the  militia  to  the  lhie>  which  he  seemed  to  confound 
with  Ae  volunteers. 

.  Napoleon  continued  his  observations  by  saying,  '^  The  sus- 
pension of  the  Habeas  Corpus  would  not  prove  a  remedy  for 
the  riots ;  people  must  have  food ;  the  stagnation  of  commerce 
diminishes  your  exports,  and  your  manufacturers  are  starving. 
It  is  absurd  to  describe  the  evils  as  temporary.  Wellesley  is 
right  in  that,  the  distress  is  general,  and  must  be  lasting. 
Stopping  the  evils  by  suspending  the  Habeas  Corpus,  is  ap« 
plying  topical  remedies  when  the  disease  is  in  the  system  ; 
to^cal  remedies  will  only  remove  topical  eruption ;  the  com« 
fdaint  extends  over  the  whole  body. — There  is  not  a  man  of 
ability  in  the  cabinet.  Lord  Chatham  understood  the  true 
interests  of  England  when  he  said,  '  If  we  are  just  for  twen- 
ty-four hours,  we  must  be  ruined.'  Immense  extension  of 
oommerce,  combined  with  reductions  and  reforms,  could  alone 
htLYe  prevented  the  present  crisis  in  England.  For  his  part, 
•he  wished  that  all  was  tranquil  and  settled,  as  that  was  his 
4>nly  chance  of  being  released.  A  large  army,"  he  re- 
marked, ''was  moreover  inconsistent  with  our  free  oonstito- 
4ion,  to  which  we  were,  with  reason,  so  much  attached."  I 
lemarked,  that  the  superior  importance  to  England  of  mari- 
•time  concerns  was  fully  acknowledged  by  our  ministers,  and 
4bat  they  would  heartily  rejoice  in  being^nabled  to  withdraw 
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the  Britkh  mlingen t  in  Fnoee  (to  whieh  he  seemed  to  h«?^ 
alhided);  that  the  aetual  distress  in  England  arose  from  the 
system  of  public  credit^  by  which  the  war  had  been  sup- 
ported^ and  the  consequences  of  which  were  in  their  nature 
lasting;  that  these  consequences  had  been  anticipated^  and 
were  not,  it  was  to  be  hoped,  irremediable*  "  Yes/'  said 
Napoleon,  '*  your  resources  are  great :  but  your  ruin,  from 
persisting  in  your  present  policy,  is  certain.  Your  ministere 
liaTe  affected  generosity,  and  have  ruined  the  country.  la 
this  generosity  you  have  departed  from  the  system  of  your 
ancestors,  who  nerer  concluded  4i  peace' without  gaining,  or 
attempting  to  gain,  some  advantage ;  they  were  steady  mer^ 
"diants,  who  filled  their  purses,  but  you  have  set  up  for  gen- 
tiemen,  and  are  ruined.  Although  the  peace,  on  the  termi- 
nation of  the  American  war,  was  honourable  to  l^'rance,  for 
-she  compelled  Englmd  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
America,  the  treaty  in  1783  was  fatal  to  French  commerce^ 
and  how  do  you  suppose  that  came  to  be  concluded  ?  The 
Frendi  ministers  were  fvJlj  aware  of  its  injurious  conse* 
quehces,  but  England  threatened  war,  and  they  had  no  money  * 
to  defray  the  expenses."  I  understood  Buonaparte  to  say 
-that  this  account  was  supported  by  Memoirs  in  the  Buream 
des  Affidres  Etrangeres. 

During'  the  conrersation,  which,  notwithstanding  the  va^ 
riety  of  topics  started,  if  not  discussed,  did  not  occupy  more 
than  half  an  hour,  there  were  frequent  repetitioDs  of  parti- 
cular expressions,  such  ta^**  L'Angleterre  est  dickue ;  avee 
45,000  hommes  vous  ne  serez  Jamais  puissance  eoniinen^ 
ale."  Buonaparte  neyer  listened  to  any  reply  naturally 
arising  from  his  observations,  but  continued  his  own  view 
ci  the  subject  he  was  discussing;  he  seemed  little  studi- 
ous in  arrangement,  but  poured  out  his  ideas  with  a  rapidity 
of  language  almost  equal  to  the  rapidity  of  their  succession 
in  the  mind.  His  sfyle  upon  political  subjects  is  so  epi« 
grammatic  and  trandiant,  ihttt  in  a  man  whose  actions  had 
not  been  corre^ndent,  it  would  look  like  Charktanerle. 
Buonaparte  must  be  allowed  to  be  eloquent,  and  possesses 
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that  ipedet  €i  oaUory  wdl  adapted  lor  a  pepolar  aaiembly, 
«r  for  influenciiig  persona  already^  prepared  to  kak  up  to  ban. 
Upon  the  former^  his  point  would  piodnoe  impression  ;  and  a 
•ort  of  oracular  confidence^  in  whidi  he  abounds^  would  com* 
mand  the  conviction  of  the  latter.  His  manner,  oa  the  wlioiey 
was  pleasing,  and  had  a  mixture  of  simpHcity  and  ccmadoas 
auperiority  which  I  nerer  before  witnessed.  The  expression  ef 
hiscountenance  is  more  intellectual  thanoommanding ;  and  hia 
person,  so  far  from  being  overgrown  widi  corpulencjr,  aeema 
fully  equal  to  the  endurance  of  the  greatest  exertion.  I  should 
aay  that  he  was  as  fit  as  ever  to  go  through  a  campaign,  and 
that,  considering  his  age,  he  was  not  unusually  corpulent. 
I  have  omitted  to  meutiiHi  an  illustration  made  use  of  by 
Buonaparte,  in  q[»eaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Englidi  mi* 
nisters  at  the  Congress.  "  You  were,"  said  he,  "  like  die 
dog  in  the  fable,  who  dropt  the  piece  of  meat  in  the  wa» 
ter,  while  looking  at  his  own  image*  You  had  the  commeroe 
of  the  world,  and  you  todc  no  precautions  to  retain  it  Nor- 
thing but  a  great  extension  of  commerce  could  have  enaUed 
you  to  bear  your  immense  taxes,  and  you  made  no  effiyrt  to 
obtain  it."  Buonaparte  miscalls  English  names  and  wcnnda 
more  than  any  foreigner  I  ev&t  before  heard,  who  had  pre* 
tensions  to  a  knowledge  of  the  language ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing his  reading,  and  the  attention  he  has  probably  paid  to 
the  subject,  be  seems  little  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our 
domestic  policy.  His  plans,  like  his  practice,  are  all  despot- 
ic, and  are  formed  without  adverting  to  constitutional  re- 
•atrictions. 

In  his  conversation  with  Lord  Amherst,  he  dwelt  modi 
upon  his  present  situation,  and  expressed  himself  with  great 
-  and  unjustifiable  bitterness  respecting  Sir  H.  Lowe.  Lord 
Baihurst's  speech  had  evidently  annoyed  him,  and  he  ex* 
pressed  disappointment  at  the  countenance  such  language 
and  treatment  received  from  Lords  Sidmouth  and  Liverpool, 
vnth  whom  he  affected  to  consider  himself  as  having  heesi 
formerly  on  terms  of  amicable  intercourse.  He  said  such  a 
man  as  Lord  Comwallis  jought  to  have  been  placed  in  Sur  H. 

IB 
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Loire's  n^tmitioii.  It  is  diiBeult  to  conoeive  any  complaints 
more  unreasonable^  than  those  made  by  Buonaparte  of  Sir 
H.  Lowe's  conduct.  There  perhaps  never  was  a  prisoner  so 
much  requiring  to  be  watched  and  guarded^  to  whom  sa 
mudi  liberty  and  range  for  exercise  was  allowed.  With  an 
officer  he  may  go  over  any  part  of  the  island;  whoUy  unob« 
serred,  his  limits  extend  four  miles — ^partially  obseryed>  eight 
-Hind  OTerlooked^  twelve.  At  nighty  ihe  seatinels  certainly 
dose  round  Longwood  itself.  The  house  is  small^  but  well 
furnished;  and  altogether  as  commodious  as  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  it  was  procured  would  admit.  I  can  only 
neconnt  for  his  petulance  and  unfounded  compisints^  from 
one  of  two  motives^— either  he  wishes  by  their  means  to  kee]^ 
alive  interest -in  Europe^  and  more  especially  in  England^ 
Inhere  he  flatters  himself  he  has  a  party ;  or  his  troubled 
mind  finds  an  occupation  in  the  tracasseries  whieh  his  pre« 
fl^l  c(Hiduct  gives  to  the  Grovernor.  If  the  latter  be  the  case, 
il  is  in  vain  for  any  Grovemor  to  unite  being  on  good  term» 
with  him^  to  the  performance  of  his  duty.  Buonapaa^^  in 
concluding  the  observations  which  he  thought  proper  to  ad« 
"dress  to  me,  made  a  motion  with  his  hand  to  Lord  Amherst 
for  the  introduction  of  Captain  Maxwell  and  the  gentlemeQ 
of  the  Embassy.  They  entered^  accompanied  by  Generals 
Bertrand^  Montholon^  and  Gouigaud.  A  circle  under  the 
direction  of  the  Grand  Marshal  was  formed,  and  Lord  Am- 
lierst  having  presented  Captain  Maxwell,  Buonaparte  said^ 
*'  I  have  heard  of  you  before— you  took  one  of  my  ing&te^, 
the  Pauline;  vou8  Hes  un  mkihant;  well,  your  government 
can  say  nothing  about  your  losing  the  ship,  for  you  have  ta« 
ken  one  for  them  before."  He  observed  of  Lord  Amherst's 
son,  that  he  must  resemble  his  mother,  and  good-humoured- 
ly  asked  him  what  he  had  brought  from  China,  whether  a 
bonnet  or  a  Mandarin.  He  inquired  of  Mr  M'Leod,  the  sur- 
geon of  the  Alceste,  how  long  he  had  served,  and  if  he  had 
been  wounded ;  repeating  the  question  in  English.  On  Mr 
Abel  being  introduced  as  naturalist,  he  inquired  if  he  knew 
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Sir  Joiepli  Banks/ saying  that  his  name  had  Idwa^  been  t 
passport^  and  that>  eren  during  the  war^  his  requests  had  al- 
ways heen  attended  to.  He  wished  to  know  if  Mr  Abel  was 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Society,  or  was  a  candidate  for  that 
honour.  Buonaparte  appeared  to  be  under  some  erroneous 
impression  respecting  a  son  of  Sir  J.  Banks  having  gone  on  an 
expedition  to  the  coast  of  Africa.  Mr  Cook's  name  led  him 
naturally  to  inquire  whether  he  was  a  descendant  of  the  ce« 
lebrated  Cook,  the  narigator,  adding,  '^  he  was  indeed  a  great 
man."  Dr  Lynn  having  been  presented  as  a  physician,  was 
asked  at  what  university  he  had  studied:  *'  At  Edinburgh," 
being  the  reply ;  '^  Ah  I  are  you  a  Brunonian  in  practice^ 
mnd  do  you  bleed  and  give  as  much  mercury  as  our  St  Hele< 
na  doctors?"  To  Mr  Griffiths,  the  chaplain,  (whom  he  called 
Aufnomer,)  he  put  some  questions  tespecting  the  state  of  re- 
ligion in  China ;  he  was  answered,  a  kind  of  Polytheism.  Not 
«eeming  to  understand  this  word  spoken  in  English,  Bertrand 
explained,  PluraHtS  de  Dieux.  **  Ah,  PluraUU  de  DieusI 
Do  they  believe,"  he  resumed,  **  in  the  immortality  of  the 
^aoul?"  "  They  seem  to  have  some  idea  of  a  future  state,'* 
was  the  reply.  He  then  asked  to  what  university  be  belong- 
ed ;  and  jokingly  said  to  Lord  Amherst,  **  you  must  get  him  a 
good  living  when  you  go  home;"  adding,  '*  I  wish  you  may 
\e  a  prebendary."  He  then  inquired  of  Mr  Hayne,  how  and 
where  he  had  been  educated  ?  On  being  told  that  he  had  been 
educated  at  home  by  his  father,  he  immediately  turned  awfty  ; 
and  having  now  said  something  to  each^  he  dismissed  us*  •> 
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No.  XIL 

BUONAPARTE'S  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT. 

Fdume  IX.  p.  331. 

Napoleok. 
.  This  I6th  April,  1821  >  at  Longwood,  Island  of  St  Helena. 
This  is  my  Testament,  or  Act  of  my  last  Will. 

I. 

1.  I  Bi£  in  the  apostolical  Roman  religion^  in  the  bosom 
of  which  I  was  born^  more  than  fifty  years  since. 

2.  It  is  my  wish  that  my  ashes  may  repose  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seine^  in  the  midst  of  the  Frendi  people^  whom  I  har^ 
loved  so  well. 

3.  I  have  always  had  reason  to  be  pleased  with  my  dearest 
wife^  Marie  Louise.  I  retain  for  her^  to  my  last  moment^  the 
most  tender  sentiments— I  beseech  her  to  watch^  in  ordei"  to 
preserve  my  son  from  the  snares  which  yet  environ  his  in* 
fancy. 

4.  I  recommend  to  my  son^  never  to  forget  that  he  was 
bom  a  French  prince,  and  never  to  allow  himself  to  become 
an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  triumvirs  who  oppress  the 
nations  of  Europe ;  he  ought  never  to  fight  against  France, 
or  to  injure  her  in  any  manner;  he  ought  to  adopt  my  raotto 
— "  Every  thing  for  the  Frentfh  people." 

5.  I  die  prematurely,  assassinated  by  the  English  oligar- 
chy and  its  *  *  *.  The  English  nation  will  not  be  slow  in 
avenging  me. 

6.  The  two  unfortunate  results  of  the  invasions  of  France, 
when  she  had  still  so  many  resources,  are  to  be  attributed 
to  the  treason  of  Marmont,  Augereau,  Talleyrand,  and  La 
Fayette. 

VOL.  IX.  1 
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I  for^e  them— may  the  posterity  of  France  forgire  them 
like  me ! 

7. 1  thank  my  good  and  most  excellent  mother,  the  Cardi- 
nal, my  hi;<j^§j)8  Joseph,  Lucien,  Jerome,  Pa^ne,  Car^pie, 
JflJIe,  HOTtense,  Catarine,  Eugene,  for  the  mtetest  Whidi 
they  have^ntinued  to  feel  for  me.  I  pardon  Louis  for  the 
lihel  which  he  published  in  1820 :  it  is  replete  with  false  aa* 
sertions  and  falsified  documents. 

8.  I  disavow  the  "  Manuscript  of  St  Helena,"  and  other 
works,  imder  the  title  of  Maxims,  Sayings,  &c.,  which  per« 
sons  have  been  pleased  to  publish  for  the  last  six  years. 
These  are  not  the  rules  which  have  guided  my  life.  I  caused 
the  Due  d'Enghien  to  be  arrested  and  tried,  because  that  step 
was  essential  to  the  safety,  interest,  and  honour  of  the  French 
people,  when  the  Count  d' Artois  was  maintaining,  by  his  con- 
fession, sixty  assassins  at  Paris.  Under  similar  curcum8tan« 
ces,  I  would  act  in  the  same  way. 

II. 

1.  I  bequeath  to  my  son,  the  boxes,  orders,  and  other  af« 
tides ;  such  as  my  plate,  field-bed,  saddles,  spurs,  chapel 
plate,  books,  linen,  which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  wear 
and  use,  according  to  the  list  annexed  (a).  It  is  my  wish 
that  this  slight  bequest  may  be  dear  to  him,  as  recalling  the 
memory  of  a  father,  of  whom  the  universe  will  discourse  to 
him. 

9.  I  bequeath  to  Lady  Holland  the  antique  Cameo  whidi 
Pope  Pius  VI.  gave  me  at  Tolentino. 

3.  I  bequeath  to  Count  Montholon  twomillidns  6f  fWincs, 
as  a  proof  of  my  satisfaction  with  the  filial  attentions  which  he 
has  paid  to  me  during  six  years,  and  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
losses  which  his  residence  at  St  Helena  has  occasioned. 

4.  I  bequeath  to  Count  Bertrand  five  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

5, 1  bequeath  to  Marchand,  my  first  valet  de  diambre,  four 
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hondred  tbootand  fhincs.  The  serrioet  whieh  he  hu  reii« 
dered  to  me  are  those  of  a  fHend ;  it  is  my  wish  that  he 
should  marry  the  widow^  sister^  or  dai^ter  of  an  officer  of 
my  Old  Guard. 

6.  Item.    To  St  Denis^  one  hundred  thousand  francs^ 
7*  Item.    To  Novarre^  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

8.  Item.     To  Pieron^  one  hundred  thousand  firancs. 

9.  Item.    To  Archamhaud^  fifty  thousand  francs. 

10.  Item.    To  Cursor^  twenty-five  thousand  francs. 

11.  Item.    To  Chandellier^  item. 

12.  To  the  Ahb^  Vignali^  one  hundred  thousand  fhrncsu 
It  is  my  wish  that  he  should  build  his  house  near  the  Ponle 
noYO  di  Costino. 

13.  Item.  To  Count  Las  Cases  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

14.  Item.  To  Count  Laralette  one  himdred  thousand 
francs. 

15.  Item.  To  Larrey^  surgeon  in  chiefs  one  hundred  thoo* 
sand  francs.— He  is  the  most  virtuous  nutti  I  have  known. 

16.  Item.  To  General  Brayher,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

17.  Item.  To  General  Le  Fevre  Desnouettes^  one  huii« 
dred  thousand  fhtncs. 

18.  Item>i  To  General  Brouot^  one  hundred  thousand 
fVancs. 

19.  Item.  To  General  Cambrbne,  one  bundred  thousand 
francs. 

20.  Item.    To  the  children  of  General  Mouton  Durerne^ 
■  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

21.  Item.  To  the  children  of  the  brave  Labedoy^re^  one 
hundred  thousand  francs. 

22.  Item.  To  the  children  of  General  Gurard^  kiled  at 
Ligny,  one  hundred  thousand  firancs. 

23.  Item.  To  the  children  of  General  %[arehand,  erne 
hundred  thousand  firancs. 

24.  Item.  To  the  children  of  the  virtuous  General  Tra« 
vest,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 
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^25.  Itenk  TaG^Qoral  Lalkmandtheeldlsr^  onci  bmn^bred 
thouiand  francs. 

eo.  Item.  To  Count  Real>  one  hundred  thousand  fr  ncs. 

97.  Item.  To  Costa  de  Basilica,  in  Corsica,  one  hundred 
thousand  francs. 

^..  Item.  To  General  Clausel,  one  hitndred  thousand 
francs. 

89,  Item,  To  Baron  deMenevalle,  one  hundred,  thousand 
francs. 

30.  Item.  To  Arnault,  the  author  o£  Marius,  one  hundred 
thousand  francs. 

31.  Item*  To  Colond  Marhot,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs.  I  engage  him  to  continue  to  write  in  defence  of  the 
glory  of  the  French  armies,  and  to  confound  their  calumnia- 
tors and  apostates. 

32.  Item.  To  Baron  Bignon,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 
I  engage  him  to  write  the  history  of  French  diplomacy,  from 
Vf92  to  1815. 

33.  Item*  To  Poggi  de  Talavo,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

34.  Item.  To  surgeon  Emmery,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

35.  These  sums  will  he  raised  from  the  six  millions  which 
I  deposited  on  leaving  Paris  in  1815  ;  and  from  the  interest, 
at  the  rate  of  ^ve  per  cent,  since  July  1815.  The  account 
will  be  settled  with  the  banker  by  Counts  Montholon,  Ber- 
trand,  and  Marchand. 

,  8<$,  Whatever  that  deposit  may  produce  beyond  the  sum 
of  five  million  six  hundred  thousand  francs,  which  have  been 
above  disposed  of,  shall  be  distributed  as  a  gratuity  amongst 
the  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and  amongst  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  battalion  of  the  Isle  of  £lba,  accord- 
ing to  a  scale  to  be  determined  upon  by  Monthohm,  Ber- 
trand,  Drouot,  Cambrone,  and  the  surgeon  Lariey. 

37.  These  legacies,  in  case  of  death,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
widovrs  and  children,  and  in  default  of  such,  shall  revert  to 
the  bulk  of  my  property. 
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III. 

I.  My  priyate  domain  being  my  property^  of  which  no 
French  law  depriyes  me,  that  I  am  aware  of,  an  account  of  it 
will  be  required  from  the  Baron  de  la  Bouillerie,  the  trea- 
surer thereof;  it  ought  to  amount  to  more  than  200,000,000 
of  francs  ;  namely,  1.  The  portfolio  containing  the  sayings 
which  I  made  during  fourteen  years^  out  of  my  ciyil  list^ 
which  amounted  to  more  than  12,000,000  per  annum,  if  my 
memory  be  good.  9.  The  produce  of  this  portfolio.  3.  The 
furniture  of  my  palaces,  such  as  it  was  in  1824,  including  the 
palaces  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Turin.  All  this  furniture  was 
purchased  with  moneys  accruing  fnm  the  civil  list.  4.  The 
proceeds  of  my  houses  in  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  such  as  mo- 
ney, plate,  jewels,  furniture,  equipages ;  the  accounts  will  be 
rendered  by  Prince  Eugene,  and  the  steward  of  the  crown, 
Campagnoni.  Napoleon. 

2. 1  bequeath  my  priyate  domain,  one  half  to  the  surviying 
'officers  and  soldiers  of  the  French  army  who  haye  fought  since 
1792  to  1815,  for  the  glory  and  the  independence  of  the  nation. 
The  distribution  shall  be  made  in  proportion  to  their  appoint*, 
ments  upon  actiye  senrice.  One  half  to  the  towns  and  districts 
Hi  Alsace,  of  Lorraine,  of  Franche  Compt^,  of  Burgundy,  of 
the  Isle  of  France,  of  Champagne  Forest,  Dauphin^,  which 
may  haye  suflfered  by  either  of  the  inyasions.  There  shall 
be  previously  deducted  from  this  sum,  one  million  for  the 
town  of  Brienne,  and  one  million  for  that  of  MerL  I  ap» 
point  Counts  Montholon,  Bertrand,  and  Marchand,  th  exe- 
cutors of  my  wilL 

This  present  will,  wholly  written  with  my  own  hand,  is 
signed^  and  sealed  with  my  own  arms. 

(l.  s.)  Napoleon. 
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LuT  (A). 
Affixed  to  my  WiU. 

Lonivtood,  UkMdqfSt  Hehna^  thk  I5th  Jpritf  18^1. 

L 
1.  The  odnseerated  Tessels  which  have  been  in  use  at  my 
diapel  at  Longwood. 

9.  I  ^oin  the  Abbe  Vignali  to  preserve  them,  and  to  ddi- 
yer  them  to  my  80P>  when  he  shall  reach  the  i^  of  sixteen 
years. 

II. 

1.  My  arms^  that  is  to  say^  my  siirord,  that  which  I  wore 
at  Austerlitz,  the  sabre  of  Sobie^i,  my  dagger,  my  brood 
oword,  my  hanger,  my  two  pair  of  Versailles  pistds. 

2.  My  gold  travelling  box,  that  of  which  I  made  use  on  the 
morning  of  Ulm  and  of  Austerlitz,  of  Jena,  of  Eylau,  of  Fried* 
land,  of  the  Island  of  Lobau,  of  Moscow,  of  MonmiraiL 
In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  my  wish  that  it  may  be  precious  in 
the  eyes  of  my  son.  (It  has  been  deposited  with  Connt  Ber« 
trand  dnoe  1814.) 

3.  I  charge  Count  Bertrand  with  the  care  of  preaervii^ 
these  olijects,  and  of  conveying  them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall 
attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

III. 
I.  Three  small  mahogany  boxes,  containing,  the  first, 
thirty-three  snuff-boxes,  or  comfit-boxes  ;  the  second,  twelve 
boxes  with  the  Imperial  arms,  two  small  eye-glasses,  and  four 
boxes  found  on  the  table  of  Louis  XVIII.  in  the  TjuUeries, 
on  the  20th  of  March^  ISl^i;  the  third,  three  snuff-boxes, 
(Nmamented  with  silver  medals,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  Emperor  ;  and  sundry  article^  fpr  the  use  of  the  toilet, 
according  to  the  lists  numbered  I.,  IL,  III. 
%  My  field-beds,  which  I  used  in  all  my  campaigns. 
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3.  My  field  teksoope. 

4.  My  dressing  box,  one  of  each  of  my  uniforms^  a  dozen 
of  shirts^  and  a  complete  set  of  each  of  my  dresses,  and  gene- 
ildly  of  every  thing  used  in  my  Unlet* 

5.  My  wash-hand  stand. 

6.  A  small  dock  which  is  in  my  <^4mber  at  Longwood. 

7.  My  two  watcl^,  and  the  chain  of  the  Empress's  hair. 

8.  I  diarge  Marchand,  my  principal  valet-dc-chambre,  to 
take  care  of  these  articles,  and  to  convey  them  to  my  ton, 
T^hcn  he  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

IV. 
1.  My  cabinet  of  medals. 

«.  My  plate,  and  my  Sevres  china,  which  I  used  at  St  He- 
lena.   (List  fi  and  C.) 

3,  I  charge  Count  Montholon  to  take  care  of  these  articles, 
and  to  convey  them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall  attain  the  age 
of  sixteen  years. 

V. 

1.  My  three  saddles  and  bridles,  my  q^urs,  which  I  used  at 
ift  Helena. 

2.  My  fowling-pieces,  to  the  number  of  five. 

3.  I  charge  my  huntsman,  Novarre,  to  take  care  of  these 
articles,  and  to  convey  them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall  attain 
the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

VI. 

1.  Four  hundred  volumes,  selected  from  those  in  my  li- 
brary, which  I  have  been  accustomed  to  use  the  most. 

2.  I  charge  St  Denis  to  take  care  of  them,  and  to  convey 
them  to  my  son,  when  he  shall  attain  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

List  (A.) 

1.  None  of  the  articles  which  have  been  used  by  me  shall 
be  sold  :  the  residue  shaU  be  divided  amongst  the  executors 
of  my  will  and  my  brothers. 

2.  Marchand  shall  preserve  my  hair,  and  cauae  a  bracelet 
to  be  made  of  it,  with  a  gold  clasp,  to  be  sent  to  the  Emprcsa 
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Marie  Louise^  to  my  mother,  and  to  each  of  my  Inothers, 
sisters^  nephews,  nieces,  the  cardmal,  and  one  of  larger  size 
for  my  son. 

3.  Marchand  will  send  one  pair  <^  my  gold  shoe-huckles  to 
Prince  Joseph. 

4.  A  small  pok  of  gold  knee-bnckles  to  Prince  Luden. 
6,  A  gold  collar-clasp  to  Prince  Jerome. 

List  (A). 

Inventory  of  my  Effects,  which  Marchand  will  take  eaine  of, 

and  convey  to  my  Son» 

1.  My  silver  dresGong-box,  that  which  is  on  my  table,  fur- 
nished with  aU  its  utensils,  razors,  &c. 

2.  My  alarm-clock :  it  is  the  alarm-clock  of  Frederick  II. 
whidi  I  took  at  Potsdam  (in  box  No.  III). 

3.  My  two  watches  with  the  chain  of  the  Empress's  bair, 
and  a  chain  of  ray  own  hair  for  the  other  watch :  Marchand 
will  get  it  made  at  Paris. 

My  two  seals  (one  French,)  contained  in  box  No.  IIL 

5.  The  small  gold  dock  which  is  now  in  my  bed-chamber* 

6.  My  wash-stand,  its  water-jug  and  foot-bath,  &c 

7.  My  night-table,  that  which  I  used  in  France,  and  my 
silver-gUt  bidet. 

8.  My  two  iron  bedsteads,  my  mattresses,  and  my  cover- 
lets^ if  they  can  be  preserved. 

9.  My  three  silver  decanters,  which  held  my  eau  de  vie, 
which  my  chasseurs  carried  in  the  field. 

10.  My  French  telescope. 
11.'  My  spurs,  two  pair. 

12.  Three  mahogany  boxes.  No.  I.,  II.,  III.,  containing 
my  snuff-boxes,  and  other  articles. 

13.  A  silver-gilt  perfuming  pan. 
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Body  Linen. 
6  Shirts. 
6  Handkerchiefs. 
6  Crayats. 
6  Napkins. 

6  Pair  of  silk  stockings. 
6  Black  stocks. 
6  Pair  of  under  stockings. 
2  Pair  of  cambric  sheets. 
2  Pillow  cases. 
2  Dressing  gowns. 
2  Pair  of  night  drawers. 
1  Pair  of  braces. 

4  Pair  of  white  kerseymere  breeches  and  vests. 
6  Madras. 

6  Flannel  waistcoats. 
6  Pair  of  drawers. 
6  Fair  of  gaiters. 
I  Small  box  filled  with  my  snuff. 
1  Grold  neck-buckle.  ^ 

1  Pah-  gold  knee-buckles.         i  contained^iB  the  little  b«x, 
1  Pair  gold  shoe-buckles. 

Clothes. 
1  Uniform  of  the  Chasseurs. 
1         Ditto         Grenadiers* 

1  Ditto         National  Guard. 

2  Hats. 

1  Green-and-grey  great  coat. 

1  Blue  doak  (that  which  I  had  at  Marengo. 

1  Sable  green  pelisse. 

2  Pair  of  shoes. 
2  Pair  of  boots. 

2  Pair  of  slippers. 

6  Belts.  Napoleok. 
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List  (B). 

Inveniory  ttfthe  EJfecU  which  I  Ufl  in  possession  ofMotuieur 
the  Count  de  Turenne, 

I  Sabre  of  Sobieski.     It  is  by  mistake  inserted  in  List  A. 
It  is  the  salute  wf&ich  the  Emperor 
wore  at  Aboukir,  which  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  jQoMnt  Bertrmnd. 
1  Grand  cdkr  of  the  L^on  of  U^of^xr. 
I  Sword>  of  silyer  gilt. 
I  Consttkr  sword. 
I  Sword,  of  steel. 
1  Velvet  belt. 

1  Collar  of  file  jGdden  Fleece. 
I  Small  travelling  box  of  steeL 
I        Do.       of  silver 
I  Handle  of  an  antique  sabre. 

I  Hat  of  Henry  IV.  and  a  cap.    The  lace  of  the  £mperor. 
1  Small  cabinet  of  meda^ 
S  Turkey  carpets. 

8  Maudes^  9f  aimson  jvelyet^  embroidered,  with  vests  and 
small-clothes. 
I  give  to  my  Son  the  sabre  of  Sobieski. 

Do.  .the  collar  of  the  Legion  of  Honour. 

Dp.  the  sword,  silver  gilt. 

Do.  the  consular  sword. 

Do.  the  steel  sword. 

Do.  the  collar  of  the  Golden  Fleece. 

Po^  the  hat  of  Henry  IV.  and  the  cap. 

PO;.  the  golden  dressing-box,  for  the  teeth 

which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  dentist. 
To  the  Empress  Marie  Louise,  my  lace. 
To  Madame,  the  silver  night-lamp. 
To  the  Cardinal,  the  small  steel  travelling-box. 
To  Prince  Eugene,  the  wax-candlestick,  silver  gilL 
To  the  Princess  Pauline,  the  small  travelling«box. 
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To  the  Queen  of  Naples^  t  tmall  Turkey  ourpet. 

Toihe  Queen  Hortenae,  t  tmall  Turiny  carpet. 

To  Prince  Jerome^  the  handle  of  the  antique  labre. 

To  Prince  Joseph^  an  embroideied  mantle,  vest,  and  small* 
dothes. 

To  FrineeLuden>an  emhroidBred  mantle,  rest,  aad  small- 
clothes. 


This  is  a  Codkiliom^  WiU. 

1.  It  is  my  wish  that  my  ashes  may  repose  on  the  hanks  of 
the  Seine,  in  the  midst  of  the  French  people,  whom  I  loved 
so  well. 

2.  I  bequeath  to  Counts  Bertrsnd,  Montholon,  and  to  Mar- 
chand,  the  money,  jewels,  plate,  china,  furniture,  books,  arms, 
end  generally  everything  that  beloi^  to  me  in  the  island  of  j 
St  Helena. 

This  codicil,  entirdy  written  with  my  own  hand,  is  sign* 
ed,  and  sealed  with  my  own  arms. 
(jL.  s.)  Napoleon. 

ZUs  84M  4prif»  1821.    Longmoodi 

This  is  my  Codieil,  or  Nate  of  my  last  WiU. 
Out  of  the  settlement  of  my  civil  list  of  Italy,  such  as  mo- 
ney, jewels,  plate,  linen,  equipages,  of  which  the  Viceroy  is 
the  depositary,  and  which  belonged  to  me,  I  dispose  of  two 
millions,  which  I  bequeath  to  my  most  fidthful  servants.  I 
hope  that,  without  acting  upon  the  credit  of  any  account,  my 
son  Eugene  Napoleon  will  pay  them  faithfully.  He  cannot 
forget  the  forty  millions  which  I  gave  him  in  Italy,  and  in  the 
distribution  of  the  inheritance  of  his  mother. 
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1.  Out  of  theee  two  millions^  I  bequeath  to  CouBt  Bertrand 
300,000  francs^  of  which  he  wiU  deposit  100,000  in  the  trea- 
surer's chest,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  my  dispositions 
in  payment  of  legacies  of  conscience. 

2.  To  Count  Montholon,  200,000  francs,  of  which  he  will 
deposit  100,000  in  the  chest,  for  the  same  purpose  as  abore 
mentioned. 

3.  To  Count  Las  Cases,  200,000,  of  which  he  will  deposit 
100,000  in  the  chest,  for  the  same  purpose  as  above  mention- 
ed. 

4.  To  Marchand,  100,000,  of  which  he  wHl  deposit  50^000 
in  the  chest,  for  the  same  purpose  as  above  mentioned. 

5.  To  Count  Lavalette,  100,000. 

6.  To  General  Hogendorf,  of  Holland,  my  aid^de^camp^ 
who  has  retired  to  the  Brazils,  100,000. 

7.  To  my  aide-de-camp,  Corbineau,  50,000. 

8.  To  my  aide-de-camp.  General  Caffiurelli^  fifty  thousaoid 
francs. 

9.  To  my  aide-de-camp,  Dejean,  50,000. 

10.  To  Percy,  surgeon- in-chief  at  Waterloo,  50,000. 

tl.  50,000,  that  is  to  say,  10,000  to  Pieron,  my  maitre 
d^hotel;  10,000  to  St  Denis,  my  head  chasseur;  10,000  to 
Novarre ;  10,000  to  Cursor,  my  clerk  of  the  kitchen ;  10,000 
to  Archambaud,  my  overseer. 

12.  To  Baron  Main^valle,  50,000. 

13.  To  the  Duke  d'Istria,  son  of  Bessi^res,  fifty  thousa&d 
to  francs. 

14.  To  the  daughter  of  Duroc,  fifty  thousand  francs. 

15.  To  the  children  of  Labedoy^re,  50,000. 

16.  To  the  children  of  Mouton  Duvemet,  50,000. 

17.  To  the  children  of  the  brave  and  virtuous  (JeneralTra- 
vost,  50,000. 

18.  To  the  children  of  Ghartrand,  50,000. 
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.   19.  To  General  Cambrone,  50^000. 

20.  To  General  Lefevre  De&nouettes,  50^000. 

21.  To  be  distributed  amongst  sucb  proscribed  persona  aa 
wander  in  foreign  countries^  wbether  they  may  be  Frencli>  or 
Italian,  or  Belgians,  or  Dutch,  or  Spanidi,  or  inhabitants  of 
the  departments  of  the  Rhine,  at  the  disposal  of  my  executors^ 
100,000. 

.  82.  To  be  distributed  amongst  those  who  suffered  amputa- 
tion, or  were  severely  wounded  at  Ligny,  or  Waterloo,  who? 
may  be  still  liying,  according  to  lists  drawn  up  by  my  execu- 
tors, to  whom  shall  be  added,  Cambrone,  Larrey,  Percy,  and 
Cmmery.  The  Guard  shall  be  paid  double ;  those  of  the  is- 
land of  Elba,  quadruple ;  two  hundred  thousand  francs. 

This  codicil  is  written  entirely  with  my  own  hand,  sign- 
ed, and  sealed  with  my  arms. 

Napoleon.    • 

T%ii2mqfJprU9l^hatL(mgweod.     > 

Tow  is  a  third  Codicil  to  my  Will  of  the  16th  of  April, 

1.  Amongst  the  diamonds  of  the  crown  which  were  deli- 
vered up  in  1814,  there  were  some  to  the  value  of  five  or  m 
hundred  thousand  francs  not  belonging  to  it,  but  which 
formed  part  of  my  private  property ;  repossession  shall  be  ob- 
tained of  them,  in  order  to  discharge  my  legacies. 

2.  I  had  in  the  hands  of  the  banker  Torlonia,  at  Rome, 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  francs,  the  produce  of  my  revenues  of  the  island  of 
Elba,  since  1815.  The  Sieur  De  la  Perouse,  although  no 
longer  my  treasurer,  and  not  invested  with  any  character, 
possessed  himself  of  this  sum.  He  shall  be  compelled  to  re- 
store it. 

3.  I  bequeath  to  the  Duke  of  Istria  4hree  hundred  thou- 
sand francs,  of  which  only  one  hundred  thousand  francs  shall 
be  reversible  to  bis  widow,  should  the  duke  be  dead  at  the 
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payment  of  the  l^cy.  It  is  my  wish^  should  there  he  no 
inconvenience  in  it^  that  the  duke  may  marry  Duroc's  daugh- 
ter. 

4.  I  bequeath  to  the  Duchess  of  Frioul,  the  daughter  ot 
Duroc^  two  hundred  thousand  francs  :  should  she  be  dead  at 
the  payment  of  this  legacy,  none  of  it  shall  be  given  to  the 
mother. 

5.  I  bequeath  to  General  Rigaud  (to  him  who  was  pro* 
scribed),  one  hundred  thousand  firancs. 

6.  I  bequeath  to  Boisnod,  the  intendant  commissary,  one 
hundred  thousand  francs. 

7.  I  bequeath  to  the  children  of  General  Letort,  who  was 
killed  in  the  campaign  of  1S15,  one  hundred  thousand 
francs. 

8.  These  eight  hundred  thousand  francs  of  l^ades  shall 
be  considered  as  if  inserted  at  the  end  of  Article  36  of  my  tes« 
tament,  which  will  make  the  legacies  which  I  have  disposed 
of,  by  my  will,  amount  to  the  sum  of  six  million  four  hun« 
dred  thousand  francs,  without  comprising  the  donations  which 
I  have  made  by  my  second  codiciL 

This  is  written  with  my  own  hand,  signed,  and  sealed  with 
my  arms. 
(l.  6.)  Napoleon*. 

[[On  the  outside,  nearly  at  the  centre,  is  written  Q 
This  is  my  third  codicil  to  my  will,  entirely  written  with 
my  own  hand,  signed,  and  sealed  with  my  arms. 

C^The  words  are  intermixed  with  the  signatures  of  Ber« 
trand,  Montholon,  Marchand,  Vigndi,  with  their  re« 
spective  seals,  and  a  piece  of  green  silk  runs  through 
the  centre.  On  the  upper  left  comer  are  the  following 
directions  Q 
To  be  opened  the  same  day,  and  immediately  alter  the 
opening  of  my  will. 

Nafoleok^ 
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[[With  torf^  fragments  of  the  signatures  of  the  above* 
named  witnesses^]] 

Tkit  24Jk  April,  1631.     Longwood, 

This  is  a  fourth  Codicil  to  my  Testament. 
By  the  dispositbns  which  we  have  heretofore  made^  we 
have  not  fulfilled  all  our  obligations ;  which  has  decided  us  to 
make  this  fourth  codicil. 

1.  We  bequeath  to  the  son  or  grandson  of  Baron  Dutheil, 
lieutenant-general  of  artillery^  and  formerly  lord  of  St  Andre, 
who  commanded  the  school  of  Auxonne  before  the  Revola- 
tion,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  fVancs^  as  a  memento 
of  gratitude  for  the  care  which  that  brave  general  took  of  us 
when  we  were  lieutenant  and  captain  under  his  orders. 

2.  Item^  To  the  son  or  grandson  of  General  Dugomier^ 
who  commanded  in  chief  the  army  of  Toulon,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  francs.  We  uuder  his  orders  directed 
that  si^e,  and  commanded  the  artillery :  it  is  a  testimonial 
of  remembrance  for  the  marks  of  esteem,  of  afiection,  and  of 
friendship,  which  that  brave  and  intrepid  general  gave  us. 

3.  Item.  We  bequeath  one  hundred  thousand  francs  to 
the  son  or  grandson  of  the  deputy  of  the  Convention  Gaspar* 
in,  representative  of  the  people  at  the  army  of  Toulon,  for  ha* 
Ting  protected  and  sanctioned  with  his  authority,  the  plan 
which  we  had  given>  which  procured  the  capture  of  that  city, 
and  which  was  contrary  to  that  sent  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Safety.  Gasparin  placed  us,  by  his  protection,  under 
shelter  from  the  persecution  and  ignorance  of  the  general 
officers  who  commanded  the  army  before  the  arrival  of  my 
friend  Dugomier. 

4.  Item.  We  bequeath  one  hundred  thousand  francs  to 
the  widow,  son,  or  grandson,  of  our  aide-de-camp,  Muiron» 
killed  at  our  side  at  Areola,  covering  us  with  his  body. 

6.  Item.  Ten  thousand  francs  to  the  subaltern  dficer  Can- 
tillon,  who  has  undergone  a  trial,  upon  the  charge  of  having 
13 
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tndetTooied  (o  atMiimite  Lord  Wellingtoii^  of  whidi  he  was 
pronounced  innocent  Cantillon  had  as  much  right  to  assas- 
sinate that  oligarehiet,  as  the  hitter  had  to  send  me  to  perish 
upon  the  rock  of  St  Helena.  Wellington^  who  proposed  this 
outrage,  attempted  to  justify  himself  hy  pleading  the  interest 
of  Great  Britain.  Cantillon,  if  he  had  really  assassinated  that 
kncd,  would  have  excused  himself,  and  have  been  justified  by 
the  same  motives,  the  interest  of  France,  to  get  rid  of  a  gene- 
ral, who,  moreoyer,  had  violated  the  capitulation  of  Paris, 
and  by  that  had  rendered  himself  responsible  for  the  blood 
of  the  martyrs  Ney,  Labedoy^re,  &a  ;  and  for  the  crime  of 
having  pillaged  the  museums,  contrary  to  the  text  of  the  trea- 
ties. 

6.  These  four  hundred  thousand  francs  shall  be  added  to 
the  six  million  four  hundred  thousand  of  which  we  have  dis- 
posed, and  will  make  our  l^ades  amount  to  six  million  eight 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  francs  ;  these  four  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  are  to  be  considered  as  forming  part  of  our  tes- 
tament, article  36;  and  to  follow  in  everything  the  same 
course  as  the  other  legacies. 

7.  The  nine  thousand  pounds  sterling  which  we  gave  to 
Count  and  Countess  Montholon,  should,  if  they  have  been 
pud,  be  deducted  and  carried  to  the  account  of  the  legacies 
which  we  have  given  to  him  by  our  testament.  If  they  have 
not  been  paid,  our  notes  of  hand  shall  be  annulled. 

8.  In  consideration  of  the  legacy  given  by  our  will  to  Count 
Montholon,  the  pension  of  twenty  thousand  francs  granted  to 
his  wife,  is  annulled.  Count  Montholon  is  charged  to  pay  it  to 
her. 

9.  The  administration  of  such  an  inheritance,  until  its  final 
liquidation,  requiring  expenses  of  offices,  of  journeys,  ofmi*?- 
sions,  of  consultations,  and  of  lawsuits,  we  expect  that  our 
testamentary  executors  shall  retain  three  per  cent  upon  all  the 
l^acies,  as  well  upon  the  six  million  eight  hundred  thousand 
francs,  as  upon  the  sums  contained  in  the  codicils,  and  upon 
the  two  millions  of  the  private  domain. 
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1 0.  The  amount  of  the  same  thus  retained>  shall  be  depouu 
ed  in  the  hands  of  a  ueasurer^  and  disbursed  by  drafts  from 
our  testaip^tary  executors. 

1 1.  If  the  sums  arising  from  the  aforesaid  deductions  be  not 
sufficient  to  defn^  the  ^cpenses,  provision  shall  be  mi^de  to 
that  ^ect,  at  the  expense  of  the  three  testamentary  executors 
and  the  treasurer^  each  in  proportiaa  to  the  legacy  which  we 
have  bequeathed  to  them  in  our  will  and  codicils. 

13.  Should  the  sums  arising  from  the  before*mentioned  sub- 
tractioiis  be  nuMre  than  necessary^  the  surplus  shall  be  divided 
amongst  our  three  testamentary  executors  and  the  treasurer, 
in  th^  prc^^ortion  of  their  respective  legacies. 

13.  We  nominate  Count  jLas  Cases^  and  in  default  of  him^ 
his  son,  and  in  default  of  the  latter.  General  Drouot,  to  be 
treasurer. 

This  present  codicil  i^  entirely  written  with  our  hand, 
signed,  and  sealed  with  our  arms. 

Napoleon. 

This  24dh  of  JprU  IS2L  Longwood. 
Thig  M  my  CodieUarAct  qffhy  La$t  WW. 
Upon  the  funds  remitted  in  gold  to  the  Empress  Marie 
Louise,  my  very  dear  and  well  beloved  spouse,  at  Orleans,  in 
1814^  die  remains  in  my  debt  two  millions^  o(  wbidi  I  dis- 
pose by  the  present  codicil,  for  the  purpose  of  recompensing 
my  most  faithful  servants,  whom  moreover  I  recommend  to 
the  protection  of  my  dear  Marie  XA>ui8e. 

1.  I  recommend  to  the  EuxpresB  to  cause  the  income  of 
thirty  thousand  francs,  which  Count  Bertrand  possessed  in 
the  Duchy  of  Parma^  and  upon  the  Mont  Napoleon  at  Milan, 
to  be  restored  to  him,  as  well  as  the  arrears  due. 

2.  I  make  the  same  recommendation  to  her  with  r^ard  to 
the  Duke  of  Istria,  Duroc's  daughter,  and  others  of  my  ser- 
vants who  have  continued  faithful  to  me,  and  who  are  al- 
ways  dear  to  me:  she  knows  them. 

3.  Out  of  the  above-mentioned  two  millions,  I  bequeath 
VOL.  IX.  m 
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tiiree  hundred  thousand  francs  to  Count  Bertrand^  of  which 
he  will  lodge  one  hundred  thousand  in  the  treasurer's  chesty 
to  be  employed  in  legacies  of  conscience^  according  to  my 
diflpositbns. 

4.  I  bequeath  two  hundred  thousand  to  Count  Montho- 
lon^  of  which  he  will  lodge  one  hundred  thousand  in  the 
treasurer's  chest,  for  the  same  purpose  as  above-mentioned. 

5.  Item.  Two  hundred  thousand  to  Count  Las  Cases^  of 
which  he  will  lodge  one  hundred  thousand  in  the  treasura's 
chest,  for  the  same  purpose  aa  aboye-mentioned. 

6.  Item.  To  Marchand  one  hundred  thousand,  of  which 
he  wiU  place  fifty  thousand  in  the  treasurer's  chest,  fcnr.the 
same  purpose  as  abore-mentioned. 

7.  To  Jean  Jerome  Levie,  the  mayor  of  4)accio  at  the 
eommenconent  of  the  Beyolution,  or  to  his  widow>  children, 
m  grandchildren,  one  hundred  thousand  francs. 

8.  To  Duroc's  daughter,  one  hundred  thousand. 

9.  To  the  son  of  Bessikes^  Duke  of  Istria,  one  hundred 
thousand. 

10.  To  General  Drouot,  one  hundred  thousand. 

11.  To  Count  Layalette,  one  hundred  thousand. 

12.  Item.  One  hundred  thousand;  that  is  to  say,  twenty* 
fiye  thousand  to  Pi^n,  my  maitre  d'hotd ;  twenty-^fiye  thou- 
sand to  Noyarre,  my  huntsman ;  tw^ty-fiye  thousand  to  St 
Denis,  the  keeper  of  my  books  ;  twenty-fiye  thousand  to  San- 
tini,  my  former  door-keeper. 

13.  Item.  One  hundred  thousand ;  that  is  to  say,  forty 
thousand  to  Planta,  my  orderly  officer ;  twenty  thousand  to 
Hebert,  lately  housekeeper  of  Rambouillet,  and  who  belong- 
ed to  my  chamber  in  Egypt;  twenty  thousand  to  Layigne, 
who  was  latdy  keeper  of  one  of  my  stables,  and  who  was  my 
jockey  in  Egypt;  twenty  thousand  to  Jeanet  Denrieux;  who 
was  oyerseer  of  the  staUes,  and  seryed  in  Egypt  with  me. 

14.  Two  hundred  thousand  francs  shall  be  distributed  in 
alms  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brienne-le-Chateau,  who  haye  suf- 
fered most.  9 


Digitized  by 


Googk 


APPENDIX.     NO.  XII.  elxxix 

15.  The  three  httndi^  thoasand  francs  remaining,  shall 
be  distributed  to  the  officers  and  addiers  of  my  goaid  at  the 
island  of  Elba,  who  may  be  now  aliye,  or  to  their  widows  or 
children,  in  proportion  to  their  appointments;  and  according 
to  an  estimate  which  shall  be  fixed  by  my  testamentary  exe^ 
cutors:  those  who  have  suffered  amputation,  or  haTe  been 
severely  wounded,  shall  receive  double:  the  estimate  of  it  to 
be  fixed  by  Larrey  and  Emmery. 

This  codicil  is.written  entirely  with  my  own  hand,  dgned, 
and  sealed  with  my  arms. 

Nayolbok. 

COn  the  back  of  the  Codicil  is  written  :3 
This  is  my  codicil,  or  act  (^  my  last  will,  the  execution  of 

which  I  recommend  to  my  dearest  wife,  the  Empress  Marie 

Louise. 
(l.  s.)  Nayolxok. 

[^Attested  by  the  following  witnesses,  whose  seals  are  respec- 
tively affixed  0 
MontholonA 

Bbrteakd,     (a  piece  of  green  silk. 
Ma&chand^    f 

ViONALI.  3 

6ihCodieil. 

Monsieur  Lafitte,  I  remitted  to  you,  in  1815,  at  the  mo« 
ment  of  my  departure  from  Paris,  a  sum  of  near  six  millions, 
for  which  you  have  given  me  a  receipt  in  duplicate.  I  have 
cancelled  one  of  the  receipts,  and  I  charge  Count  Montholon 
to  present  you  with  the  other  receipt,  in  order  that  you  may 
pay  to  him,  after  my  death,  the  said  sum,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  from  the  1st  of  July  1815,  deduct- 
ing the  payments  which  you  have  been  instructed  to  make  by 
virtue  of  my  orders. 

It  is  my  wish  that  the  settlement  of  your  account  may  be 
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agreed  upon  between  you>  Count  Montholon^  Count  Ber* 
trand^  and  the  Sieur  Murchand ;  and  this  settlement  being 
made^  I  gire  you^  by  these  presents^  a  ccnnplete  and  absolute 
discharge  from  the  said  sum. 

I  also^  at  that  time^  placed  in  your  hands  a  box>  eontain^ 
ing  my  cabinet  of  medals.  I  b^  you  will  give  it  to  Count 
Montfaolon. 

This  letter  having  no  other  object^  I  pray  God>  Moodem 
Lafitte,  to  have  yon  in  his  holy  and  good  keeping. 

Napoleon. 

Longwoodf  laiand  tfSt  Hdena, 
the  25lh  Apnl  1881. 

7thCodieU. 
Monsieur  le  Baron  Labouillerie^  treasurer  of  my  private 
domain,  I  b^  you  to  deliver  the  account  and  the  balance,  af- 
ter my  death,  to  Count  Montholon,  whom  I  havechai^ 
with  the  execution  of  my  will. 

This  letter  having  no  other  object,  I  pray  God,  Monsieur 
le  Baron  Labouillerie,  to  have  you  in  his  holy  and  good  keep- 
ing. 

Napoleon. 
Longwood,  JtUmd  of  Si  HOetuh 
the  25ih  AprU,  1821. 
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No.  XIII. 

MEMORANDUM  OF  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  AT 
LONGWOOD. 

Gekbsal  Buonafarte  ....        I 

FoUowers. 


General  and  Madame  BertTand 
Children  of  ditto 
General  and  Madame  Modtholon 
Children  of  Eitto      . 
General  Gourgaud   . 
Count  Las  Cases      . 
Monsieur  Las  Cases^  his  soni    .  * 
Captain  Prowtoifvski 


Marchand 

Santini 

Lepage 

Aby 

Cipriani 

Rosseau 


l^loyerraz 
PJerron 

Archambaud^  1 
Archambaudy  2 
Goitilini 
1  female  cook 


2 
3 
S 
2 
1 

i 
1 
1 


Foreign  ServanU  to  Qmerai  Buonaparte      12 


Bernard^  wife^  and  son^  foreign  servants  to  General 
Bertrand      .     '  .        •        •        •        •        •        8 

1  French  female  servant  to  General  Montholon        1 

Carry  forwiurd>  SO 
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Brought  forward^  30 

English  Attendants. 

1  English  gardo&er 1 

English  soldien  (servants)      ....  12 

1  boy,  a  soldier's  son 1 

1  English  maid-seryant  to  General  Bertrand     .  1 

S  English  fenude  servants  to  General  Montholon  2 

Black  servants S 

50 
BrUkh  Officers  attached  to  the  EetdbUehment. 

Captain  Po|^leton>  captain  of  the  guard  .  1 

Dr  O'Meara^  surgeon 1 

Servants  .        r        • 3 

Total  65 

2&th  Auguti  1816. 

Of  these  persons^  General  Gourgaud,  Madame  Montholon 
and  her  children.  Count  Las  Cases  and  his  son,  Prowtowdu 
and  Santini>  returned  to  Europe  at  di£ferent  periods. 

Cipriani,  the  maitre  dliotel,  died  on  the  islieuid. 

The  Abb^  Bonavita,  surgeon  Antommarchi,  the  priest 
Vignali,  and  two  cooka,  were  sent  out  to  St  Helena  in  1819. 

The  Abbe  returned  to  Europe  in  1821,  having  left  St  He* 
lena  in  the  month  of  March  of  that  year. 

Something  happened  to  three  of  the  servants,  Pierron,  Aby, 
and  Archambault^  which  cannot  be  now  precisely  ascertain* 
ed.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  Pierron  was  sent  away  in 
consequence  of  some  quarrel  about  a  female  servant — ^Aby 
(probably)  died^  and  one  of  the  Archambaults  went  to  Ame- 
rica. 
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General  Bertrand's  family  in  France^  and  the  relations  of 
his  wife  in  England^  (the  Jeming^ams,)  were  employed  to 
send  them  out  aeveral  servants^  whose  names  cannot  he  ascer* 
tained. 


XXTRAIT  DU  JOURNAL  MANU6CRIT  D£  M.  DS  LAS  CASES. 

Dec.  1815.— Depnis  notre  depart  de  Plymouth^  depois  no* 
tre  d^harquement  dans  lUe^  jusqu'^  notre  translation  k  Long- 
wood,  la  maison  de  FEmpereuTj  hien  que  compost  de  onze 
personnes,  avait  cessee  d'exister. 

Pertonnee  eamposant  lei  Service  de  tEmpereur :— 


Marchand 

Prem.  valet  de  chamhre. 

St  Denis 
Noyenraz 

>  Chamhre 

Valet  de  chamhre. 
Id. 

Santini 

Huissier. 

Cipriani                   -^ 

\ 

MaitredlidteL 

Pierron 
I^epage 
Rosseau                   J 

} 

^Bouche 

\ 

Offider. 

Cnisinier. 

Argentior. 

Archamhaulty  ain^ 
Archamhault,  cadet 
Crentilini 

V  Livree 

Piqnenr. 

Id. 

Valet  de  pied. 

Des  que  nous  ftimes  tous  r^unis  k  Longwood>  TEmpereur 
Toulilt  r^gulariser  tout  ce  qui  ^toit  autour  de  lui,  et  chercha 
a  employer  diacun  de  nous  suiyant  la  pente  de  son  esprit, 
consenrant  au  Grand  Marechal  le  commandement  et  la  sur- 
veillance de  tout  en  grand.  II  confia.  k  M.  de  Montholon 
tous  les  d<^tails  domestiques.  II  donna  a  Monsieur  Gourgaud 
la  direction  de  I'ecurie,  et  me  reserva  le  detail  des  meuhles, 
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Mwec  la  r^nlariifttkm  des  objets  qui  ndns  seroleut  fonniiB. 
Cette  derail  partie  me  flemUoii  teUeme&t  en  oonti-asCe  avec 
les  details  demeetiqQfiB,  et  je  trouyok  que  Tunite  sur  oe  pcunt 
devoit  etre  si  avantageux  an  bien  commun^  que  je  me  pretai 
le  plus  que  je  pus  k  m'en  fake  depouiller  ;  ce  qui  ne  fut  pas 
diffidle. 


No.  XIV. 
Volume  IX.  p.  305. 


INTERVIEW  BETWEEN  BUONAPARTE  AND  THE 
WIDOW  OF  THEOBALD  WOLFE  TONE. 

In  vindicatioii.<^  What  we  have  said  in  the  text  reGpecting 
the  ready  access  afforded  by  Napoleon^  when  Emperor^  we 
may  refer,  to  the  following  interesting  extract  from  the  Me* 
moirs  of  Theobald  WoHe  Tone^  already  quoted.  It  is  the 
account  giyen  by  his  widow  of  an  interview  with  the  Empe-i 
ror^  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add^  by  way  of  introductiaDy 
that  Mrs  Tone  haying  receiyed  a  pension  from  the  French 
goyemmcnt  after  her  husband's  catastrophe^  became  desiroiks, 
in  addition^  to  have  her  son  admitted  into  the  military  school 
at  St  Cyr.  Being  discountenanced  in  her  pretensions  by  the 
minister  at  war^  she  was  adyised  to  present  her  memorial  to 
the  Emperor  himself.  The  following  is  a  yery  pleasing  ao« 
count  of  the  scene  that  took  place  betwixt  them>  in  which  we 
giye  Napoleon  full  credit  for  acting  from  his  feelings  of  ge« 
nerosity  towards  the  widow  and  oiphan  of  a  man  who  had 
died  in  his  service  :— 

"  Very  soon^  tibe  carriage  with  the  Emperor  and  EmfHresa 
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drore  into  the  circle;  the  hones  were  ehanged  as  quick  as 
thought,  but  I  stept  up^  and  printed  the  book  and  memo- 
rial. He  took  them^  and  handing  the  book  to  his  ecuyer, 
<q^ned  the  paper.  I  have  said  it  commenced  by  recalling 
Tone  to  his  memory.  When  he  began,  he  said  *  Tone  V 
with  an  expressiye  accent—'  I  remember  well/  {Je  m'en 
souviens  Uen).  He  read  it  all  through,  and  two  or  three 
times  8tQ|]^ed>  looked  at  me>  and  bowed,  in  reading  it.  When 
he  had  finished^  he  said  to  me, '  Now,  speak  to  me  of  your- 
self,' {MaintenatU,  pdirkM  mai  de  vow).  I  hesitated,  for  I 
was  not  prepared  for  that  questbn,  and  took  small  interest  in 
thesultject.  He  proceeded.  '  Have  you  a  pension?'  I  said 
I  had.  '  Is  it  suflkient  ?  Do  you  want  any  extraordinary 
succour  ?'— By  this  time  I  had  recoTered  myself,  and  said^ 
'  That  his  Majesty's  goodness  left  me  no  personal  want ;  that 
all  my  cares,  all  my  interest  in  Hfe,  were  centred  In  my  child, 
whom  I  now  gave  up  to  his  Mi^esty's  service.'  He  answer- 
ed, '  Be  tranquil  then  on  his  account—be  p^ectly  tranquil 
concerning  him,'  {Sojfoif  done  tranquiUe  «tir  son  compter 
sayess  parfaitement  tranquiiie  mr  lui),  I  pieroeiVed  a  Ettle 
half  smile  when  i  said  '  my  cbM/  (man  en/ant)  ;  T  cAiould 
have  said  '  my  son.'  I  knew  it,  but  foigot — He  had  stopped 
so  long,  that  a  crowd  had  gathered,  and  were  crushing  on, 
crying  Vkje  fEmpereur  !  They  drove  in  the  guard,  and  there 
came  a  horse  very  dose  to  me.  I  was  frightened,  and  reti- 
ring ;  but  he  called  to  stay  where  I  was—'  Beetex,  restez  Id. 
Whether  it  was  for  my  sa£sty,  or  that  he  wanted  to  say  more, 
I  cannot  tell ;  but  more  it  was  impossible  to  say,  for  the  noise. 
I  was  dose  to  the  carriage  door,  and  the  guards  on  horseback 
dose  behind  me,  and  indeed  I  was  trembHng.  He  saluted 
the  people^  and  directed  that  two  Napoleons  a-piece  should 
be  given  to  ^e  old  women,  and  wom^  with  little  children, 
who  were  holding  out  their  hands.  He  then  drove  on,  and] 
in  going,  nodded  to  me  two  or  three  times  with  affectionate 
familiarity,  saying,  '  Your  diUd  shall  be  well  naturalized,* 
16  ..  ^ 
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(  VStre  mifaM  sera  hien  natmrattiS,)  with  a  pla]^  emphasis 
.  on  the  words  vStre  en/ant^" 

The  youth  was  admitted  to  the  cavah7  school  of  St  Cyr, 
and  the  following  is  an  account  of  Napdeon  lisiting  that  se* 
minary:— 

*'  The  Emperor  frequently  visited  the  school  of  infimtry  at 
St  Cyr^  reviewed  the  cadets^  and  gaye  them  cold  collati<ms  in 
the  park.    But  he  had  never  visited  the  school  of  cavalry 
nnce  its  estahlishment^  of  which  we  were  very  jealous^  and 
did  all  in  our  power  to  attract  him.    Whenever  he  hunted 
the  cadets  were  in  grand  parade  on  the  partene^  crying, 
<  Vive  I'Empereur/  with  all  their  young  energies;  he  hdd 
his  hat  nused  as  he  passed  them ;  but  that  viras  all  we  could 
gain.   Wise  people  whispered  that  he  never  would  go  whilst 
they  were  so  evidently  expecting  him;  that  he  liked  to  keep 
them  always  on  the  alert;  it  wBa  good  for  discipline.    The 
General  took  another  plan^  and  once  allowed  no  sign  of  life 
about  the  castle  when  the  Emperor  passed— it  was  like  a  de- 
serted place.    But  it  did  not  take  neither ;  he  passed,  as  if 
there  was  no  castle  there.    It  was  dieesperant.    When,  lo ! 
the  next  day  but  one  after  I  had  ^ken  to  him,  he  suddenly 
galloped  into  the  court  of  the  casde,  and  the  cry  of  the  sen« 
tind,  '  L'Empereurr  vnis  the  first  notice  they  had  of  it 
He  examined  into  every  thing.    All  were  in  undress,  all  at 
work,  and  this  was  what  he  wanted.  In  the  military  schools, 
the  cadets  got  ammunition-bread,  and  Uved  like  wdl-^  sol« 
diers ;  but  there  was  great  outcry  in  the  circles  of  Pans  against 
the  bread  of  the  school  of  St  Germain's.    Ladies  complained 
that  their  sons  were  poisoned  by  it ;  the  Emperor  thought  it 
was  all  nicety,  and  said  no  man  was  fit  to  be  an  officer  who 
oould  not  eat  ammunitionrbread.    However,  being  there,  he 
asked  for  a  loaf,  which  was  brought,  and  he  saw  it  v^as  vil- 
lainous trash,  composedof  pease,  bean8,rye,  potatoes,  and  every 
thing  that  would  make  flour  or  meal,  instead  of  ^>od  brown 
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whetten  flour.  He  tore  the  lotf  in  two  in  a  rage^  and  dashed 
it  against  the  wall,  and  there  it  stuck  like  a  piece  of  mortar, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  hare  at<« 
tended  to  this.  He  ordered  the  haker  to  he  called^  and  made 
him  look  at  it  stidemg*  The  man  was  in  great  terror  first  at 
the  Emperor's  anger^  hnt^  taking  hearty  he  hegged  his  Miges- 
ty  not  to  take  his  contract  from  him,  and  he  would  give  good 
bread  in  future ;  at  which  the  Emperor  broke  into  a  royal  and 
imperial  passion^  and  threatened  to  send  him  to  the  galleys ; 
but,  suddenly  turning  rounds  he  said, '  Yes,  he  would  allow 
him  to  keep  his  contract,  on  condition  that,  as  long  as  it  last- 
ed, he  should  fhmish  the  school  with  good  white  household 
bread,  {pain  de  mhtage,)  such  as  was  sold  in  the  bakers'  shops 
in  Paris;— that  he  mi^t  choose  that,  or  lose  his  contract;' 
and  the  baker  thankfully  promised  to  furnish  good  white 
bread  in  future,  at  the  same  price." 


END  OF  APPENDIX* 
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